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NEWS

PSD records decrease In KIngdom’s
crime rates, increased detection rates

AMMAN

The Kingdom's Public Security
Department (PSD) has  released
comprehensive  figures  comparing

criminal activity in the first halves of 2022
and 2023. The study reveals a decrease in
overall criminal incidents: accompanied
by increased detection rates and faster
resolution times.

Brigadier Haider Shboul: Director
of the Criminal Investigation Division
praised the investigative agility displayed
in 2023 citing cases where culprits
were identified within an hour. He
emphasized the importance of thorough
investigation supported by clear evidence
and  highlighted improved inter-
departmental coordination in complex
criminal cases: the Jordan News Agency:
Petra reported.

Colonel Hatem Tarawneh: Director
of the Criminal Information Division
added that crime detection rates have
risen to 94.80 percent: up from 92.15
percent last year. and that 100 percent
of murders have been solved so far this

year.

Tarawneh cited a decrease in crime
numbers during the first half of this
year compared to the same period last
year. despite the increase in population
and visitors. His department recorded
12,690 crimes last year. compared to
12.642 this year: detailing a decline in
various crime categories. including a 2.5
percent decrease in criminal offenses:
a 3.5 percent drop in thefts and a 1.7
percent decline in homicides.

Tarawneh further contextualized
these statistics by providing an example:
the car theft rate now stands at just 2
per 100.000 individuals: emphasizing
the considerable strides made in
maintaining the security and well-being
of the Kingdom's residents. Regarding
cybercrimes Shboul warned against
careless online interactions and urged
potential victims to contact the Anti-
Cybercrime Unit. Hereassured the public
that trained female staff were available to
handle sensitive cases involving women
and children confidentially.

JEDA announces suspension pi

Trilecta GT valve - Mheidat

AMMAN

JordanFoodand Drug Administration
(JFDA) has launched procedures to
pull out and suspend trading Trifecta
GT valve: a specialized artificial heart
valve. meant to replace aortic values.
In a statement on Thursday. JFDA
director general Nizar Mheidat; said
the step. was taken in conjunction
with the manufacturer’s decision
and United States Food and Drug

Administration (FDA)’s warning of
potential complications on the patient's
health, Jordan News Agency Petra
reported. These measures come as a
continuation of JFDA's keenness to take
the "maximum" control and preventive
measures to ensure that medical supplies
in Jordan's market meet the "highest"
technical specifications and standards of
safety and effectiveness: according to a
JEDA statement.
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Alarming trend In e-cigarette use among youth

Jordan faces highest
global Smoking rates

AMMAN

The World Bank's
recent report has revealed
that Jordan is facing
the  highest smoking
rates  globally. posing

a concern. The report

highlights that 24 percent
of students aged 1315- in
the Kingdom are current
smokers: making it the
region's highest smoking
rate.
Increased usage of

e-cigarettes

An alarming trend
noted in the report is
the increasing use of
e-cigarettes among young
people.  which  could
worsen the situation.
Moreover: over 6 out of 10
men (and 41 percent of the
total adult population) in
Jordan are smokers; Alsaa
reported.

One out of every 8

deaths are linked to
smoking

Meanwhile; the report
highlighted that nearly
one out of every eight
deaths in Jordan linked to
these habits. The report

estimates that smoking

costs the country nearly
$2.67 billion in healthcare
expenses and productivity
losses.
Attempts  to
smoking
However. the report
also shows that half of

quit

the current smokers
in Jordan attempted
to quit smoking in the
past twelve months.
Additionally. anti-
smoking information on
TV and radio has reached
50 percent of adults.

24,642 Jordanians
visited Turkey In jJune

AMMAN

This June 54642 Jordanians visited Turkey:
with a decrease of 1.6 percent compared to the
samemonthin 2022. Accordingtodatafromthe
Turkish Ministry of Tourism: the total number
of Jordanian visitors to Turkey in the first half
of 2023 reached 154.000: showing a 14 percent
decrease compared to the same period in 2022.

Jordanians ranked fourth among Arab
tourists who visited Turkey in the first half of
2023 according to the data. Iraqis ranked first
among Arab tourists visiting Turkey in the first
half of the year: followed by Saudis: and then
Kuwaitis. Tunisians and Egyptians were at the
bottom of the list of Arab tourists who visited
Turkey in the first half of the year. with 80,000
tourists from Egypt and 74,000 from Tunisia.
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Extensive war crimes in Sudams
(unimaginable horror» — Amnesty

PARIS

Extensive war crimes are
being committed by both sides in
the conflict that has been raging
in Sudan since Aprili Amnesty
International said on Thursday.

The Britain-based human rights
group said in a report that the
crimes committed by the warring
partiesc led by two feuding
generals: included sexual violence
against girls as young as 12 and
the indiscriminate targeting of
civilians. Since April 15 regular
army chief Abdel Fattah Al Burhan
has been locked in a war with his
former deputy: the paramilitary
Rapid Support Forces (RSF)
commander Mohamed Hamdan
Daglo.

"Civilians throughout Sudan
are suffering unimaginable horror
every single day as the Rapid
Support Forces and Sudanese
Armed Forces recklessly vie
for control of territory." said
Amnesty secretary general Agnes

Callamard.

"The RSF and SAF:

Itsaid men: womenandchildren

as well as their affiliated armed
groups: must end their targeting
of civilians and guarantee safe
passage for those seeking safety."
she added. Burhan came to power:
withDagloashisnumbertwo: inan
October 2021 coup that derailed a
fragile transition to civilian rule
after the military's ouster of long-
ruling autocrat Omar Al Bashir
in April 2019 following a popular
uprising. But the two men then
fell out in a bitter feud.

The fighting: concentrated in
Khartoum and the western region
of Darfur. has killed more than
3900 people. according to the
NGO ACLED and displaced more
than 3.3 million: according to the
UN. “Extensive war crimes are
being committed in Sudan as the
conflict... ravages the country.”
Amnesty said: adding there were
“mass civilian casualties in both
deliberate and indiscriminate
attacks by the warring parties”.

have been caught in the crossfire as
both sides launch frequent attacks
in densely populated residential
neighbourhoods: often  using
explosive weapons with wide
area effects. Amnesty said scores
of women and girlsc some as
young as 12 have been subjected
to sexual violence: including
rape. with some held for days in
conditions of sexual slavery.

In most of the cases documented
by  Amnesty  International
survivors said the perpetrators
were fighters of the RSF or its
Arab militia allies. For its report
Amnesty said it had interviewed
more than 180 people: primarily
in eastern Chad where refugees
from Darfur have fled: or remotely
via secure calls. The group said
it had put its allegations to the
army and the RSF. who had both
responded “claiming adherence to
international law and accusing the
other side of violations”.
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Minister of environment highlights Guli of Agaba’s coral reeis resilience to climate change

Guli of Agaba’s coral reels resilience

highlighted at regional meeting

AMMAN
During the  20th

ministerial meeting of the
Regional Organization for
the Conservation of the
Environmentofthe Red Seaand
Gulf of Aden (PERSGA): held
in Hurghada; Egypt. Minister
of Environment Muawieh
Radiadeh  emphasized the
resilience and capacity of the
Gulf of Aqaba's coral reefs
to withstand climate change:
supported by scientific studies.
The meeting brought together
environmental ministers
from the Kingdom: Egypt:
Saudi Arabia; Yemen: Sudan:
Somalia and Djibouti.

Safeguard the Red Sea’s
biodiversity

Duringthe meeting: Minister
Radiadeh praised Djibouti's
past presidency and the ongoing
efforts of the organization
in implementing pioneering
programs for protecting the

Prince EI-Hassan warns o critical

Red Sea's environment: with
a special focus on the blue
economy and  sustainable
fishing. He emphasized the
need for regional collaboration
to address environmental
challenges and safeguard the

refugee aids cuts in Jordan

Red Sea's biodiversity. with
scientific studies supporting the
adaptability of Gulf of Aqaba's
coral reefs to climate changes:
Al-Mamlaka TV reported.

On the regional
organization's 40th anniversary

he highlighted the importance
of diversifying funding sources
through environmental
funds and establishing a clear
regional strategy for sustainable
development. He also stressed
the significance of coordinating

national and regional efforts
in mutually relevant topics
to maximize the benefits of
various programs and projects.

Enhancing cooperation
between Saudi Arabia and
Jordan

Meanwhile; he discussed
environmental issues with
Saudi Arabia's Minister of
Environment: Water, and
Agriculture with a focus
on enhancing cooperation
between the two  sister

countries. They particularly
addressed  protecting  the
Red  Sea's  environment:
biodiversity: natural reserves:
and Jordan's efforts in hosting
the 16th Conference of the
Parties to the United Nations
Convention  to  Combat
Desertification (UNCCD).

Hurghada to protect coral
reliefs by submerging military
equipment

Furthermore: the Egyptian
Ministry of Environment
launched a project in Hurghada
to protect coral reefs and
alleviate pressure on diving
sites by submerging military
equipment. which enhances
the coral reefs’ condition.

Meteor shower will be

visible on 12—-13 August

AMMAN

HRH Prince El-Hassan bin
Talal issues a warning about
a critical turning point due to
reduced international aid for
refugees in Jordan: as funding
cuts threaten their existence.

Last month the World
Food Program announced a
reduction in monthly food
aid for 465.000 beneficiaries
in Jordan: excluding around
50.000 refugees from
assistance.

In an article for the Italian
Institute  for International
Political Studies earlier this
month. he emphasized that
cutting support for refugees
poses a severe danger to their
safety: health and dignity. He
highlighted Jordan's reception
of millions of refugees fleeing
neighboring  countries  in
recent decades; noting that
maintaining necessary support
has become an increasing
challenge: Alsaa reported.

Critical funding shortfall

He called on the international
community not to abandon
Jordan simply because the
focus shifted to other conflicts.
Despite aid reduction. WEFP
still faces a critical funding
shortfall of $41 million until
the end of 2023 and without
adequate funding the program
will be forced to further cut
aidc as previously stated by the

program.

He urged governments and
international organizations to
reconsider recent reductions
in refugee funding in Jordan.
clarifying that ignoring the

plight of refugees equals
abandoning  our  shared
responsibility towards

humanity and human dignity.

Collective action

He called for collective
action to ensure that all
refugees: regardless of their
origin. race. or religion: can
live a dignified life without
being rendered invisible due
to global indifference. He
asserted that selective burden-
sharing should not be applied:
favoring one group of refugees
while reducing support for
others. In this context: he
noted the staggering number of
refugees displaced by the war
in Ukraine; emphasizing their
urgent need for assistance.

Meanwhile:  he added
that various countries' rapid
and robust response to the
Ukrainian ~ refugee  crisis
demonstrates what the world
can achieve when it acts
decisively and responsibly.
He called for urgently and
responsibly  extending  this
sentiment to include all
refugees: ensuring they receive
the assistance and protection
they desperately need.

AMMAN

The skies of Jordan and
the Arab world will witness
a meteor shower on the
nights of the 12th and 13th
of August. About a hundred
meteors can be seen per
hour. This shower: known as
the "Perseids:" is one of the
most dense meteor showers

during the year.
Astronomer Emad
Mjahed from the Wadi Rum

Observatory and a fellow
of the Royal Astronomical
Society of Britain stated on
Thursday that the meteors
can be easily seen with the
naked eye. without the need
for a telescope or observation
toolsc as they will appear
in the sky like “fireworks”
Khaberni News reported.

He called upon meteor
enthusiasts to observe the
shower from dark places far
from light pollution: such
as Wadi Rum in the south
of the kingdom and other

desert and rural areas. as
these locations offer the best
viewing experience: and the
meteors will be more visible
there.

He further explained that
the source of the Perseid
meteor shower is the comet

"Swift-Tuttle." Astronomers
discovered that it leaves a trail
of dust around the sun when
it gets close to it every 130
years. Additionally. Earth
passes through this dusty
trail on the 13th of August
every year. which is why the

meteors are abundant during
this period. He mentioned
that some tourist authorities
are preparing to organize
an astronomical camp in
Wadi Rum to observe the
"Perseids" and the planets
through telescopes.

Jordanian scouts partake
In World Scout Jamboree

AMMAN

The Jordanian Association
for Boy Scouts and Girl
Guides is participating in
the World Scout Jamboree:
hosted by South Korea from
August 112-.

A group of 40 scouts and
guides are participating
to demonstrate the
Association's commitment
to involving youth in
international scout events:
supporting the development
of skills: experiences; and
abilities; and contributing to
various fields; Jordan News
Agency. Petra reported.

The World Scout Jamboree

is a massive gathering of

scouts that occurs every
four years and is hosted
by a member state of the

World Organization of the
Scout Movement. This event
offers participants a chance
to gain practical experience:

learn about various cultures:
develop  scouting  skills
and engage in community
service.
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