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Red Bull Car Park Driit event revs up
renewed passion In Jordan’s drifting scene

DEAD SEA

The screeching tyres: the smell of
burning rubber and the thunderous
engine roars excited the audience as the
Red Bull Car Park Drift event made a
triumphant annual return to Jordan.
Against the stunning backdrop of
the Dead Sea: the 13th edition of this
adrenaline-fuelled spectacle unfolded at
the Jordan Rally tracki showcasing the
exceptional talent of Jordanian drifters.

As the clock struck 9pmq the drifters
took to the track: their cars roaring to
life with a ferocious energy that matched
the crowd’s enthusiasm. Each drift was a
testament to the mastery of both man and
machine: a fusion of courage: technique
and calculated risk-taking.

“The main goal of creating these events
is to give a platform to our local drifters
to showcase their talent and world-class
tuned cars to a bigger network: and for
the Jordanian drifting community to get
its well-deserved recognition:” the event
organiser said in a statement sent to The
Jordan Times: emphasising that safety
was a priority for the entire working team
participants and attendees.

As the competition reached its zenith.
the placements were announced. Moaid
Marwan clinched the coveted 1st place
securing the honour of representing
Jordan in the upcoming Qatar World
Championship to be held in December.
Fares Sarrar claimed 2nd place: while
Anas Al Helo: last year’s champion
secured the 3rd place title.

“Words can’t describe how it feels to
be crowned the 2023 Jordanian King of
Drift.” Marwan said in conversation with
The Jordan Times: adding that winning
this event was “one of his dreams”.

“Dreams do come true: I still can’t
believe it.” he said excitedly: highlighting
that focusing on training and skill
improvement throughout years led him
to his point.

Looking forward to the Qatar World
Championship. he  expressed his
excitement. explaining that his training
will include a combination of track and
simulator work.

Sarrar. the 2nd place winner. told The
Jordan Times that “this close result fuels
my determination to push harder”.

“T'll focus on refining my transitions
and  mastering more  complex
manoeuvres to stay ahead in the future,”
he added.

Commenting on his performance and
drifting style. Sarrar noted that “it’s a mix
of aggressive and precise. with a focus
on maintaining a high level of control
throughout the drift”. His uniqueness
lies in the ability to consistently hit
challenging clipping points while
maintaining speed and angle: he added.

To round off an already sensational
event. daring motocross (MX) athletes:
including Jordanian MX champion
Abdullah Abu Aisheh “Al Sab3” and
Zaid Jaber: alongside Lebanese rally
and drifting champion Abdo Feghali
took centre stage with a series of
jaw-dropping jumps and drifts. One
particularly audacious stunt involved the
two Jordanian MX athletes soaring over
a drifting car manoeuvred by Feghali
positioned between two ramps. The gasps
and cheers from the crowd were a fitting
tribute to their daredevil feats: adding
an extra layer of excitement to an already
electrifying evening.
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USAID Jordan unvells $25
million ‘Youth Grow’ Initiative

AMMAN

At an event celebrating
International Youth Day
Saturday. USAID Jordan
Mission Director Leslie
Reed announced the
launch of “Youth Grow”
a five-year. $25-million
initiative =~ to  increase
economic community
engagement and
economic opportunities
for  youth. Alongside
young entrepreneurs
and youth leaders from
across the Kingdom: Reed
also unveiled the new
music video for the song
“Hear Me”« performed
by  Jordanian  singer
Saif Safadi. The song
captures the unstoppable
spirit. determination
and visionary mindset
embodied by young people
pursuing their dreams
in Jordani a USAID
statement said.

The music video for
“Hear Me” showcases
a diverse group of
young entrepreneurs —
including robotics coach
Abdulkareem Al Zyoud:
media photographer Islam
Al Kayed: youth activist

Y/ |
P

Khaled Al Zawaidah
local tour guide Sewar
Al Fauoric  cultural
entrepreneur Hussein Al
Saket. artist Bulqees Al
Abbadi and filmmaker
Bayan Sabra — who are
helping inspire others
with their determination
to succeed. All of the
featured  entrepreneurs
worked in partnership
with USAID during their
career development.
USAID is continuing
its support to young
people through the "Youth
Grow" initiative. The
project is designed to
increase access to high-
quality career planning

information and economic
opportunities; strengthen
youth leadership and
youth-supporting  civil
society organisations; and
strengthen the Jordanian
government’s systems
to adopt and implement
pro-employment
policies for youth and to
mobilise resources and
innovative  investments
to support youth start-
ups: enterprises and job-
creation programmes.
“Youth Grow is not just
an initiative.” Reed said.
“It is a call to action ands
together. we will foster an
environment where the
growth: development and

success of youth in Jordan
are at the forefront of our
programme priorities.
Young people are the
driving force behind the
positive  transformation
that Jordan seeks to
achieve; and it is their
potential that will shape a
brighter tomorrow.”

The  Youth  Grow
activitye funded under
the auspices of the US-
Jordan memorandum
of understanding for
economic development is
part of the United States’
commitment to helping
Jordan further develop its
economy and empower its
youth.

Hundreds [lee paramilitary aftack
In Sudams Darfur — witnesses

WAD MADANIL
Sudan
Attacks by Sudanese
paramilitaries on Sunday
sent hundreds of civilians
fleeing a major city in
Darfur. residents  told
AFP as battles against the
regular army intensify in
the restive western region.
Darfur as well as
Sudan's capital Khartoum

have borne the brunt of
nearly four months of
fighting between the army
and the paramilitary Rapid
Support Forces (RSF). led
by rival generals vying for
power.

One resident told AFP
hundreds of people have
been  displaced from
Nyala Sudan's second
largest city and capital of

South Darfur state; where
"rockets are falling on
houses".

The war erupted in
Khartoum on April 15
between the forces of
army chief Abdel Fattah
Al Burhan and his former
deputy. RSF commander

Mohamed Hamdan
Daglo.
At least 3,900

people have been killed
nationwide: according to
a conservative estimate
by the Armed Conflict
Location & Event Data
Project.

More  than  four
million people have been
uprooted from  their
homes: according to the
United Nations refugee
agency.

Turkey, China dominate Arab youth view ol allies

AMMAN

The majority of Arab youth view both
Turkey and China as “a strong ally or
somewhat of an ally” of their respective
nations: according to the 2023 ASDA’A
BCW Arab Youth Survey.

The survey. titled “Living a New
Reality”: revealed that new alliances are
emerging in the Arab world.

The survey was conducted from March
27 to April 12¢ 2023. Its findings are
based on face-to-face interviews with
3(600 youth across 53 cities in 18 Arab
states, including Jordan.

It showed that 82 per cent of
respondents named Turkey “a strong
ally or somewhat of an ally”: followed by
China at 80 per cent: the UK at 79 per
cent: Germanyat 78 per cent: Franceat 74
per centand India at 73 per cent: while the
US was ranked seventh at 72 per cent.

“The perception of Russiac the
third-highest ranking ally in last year’s
study: appears to have been hit by the
devastating war in Ukraine.” the survey’s
report stated.

It showed that Russia ranked ninth
below Pakistan. with less than two- thirds:
63 per cent: of Arab youth describing it
as a strong ally or somewhat of an ally.

The report also pointed out that old
enmities in the Arab world remain. It

showed that most Arab youth oppose the
normalisation of ties with Israel. Ninety-
four per cent of those in Jordan said
that they somewhat or strongly oppose
normalising diplomatic relations with
Israel.

Howeverc 75 per centi 73 per cent
and 50 per cent of youth in the UAE:
Egypt and Morocco: respectively. are
supportive of normalisation.

Attitudes towards Arab nations

The survey observed a “feeling of
camaraderie”s  characterising ~ Arab
youth’s attitudes towards other Arab
countries.

Among Arab nations: over nine in
10 Arab youth say Qatar is a “strong
ally or somewhat of an ally” of their
country: followed by Kuwait at 91 per
cent: Egypt at 89 per centi the UAE at
88 per cent and Saudi Arabia at 86 per
cent: it showed.

It also revealed that “Saudi Arabia is
ranked the strongest ally overall: with
54 per cent saying it is a “strong ally™
followed by the UAE”.

Moreover: 87 per cent of young Arabs
said the hosting of the 2022 FIFA World
Cup by Qatar “had galvanised the Arab
world and enhanced Arab pride: while an
equal percentage said events such as the
FIFA World Cup and Expo 2020 Dubai

have promoted greater understanding of
the Arab world in general.” according to
the survey.

Urge to emigrate

“Disillusioned with the state of the
economy in their home country. many
young Arabs: especially in North Africa
and Levant; are actively considering
emigration.” the report stated.

It added that 53 per cent of Arab youth
in the Levant and 48 per cent of Arab
youth in North Africa say they want to
emigrate.

“A dearth of local jobs: economic
instability and conflict are the three
reasons they cite for considering
emigration,” it noted.

However: less than 27 per cent of
Arab youth in the GCC said they were
considering emigrating. This is likely
due to “the success of GCC governments
in promoting access for their citizens
to the private sector”. according to the
report.

It also pointed out that this year’s
preferred emigration destinations for
Arab youth include Canada: followed
by the US: Germany and the UK (tied)
and France. Forty-nine per cent of Arab
youth said the main reason for emigrating
is finding a job: compared to 24 per cent
who said it was citizenship.
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Hawail lire death toll nears 100, anger Srows

More than 2,200 structures damaged or destroyed, leaving thousands homeless

LAHAINA:( United
States

The death toll in Hawaii
from the deadliest US wildfire
in more than a century
was expected to cross the
100-mark Sunday:. fueling
criticism that an inadequate
official response contributed
to the heavy loss of life.

Officials updated the toll to
93 late Saturday: but warned
the figure was likely to rise as
recovery crews with cadaver
dogs continued the grim
task of searching burned out
homes and vehicles in the
epicenter of Lahaina.

The historic coastal town
on the island of Maui was
almost completely destroyed
by the fast-moving inferno
early Wednesday morning:
with survivors saying there
had been no warnings.

When asked Sunday why
none of the island's sirens
had been activated: Hawaii
Senator =~ Mazie  Hirono
said she would wait for the
results of an investigation
announced by the state's
attorney general.

"I'm not going to make
any excuses for this tragedy."
Hirono« a Democrat. told
CNN's "State of the Union."

"We are really focused: as
far as I'm concerned: on the
need for rescue: and: sadly
the location of more bodies."

More than 2200 structures
were damaged or destroyed
as the fire tore through
Lahaina: according to official
estimatesc  wreaking  $5.5

thousands homeless.

“The remains we’re finding
are from a fire that melted
metal,” said Maui Police
Chief John Pelletier. “When
we pick up the remains...
they fall apart.”

Among the ruins in
Lahaina( a town of more than
12,000 and former home of
the Hawaiian royal family. an
iconic, 150-year-old banyan

but severely burned: AFP
journalists saw.

President Joe Biden said
on Sunday he was “looking
at” the possibility of visiting
the island. The wildfire is
the deadliest in the United
States since 1918 when 453
people died in Minnesota and
Wisconsin: according to the
non-profit research group
the National Fire Protection

surpassed 2018’s Camp Fire
in California; which virtually
wiped the small town of
Paradise off the map and
killed 86 people.

Maui suffered numerous
power outages during the
crisisc  preventing many
residents from  receiving
emergency alerts on their
cell phones. No emergency
sirens were sounded: and

spoken of learning about the
blaze because of neighbors
running down the street.

“The mountain behind us
caught on fire and nobody
told us jack:” resident Vilma
Reed: 63 told AFP.

“You know when we found
that there was a fire? When
it was across the street from
us.” Reed: whose house
was destroyed by the blaze

handouts and the kindness
of strangers: while sleeping
in a car with her daughter.
grandson and two cats.

In its emergency
management plan last year:
the State of Hawaii described
the risk wildfires posed to
people as being “low”.

Some residents who fled
the flames have also expressed
anger at a roadblock put
up preventing them from
returning to their homes.

Maui police said members
of the public would not be
allowed into Lahaina while
safety ~ assessments  and
searches were ongoing —
even some of those who could
prove they lived there.

Some residents waited for
hours hoping to be allowed
in to comb through the
ashes or look for missing
pets or loved ones. When
asked about growing anger
at the response( Hirono told
CNN she understood the
frustration because “we are in
a period of shock and loss.”

Maui’s fires follow other
extreme weather events in
North America this summer:
with record-breaking
wildfires still burning across
Canada and a major heat wave
baking the US southwest.

Europe and parts of Asia
have also endured soaring
temperatures: with  major
fires and floods wreaking
havoc. Scientists say human-
caused global warming is
exacerbating natural hazards.
making them both more likely

billion in damage and leaving

tree

remained  standing

Labour Ministry outlines
regulations Saieguarding righis
0f feachers in private schools

AMMAN

Workers in  private
educational institutions are
entitled to an annual increase
of 5 per cent of the gross
salary. with a limit of JD40.
according to the Ministry of
Labour.

In a recent statement
the ministry indicated that
workers in private educational
institutions are entitled to a
monthly wage of no less than
the minimum wage of JD260.
Teachers in private educational
institutions are also entitled to a
teacherallowance ofJ]D10under

the standard employment
contract.
Additionally. workers in

private educational institutions
are entitled to a JD3 increase for
each year of experience under
the standard employment
contract.

The ministry also stated
that employees in private
educational institutions are
entitled to summer vacation
wages in the event that their
contract is renewed for another
year in the same school.

As per ministry regulations:
a written notice must be sent
to both parties regarding the
contract; either to renew or
terminate the contract for the
following academic year. one
month before the end of the
term.

Furthermore. all private
schools and kindergartens are

obligated to transfer the salaries
of their employees to approved
banks.

The statement also said that
workers in private educational
institutions are entitled to 14
days of sick leave with full pay
per year: in accordance with
the provisions of Article 65 of
the Labour Law.

A teacher is also entitled
to maternity leave of
10 weeks with full pay:
provided that the leave
days do not exceed six
weeks after childbirth. It
is prohibited by law to work
before this period expires.

The ministry reiterated
legal measures against the
owner of private schools in
the event of non-compliance
with the minimum wage:
delayed wages. or sex-based
discrimination in wages: with
a financial fine in accordance
with the provisions of Article
53 of the Labour Law.

On the other hand: male
teachers in private educational
institutions are entitled to three
days of paid paternity leave.

Workers in private
educational institutions have
the right to submit a complaint
or inquiry through the
electronic Hemaya platform
on the ministry’s website
or file an invitation with the
ministry’s Wages Authority
in cases that fall under its
jurisdiction.

Association. The death toll

many Lahaina residents have

said she was depending on

and more deadly.

Jordan scores 10w In women’s empowerment,
oender parity categories in UN report

AMMAN

Jordan scored low in the
women’s empowerment and
gender parity categories in a
recent report by UN Women
and the United Nation
Development ~ Programme
(UNDP).

The report. titled “The
Paths to Equal: Twin indices
on women’s empowerment
and  gender  equality”
highlights challenges faced
by women around the world
using two indices.

The Women’s
Empowerment Index
(WEI): “measures women’s
power and freedoms to
make choices” and The
Global Gender Parity Index
(GGPI). “assesses gender
disparities in key dimensions
of human development”.

Jordan was listed among

the countries with low
scores in the women’s
empowerment category:

with a WEI score of 0.488
in 2022. The Kingdom also
marked a low performance
on the GGPI with a score of
0.562.

The rate of women of
reproductive age (15 to 49
years old) in Jordan whose
family ~ planning  needs
were satisfied with modern
methods stood at 57 per
cent in 2022. The adolescent
birth rate in Jordan reached
24.9 births per 1.000 women
between the ages of 15 and 19
the same year: the report said.

Twin indices on women’s empowerment

and gender equality

It also revealed that the
share of seats held by women
in parliament stood at 13.3
per cent in 2023. In local
government: women held
24.9 per cent of seats from
2015 to 2022.

“In the United Arab
Emirates — the only country
in Western Asia and North
Africa to reach parity in
parliament representation —
a quota set by presidential
decree has boosted the share

of parliamentary seats held
by women to 50 per cent
since the 2019 election.” the
report stated.

The report also pointed
out that more women than

men occupy management
positions in Jordan.
The share of managerial
positions held by women
reached 57.2 per cent
during the period between
2015 and 2022.

“Despite  the progress

in representation: it is not
enough to support women in
getting to positions of greater
power. It is important to
address structural barriers
as well as the backlash driven
by discriminatory gender
norms.

“Female parliamentarians
point to disruption
of  formal processes:
technological barriers: lack
of childcare and online
harassment as new obstacles
reversing  progress  in
promoting gender-sensitive
parliaments and gender-
responsive legal reforms.”
the report stated.

Moreover: the report
showed that 13 per cent
of partnered women
and girls from 15 to 49
years old reported being
subjected to physical and/
or sexual violence by a
current or former intimate
partner “in the previous 12
months”c based on 2018
figures.

The fraction of life
expectancy at birth spent
in good health stood at 85.3
per cent for females and 88.4
per cent for males in 2019
according to the report.

It also said that 49.9 per
cent of the female population
in Jordan aged 25 and older
had completed secondary
education or higher:
compared to 50.6 per cent
for their male counterparts.
based on 2022 figures.
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