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NEWS

Body of 19 year old gixl
found under Abdoun Bridge

AMMAN

Security authorities discovered the
body of a 19 year old girl under Abdoun
Bridge in Amman on Sunday afternoon.

Security forces arrived at the scene
and the body was transported to the
forensic medicine department at Al-

Bashir Hospital to determine the cause
of death: Saraya News reported.

The source further mentioned
that security agencies have initiated
an investigation into the incident to
ascertain the circumstances surrounding
the death.

Electric vehicle markel
witnesses 100% growth in 2023

AMMAN

The representative of the automobile
sector at the Jordan Free Zone Investor
Commission: Jihad AbuNaser: stated that
the growth rate in the purchase of electric
vehicles (EV) reached about 100 percent
in the first seven months of the current
year 2023 compared to the previous year.
Abu Nasser added that the market for
purchasing electric vehicles is currently
one of the most active sectors in Jordan:
confirming that there is a clear trend
among Jordanian citizens to acquire

sMeps are being (aken to remove obstacles ior investors

EVs. Last year: the increase in demand
reached 200 percent compared to the
previous year. Al-Saa News reported.
He said that the American market the
largest number of vehicles followed by
the Korean market. Meanwhile/ the
Chinese market has the largest shares of
the electric vehicle sector in Jordan.

The electric vehicle markets is
witnessing unprecedented demands due
to its decreased taxation and lower fuel
expenses compared to other types of
vehicles.
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UNRWA schools In operation
despite lunding concerns

AMMAN

The UNRWA has
confirmed that schools in
all operational areas have
commenced teaching as
scheduled. This comes
after earlier ~warnings
of  potential  service

disruptions due to a lack
of additional funding.
BackinJune; UNRWA's
Commissioner- General
Philippe Lazzarinii had
cautioned

about  the
possibility that the agency
mightnotbeableto sustain
its operations beyond
September without
immediate additional
funding. Tamara Al-
Rifaic the spokesperson for
UNRWA: has stated that
schools did indeed start
on time in all operational

areas. Additionally. the
agency is actively working
to gather the necessary
financial resources
Amman Net reported.
Lazzarini had
highlighted potential
consequences: including
the potential closure of
over 700 schools and 140
health centers. This would
lead to a halt in emergency

services across operational
areas; potentially pushing
millions of Palestinian
refugeesc who  depend
on UNRWA's assistance:
towards famine.
Meanwhile.  Al-Rifai
further emphasized the
ongoing efforts of the
agency to secure more
resources; aiming  to
sustain the provision of all

services during the final
quarter.

In Jordan: there are
currently 706  schools
catering to over 113,000
students: according to last
year's statistics. Earlier this
year. the agency launched
an appeal to raise $1.6
billion. These funds are
intended to support its
programs: operations:

and emergency responses
across various regions:
including Syria: Lebanon:
the  occupied =~ West
Bank (including  East
Jerusalem). Gaza Strips
and Jordan. UNRWA has
grappled with persistent
funding shortages for the
past decade: and this year
began with a $75 million
debt from 2022.

UNHCR only secured 33% ol
required funds for 2023

AMMAN
The UNHCR in Jordan
has secured 33 percent of
its financial requirements
for the fiscal year 2023, ata
time when the organization
fears a "new humanitarian
crisis” due to a decrease in
international funding.
A report stated that
they  have  received
$128.76 million out of a

required: as of August
15 2023. Meaning they
face a funding shortfall of
$261.35 millioni which
constitutes 67  percent
of the total financial
requirements.

The  World  Food
Program also announced
a reduction of one-third in
the monthly assistance for
all Syrian refugees in the
Zaatari and Azraq camps

total of $390.110 million

totaling around 129,000
refugees. Starting from
Auguste Syrian refugees
in the camps will receive
reduced cash transfers
amounting to $21 USD
(JD15) per individual per
monthi down from the
previous amount of $32
USD (JD23). Jordan hosts
approximately 59,000
registered Iraqi refugees
and over 1.3 million

Syrian refugees since the
beginning of the Syrian
crisis in 2011. Among
them are around 655,000
registered Syrian refugees
with the UNHCR. The
UNHCR reports that it
has 733,943 registered
refugees of all nationalities
except Palestinian refugees
who fall under the
responsibility of UNRWA
as of August 16, 2023.

Ministers, privale businessmen discuss Jordan's Investment environment

AMMAN

During the 8th Jordanian Investors
and Businessmen Abroad Conference
Various ministers and institutions
discussed the measures taken to
further attract investors to Jordan: and
create a more hospitable investment
environment for economic growth.
These take the form of key reforms
in the Ministry of Investment: the
addition of new and more convenient
platforms in the form of “Invest.Jo”: as
well as eventsand conferences to attract
investors and economic growth.

Minister of Investment Kholoud
Saqqaf said the key reforms were
aiming to establish the Ministry of
Investment to be the Kingdom's main
investment reference and the approval
of the Investment Environment Law
which aims to create a more fruitful
investment ecosystem for international
and national investors: Jordan News
Agency: Petra reported.

In this regard: the minister also
referred to endorsement of Public-
Private Partnership Law: aimed at
attracting and enabling property
investments and their integration into

regional and global markets.

Deputy prime minister for economic
affairs and minister of state for public
sector modernization: Nasser Shraideh
also emphasized the importance of
the partnership between public and
private efforts in strengthening the
Jordanian economy and investment
environment.

The ministry also
Investment  Promotion
for  20232026-¢  activated the
comprehensive investment service
platform and completed automation
of 95 services related to licensing
and practicing economic activities
all aiming to remove obstacle for
potential investors.

Saqqaf noted that the reforms that
took place contributed to increasing the
total volume of investments benefiting
from the Investment Environment
Law by 47.6 percent during the first
half of 2023 reaching JD598 million:
compared to JD405 million during H1
2022,

The 8th Jordanian Investors and
Businessmen Abroad Conference

Deputizing for His Majesty King

approved
Strategy

Abdullah  Sharaideh  inaugurated
the 8th Jordanian Investors and
Businessmen Abroad Conference on
Saturday in Amman.

The conference was held under
the theme: "reality of the investment
environment... opportunities and
possibilities”. It was organized by the
Jordanian Businessmen Association
(JBA): in partnership with Ministries
of Foreign Affairs and Investment.

Sharaideh said stimulating
economic growth. increasing growth
rates; achieving more job opportunities
for Jordanians: accessing new markets:
transferring knowledge to the national
economy: and increasing added
value: can only be achieved through
investment: which is the solution to
achieving these drivers.

During the first session: Saqqaf
noted Ministry of Investment is "keen"
to implement principles of Economic
Modernization Vision 2033; to provide
an "attractive” investor environment
by following up investment projects
identifying  investor needs and
providing scientific and practical
solutions in this regard.
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Jordan insurance conilict:

NEWS

Doctors’ Iees dispute sparks legal battle

AMMAN

The President of the
Jordanian Insurance
Companies Federation,

Majed Smairat; stated on
Sunday that the decision made
by the Doctors Syndicate
to halt the acceptance of
insurance cases: except for

emergenciesc next month
is "illegal." Samirat further
added that the Doctors

Syndicate has been striving
for some time to increase fees
by up to 400 percent: and he
affirmed that this decision
does not have any connection
to the insurance companies:
Ammon News reported.

He pointed out that the
Syndicate's decision is in
violation of Article 20 of the
Competition Law: describing
it as "illegal." He urged the
Ministries of Industry: Trade:
and Health to promptly
address this situation.

On the other hand( Ziad
Al-Zoubi. the head of the
Doctors Syndicate: indicated
that the issuance of a new fee
schedule is within their legal
rights: and this was the only
option left after negotiations
with insurance companies

1.TM Students begin school, transiers

failed. He clarified that the
new fee schedule incorporates
a 30 percent price increase.
Al-Zoubi went on to clarify
that the Union's assertion that
doctors' fees would increase
by 400 percent: as claimed
by the Insurance Companies
Union is entirely untrue.

According to Article 20-]
of the Competition Law: any
association or private entity
responsible for regulating a
profession or safeguarding
the interests of economic or
commercial  establishments
is prohibited from issuing
decisions that disrupt or

restrict competition: contrary
to the provisions of this law
or any other legislation.
Violators may be subject
to penalties outlined in
paragraph (b) of this article.
Smairat  stressed  that
insurance companies firmly
reject such a decision made by

the Syndicate "individually."
without coordinating with
all relevant parties involved
in medical billing. He
explained that "the Syndicate
is attempting to pressure
insurance companies into
approving the fee increase
which is unacceptable when

citizens' welfare is at stake."
"Insurance companies
cover only 8 percent of
the total medical bill cost
in Jordan: as they are just
one of several entities that
contribute to the medical
expenses paid by citizens/"
Smairat explained.  He
issued a warning that "if
the government fails to
intervene  and  regulate
this matter. it will lead to
severe consequences that
will compromise healthcare
security. Everyone will bear
the repercussions: especially
uninsured  citizens  and
economic institutions. Social
security will also be affected:
and the government's failure
to address this issue may
result in the decline of
medical tourism aspirations. "
The Jordanian  Doctors
Syndicate Council had
announced the suspension
of insurance case acceptance
effective from September 2nd:
with exceptions for emergency
cases, cancer patients; and
kidney failure cases. They will
continue to provide services to
patientsonacashbasis: following
the prevailing pricing from 2021.

Israell police arrest and brand
Palestinian with ‘Star ol David’

AMMAN

On Sunday. approximately
1.7millionstudentsareexpected
to enroll in schools under the
purview of the Ministry of
Educationcr UNRWA: and
the Military Culture Agency
around one million and seven
hundred thousand male and
female students are set to join
schools under the Ministry of
Education the UNRWA/ and
the Directorate of Education
and Military Culture.

School transfers

According to the Ministry
this group of students
will be distributed across
approximately 4,271 schools:
with 4,062 of these schools
falling under its jurisdiction.
Hala News reported. As of
Saturday  morning 15792
students have transferred from

& leaclle I)Ilﬂillllllllls underway
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private to public schools. and
6:578 have moved from public

to private schools. Student
transfers will conclude after the
second week of the academic
year.

In addition. the Ministry
has appointed 2.006 teachers:
with  an  additional 247
expected to join this week.
The Civil Service Bureau
is conducting competitive
exams to fill 2,700 vacancies
in 2023. Notably: there have
been 107,000 applications for
positions in supplementary
education: including 45.000
new applications and
62,000  updates. Among
these: 4(750 are teachers for
evening schools; and around

1:800 employees work in
supplementary education
camps.

WEST

JERUSALEM

An Israeli judge ordered
the release to house arrest
of a Palestinian man who
received bruises similar in
shape to a Star of David on his
face last week: Israeli media
reported.

The  judge  ordered
the measure on Sunday
following an outcry over
the handling of 22-year-old
Arwah Sheikh Ali from the
Shuafat area in occupied
East Jerusalem.

Sheikh Alic who was
arrested allegedly on drugs
related charges: said he has
been physically abused after
officers brutally beat him and
branded the Star of David on
his cheek.

The man’s lawyer
presented the charges to a
Jerusalem district court on
Thursday: a day after he was
taken from his residence in
the Shuafat refugee camp.

At least 16 officers were
involved in the arrest

however. none had their
body cameras on: according
to the Ynet news website.
The uproar followed a
picture that emerged of

bruises that looked like of
the bottom part of a Star
of David on the left cheek
of Sheikh Ali. His lawyer:
who said his client denies

all charges: said that police
tortured the 22-year-old and
branded his face with a Star
of David.

Police said the bruises
came from arresting officers’
items of clothingi and
suggested it happened when
an officer pressed the laced-
up part of their boot against
the suspect’s face while they
subdued him.

“It has emerged that
the arrest featured severe
violence.” the judge said.
She also criticized the
detainment of Sheikh Ali
in a police station over
the weekend instead of a
holding facility. She noted
that Sheikh Ali had not been
allowed to be examined by a
physician.

A photo released by
police on August 19 shows
cut marks on a Palestinian
detainee's face that police
alleges was caused by an
officers boot. A lawyer for the
suspect said police branded
him with a Star of David.

Jordan among 25 countries Iacing
water scarcity, 25% of world population

AMMAN

Accordingto thelatestdata
in the report from the World
Resources  Institute; the
global community is facingan
"unprecedented emergency"
regarding the issue of water
scarcity and shortage. This
problem has emerged due to
population growth: climate
change: and ineffective water
management practices. The

report; released every 4 years:
states thatt “25 countries
- equivalent to a quarter
of the world's population -
including 15 Arab countries
are currently experiencing
exceptionally high levels of
annual water stress” Hala
News reported. They add
that. "globally: nearly 4 billion
individuals experience water
stress for at least one month

annually. and this number
could increase by nearly 60
percent by 2050... Among
the 25 water-scarce countries:
15 are Arab countries: with
the top 5 being Bahrain
Qatar, Kuwait; Lebanon:
and Oman." The other Arab
countries mentioned in the
report are the United Arab
Emiratesc  Yemen: Iraq:
Tunisia. Egyptc Saudi Arabia;

Libya: Jordan: and Syria.

The report points out
that the regions with the
highest water stress rates are
primarily the Middle East
and North Africa; where 83
percent of the population
faces extremely high water
pressure. Additionally. 74
percent of the population
in South Asia experiences
similar conditions.
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