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NEWS

Army thwarts narcotics
smuggling attempt from Syria

The eastern military region foiled
Saturday an infiltration and smuggling
operation involving substantial
quantities of narcotics originating from
Syrian territories.

An official military source from the
General Command of the Jordanian
Armed Forces - the Arab Army (JAF)
reported that rules of engagement
were employed: resulting in injuries
sustained by a group of smugglers
who subsequently retreated back into

Syria.

The source further disclosed that
through intensified search and inspection
efforts in the area; a total of 63,000
Captagon pills and 588 slabs of hashish
were discovered. The confiscated items
have been handed over to the relevant
authorities.

The source said that the JAF will deal
firmly with any infiltration or smuggling
attempt in order to protect citizens and
the security of the Kingdom's borders.

17 cancer patients
pass Tawjihi exams

Seventeen cancer patients passed
the Tawjihi exams for the year 2023
according to the King Hussein Cancer
Center (KHCC).

Earlier: Jordan's Ministry of Education
held a press conference to announce

the Tawjihi overall pass rates. A total
of 109:459 students passed their high
school exams in the country: adding that
the pass rate stood at 63.4 percent.

The Ministry of Education announced
Wednesday the Tawjihi results.
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Health Ministry refutes 530 percent
AIDS case surge claims in Jordan

The Ministry of Health
(MoH) denied recent
claims circulating on
certain news websites
regarding a purported 530
percent surge in Acquired
Immunodeficiency
Syndrome (AIDS) cases
in Jordan during 2022.

The ministry clarified
that over the past five
years; cases of AIDS;
encompassing both
Jordanian and  non-
Jordanian  individuals:
have been divided into
three phases in the
country.

In the initial stage:
before the COVID-19
pandemicc when  the
national monitoring
system was operating
effectively: 113 cases were
recorded in 2018 followed
by 103 cases in 2019.

During the second
phase. occurring amid
the pandemic with a
partial suspension of the
monitoring  system: the
country witnessed a decline
to 54 cases in 2020—a
47  percent  decrease.
Subsequently. cases saw
an increase in 2021 with
an improved monitoring
system: reaching 72 cases:
reflecting a 33 percent rise
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from the previous year.

In the third phase: with
the complete restoration
of the national monitoring
system in 2022¢ the
recorded figures returned
to normal. The Kingdom
registered 112 cases of
AIDS—a 55 percent
increase compared to the
pandemic year. Of these
cases: 63 affected Jordanian
citizens while 49 impacted

non-Jordanians who were
duly deported.

According to  the
ministry. the monitoring
and investigation program
during the pandemic
significantly  decreased:
leading to a noticeable
drop in recorded cases
throughout the pandemic
duration.

The ministry
emphasized that AIDS and

other disease statistics are
accessible to all and are
annually published within
the MoH's comprehensive
statistical report.

The ministry called
on citizens to obtain
information and rely on
official sources within
the Ministry of Health
to preserve credibility
and avert the spread of
misguided information.

Jordanian universities, 20232024-
enrollment applications date announced

The Unified Admission
Coordination Unit under
the Ministry of Higher
Education and Scientific
Research announced the

application  submission
dates for  enrollment
in  official  Jordanian
universities at the

undergraduate level for the

academic year 20232024-.

Starting from August
21¢ 2023 and ending on
August 28 2023, students
meeting the eligibility
criteria (with an average of
65 percent or higher) can
apply through the unit’s
website  (www.admhec.
gov.jo).

The application process
involves entering personal
information, selecting
preferences: and paying
a JD15 application fee.
Payment can be made
through various channels
such as post offices online
banking: Jordanian bank
branches and affiliated

ATMs.

For detailed instructions
and tips on application
submission: interested
individuals can access
the Unified Admission
Coordination Unit's
website through the link:
(www.admhec. gov.jo)
Undergraduate Section.

Wildiires (hreaten western Canada city as far north evacuated

KELOWNA(/
Canada

Wildfires bore down on two
Canadian cities Friday. with
firefighters in the west bracing
for another "scary" night as
stunned refugees from the far
north began arriving at shelters
after their entire city was
evacuated.

The two fronts in British
Columbia and the Northwest
Territories are just the latest
in a summer of devastating
wildfires across the country
that have forced tens of
thousands from their homes
and left millions of acres
scorched.

The blazes have caused
"terrible loss". Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau told reporters
after meeting evacuees from
Yellowknife. capital of the
Northwest Territories: as they
arrived in Edmonton: Alberta
hundreds of kilometres to the
south with no idea when they
may return home again.

Meanwhile the premier of
western  British Colombia
David Eby: declared a state of

emergency there late Friday.

The announcement came
as the fire burning west of
Kelowna: a town of 150.000
people in the Okanagan
Valley: exploded a hundred
fold in size to 6:800 hectares
over the past day.

Officials described
firefighters being forced to
pull back and some becoming
trapped behind lines while
making “heroic efforts” to
rescue residents.

“We fought hard last night
to protect our community.”
local fire chief Jason Brolund
told a briefing on Friday.

“A significant number of
structures were lost.” he said:
but no injuries or fatalities
were reported.

“It was like 100 years of
firefighting all at once: in one
night.” he said adding that he
expected “another scary night
tonight” under an eerie glow
of the fires.

Thousands of households
on Kelowna’s west side were
ordered evacuated or told late
Thursday to be ready to leave

at a moment’s notice.

“The situation is
unpredictable right now and
there are difficult days ahead.”
Eby told a news conference.

‘Empty?

In the far north: Yellowknife
was a ghost town late Friday
after ordering its entire
population to leave by the
afternoon — the largest ever
evacuation from the region.

Most  of its 20.000
inhabitants left by car. snaking
along the lone highway
connecting the remote capital
of the Northwest Territories to

southern Alberta province.

The nearest evacuation
centre is 1,150 kilometres
away. in  Albertar where

several sites have been set up.

Almost 4,000 people flew
out: officials said: with a pilot
on one of the relief flights
telling Canadian media that
the lakeside city was “pretty

empty”.
Among the exhausted
evacuees being ferried to

hotels was Byron Garrison:
27 who landed in Calgary
late Friday with his girlfriend
and a friend: carrying only a
small bag with two changes of

clothes.

The three looked tired: and
scared.

“I feel lost because I don’t
have any idea what is going to
happen now.” Garrison told
AFP. “We don’t know what
we’ll do now.”

It was a sentiment echoed
by Katel Koumhawa,
originally from Cameroon:
who moved to Yellowknife
earlier this year.

He made the long drive
from the northern city to
Calgary to save his car from
the flames.

He and his family are
“happy” they have been saved:
he told AFP.

But “we don’t know about
tomorrow.” he added. “About
our lives; our jobs. You don’t
know if everything will be the
same tomorrow.”

Yellowknife has not been
abandoned: Crews remained
to erect defenses as the flames
approached: while  water
bombers have been seen
flying low over the city and
the Canadian military is also

helping out.
Several towns and
Indigenous communities

had already been evacuated.
The flight from Yellowknife
means half the population
of the near-Arctic territory
has been displaced. The
confusion and terror of the
fires and evacuations have
been compounded by Meta’s
blocking of Canadian news on
Facebook and Instagram.

The decision made earlier
in response to a new law
requiring digital giants to
pay publishers for articles
has  complicated  wildfire
information sharing.

Heritage Minister Pascale
St-Onge on Friday called the
ban “reckless” and demanded
Meta lift it “for the safety
of Canadians facing this
emergency’. Canada  is
experiencing a record-setting
wildfire season: with official
estimates of over 14 million
hectares  already  burned:
almost twice the area of the last
record of 7.3 million hectares.
Four people have died so far.
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CHERNIHIV.

Ukraine

A Russian missile strike
on Ukraine's northern city of
Chernihiv killed seven people
andleftmorethan 100wounded
on Saturday. authorities said:
hours after President Vladimir
Putin met Moscow's top army
commanders.

Chernihivi 150 kilometres
north of Kyiv towards Belarus:
has been largely spared from
major attacks since the first
months of Russia's invasion as
fierce fighting rages in the east
and south.

The Russian army marched
through the city when it
invaded Ukraine through
Belarus in February 2022
before being repelled by Kyiv's
forces.

The strike came after Putin
held talks with top Russian
generals in a rare trip to
operational hub Rostov-on-
Don and as his Ukrainian
nemesisc Volodymyr Zelensky:
visited Sweden for talks with
Prime Minister Ulf Kristersson.

"As of 3:25pm: 117 people
were injured in the terrorist
attack on the centre of
Chernihivi seven of them

(xold prices Stabilize

Saturday: the price of selling
and buying gold in Jordan
stabilized¢ according to the
General Syndicate of Owners
of Trade and Jewelry Shops.

The selling price of one gram
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died." Oleksandr Lomako:
Chernihiv's acting mayor. said
on Telegram.

Viacheslav  Chaus: head
of the Chernihiv region's
military administration. said
on Telegram that a child was
among the dead.

Zelensky said the attack
hit "the centre of the city"

in a square that houses a

"polytechnic  university. a
theatre".
"An  ordinary Saturday:

which Russia turned into a day
of pain and loss:" he said after
his arrival in Sweden.

He posted a video from the
scene showing debris around a
large Soviet-era building: with

parked cars partially destroyed:
smashed roofs and windows
blown out.

AFP reporters saw fire trucks
outside the Taras Shevchenko
Drama Theatre and Music
Academy: which suffered some
damage.

Some nearby buildings also
sustained minor damaged.

Putin meets military

top brass

"There was smoke: screams:
people were running: crying
moaning. We ran to the shelter
when everything happened and
sat there." Iryna: a 24-year-old
bartender in Chernihivi told
AFP. “I'm still a little in shock:
because this hasn’t happened

in a long time: everyone has
relaxed a little. But now we will
probably be going down to the
shelter.”

Until the war is over
“we have no options. Either
accept or go abroad” added
Viktoriya: 40 who manages a
coffee shop.

Hours earlier: the Kremlin
said Putin had travelled to
the southern Russian city of
Rostov-on-Doni ~ Moscow’s
hub for its operations in
Ukraine to meet his top
generals in a rare trip close to
combat zones.

Moscow gave no details of
when the meeting took place:
but footage released by state
media indicated it was at night.

Putin “listened to briefings
by the Chief of the General
Staff of the Russian Armed
Forces Valery Gerasimov:
commanders of directions
and other senior officers of the
group”« the Kremlin said.

Avideo published by the RTA
Novosti news agency showed
Putin( wearing a suit: stepping
out of a jeep in the dark and
being greeted with a handshake
by Gerasimovi in military
attire.

Jordan’s foreign currency reserves stand

at $17.2bn, central bank chiei says

of 21 carats stood at JD 38.7:
while the purchase price JD 37.

The selling price of gold per
gram for 24-carat and 18-carat
was reported to be JD 45.7 and
JD 34.3 respectively.

How will weather be like
first day back to school?

ArabiaWeather website said
that the heatwave is expected
to slightly diminish on Sunday:

leading to a decrease in
temperatures.

Despite  this  decrease
temperatures are anticipated to
remain slightly higher than the
usual average by approximately
two degrees Celsius.

As students embark on their
first day of school on Sunday:
the weather is expected to range
from relatively hot to generally

warm. Particularly: areas such
as the Jordan Valley: the Dead
Sea and Aqaba will experience
persistent high temperatures.

The wind patterns are
predicted to be moderate
and northwesterly in speed:
becoming more active
during the afternoon hours.
Meanwhile; in the southern
parts of the Kingdom: the winds
are expected to be easterly in
the morning and of moderate
strength.

Monetary policy offers
bulwark against inflation:
8th Jordanian Investors
and Businessmen Abroad
Conference told

AMMAN: Jordan’s
foreign exchange reserves
total $17.5 billion: enough to
cover the country’s imports
for over seven months Adel
Sharkas: governor of the
Central Bank of Jordan: said
on Saturday.

Speaking  during  the
8th Jordanian Investors
and Businessmen Abroad
Conference; Sharkas said
that the country’s inflation
rate of 2.7 percent recorded
in the first seven months of
2023 is expected to remain
the same for the rest of the
year.

The central bank raised
interest rates to safeguard
monetary stability. maintain
a positive margin for the
Jordanian  dinar  against
foreign currencies: and keep
inflation rates at sustainable
levels: he said.

Inflation is “an enemy” of
every economy’s investment
and  purchasing  power:
so central banks must
take strong measures to
counteract itc Sharkas said.

He said the central bank’s
key goal is crucial for overall
investment; as well as the
stability of the dinar( with
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a decline in global interest
rates expected in the second

quarter of 2024 pending
sustained improvement in
US economic indicators.
Jordan had the lowest
inflation rate in the
region last year. thanks
to measures to stabilize
prices in the local market
and ensure a 12-month
stock of wheatc which
offered protection against
rising global prices: which
reached $650 per ton.
Sharkas said that monetary
stability is the foundation for
investment: adding that the
central bank is looking to
economic growth by creating
financing opportunities that

encompass critical economic

sectors that employ
Jordanians.

Bank Al-Etihad CEO
Nadia Al-Saeed said

banks operating in Jordan
will assist in providing
the necessary financing
to economic sectors
and investment projects
incorporated in the national
economic  modernization
vision( particularly those
related to  high-value-
added industries that drive
economic growth.

Jordan Kuwait Bank
CEO Haitham Al-Batikhi
said that Jordanian banks
have the experience:
expertise and advisers to

offer facilities to investors
and help overcome hurdles
to establish enterprises(
citing his bank’s financing of
significant projects: primarily
in renewable energy.

Mohammed Al-Ja’fari
director-general of Jordan
Loan Guarantee Corporation;
outlined his company’s role
in providing soft loan services
to mainly small and medium-
sized businesses.

Jordanian investors living
abroad are attending the
two-day conference. which
is focusing on investment
opportunities. and discussing
the role of Jordan’s financial
and banking sector in the
national economy.

Spain Socialists win Iirst parliamentary
baitle, securing speaker role

MADRID

Spanish lawmakers
on Thursday elected the
Socialist Party’s candidate
for parliamentary speaker
following a closely-watched
vote that bodes well for Pedro
Sanchez’s efforts to return as
prime minister. Thursday’s

session was widely seen as a
trial run ahead of a crucial
investiture vote — which
determines who forms the

government — after an
inconclusive July election.
Francina ~ Armengolc 52

was named parliamentary
speaker — the third-highest

office in Spain after the king
and the prime minister —
with an absolute majority
of 178 votes in the 350-seat
chamber. Her election was
secured following a last-
minute deal with the hardline
Catalan  separatist  party
JxCat; which has been cast in

the role of kingmaker.

During the July polls
neither the left nor the
right won enough seats to
constitute a working majority
of 176 representatives — with
each side only able to amass
the cross-party support of
171 law makers.
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