Hot air mass
returns,
temperatures
expected to increase

Ajloun Cable Car
boosts tourism,
attracts 60,000
visitors

Fighting erupts
in Palestinian
refugee camp in
Lebanon
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LOCAL

Ajloun (able Car boosts tourism,
attracts 60,000 visitors

AMMAN

The Ajloun Cable Car received more
than 60,000 visitors one month after its
operation: according to Development
Zones Director General: Arwa Hiyari.
According to Hiyaric the cable cars bring
tourists and locals throughout the week:
and she highlighted it and important
landmark on the Kingdom’s tourism
map.

Meanwhile: she highlighted that
the cable cars have become a popular

attraction for taking in the greenery
of the governorate: the Jordan News
Agency. Petra reported. Meanwhile:
Ajloun Tourism Director Mohammad
Aldeek shared that the cable car is
becoming a key national project that
is contributing to promoting tourism
to various landmarks and attractions
in the governorate: expressing hope
that the number of tourists will lead
to a positive impact in the local
economy.

Hot air mass returns,
temperatures expected to increase

AMMAN

On Monday: the Kingdom is
expected to be affected by a relatively
hot air mass: causing temperatures to
rise. They are forecasted to become
2 to 3 degrees Celsius higher than
the usual average for this time of
year. According to Arabia Weather:
most regions of the Kingdom will
experience relatively hot weather:
while areas such as the Jordan Valley:
Dead Sea: and Aqaba will bear the
bruntofthescorchingheat: HalaNews
reported. However: the weather will
become generally moderate during
the nighttime hours particularly
in the late night. The winds will be
gentle to moderate in speed: blowing
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Investment law yields 47.6% Surge
I tolal investments - H1 2023

AMMAN

According to data
released by the Ministry
of Investment on Sunday:
the total investments
benefiting  from  the
Investment Environment
Law soared by an
impressive 47.6 percent:
reaching JD598.2 million:
compared to JD405.3
million recorded during
the same period in 2022.

During the initial
six months of the year:
236 investment projects
tapped into the advantages
offered by the Investment
Environment Law. These
projects are  forecast
to create a substantial
workforce. estimated at

approximately 15,200 job

opportunities; based on
studies presented by the
investors; Jordan News
Agency: Petra reported.
Investment

breakdowns Noteworthy
in the report was the
remarkable growth
witnessed in expansion
projects that reaped the
benefits of the Investment
Environment Law. Their
collective investment
volume amounted to
JD307 million: reflecting
a substantial 51 percent
share of the total
investments during HI
2023. Furthermore: these
projects are poised to
generate nearly 10,600
job opportunities.
Concurrently: newly
initiated investments
supported by the
law amounted to
approximately ~ JD291.1
million: forming49percent
of the total investments
during the period. These

from the northwestern direction.

FISN(Ing erupts in

fresh investments are

Jgls

Ministry Of Investment

anticipated to provide
around 4600 job
opportunities.

The distribution
of investments across
diverse economic
sectors  showcased an
evident prominence of
the industrial domain
garnering a lion's share of
approximately 71 percent
of the total investments.
Within ~ this  sector:
investments amounted to
JD422.1 million.

Following closely: the
trade sector secured 17
percent of the investments:
translating to a substantial
JD100 million.  The
tourism sector. holding
significant promise:
garnered 5.5 percent of the
investments. amounting

to JD34.4 million.

The remaining sectors
and economic activities
encompassing  services:
artistic production:
agriculture,  information
technology: hospitals:
medical centers: research:
and development:
collectively ~ constituted
approximately 6.5 percent
of the total investments.

Regarding the
distribution of investments
benefiting  from  the
Investment Environment
Law during the first half
of 2023 it was confirmed
that the investments
outside the development
zones amounted to a
total of JD555.9 million:
constituting 92.9 percent of
the total investments, with

206 investment projects.
Meanwhile; investments
within the development
zones reached JD42.3
million accounting for
7.1 percent of the total
investments,  with 30
investment projects.

Streamlining processes

Theministryintroduced
various promotional
and  marketing  tools
including the launch of
the pioneering platform
Invest.Jo in Jordan. This
digital platform serves as
a repository of valuable
information for investors:
featuring 21 investment
opportunities valued
at around JDI1 billion.
Additionally: the platform
highlights eight priority
investment sectors.

The ministry's endeavors
to streamline processes
and facilitate investors'
experience  materialized
through the full automation
of 95 services pertaining
to economic activities
licenses. This initiative aims
to expedite procedures:
ensuring swift and efficient
service delivery. As Jordan
sets its sights on continued
economic  growth the
Ministry of Investment
remains steadfast in its
mission  to  empower
existing investments:
encourage expansion. and
attract fresh investments
across key sectors:
including information
technology: medical
tourism pharmaceuticals:
life  sciences: healthcare
services. food industries:
textiles and  apparel
agriculture logistics
services chemicals and
fertilizers: and the film
industry.

Palestinian refugee camp In Lebanon

SIDON

Sources from Ain al-Hilweh: a
Palestinian refugee camp near Sidon
in southern Lebanon: confirmed
the assassination of Abu Ashraf Al-
Armooshic an official from the Fatah
movement; along with two of his
companions in an armed ambush.

The Palestinian factions blame
extremist groups for carrying out the
attack: Khaberni reported.

The situation in Ain al-Hilweh is
tense. with recent escalations leading
to sporadic clashes within the camp.

Earlier on Sunday: officials reported
one person killed and six others injured
after overnight clashes in the largest
Palestinian refugee camp in Lebanon.

The clashes occurred as Palestinian
factions in Ain al-Hilweh were
conducting a campaign against
extremists hiding within the crowded
camp neighborhoods.

The clashes erupted when an
unidentified  gunman tried to
assassinate Mahmoud Khalil: resulting
in the death of one of Khalil's associates.

According to Lebanon's National
News Agency: six people: including
two children were injured in the
gunfire; and ambulances were seen
navigating the narrow camp streets to
transport the wounded to hospitals.

While most of the clashes have
subsided: there are still sporadic
exchanges of gunfire prompting many
residents to seek shelter in nearby
camp neighborhoods
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AMMAN

The government has
proposed an amended traffic
law for the year 2023 which
includes about 11 new traffic
violations: according to the
state minister for legal affairs.
Nancy Nimroqa.

She said that the proposed
law has strengthened
penalties for violators and
repeat offenders of traffic
safety regulations. which pose
arisk to road users and public

and  private  properties.
Adding that the law also
keeps up with various

technological advancements:
aiming to increase traffic
safety and reduce accidents:
Al-Mamlaka TV reported.

Higher Council for Road
Safety

The Higher Council For
Road Safety was established
under the chairmanship of
the Minister of Interior. The
council is tasked with several
dutiesandauthorities: including
approving the national traffic
safety strategy and its executive
plan: coordinating with official

and civil bodies
with traffic safety. establishing
traffic data centers to provide
traffic statistics and analysis
and finding
recommending measures to
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Gov’t proposed new traiiic law,

LOCAL

Introduces 11 new violations

concerned

solutions and

U) Faculty of Foreign
Language receives recognition
0i 8lobal excellence

AMMAN

Four departments in the
Faculty of Foreign Languages
of the University of Jordan
(UJ) have recently obtained
international accreditation
from the global Evalag
accreditation agency.

Dr. Abdel Rahman Mitib
Altakhaineh: assistant dean
for quality assurance and
international accreditation at
UJi says this is a "significant
achievement for the Faculty
of Foreign Languages and
marks a historical milestone
for the faculty." He added
that the accreditation also
acknowledges the tremendous

efforts made by its members
and staff to enhance the quality
of education and learning;
under the current dean of
the Faculty Professor Nahed
Emaish.

Global standards

Dr Altakhaineh pointed out
his application for accreditation
involved a long comprehensive
evaluation process that involved
in-depth  assessments  and
improvements of the faculty's
structure; academic programs:
teaching and academic services:
alongside the development of
future plansi and evaluation of
satisfactionlevelsamongstudents:
faculty members: and employers.

address traffic issues. It consists
of memberships
Director of Public Securityasthe
deputy chairman: the Secretary-
General of the Ministry of the
Interior: the Secretary-General

from the

of the

the Ministry of Transport

Ministry of Local

Administration. the Secretary- Land Transport Regulatory
General of the Ministry of Commissioni the Mayor of
Public Works and Housingi Greater Ammani and two

Secretary-General ~ of representatives  from  the

the Director-General of the

private sector appointed by

the council's president for a
term of two years. Nimroqa
emphasized that the traffic law
has not been amended since
2008; making it about 16 years
old.

How the new cybercrime law could cast a chilling eflect

Last week I. along with
several other people: wrote
about the new cybercrime
bill currently under review.
Defenders of the cybercrime
law focused on defamation
and hate speech and its critics
focused on limiting freedom
of speech. One aspect
which has not been covered
in detail is the economic
consequences of the
cybercrime law - specifically
on the tech environment.
Over a decade ago Jordan
was identified as an emerging
tech hub. Several pieces gave
predictions of the future of
Jordan’s IT sector and how it
will emerge as a regional tech
hub. Zooming vyears later
to this summer. we should
evaluate what we are risking.

Three things you should
know

Jordan's ICT sector has
been growing since a number
of government initiatives are
supporting its development.
The  Information  and
Communications
Technology Association of
Jordan (int@j) advocates for
tech sector policies. Jordan’s
Ministry of Digital Economy
works on strategies to
enhance digital infrastructure
and e-government services.
The Queen Rania Center for
Entrepreneurship  (QRCE)
supports  startups  with
mentorship and funding
opportunities. The Jordan
Investment Commission
(JIC)  attracts foreign
investment to the ICT
industry. All these efforts.
especially those supporting
human capital development
position Jordan as a hub for
technology and innovation
in the region/ driving

economic growth and digital
transformation.
To an  extent the

investment has paid off. Out
of all tech entrepreneurs in
the Middle East 27 percent

e

are Jordanian. Abu Dhabi
and the Jordanian Ministry

of Digital Economy and
Entrepreneurship launched
a $100 million tech fund. As
of September 2021 Jordan's
Information Technology (IT)
sector made up around 12
percent of the country's GDP
(for comparison: tourism
was 14 percent that year).
The government's focus on
e-government initiatives
and increasing internet and
mobile penetration rates have
further supported the sector's
development. Also: the ICT
infrastructure of Jordan is
one of the most reliable in
the region. Jordan has widely
available, stable  internet
connectivity withastableand
reliable energy sector. This
focus of government support
growing human capitali and
infrastructure make Jordan
an ideal environment as a
regional ICT hub.

How the law affects the
tech ecosystem

The law's  provisions
could deter startups and
entrepreneurs from pursuing
innovative ideas due to
the fear of unintentional
violations. This could also
discourage venture capitalists
from investing in early-stage
tech companies.

This lack of predictability
hinders the growth of a

dynamic, competitive private
sector.

Additionally. defamation
and false news can lead to
content censorship: leading
to hefty penalties and
resulting in an environment
of self-censorship heavy-
handed content moderation
of information and online
discussions.

The new cybercrime law
can also affect e-commerce
and fundraising would add
complexity and bureaucratic

hurdles  for  businesses:
potentially deterring
both local and foreign

participation in online trade.

How it will affect Jordan’s
investment potential overall

While the updated law
is still under review: so
far there has not been
discussion  of  balancing
cybersecurity objectives
with an investor-friendly
environment. Policymakers
should consider the law's
consequences and create an
enabling environment for
technology-driven growth in
the country.

The new  cybercrime
law could have significant
implications for tech

investment in the country.
For example: the provisions
related to  unauthorized
access data manipulation:
and content regulation could

Willlel' In llle leCII 0asls

lead to investor risk aversion.
funding  constraints  for
startups. an uncertain legal
landscape: and  potential
impact on venture capital.
Of these: the uncertain legal
environment is the most
harmful. The lack of clear
definitions in the law has
been brought up by media
advocates looking at freedom
of speech: but investors are
looking for predictability and
stability. Vague definitions
could scare away cautious
investors looking to avoid
potential legal liabilities and
uncertainties.
Unpredictability in
Jordan’s ICT market existed
before this law’s update.
Consider this OECD report
which stated: “This lack
of predictability hinders
the growth of a dynamic
competitive private sector.”
Global  examples  have
shown that countries with

stringent cybercrime laws
often experience reduced
foreign  investment and

venture capital funding for
tech projects. We've seen
this happen in Russia with
the introduction of the
"Yarovaya Law" in 2016 and
China's Cybersecurity Law
which was enacted in 2017.

My take

Despite the action plan
outlined in REACH2025.

progress has been
frustratingly slow since
the 2016 MENA ICT
forum concluded. One

glaring issue stands out:
the absence of a well-
defined Cyber strategy.
For us to guarantee that
more companies want to
be in Jordan: we need to
have clear policies and
clear legal definitions to
provide predictability in
the market - otherwise
we limit our investment
(and don’t forget domestic
entrepreneurship)).
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