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NEWS

Iniectious Diseases Centre monitoring
new °‘Eris’ strain of COVID-19
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AMMAN

The acting head of the National
Epidemiology and Infectious Diseases
Centre; Mohammed Al-Yahya: affirmed
on Tuesday that they are continuously
monitoring the epidemiological state of
the "Eris" variant of COVID-19.

The epidemiology advisor at the
center. Bassam Hijjawi: said that "Eris"
is a new version of the Omicron variants
and there are no indications that it poses a
greater threat to citizens so far compared
to previous variants of Omicron. Al-
Mamlaka News reported.

Among the notable symptoms of
"Eris" are nasal congestion: headaches:
fatigue (mild to severe). thirst: and
throat inflammation.

The center noted that scientific
indicators and the limited number of
cases so far suggest that the incubation
period is less than five daysi and is
similar to the incubation period of the
Omicron strainc which was characterized

by its rapid spread compared to previous
strains.

Eris has been added by the World
Health Organization to the list of
monitored coronavirus variants. This
variant was first discovered in Asia
before July 2023.

Indications

Regarding  the  epidemiological
situation in Jordan: the center indicated
that despite the suspension of most
monitoring of COVID-19 cases: the
monitoring system from selected centers
indicated that after a hiatus of seven weeks
of positive samples; the percentage of
positive samples has risen, reaching four
percent.

The center predicted an increase in
positive samples in the near future based
on probabilistic calculations relying on
data from the ministry alongside global
data. A noticeable increase in hospital
admissions due to "Eris" has been
observed in the United Kingdom.

Observatory detects 3.4-magnitude

earthquake in south of Jordan

AMMAN

The Jordanian  Seismological
Observatory at the Ministry of Energy
and Mineral Resources detected an
earthquake on Tuesday. August 8
measuring 3.4 on the Richter scale in
Wadi Araba: south of the Kingdom.

Ghassan Sweidan: president of the
observatory. stated that the earthquake
wasrecorded at 8:29a.m. and occurred at
adepth of 10 kilometers: indicating that it
was a weak to moderate earthquake that
most residents did not feel Jordan News
Agency Petra reported.
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Marlink-96 satellites
10 grace the Jordanian SKy

AMMAN

On Tuesday: August
8 at 8:44 PM: observers
in Jordan will have the
opportunity to witness
a sequence of bright
consecutive lights as the
Starlink-96  satellites:
also known as the space
internet project. pass

overhead. The satellites

will traverse the night
sky from the northwest
to the northeast;
according to Ammar
Sakajic president of the
Jordan Astronomical
Society.

In the early hours of
Monday.  August 8th
at 5:24 AM local time
in  Jordani SpaceX's
Falcon 9 rocket took off
from Florida's launch
site. This launch carried
with it 22 satellites from
the  Starlink-96  G68-
constellation. These
satellites have commenced
their ~ orbital  journey
around Earth Khaberni

reported.

To date SpaceX has
successfully deployed
around 4,900 satellites
as part of the Starlink
constellation with
4,500 of them actively
operating. The company
has secured approval for

the deployment of an
additional 12,000 satellites
and has submitted arequest
for permission tolaunch an
impressive 30,000 more
satellites.

However: concerns
have been raised by some
astronomical entities

regarding the potential
consequences of such a
vast number of satellites:
including increased space
debrisc disruptions  to
astronomical observations:
and interference with the
study of astronomy and
cosmology.

Efforts are underway to reduce
energy costs - Kharabsheh

AMMAN

The minister of energy
and mineral resources
Saleh  Al-Kharabsheh
stated on Monday: August
7. thateffortsareunderway
toreduce the cost of energy
and address issues related
to petroleum products
and natural gas.

He said that Jordan has
a "distinct and promising”
opportunity  in  the
renewable energy sector:
given that the country has
solar radiation rates ranked
among the top 3 in the

=S

world.
Pointing out that the
challenges in the energy

_.———-——"_-_—'[-___

sector are due to heavy
reliance on imports from
abroad: as complaints

about rising energy costs
are among the major

challenges  facing  the
sector.

Kharabsheh also
mentioned  that  the

Ministry of Energy and
the Phosphate Mines
Company will sign two
new memoranda  of
understanding regarding
phosphate on Thursday:
bringing the total number
of memoranda  the
ministry has signed since
the beginning of 2022 to
13.

Aqaba committed to enhancing tourism In Golden Triangle

AMMAN

In an ongoing commitment to invigorate both domestic and
international tourism: the Aqaba Special Economic Authority is
curating an array of activities and ventures focusing on Aqaba and the
iconic Golden Triangle: comprising Aqaba: Petra: and Wadi Rum.
These efforts underscore the region's rich potential as a vibrant travel
hub.

Over recent months the city has seen a flourish of artistic
entertainment. and family-friendly festivals. further amplifying its
allure: Jordan News Agency Petra reported.

Underlining the authority's proactive role. Fayez mentioned various
initiatives undertaken in tandem with tourism sector partners. These
include the promotion of tourist attractions within the city and hosting
numerousfamilyeventsacross Aqaba. all freelyaccessible to the public.

Highlighting Aqaba’s dedication to the marine environment: a
monumental seabed cleanup drive was recently launched at Aqaba's
central beach. This initiative. which saw the involvement of 120
divers: manifests the city's commitment to sustainable tourism.

"The city's maritime infrastructure and the synergistic collaboration
between the public and private sectors have elevated Aqaba’s tourism
stature." Nayef Hamidi Fayez: the head of the Aqaba special region
authority: noted.

Influx of visitors

The past quarter welcomed about 100,000 tourists through Agaba’s
entry points: including border crossings like Al-Yatm: Wadi Arabas
Al-Durra the King Hussein International Airport. and the passenger
terminal port.

This period also saw the entry of approximately 23,000 passenger
vehicles and 2400 buses.

A standout figure from the authority's data reveals over 71.000
visitors disembarked from 58 shipsc a number that considerably
surpassed the anticipated 25.000 tourists from 10 ships.
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AMMAN

The United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR) has announced a
decrease of 0.742 percent in
the Syrian refugee population
in Jordan. According to a
report unveiled on Tuesday
by the UNHCR the number of
Syrian refugees in Jordan has
decreased by 4908 individuals
between the beginning of 2023
and July 31.

The report underscores that
the total number of refugees
registered with the UNHCR as
of the end of July was 656,762,
a decrease from the 661.670
refugees registered at the
start of the year. Hala News
reported.

Distribution of refugees by
governorate

When  analyzing  the
distribution of  refugee
numbers by governorate:
Amman: emerges as the host
of the highest number of
Syrian refugees in Jordan: with
195:334 refugees registered
with the UNHCR.

Following closely is Mafraq
with an approximate count of
169.043 Syrian refugees: trailed
by Irbid with around 128.467

refugees. Zarqa  provided
refuge for 97.310 refugees:
while Balga and Madaba

sheltered 17,039 and 13.027
refugees respectively. Jerash
followed with 8524 refugees:
while Karak accounted for
8312 refugees.

Ma'an and Ajloun

1Wo dead, thousands without

accommodated 8,194  and
5.794 refugees respectively.
Aqaba hosted 3.781 refugees:
while Tafilah had the lowest
number: housing 1:428 Syrian
refugees within the Kingdom.

Population of registered and
unregistered refugees stands at
1.3 million

Considering registered and
unregistered  refugees: the
current Syrian population in
Jordan stands at approximately
1.3 millionc with almost
half officially recognized as
"refugees” under the UNHCR.
According to UNHCR records:
the tally of registered refugees

reached 656.762 by the
conclusion of the preceding
month.

Safadi asks organizations to
reconsidered their decision to
reduce food aid for refugees

Amidst these circumstances:
Ayman Safadic the Minister of
Foreign Affairs and Expatriates:

has recently appealed to
the United Nations World
Food Program and other
organizations to reconsider
their decision to reduce food
aid for Syrian refugees in
Jordan starting from August 1.

Safadi urges these
organizations  to  review
their position: underscoring
that  ensuring  dignified
living conditions for
refugees constitutes a global
responsibility.  transcending
our nation's role as a host.

He emphasizes
urgency for the United
Nations to facilitate the
voluntary  repatriation  of
refugees. In the interim. he
accentuates the significance
of these agencies maintaining
substantial ~support. Safadi
assertsc "We will consult with
the neighboring host countries
to convene a meeting aimed
at collaboratively devising a
response to the reduction in
support for Syrian refugees
and formulating strategies
to mitigate its impact. The
obligation ~ of  furnishing
refugees with a life of dignity
cannot indefinitely rest solely
upon us."

the
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WASHINGTON

Much of the eastern United
States was lashed by intense
storms Monday: leaving at least
two people dead: hundreds of
thousands without power and
thousands of flights cancelled or
delayed.

Millions of people were
under severe weather alerts:
including tornado watches:
as rain. strong winds and
hail swept east along nearly
the entire eastern seaboard:

from Alabama to New
York.
The National Weather

Service (NWS) had predicted
a “moderate risk” of hazardous
storms. with gusts up to 130
kilometers per hour.

“Stay weather aware and
make sure you have multiple
ways to receive warnings.”
the NWS in Baltimore and
Washington said on social
media earlier in the day.

As much of the severe
weather danger subsided into
the late evening: some areas
faced flood threats as rain
continued to fall.

The NWS issued flash flood
warnings for Washington and
the cities of Arlington and
Alexandria in neighbouring
Virginia until 2:45am Tuesday
(0645 GMT).

Hail as large as 11.5
centimetres in diameter was
recorded in Virginia; the NWS
said.

In Alabama; a 28-year-old

man died after being struck by
lightning in an industrial park
parking lot. alocal ABC station
reported.

And in South Carolina/ a
15-year-old was killed when
he was hit by a falling tree

outside his  grandparents’
house: according to alocal CBS
station.

By early Tuesday: nearly
600,000  customers  were
without power along the East
Coast. from Pennsylvania to
Georgia: according to tracking
website PowerOutage. us.

Local media and government
agencies in Maryland released
images of downed power lines
strewn across streets: and trees
that fell into homes and across
roads and rail lines.

Other  southern  states
experienced similar  storm
damage: with Georgia Power
releasing photos of fallen trees
that pulled down power lines
due to high winds: hail and
heavy rain.

“Our crews are working
safely and as quickly as possible
to get the lights back on”
the electric utility said on X
formerly known as Twitter.

More than 1,700 US flights
were cancelled on Monday and
more than 8000 delayed as the
severe weather loomed: website
FlightAware said.

In  Washington. federal
agencies sent employees home
early at 3:00pm Monday in
anticipation of the weather.

planning workshop commences

AMMAN

Interior Minister Mazen
Faraya launched a workshop
on Monday: August 7.
focusing on the integration
of gender gap indicators
into regional development

planning.

This initiatives
championed by the
Decentralization:

Accountability: and Integrity
Program: aims to measure
and analyze the gender
disparity at the regional
level: Jordan News Agency:
Petra reported.

The program: supported
by UNDP Jordan and funded
by the European Union
evaluates gender gaps using
criteria established by the
GlobalGender Gap Index and
the World Economic Forum
2006.

Their assessment focuses
on four primary domains:
participation: economic
opportunities;  educational
achievements: health: and
political empowerment.

The initiative a
collaboration between
Jordan's Interior Ministry:
the European Union
mission« and the United
Nations Development
Program (UNDP) in Jordan.
showcased outcomes and
recommendations stemming

from their joint efforts.

This workshop is the first
in a series scheduled from 8th
to 10th August: which will
delve deeper into evaluations
targeting the regions of Balqa:

Madaba:  Irbid:
Tafilah: and Aqaba.

Strategic approach

Faraya emphasized the
ministry's commitment
to assessing the gender
gap indicators within the
developmental frameworks
of six governorates - Irbid
Ajlounc Balqac Madabas
Tafilah. and Aqaba.

This preliminary phase
will be followed by a broader
assessment in the remaining

Ajlounq

six ~ regions. eventually
culminating in municipal-
level evaluations.

Detailing their strategic
approach: Faraya noted that

the ministry has prioritized
gender  integration into
upcoming provincial council
budgets.

He stressed the
importance of embedding
gender considerations

into the annual economic
and social reality report
aiming to streamline project
prioritization within regional
plans and annual budgets
thus narrowing the gender
gap.

The event saw the

participation of Wafaa
Bani  Mustafar minister
of social  development
and chairperson of the
ministerial committee for
women's empowerment:
Musa Maaita; chairman of
the independent election
commission Majdi Shriqic
director-general of the
general budget department:
and  UNDP's  resident
representative in Jordan.
Randa Abu Al-Hassan.

Furthermore: key
figures from the Ministry
of Interior. Balga and
Madaba governorates: and
various ministries were also
present.

Princeton course includes book
that condemns Israell crimes

WEST JERUSALEM

In its upcoming fall
semesteraclassatPrinceton
university. Decolonizing
Trauma  Studies from
the Global South: will be
including the book “The
Healing Humanities: The
Right to Maim” by Jsbir

Puar. Its summary states
that Israel is allegedly
“supplementing its right
to kill with the right to
maim.”

Puar also claims that
the Israeli Army had been
harvesting Palestinian
organs: and that the supposed

organ mining mentioned was
used by the IDF for "scientific
research." Jerusalem post
reported.

Puar is a professor and
graduate director of women's
and gender studies at Rutgers
University. and she has
consistently accused Israel of

ethnic cleansing Palestinians.
Her book caused controversy
when it was released six years
ago.

The course that would
be including the book is

“Decolonizing Trauma
Studies from the Global
South”.
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