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NEWS
Lebanon clashes Kill Six in

Palestinian refugee camp

SIDON: Lebanon

At least six people were killed on
Sunday in clashes in south Lebanon’s
restive Ain Al Helweh Palestinian
refugee camp. said Palestinian President
Mahmud Abbas’s Fateh movement and
a source at the camp.

The fighting between Fatah and
Islamists in the camp: which erupted
overnight, killed a Fateh military leader
and four of his colleagues: the secularist
movement said.

A Palestinian source inside the camp
speaking on condition of anonymity:
said an “Islamist from the Al Shabab Al
Muslim group” was also killed and six
others including the group’s leader were
wounded.

An AFP journalist said clashes at
Ain Al Helweh: the largest of the 12
Palestinian refugee camps in Lebanon:
were still ongoing on Sunday afternoon.

Fateh in a statement confirmed
the death of commander Ashraf Al
Armouchi and four of his “comrades”
during a “heinous operation”.

The statement denounced an
“abominable and cowardly crime”
aimed at undermining the “security and

stability” of the Palestinian camps in
Lebanon.

A Lebanese soldier was also wounded.
hit by shrapnel from “a mortar shell that
fell in one of the military posts” the
army said on Twitterc which is being
rebranded as X. His condition was
reported as stable.

Lebanese Prime Minister Najib
Mikati in a statement called the timing
of the clashes “suspicious in the current
regional and international context”.

Mikati criticised “repeated attempts to
use Lebanon” as a battleground for the
settling of outside scores “at the expense
of Lebanon and the Lebanese”.

“We urge the Palestinian leadership
to cooperate with the army to control
the security situation and deliver to
the Lebanese authorities those who
compromise it.” his statement added.

A ceasefire was agreed from 6:00
pm (15:00 GMT) during a meeting of
Palestinian factions including Fateh. also
attended by members of the Lebanese
Amal and Hizbollah movements: a joint
statement afterwards said.

An AFP journalist reported that the
sound of gunfire lessened in the evening.

NATO extends tenure of
secretary General Stoltenberg

SIDON: Lebanon
Clashes in south Lebanon's Ain Al

Helweh Palestinian refugee camp killed at
least two people on Monday: medics told
AFP: bringing the death toll to eight since
fighting erupted over the weekend.

Renewed gunfire and shelling on
Monday shook the camp. said an AFP
correspondent in the coastal city of
Sidon: sending frightened residents
fleeing after three days of violence.

The clashes over the weekend had
killed five members of Palestinian
President Mahmud Abbas's secular Fateh
movement and one Islamist fighter:
officials said.

Physician Riad Abu Al Eneini who
heads Al Hamshari Hospital in Sidon
near the camp: told AFP that a 31-year-
old man died Monday from his injuries
while undergoing surgery.

At another Sidon hospitali Raee
nurse Norma Mohsen said that "today
we received one dead person and six
wounded" from the camp: the site of
frequent clashes between rival factions.

Al Hamshari was treating 13 others
wounded in Ain Al Helewh: including a
patient in critical condition: said Abu Al
Enein.

Palestinian factions said they had
agreed on a truce on Sunday but it did
not hold.

Dozens of residents; mostly women
and children have fled the camp carrying
light luggage: while others took refuge in
anearby mosque: the AFP correspondent
said.

By long-standing convention: the
Lebanese army does not enter Palestinian
refugee camps in the country — now
bustling but impoverished urban districts
— leaving the factions themselves to
handle security.

"We fled from the scene of the fighting;

shells are raining in the streets." a
75-year-old woman told AFP: requesting
anonymity for security concerns.

'Heinous operation'

She said armed factions were carrying
weapons "to fight Israel not to fight each
other and become displaced".

Ain Al Helweh: now home to more
than 54000 registered refugees. was
created for Palestinians who were driven
out or fled during the 1948 war that
coincided with Israel's creation.

In recent years: they have been joined
by thousands of Palestinians who had
been living in Syria and fled the war
there.

Palestinian armed groups in Lebanon
rarely confront Israel nowadays:
but fighting between rival factions is
common in Ain Al Helweh: Lebanon’s
largest Palestinian refugee camp.

Thelatest violence began late Saturday:
killing an Islamist and injuring six others:
a Palestinian source inside the camp
had told AFP: speaking on condition of
anonymity for security reasons.

The next day: a Fateh military leader
and four of his colleagues were killed
during a “heinous operation”: the group
said.

Shells also fell outside the camp: AFP
journalists said¢ with a nearby hospital
evacuating patients and shops in Sidon
closing fearing further escalation.

Tiny Lebanon hosts an estimated
250,000 Palestinian refugees: according
to UNRWA. the UN agency for
Palestinian refugees.

Most Palestinians. including more
than 30000 who fled the war in
neighbouring Syria after 2011 live in one
of Lebanon’s 12 official camps: and face
avariety oflegal restrictions: including on
employment.
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Niger army general declares
himsell country)s new leader

NIAMEY

The Niger general who
staged a coup on Friday
declared himself the new
leader of the jihadist-hit
African nation and warned
that any foreign military
intervention would lead to
chaos.

General
Abdourahamane Tchiani
head of the Presidential
Guardsince2011¢ appeared
on state television: saying
he was the "president
of the National Council
for the Safeguard of the
Homeland".

The  generali who
is in his 50s and had
previously kept out of
public life; presented the
coup as a response to
“the degradation of the
security situation” linked
to militants bloodshed.

He questioned “the
sense and scope of a
security approach to the
fight against terrorism
which  excludes  any
real collaboration with
Burkina Faso and Mali"
— neighbours which face
similar threats.

But the putschists: who
have faced international
condemnation for
taking power from a
democratically  elected
president: also warned of
"the consequences that
will flow from any foreign
military intervention".

On the third day since
President Mohamed
Bazoum was detained:
former colonial master
France demanded
the restoration of the
government; saying it
“does not  recognise”
the putschistsc  and
calling Bazoum the “sole
president”.

The UN  Security
Council said in a
statement late Friday that
it “condemned the efforts
to unconstitutionally

change the legitimate
government” in  the
country.

And US Secretary of
State  Antony Blinken
offered Bazoum
Washington’s “unflagging”
support and  warned
those detaining him that
“hundreds of millions of
dollars of assistance” was
at riske according to the
State Department.

“Secretary Blinken
underscored  that  the
United States will
continue to work to ensure
the full restoration of
constitutional order and
democratic rule in Niger.”
department spokesperson
Matthew Miller said in a
statement.

Washington had
previously warned it may
“cease security and other
cooperation”  although
its approximately 1,000
troops stationed in the
country will stay in place
for now.

West African leaders
will meet Sunday in the
Nigerian capital Abuja to
discuss the coup: President
Bola Tinubu said.

“ECOWAS and the
international community
would do everything
to defend democracy
and ensure democratic
governance continues
to take firm root in the
region,” Tinubu who is
also the chairman of the
Economic ~ Community
of West African States
regional bloc said in a
statement.

The European Union
threatened to cut aid to
Niamey after what it said
was a “serious attack on
stability and democracy”.

Meanwhile: two
deputy  directors  of
Bazoum’s Cabinet
Daouda  Takoubakoye
and Oumar Moussa: also
hit back: calling Tchiani’s

statement “lies”  and
accusing the general and
the Presidential Guard of
having staged the coup for
“personal gains”.

Sources close to Bazoum
said the deposed leader
had been considering
replacing Tchiani after
their relations soured: a
decision which had been
due to be made at a cabinet
meeting on July 24.

Bazoum and his family
have been confined since
Wednesday morning
to their residence at the
presidential palace located
within ~ the 700-strong
Presidential Guard’s
military camp.

He is said to be in good
health and has been able to
talk by telephone to other
heads of state.

‘Risk’ to human rights

The Guard chiefs who
staged the coup had won
broad army support by
Thursday.

Armed forces chief
Gen. Abdou Sidikou Issa
swung his weight behind
the putsch: saying it had
occurred “in order to avoid
a deadly confrontation”.

The latest target of a
coup in Africa’s turbulent
Saheli Bazoum has tried to
stand his ground.

French Foreign Minister
Catherine Colonna had
seemed to hold out hope
that he was not done yet.

“If you hear me talking
about an attempted coup:
its because we don’t
consider things final.” she
said. “There is still a way
out if those responsible
listen to the international
community.”

France: which has 1,500
soldiers in Niger. would
support  sanctions: she
added.

French President
Emmanuel Macron will
chair a defence meeting on
the coup on Saturday: the

presidency said.

“This coup is completely
illegitimate and
profoundly  dangerous:
for Nigeriens: for Niger
and for the whole region.”
Macron said during a visit
to Papua New Guinea on
Friday. while also calling
for  Bazoum’s release
and “the restoration of
constitutional order”.

Pro-coup
demonstrations

Landlocked Niger is
one of the world’s poorest
nations.

Since gaining
independence in 1960«
it has seen four coups as
well as numerous other
attempts —  including
two previously against
Bazoum.

The 63-year-old is one
of a dwindling group of
elected presidents and
pro-Western leaders in the
Sahelc where a extremist
insurgency has triggered
coups in Mali and Burkina
Faso.

Their juntas have forced
out French troops: and
Mali’s ruling military has
woven a close alliance with
Russia.

“What happened in
Niger is nothing more than
the struggle of the people
of Niger against colonisers
who tried to impose their
own rules of life” the
boss of Russia’s Wagner
group: Yevgeny Prigozhin,
said on Thursday in a
message shared by a body
linked to the mercenary
organisation.

Bazoum took office after
elections two years agos
in Niger’s first peaceful
transfer of power since
independence.

Thecountryof 26 million
people is two-thirds desert
and frequently ranks at
the bottom of the UN’s
Human Development
Index.
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War 1S coming to Russia, Zelensky warns

MX killed In central Ukraine

NEWS

as Moscow says It intensitied Strikes

KYIV

A missile strike on a
residential building in Ukraine
killed six and wounded dozens
on Monday. as Russia said
it stepped up strikes against
Ukrainian military facilities
in response to attacks on its
territory: including Moscow.

Two missiles landed close
to the centre of the central
Ukrainian city of Kryvyi
Rig just after 9:00am (06:00
GMT): Ukrainian Interior
Minister Igor Klymenko wrote
on Telegram.

Among the dead were
a 10-year-old girl and her
45-year-old mother. while 75
people were injured: according
to local authorities.

One of the strikes hit a
large nine-storey residential
apartment blocki punching
a huge hole in the facade that
destroyed flats on several floors
and sparked a fire.

Firefighters used a cherry-
picker crane to direct jets of
water at the fire. while the
emergency ministry said part
of the building had collapsed
while the rubble was being
cleared.

As the toll of the strike
rosec Russia said it had
intensified attacks on military
infrastructure in Ukraine after
increasingly frequent drone
assaults blamed on Kyiv.

Russia on Sunday said it
had downed Ukrainian drones
targeting Moscow and annexed
Crimea in the latest wave of
drone attacks.

'Act of desperation'

"Against the background
of the failure of the so-called
‘counteroffensive'. Kyiv...
has focused on carrying out
terrorist attacks on civilian
infrastructure.” Defence
Minister Sergei Shoigu said on
Monday.

In response: "the intensity of
our strikes against Ukrainian

military facilities... has been
considerably increased”
Shoigu said.

Stidan fighters evict Knartoum
residents, clashes in Darfur

KHARTOUM

base used by Daglo.

[e—

iy, o

Sunday's  drone  attack
damaged two office towers in
a Moscow business district:
shattering several windows and
leaving documents strewn on
the ground.

The capital and its environs:
lying about 500 kilometres
from the Ukrainian border:
had rarely been targeted during
the conflict until several drone

attacks this year.
Following  the  strikes
Ukrainian President

"“They told us this is a military

Volodymyr Zelensky warned
on Sunday that war was coming
to Russia.

"Gradually: the war is
returning to the territory
of Russia — to its symbolic

centres and military bases. and
this is an inevitable; natural
and absolutely fair process:"

Zelensky said.
The Kremlin responded
Monday:  describing the

strikes on the capital as an "act
of desperation" by Ukraine

following setbacks on the
battlefield.

“It is obvious that the
counteroffensive is not a

success.” Kremlin spokesman
Dmitry Peskov told reporters:
adding that the situation was
“very difficult” for Ukrainian
forces on the front.

“All  possible  measures
have been taken to defend
civil infrastructure” against
Ukrainian  strikes: Peskov
added. Ukraine began its long-

awaited counteroffensive in
June but has made modest
advances in the face of stiff
resistance from Russian forces
on the frontline.

President Volodymyr
Zelensky. who was born and
grew up in Kryvyi Rig: said
Russians were “continuing to
terrorise peaceful cities and
people”.

The strikes in the city
also damaged an academic
building: according to the
head of the city’s military
administration Oleksandr
Vilkul.

In the southern city of
Kherson: Russian  shelling
killed four and injured another
17. said the head of Ukraine’s

presidential  offices  Andriy
Yermak.
“The enemy is hitting

residential neighbourhoods.”
Yermak said.

Meanwhile: shelling by
Kyiv’s armed forces killed
two people and wounded six
in Ukraine’s eastern city of
Donetsk( which is controlled
by Russian forcesc Moscow-
installed authorities said.

“A bus was destroyed by the
shelling... Two people died
and six were wounded.” the
Russian-installed head of the
Donetsk region Denis Pushilin
said on Telegram.

Russian forces had repelled
Ukrainian attacks in the east
and south of the country.
while it continued its own
offensive around Kupiansk: the
defence ministry said in its daily
briefing.

Greek blazes mostly
under control - firefighters

Sudan's paramilitaries have
ordered civilians to vacate
homes in the capital's south:
several residents said on
Sunday: as fighting between the
forces of rival generals raged in
the western Darfur region.

"Members of the Rapid
Support Forces <RSF»> told me I
had 24 hours to leave the area."
Khartoum resident Fawzy
Radwan told AFP.

He had been guarding his
family's home since fighting
began in the city more than
three months ago between the
RSF and the regular army.

The war between army
chief Abdel Fattah Al Burhan
and his former deputy. RSF
commander Mohamed
Hamdan Daglo: has killed at
least 3:900 people. according
to a conservative estimate; and
displaced some 3.5 million.

Much of the fighting has
occurred in densely populated
neighbourhoods of Khartoum:
pushing 1.7 million residents
to flee and forcing the millions
who remain to shelter from
the crossfire in their homes:
rationing water and electricity.

Hundreds of residents
were being evicted from
southern Khartoum's Jabra
neighbourhood: according to
residents on Sunday.

Jabra and the nearby area of
Sahafa are home to the army
artillery corps as well as an RSF

zone now and they don't want
civilians around." resident
Nasser Hussein told AFP.

The RSF has been accused
of rampant looting and of
forcibly evicting people from
their homes since the war
began on April 15. Along
with Khartoum: some of the
worst violence has been in
the conflict-scarred region
of Darfurc where allegations
of war crimes have sparked
a new investigation by the
International Criminal Court.

Again on Sunday: clashes in
the town of Nyala — the capital
of South Darfur state and
Sudan's second-biggest city —
sent bombs falling on civilian
neighbourhoods: witnesses
said. In the Central Darfur
state capital Zalingei the army
"killed 16 rebels and captured
14, including an officer". a
military source told AFP on
Sunday: requesting anonymity
as they were not authorised to
speak to the media. Days of
“bombs repeatedly falling in
our homes” have sent civilians
fleeing from Nyala: according
to Issa Adam: who spoke to
AFP from a displacement
camp. Many are “now out
in the open during the rainy
reason”c he said. Mohamed
Khater had also fled Nyala with
his children after bombs killed
his neighbours.

ATHENS

Wildfires that have
scorched Greece for more
than two weeks were on
Saturday mostly  under
controli  but firefighters
remained in key hotspots
with strong winds still a
threat: officials said.

Three fires broke out on
Saturday in the Peloponnese
peninsula; with authorities
protectively ordering
the evacuation of four
communities near the city of
Pyrgos.

Over 100 firefighters are
active in the area: backed
by seven aircraft and
two helicopters. the fire
department said.

Earlier ~ Saturday the
agency had told AFP there
was "no active front" in the
three biggest wildfires in
Rhodes: Corfu and central
Greece that had forced
thousands of people to flee in
recent days.

Nevertheless; more than
460 firefighters were still
deployed in these three areas
as a precaution it said.

"There is no de-escalation
of forces until the major
incidents are checked:" it
said.

Fed by scorching
temperatures, dry conditions
and strong winds: the two-
week inferno had sparked

chaos at the peak of the busy
summer tourist season.

Some 20,000 visitors and
locals fled from hotels and
villages on the island of

Rhodes. Hundreds more
were evacuated in Corfu and
other areas.

The fires killed at least five
people and scorched nearly
50,000 hectares of forest
and vegetation: according
to estimates by the Athens
Observatory.

Two pilots died on
Tuesday when their water-
bombing  plane  crashed

while battling a blaze in Evia
while three more bodies were
recovered in fires in Evia and
near the industrial zone of the
port city of Volos in central
Greece. The blazes have also
put political pressure on the
conservative government
of Prime Minister Kyriakos
Mitsotakisc  which ~ was
reelected just a month ago.
The citizen's protection
minister resigned his post
Friday after it emerged that
he had taken a vacation as the
country battled the wildfires.
For more than 10 days

this month: Greece sweltered
under what some experts
say is the longest heatwave
recorded in July for decades.

Temperatures: which
reached 460C this week:
have begun to fall. National
weather  forecaster EMY
predicted the mercury would
not climb above 370C on
Saturday: but said wind gusts
could reach 60 kilometres per
hour. Fires have also flared
in Croatia( Italy and Portugal
this week: and blazes killed 34
in Algeria in extreme heat that
has left landscapes tinder dry.
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