Scorpion
takes 6 year
old girl's life
in Aqaba

Is agreen
hydrogen
boom coming
to Africa?

- Saudi Arabia to

~ hostinternational
. meeting concerning
- Ukraine criss

o < » S
N “ (3
i dal! Cildgl M “'.‘.s'l'0 "'u'.‘.ég""
< ® L us * . &Hen v f *
. o LN .
st g v e | g2yl 9 adlall Sleal &l gl dalugll Crlgall
~ . £o
A, 242 A I Il L Ol Lo “’*“.m rReN]] § &yyp4en 3 duiat) 554aY
o 0 = O () b ol Laagas e L > - 8 =2 ° — =n
Al Al H 0422 yatl A o A 2 di o - rﬁ A Oles - Ciowll
% T o) gaall - Las ¥ dalutl Sl il calil ll @l pall gadlss Al
0733 el Slaclud) a3 lelul dLE lugly SU gia Jguld Sse 3 WROes &ebe Lsb olpagy
(3174) st ¥ Ligacally GAMN Jooll LaPll dali alySll S35 dalut) algall st &AL OO S gty 00
@ 09000 g bl 3 dnnadall & oSl 5l ym 3, plihl (Logu gun £33 50 GSIT gall ot SSOLE w,-'ﬂ-'-\-'; ! :\-ﬂf“ s OSJ:"
S g G LYl sgall  slibl agea § dsyliall (MI26, 5 ceod! Gl - &0aY) dalud) ol S
«

IS il duidadl daallg

@Pre L) - caddl gl

3 i et

()
S

~ Jordan deploys
 three RAF aircraft
toaid Cypriot
firefighting efforts
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NEWS

Jordan deploys three RAE aircral
to aid Cypriot firefighting efiorts

AMMAN

Inresponse to orders from His Majesty
the King the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
and Expatriates announced on Saturday:
August 5¢ the dispatch of three Royal
Jordanian Air Force (RAF) aircraft to
aid in combating the severe wildfires in
the city of Limassol in the Republic of

ATEMA established,

Cyprus.

The Kingdom has confirmed its
commitment to extending assistance
and support to all fraternal and friendly
nations. This deployment is a testament
to Jordan's solidarity with the Republic
of Cyprus during this challenging ordeal
Jordan News Agency: Petra reported.

alms for economic

empowerment in women over 55

AMMAN

Last Sunday: July 30 witnessed the
inauguration of AZEMA an initiative
which primarily aims to support retired
women living in Amman who are in the
55+ age bracket by providing them with
economic empowerment opportunities.

The initiative also aims to foster a
supportive community for women over
the age of 55 by utilizing the mentorship
of experienced professional women from
the MENA region in various fields and
sectors.

The inaugural event was hosted
by INJAZ: a non-profit Jordanian
organization. through its business
incubator “mySTARTUP”. The event
was led by INJAZ CEO Deema Bibi and
mySTARTUP Executive Director Safa
Hijazeen.

Business plans

AZEMA was established by Manal Al-
Sharif; a Jordanian woman who was a
fellow at the 2022 cohort of the Harvard
Advanced Leadership Initiative. The
visionand goal of AZEMA was fleshed out

by Sharif during her time at Harvard. after
months of collaboration with professors
from Harvard Business School: which
involved  business  planning and
brainstorming sessions.

“The initiative will lead to the
establishment of a community of
experienced women to support each
other. contribute to changing beliefs
about the role of working women:
especially over the age of 55. thus
creating a new culture for the business
environment.” Sharif stated during her
opening speech.

During the next three weeksi AZEMA
will aim to host three meetings which
will focus on training and educating
AZEMA’s members on the topic of
negotiation. which will include a session
led by an expert from the “Negotiations
Lab” at Harvard Kennedy School.
“Members of AZEMA will acquire the
skill of negotiation: which will enhance
their role as mentors and transfer this
skill to young men and women.” El-
Sharif said during the inaugural.

|
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Saudi Arabia to host international
meefing concerning UKraine Crisis

AMMAN

Saudi Arabia
announced a meeting
that will be held in Jeddah
concerning the Ukrainian
crisis on Saturday. August
5¢ as part of Saudi efforts to
act as a mediator between
Moscow and Kyiv.

T

The  Saudi  Press
Agency reported  that
the meeting included
national security advisers
and representatives from
several countries regarding
the  Ukrainian  crisis
Ammon News reported.

The Saudi government

expressed its hope that
the  meeting  would
contribute to enhancing
dialogue and cooperation
through exchanging
views: coordination:
and international-
level  discussions on
effective diplomatic and

political ~solutions for
the  Ukrainian  crisis.
They aim to promote
international peace and
security, and to prevent
further =~ humanitarian,
security, and economic
repercussions through the
worldwide crisis.

National economy Sees
overall srowth in Hi 2023

AMMAN
Overall national
economy indicators

have been rising since
the beginning of 2023 as
national exports soared
during the first 5 months
by 6.8 percent: recording
JD3.415 million.
Moreover: number of
visitors to the Kingdom
during the past 7 months
of 2023 achieved "record"

levels: reaching 3.7 million
touristss marking  an
increase of 51.3 percent:
compared to the same
period last year. Jordan
News  Agency: Petra
reported.

In H1 2023/ tourism
revenue grew by 59.4
percent reaching
about JD2.45 billion:
compared to the same
period last year: the data

revealed.

Also during H1 2023,
foreign direct investment
flows to the Kingdom
increased by 47.6 percent
to reach JD598 million:
driven by improvements
in investment paths and
the introduction of a set
of reforms to improve
Jordan's business climate:
foremost is the new
Investment Environment

Law.

The data showed that
new industrial investments
of $850 million were
also announced: which
would  contribute to
providing 3:650 new job
opportunities for the local
workforce.

Meanwhile;  industrial
exports are expected to
reach about $1.2 billion
this year.

(nhumane treatment ol migrants
al Ifaly-France border — charity

Majority ol migrants were «n situations ol extreme vuinerability)

ROME

Migrants are being systematically turned

emergency reception centre in the area.
Migrants are "forced to sleep on the streets:

away by France at the border with Italy with
"acts of violence. degrading and inhumane
treatment”. the Doctors Without Borders
(MSF) charity said Friday.

People spoken to by an MSF team between
February and June in the Italian city of
Ventimiglia on the border: reported recurrent
procedural violations by French officials: and
indifference from Italian ones.

"The systematic pushback of individuals at
the French-Italian border is often accompanied
by acts of violence: degrading or inhumane
treatment as well as arbitrary detention" MSF
said in its report.

The situation was also dire on the Italian side
of the border. it said.

"Access to essential services is extremely
limited for those returned at the French border
and those transiting through Ventimiglia,"
MSF said: due to the closure by Italy of the only

in abandoned buildings or under (the) bridge:
thus exposed to danger: health and weather
hazards and without access to sanitary facilities:
clean water or adequate shelter": it said.

MSF said the majority of the migrants were
"in situations of extreme vulnerability", and
many had undergone "very traumatic" journeys
from Africa to Europe.

Most of the people the team treated came
from Cameroonc Guinea and the Ivory
Coast and the top three medical issues
were dermatologicali muscoloskeletal and
neurological disorders.

Nearly 92,000 migrants have arrived in
Italy since the start of the year. more than
double compared to the same period in 2022,
according to the Italian interior ministry.

A large number only intend to transit
through Italy for France or countries in
northern Europe.
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IS a green

NEWS

Oil and gas shaped the
modern history of states such
as Saudi Arabia and Qatar:
Venezuela and Nigeria, Texas
and Alberta. The presence or
absenceofsuchresources. and
the use made of them: shift
economics: societiesc and
geopolitics. Green hydrogen:
the emerging clean fuel: is
quite different: it needs sun.
wind: and land. So it should
be an ideal opportunity for
many developing countries
where those three things are
in abundance - but can they
seize it?

Green  hydrogen  uses
renewable electricity
generated from solar:

wind: or even hydropower
or geothermali to split

water into its constituents
via electrolysis. There is
virtually zero worldwide

green hydrogen production
today. but excitement has
surged since 2020. It seems
an ideal way to use newly-
cheap renewables to make a
zero-carbon fuel: with wide
potential to  decarbonize
heavy industry and provide
sustainable fuels for ships and
airplanes. The vast quantities
of  renewable electricity
required¢  though:  favor
countries with vast areas of
flat: mostly empty land.

A variety of investments

In Marchi a consortium
of the UAE’s clean energy
company Masdar. Egyptian
energy provider Infinity
and  German  developer
Conjuncta signed a
preliminary agreement for
a 10 gigawatt; $34 billion
green hydrogen project in
Mauritania. The northwest
African country has a GDP
of just $10 billion and power

generation capacity of barely
half a gigawatt. To call such
a project transformational.

if it happenst is an
understatement.

And this is not Mauritania’s
only hydrogen  concept:

British oil major BP: France’s
TotalEnergies: gas minnow
Chariot: and international
renewable developer CWP
Global are working on others.
In total these could amount
to 80 gigawatts and hundreds
of billions of dollars of
investment.

Namibia; in  southwest
Africac with 2.5 million
people and a GDP only a little
higher than Mauritania’s.
also possesses a long Atlantic
coastline and extensive desert
territory. Hyphen Hydrogen
Energy. with African and
German shareholders: plans a
$10 billion hydrogen plant.

More established energy

Scorpion takes 6 year

old girl’s life in Agaba

AMMAN

A six-year-old girl passed
August 5
as a result of being stung
by a scorpion in the Abu
affiliated

away  Saturday:

Khushaybah area
with the Agaba Governorate.

Upon her arrival at Prince
Al-Hussein

Hashem  Bin

Military =~ Hospitale it

reported.

producers in the continent
- South Africac Egypt
Morocco¢ Angola - have
also announced projects. On
current pronouncements
Africa stands behind only
Europe in the volume of green
hydrogen production by the
early 2030s.

Mauritaniac Egypt and
Morocco have the advantage
of proximity to Europe: set
to be the biggest importing
market globally. Japan and
South Korea are more distant
and are expected to seek
supplies from the Middle East
and Australia.

Hurdles to
development

Such huge projects will
drastically reshape their host
countries. However: they face
numerous challenges. Even if
they go ahead: they will not
bring the same easy wealth
as oil and gas - but. done

sustainable

welle there is the potential
for broader-based and more
sustainable development.

First. there is the simple
challenge of delivering such
huge investments in countries
with limited infrastructure
and expertise. This favors the
north African states and South
Africa. Even here: it has been
difficult to sign long-term
offtake contracts: essential
to underpin financing. The
market is nascent. users are
waiting to see how projects
advance and costs decrease.
Developers need to execute
their projects in order to
purchase equipment in bulk
so that costs can falli and
electrolyzer- makers are
waiting on orders before
gearing up production lines.
This is a three-sided chicken-
and-egg problem.

Second:  Africa faces
competition. Australia

Brazili Chile and the Arabian
Peninsula  have  similar
advantages  of  sparsely-
populated: coastal land with
strong sun and wind¢ and
more established economies
and technical expertise.

But perhaps the biggest
threat of all comes from the
US. It has empty land with
strong wind in the Midwest
and sun in the southwest.
It has a massive. highly-
skilled ~ energy  industry
with abundant finance and
entrepreneurial talent.
And President Joe Biden’s
Inflation  Reduction  Act:
which was signed into law a
year ago. offers remarkably
generous  subsidies  for
hydrogen production( of up
to $3 per kilogram: meaning
that by the early 2030s. it
could be virtually free to make
in favorable locations.

It’s hard to imagine that

such largesse will persist —
it will become impossibly
expensive: if green hydrogen
expands into a large industry.
But right now: America is the
land of opportunity. There is
the risk that developers will sit
on their African projects until
the market shakes out.

Third: there is the question
of how African countries turn
their hydrogen potential into
gold. It will be a costly and
competitive industry. Taxing
it heavily or demanding
government shares will drive
away investors.

So states in Africa should
ensure that at least some

of the hydrogen is wused
to generate value locally
and not just exported.

Hydrogen: a very light and
leak-prone gas: is costly to
transport internationally.
Most announced projects
plan to turn it into ammonia
a constituent of fertilizers
and an important chemical
feedstock: which is much
easier to transport. African
farmers could certainly do
with more fertilizers. The
hydrogen can also be used to
convert iron ore into usable
ironi and to make synthetic
fuels. Despitethesechallenges:
Gulf investors: such as private
UAE firm AMEA Power
and Saudi Arabia’s ACWA
Power. as well as Masdar. are
interested in the continent’s
hydrogen potential. While
indigenous. European: and
Australian firms are well-
represented already. China
the US: and Japan are
conspicuous by their absence.
The opportunities are there
for fruitful partnerships. and
energy trades quite differently
from past extractive models.

Jordan needs an industrial policy

The debate in economics
regarding the effectiveness
of industrial policy is at an
all-time high. An industrial
policy is usually a set of
actions that combine and

policies underscores their
effectiveness in pushing the
development of economies
that adopt such policies.

Jordan’s
innovation

case for

was
revealed that the girl's condition
was critical due to being stung
by a scorpion on her right
hand. She was admitted to the
Intensive Care Unitbefore sadly
succumbing to her injuries
this morning: Khaberni News

coordinate government
efforts to bolster economic
activities in one or more
sectors of the economy.
They could include strategic

protection  of  certain
industries: government
subsidies direct  public
sector  investments, tax

holidays and breaks: supply-
chainresilience: job creation:
better-paying jobs: greening
the economy: etc.
Afterhavingbeenshunned
for decades due to the
pervasiveness of neoliberal
demagoguery: and the focus
of analysis on import duties:
there is currently a growing
prevalence of industrial
policies.  Furthermore: as
in the past: the pursuance
of such policies is led by
the countries of the global
North. It is time that Jordan
devises and implements an
industrial policy.
International examples
The Biden Administration
issued legislation last year that
would pump over a trillion
dollars into the economy
with a focus on innovation
technology.  IT:¢  green
economy: and infrastructure.
The legislation,  which
intends to syphon investment
out of other countries: create
new jobs in the US/ and
maintain its innovative and
experiential global leadership

is camouflaged in a legitimate
sounding cloak of creating a
greener economy.

But the US is not alone:

the European Union is
introducing similarly
protective legislation on

semiconductors to increase
the EU’s share in global
chips production capacitors.
China also aims to boost its
high-tech  manufacturing.
Furthermore. the World
Economic Forum believes
that industrial policies will
have a significant impact on
the global economy in the

coming years.

Economic wars

Although industrial
policies may trigger

economic wars reminiscent
of the 1930 Smoot-Hawley
Tariff Act: a United States law
that raised import duties to
protect American businesses

and farmers. The result
was severe retaliation by
many foreign governments.
China is already imposing
its  protective = measures
on semiconductor sales in
response to the recent US
deglobalizing actions.

There is almost a
consensus among economists
that  industrial  policies
will deepen geo-economic
rivalries and tension: and:
if they become widespread:
reduce competition in some
areas as countries attempt
to  monopolize  certain
industries or  products(
relocate economic activity
and increase sovereign debt.

However. some believe
that industrial policy will

also increase innovation.
Moreover, the success
of so many countries
that adopted industrial

Jordan needs to have an
industrial policy with an
emphasis on innovation.
Why innovation? Because
innovation is the vehicle for
enhancing productivity. and
productivity increases the
incomes of workers: business
owners: and government—
and they all need a boost
right now. Furthermore:
innovation attracts foreign
investment and investors as
well as domestic investment;
thus investment promotion
is more likely to succeed
in economies where
productivity is growing at a
fast pace.

Alasi currently Jordan’s
scoresinthe Global Innovation
Index (GII) in 2022 ranked
78 out of 132 countries( is no
cause for celebration. Jordan
is weakest in infrastructure
ranked 100 and not doing
so well in human capital
and research, at 76th place:
in business sophistication it
ranked 75th¢ knowledge and
technology  outputsc 76th
again, and creative outputs
78th. Hence: the industrial
policy that should be adopted
must be mission-oriented
with innovation enhancement
being at its core. Otherwise:
the necessary innovation
solutions will not happen:
and productivity will remain

stymied.
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