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Top student at
Taatari gets 97.9%
inTaw]ihi, unable to
attend university
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Israel raid kills =
West Bank
fighter, wounds
health worker
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Jordan's hotels
at 31%-72%
occupancy rate
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NEWS

EU concerned over Cybercrimes
Law; urges iundamental freedoms

AMMAN
The European Union (EU) has
expressed apprehension through a

statement on the European Union
External Action website. The lead
spokesperson for foreign affairs and
security policy: Peter Stano: conveyed
the EU's concerns regarding the recently
revised Cybercrimes Law adopted by the
Kingdom.

The statement acknowledges the
Kingdom's endeavor to establish a
strong legislative framework to combat
cybercrime and address evolving security
challenges. However. the EU has pointed
out specific provisions within the new law
that diverge from international human
rights standards. These provisions raise

the potential for limitations on both
online and offline freedom of expression.

The EU urges the Jordanian authorities
to ensure the unwavering protection
of fundamental freedoms during the
implementation of the law: aligning
with Jordan's international obligations.
The EU suggests engaging with relevant
stakeholders: including Jordanian civil
society: deeming it crucial for its success.

Underlining its steadfast support
for Jordan's commitment to political
modernization. the EU reiterated its
dedication to aiding Jordan's continuous
efforts to fortify human rights: strengthen
governance practices: uphold the rule of
law: and stands ready to collaborate with
Jordan in these pursuits.

Every 16 hours a fatal traiiic
accident occurs in Jordan

AMMAN
Greater Amman
Municipality — stated  that

Jordan is witnessing a death
every 16 hours due to traffic
accidents.

The Municipality
commented: "It's time to
protect our community and
safeguard our lives:" on a post
it shared from the Ministry of
Government Communication
regarding the new traffic law:
inwhich the ministryindicated
that the fine for mobile phone
usage while driving has now
become JD50.
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Jordanian tourism
departures rise 37% in Hi 2023

AMMAN

The number of
Jordanians leaving the
country for  tourism
purposes  during the

first half of 2023 reached
816.092: an increase of 37
percent compared to the
same period last year.
Meanwhile; the Jordan
Society of Tourism &

Travel Agents notes a
decline in the number of
individuals interested in
foreign tourism through
travel agencies.

The total number of
Jordanians departing
during the first half of the
previous year was 595.886.
Al-Mamlaka News
reported. The data shows
that the highest month for
departures was June: with
195.284 departures: a 34.7
percent increase from 2022
when there were 144,965
departures in June.

The secretary-
general of the Jordan
Society  of  Tourism
andTravel Agents,

Bassem Al-Ghalayini
said that the preferred
travel destinations for
Jordanians include cities in
Turkey (Antalya: Trabzon.
Istanbul): as well as Egypt.
particularly Sharm El-
Sheikh. Additionally:
Tunisia and Bosnia have
gained popularity recently.
Economic factors
Ghalayini  explained
that these destinations
are favored due to the
competitive  prices in

the market: some not
requiring a tourist visa
favorable exchange
ratesc and the desire for
shopping.

Regarding the travel-
related  statisticsc  he
mentioned  that "the
Association does not have
specific figures: but as
travel agenciesc we have
observed a decrease of up
to 40 percentin the number
of individuals interested in
foreign tourism through

travel agencies compared
to the previous season."

Earlier. the Central
Bank of Jordan stated
that outbound tourism
expenditure during July
2023 increased by 13.1
percent compared to 2022
reaching JD171.2 million.
The outbound tourism
expenditure during the
first seven months of 2023
increased by 37.9 percent
reaching a total of JD813.2
million.

JIB hosts Arab [ood bloggers In
culinary exploration program

AMMAN

The Jordan Tourism
Board (JTB) has extended
an exclusive invitation to
a cohort of food bloggers
and content creators
specializing in the culinary
arts from various Arab
countries; in a strategic
move to amplify its
tourism endeavors.

In a statement on
Wednesday., the JTB
unveiled an immersive
six-day program designed
to provide the invited
content creators with an

1S Wl TG <o

unparalleled
of the Kingdom's culinary
and cultural landscape:

exploration

Jordan News Agency:

Petra reported.

"The initiative aims
to bridge cultural gaps
through the universal

language  of  food
while immersing the
participants in authentic
cooking experiences and
fostering interaction
with local communities
across diverse Jordanian
provinces." the statement

added.

Emphasizing the
significance of culinary
tourism;  the JTB

highlighted that Jordan
boasts a rich tapestry of
cuisine that spans both
Arab and international
fare.

Top student at Zaatari gets 97.9% In
Tawjihl, unable to attend university

AMMAN

The top student at Zaatari Camp in the scientific branch
of the General Secondary Education Certificate (Tawijihi).
Mu'taz Al- Amari achieved a score of 97.9 percent: yet will not
be able to fulfill his dream of attending medical school due to

the financial costs.

Amariv a Syrian national: said that the weak internet within
the camp and tough financial conditions were the primary
challengeshefaced duringhisstudiest Ammon Newsreported.

He mentioned that he is the eldest among his 9 siblings
and lives inside the camp with his father and mother. They
have no source of income except for the JD15 per person they

receive monthly from UN aid.

Yet there is still hope: as various institutions provide
scholarships to refugee communities: such as the EDU-
SYRIA/EDU-JORDAN scholarship which grants to 40
scholarships for a Bachelor’s degree at Zarqa University and
30 scholarships for an International Diploma at Luminus
Technical University College for Syrian refugees: or through
international scholarships such as the DAFI scholarship
provided by the UNHCR. Some universities; such as the Al-
Ahliyyah Amman University: provide direct scholarships to a
select number of refugees every year.

This year. 63.4 percent of students passed the Tawjihi
exams: numbering 70.525 successes. The scientific branch
recorded a pass rate of 75.4 percent: the literary branch had a
pass rate of 55.7 percent: while the pass rate in the vocational

stream stood at 60.7 percent.

-
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Islamic Action Exont seeks ‘Barbie’

Illim ban amid content concerns

AMMAN
The Islamic Action Front
(IAF) strongly condemns

the approval to screen the
film "Barbie" in Jordam
citing explicit scenes that
defy the constitution and
contradict the nation's values:
Arab identity. and Islamic
principles. Despite its ban
in other Arab and Islamic
countriesi IAF demands a ban
on the film's screening and
accountability for permitting
it.

IAF  highlights  the
inconsistency of allowing
the film's display with
Jordan's Islamic identity:
embedded in Article 2 of the
constitution. Moreover: the
party stresses that the film's
content challenges Jordanian
family  values: potentially

undermining  themx
reported.

Additionally. IAF points
out that permitting the film's
screening contradicts the
state's obligations under the
Child Rights Law: Article 8
subsection B. This mandates
authorities to prevent
children's access to explicit
content through policies
and measures: including the
power to seize: suspend: or
confiscate materials.

IAF asserts that the
film's  offensive  content
violates the law: punishable
for production and
dissemination. The party
urges the Fatwa Department:
Ministry of Awgqafi and
relevant authorities to protect
Jordan's Arab-Islamic values
from these deviations.

Jo24

ISrael raid kills West Bank

-

fighter,

JENIN: Palestinian
Territories

Israeli occupation forces on
Thursday killed a Palestinian
fighter and shot a health worker
during a raid on the occupied
West Bank city of Jenin
Palestinian and Israeli officials
said.

The West Bank has seen
surge in violence since early last
year. with a string of attacks
by Palestinians on Israeli
targets, repeated Israeli army
raids and violence by Israeli
settlers against  Palestinian
communities.

"Mustafa Al Kastounic 32
was killed after being shot in
the head: chest and abdomen
by the occupation (Israeli
forces) during an aggression on
Jenin." the Palestinian health
ministry said in a statement.

It said a woman who
"works in supporting medical
professionals” was shot in the
chest and abdomen during the
raid.

Jenin's deputy governor:
Kamal Abu Al Rub: said she
was in critical condition.

The Israeli army said
its forces entered Jenin to
detain wanted Palestinians:
but provided no immediate
comment when asked by AFP

wounds health worke

AL

about the reported shooting of
a healthcare worker.

An  AFP  photographer
saw Palestinians  gathering
following the raid around a
heap of shattered timber and
rubble in a narrow street of the
city: a stronghold of Palestinian
fighters in the northern West
Bank.

The Jenin Brigades: a local
armed group: said Kastouni
was killed when fighters had
confronted  Israeli ~ forces
with “salvos of bullets and
explosive devices” as the troops
“infiltrated” Jenin.

Kastouni himself was a
fighter from the Al Agsa
Martyrs’ Brigades. a militant
group linked to Palestinian
president Mahmud Abbas’s
Fateh movement: the Jenin
Brigades said.

At least 48 Palestinians
including  civilians  and
militants have been killed so
far this year in Israeli raids
on Jenin city and its refugee
camp.

Excluding occupied east
Jerusalem: the West Bank is
home to nearly three million
Palestinians and  around
490.000 Israelis who live in
settlements considered illegal
under international law.

Jordan’s hotels at 31%-12%
occupancy rate - JuA

AMMAN

Vice president and
spokesperson for Jordan
Hotels Association (JHA):
Hussein Hilalat. said local
hotel occupancy rates: in
all categories: during the
current weekend reached 72
percent in Agaba( 63 percent
in Amman, 55 percent in the
Dead Sea: and 31 percent in
Petra.

Occupancy rates in
5-star hotels stood at
87 percent in Aqaba: 62
percent in Amman: 61
percent in the Dead Sea
and 40 percent in Petra;
Jordan News Agency: Petra
reported.

Meanwhile; Hilalat noted

occupancy rates of the 4-star
hotels in Aqaba stood at 70

percenti Amman at about
70 percentt Dead Sea at

49 percent and Petra at 37
percent.

JUIF acquires significant stake
In Aqaba digital city group

AMMAN

In a significant stride
for Jordan's digital
transformation  landscape:
the Jordan Capital and
Investment Fund (JCIF) has
announced its acquisition
of a substantial stake in the
Aqaba Digital City Group.

Hosting the foremost
data center in Jordan. Aqaba
Digital City Group boasts
a capacity of 6 megawatts.
This places it among the elite
neutral data centers across
the Middle East and North
Africa (MENA) region
Jordan News Agency: Petra
reported. This collaboration
was solidified on Thursday:
with the official signing
attended by the minister
of investment: Kholoud
Saqgafc Chairman  Nayef
Fayez of the Aqaba Special
Economic Zone Authority:
deputy governor of the
Central Bank of jordan:
Khaldoun Wishah chairman
of the telecommunications
regulatory authority. Bassam
Sarhan: and a delegation of
eminent figures from the
privatesector. Suites of digital

amenities JCIF: underwritten
by 16 commercial and Islamic
banks: stands as Jordan's
most substantial investment
fund: backed by a staggering
JD275 million. They offer
a suite of digital amenities:
encompassing a  neutral
maritime submarine cable
launching station. a digital
cloud services platform: the
Aqaba Internet Exchange
Point (AqabalX): state-of-
the-art fiber optic internet

networks: international
communication amenities:
and satellite services.

Tracing back to 2017 Iyad
Abu Kharma established
Aqgaba Digital City as a
regional communication
nexus with avant-garde IT
infrastructure and cloud
services. Its credentials
extend to hosting the Blue
Raman submarine cable:
connecting Asia and Europe:
which positions Aqaba Digital

i

City to proffer advanced
cloud services: international
gateway amenitiess and a
slew of other tech-driven
solutions, catering to Jordan
and the wider region.
Strategically nestled
within Aqaba: the city's data
centers serve as a bedrock
for business continuity and
disaster recovery: fortifying
the resilience of Jordan's
banking sector through its
secure infrastructural fabric.
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