JIEC and RSCN
ink agreement to

create eco-friendly

city in Jerash

Jordan and Iraq
discuss join industry
chamber and trade
enhancements
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medicine exports
reach $200 million

Jordan's veterinary

to multiple markets
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NEWS

JIEC and RSCN ink agreement to
create eco-iriendly city in Jerash

AMMAN

On Saturday: the Jordanian Industrial
Estates Company (JIEC) and the Royal
Society for the Conservation of Nature
(RSCN) inked an agreement to create an
eco-friendly agricultural and heritage
tourism city in Jerash: covering an area
of 210 dunums.

This move came after the Cabinet's
approval to transform the nature of
the Jerash industrial city project from
an industrial city to an agricultural
and heritage tourism city with a focus

on environmental sustainability and
utilizing Jerash’s natural characteristic
and its local expertise in tourism: Al-

Mamlaka TV reported.
During the signing of the agreement:
JIEC  Chairman  Loay  Sehwail

emphasized its past experience in
the governorate as well as its plan to
benefit the people of Jerash with the
transformation.

Meanwhile; RSCN will be responsible
for conducting the required studies and
designs to bring the project to life.

Russia’s rice and rice groats export

ban will not afiect Jordan - JCC

AMMAN

On Saturday: the Russian government
announced a ban on the export of riceand
rice groats until the end of the current year
to maintain stability in its local market.
The representative of the food sector
at the Jordan Chamber of Commerce
(JCC)¢ Jamal Amro: confirmed that
Russia's decision will not affect the
Kingdom: as traders import limited
quantities from there.

Amro stated that Jordan used to
import small quantities from the Russian
market: but it stopped doing so after the
export ban was imposed in mid-2022
Hala News reported.

Hence he ruled out any impact
of the Russian decision on the local
market due to the availability of many

GFP and Cinemagic, with Support

alternative sources of medium-grain
rice. Amro said that 70 percent of
the Kingdom's rice consumption is
the medium-grain variety. which is
imported from the United States and
European countries.

He explained that the Kingdom's
rice imports during the previous year
amounted to 230,000 tons: distributed
among  medium-grain, long-grain
and basmati rice. The local market's
consumption of rice in all its varieties
reaches 150,000 tons annually: while the
remaining quantities serve as stocks for
importers and traders.

The quantities of rice that the Kingdom
imported from Russia in recent years
were 4,000 tons in 2020 11.000 tons in
2021. and 8000 tons until mid-2022.
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Temps (o cool down Sunday,
hot days ahead

AMMAN

Sunday’s  weather
forecast  predicts a
decrease in temperature:
bringing relief from the
scorching heat in some
areas. The temperatures
are expected to be around
the average for this time
of year. with normal
summer weather in
mountainous regions
and plains. However:
the Badia: the Jordan
Valley: the Dead Sea
and Agaba will continue
to  experience  hot
temperatures.

According to the
Jordan  Meteorological
Department (JMD).
mercury  levels  are
expected to soar a few
degrees on Monday and
over the next couple of
days. with relatively hot
to hot weather returning
to most regions: Jordan
News  Agency. Petra
reported.

Additionally: the
weather service has
issued a warning about
the danger of direct

sun exposure during
peak hours particularly
in the Jordan Valley:
Dead Sea: and Aqaba.
The public has been
implored to take
precautions: such as
wearing sunscreen and

avoiding prolonged
exposure to the sun( in
order to prevent heat-
relatedillnesses. Today’s
peak temperatures will be
between 29°C and 33°C
in Amman and various
highlands  throughout

the Kingdom. with lows
of 18°C or even 16°C in
the southern highlands
at night. The Gulf city
of Agaba will have
scorching weather. with
highs of 42°C and lows of
25°C.

sMudy reveals 51 penaliies
In cybercrime dratf

AMMAN
Jordan's Cybercrime

Law for 2023 has sparked
criticism  from  civil
society organizations:
citing potential impacts
on political reform and
democratic values. The
draft law includes 51
penalties; with 48 leading
to possible arrests, drawing
attention to flaws in its
formulation and lack of
clear criminalization.

The proposedlegislation
features eight felonies
and 40 misdemeanors:
with penalties ranging
from temporary labor to

fines up to JD75.000 or
imprisonment. It grants
authorities the right to be
protected raising worries
about stifling criticism
of public figures. The
law also holds website
administrators liable for
illegal  content posted
by external individuals
challenging the principle
of personal accountability:
Amman Net reported.

Critics’ concerns and
recommendations

Critics express
concerns over the

absence of an evaluation
of the law's impact on

society. the economyi
and constitutional
freedoms; while fearing
an increase in criminal
cases  disproportionately
affecting the poor with
hefty fines.

Many call for extensive
dialogue: economic and
social impact assessments:
and revaluation of harsh
penalties to ensure
proportionality. Freedom
of expression and internet
browsing provisions
require scrutiny  to
align with international
standards. Civil society
groups like the Justice

Center for Legal Aid and
Jordan Open-Source
Association advocate
for comprehensive
discussions to preserve
constitutional rights and
equitable sentencing.
Protests and  US
concerns over draft law
Amidst the growing
opposition: Jordanians
participated in a protest
against the draft law after
Friday prayers. while the
US Embassy in Amman
expressed concerns about
its potential implications
on freedom of expression
and information sharing.

ol Embassy ol Ireland, Launch ‘Himr’

PRESS RELEASE presented by international pathways for
Generations For Peace production managers.  within
screenwriters; and award-

(GFP): with the support of
the Irish Ministry of Foreign

winning filmmakers including

Her

employment
Jordan's

growing film industry.
Excellency the

rapidly

Affairs and the Embassy Screenwriter and filmmaker Ambassador of Ireland to tool for
of Ireland in Jordan, has Ryan Rowe: Screenwriter. Jordan Marianne Bolger
launched activities for the Director and Playwright Maire commented: that “the
‘Filmi’ Training Program in Campbell: Assistant Director Irish Embassy in Jordan

partnership with Belfast-based
Cinemagic.
The Program will engage 20

Terry Bamber and Producer-
Director Sam Nutt who will
also lead the crew in Jordan.

partner

is delighted to once again
with  Generations
For Peace and Cinemagic

transformative
youth to make our world a
better place. and we know that
filmmaking is an unparalleled
amplifying
impact. With the support of
the Irish Embassy in Jordan
this Program offers a platform
for aspiring youth in Jordan
to engage in comprehensive
training under Cinemagic’s

power

their

of Cinemagic
Burney Keatings MBE said:
“With thanks to Generations
For Peace( with the support of
the Irish Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and the Embassy of
Ireland in Jordan: we are
delighted toembark onanother
ground-breaking filmmaking
initiative with young people
in Jordan: including Syrian
refugees. After the resounding
success of last year’s program
and the production of Abia

CEO:¢ Joan

looking  forward

and one that profiles issues
that
‘Filmi” follows the success of
last year’s Training Program
through which youth produced
the award-winning short film
“Abia”. The short film has since
been
international
and at the United Nations
Headquarters in New York
during the UN’s International
Women’s Day celebration and
the UN Commission on the
Status of Women session. It

important to them.”

showcased at various
film festivals

youth in Jordan by providing The  'Filmi'  Training to deliver excitingi renowned international team

them with comprehensive Program will cover a wide meaningful impactful  of experts.”

training in various areas range of important aspects of program. This project will He continued: “Not only

of filmmaking. ‘Filmi’® will film production: equipping provide an excellent platform do these sessions provide we are
provide the opportunity for the participants with both for youth not only to learn invaluable knowledge and

the participants to select a
topic important to them and
collaborateasateamtoproduce
their own independent film: to
be shot in Jordan.

The Training Program
will include a series of five
industry film masterclasses

theoretical knowledge
and practical skills. From
scriptwriting and  location

scouting to the art of directing.
The training will enhance the
participants' understanding of
the entire filmmaking process
and hone their skills to create

skills in filmmaking and film
production. but also to make
an impactful intervention
on a social issue they deem

important.”

GFP President: Dr
Mohanned Arabiat;
added: “We believe in the

skillsc but they also offer
participants  the once-in-
a-lifetime  opportunity  to
create an independent film
that resonates with their life
experiences and embodies
their dreams for a future filled
with peace and prosperity.”

to working with another
incredible team of talent.

At the core of Cinemagic is
the ethos to educate; motivate:
and inspire young people
from all backgrounds: and
this project does just that. as
well as giving young people
ownership of a creative project

focuses on asylum and gender-
based violence: topics chosen
by diverse youth in Jordan who
participated in its production.
“Abia” has been nominated
for and won various awards:
including the Best Foreign
Language Film award at the
2022 British Short Film Awards.
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ferinary medicine exports

NEWS

million to multiple markets

AMMAN

Representative of the
pharmaceutical and medical
supplies sectors at Jordan
Chamber of Industry (JCI).
Fadi Atrash. estimated the
existing export opportunities
in the Kingdom's veterinary
medicine and  pesticide
industries to multiple foreign
markets at about $200
million.

Atrash said a total of 31
establishments are working in
Jordan's veterinary medicine
industry. which constitute
20.5 percent of the total
number of entities operating
in the therapeutic industries
and medical supplies sector:
and employ 1.052 workers:
the Jordan News Agency:
Petra reported.

He noted total capital
of companies operating in
veterinary medicines and

Ministry of Labor Introduces new

pesticides amounts to JD38
million« which constitutes 23
percent of the total capital of
establishments operating in

saiety regulations for workers

AMMAN
The Ministry of Labor
has introduced two new

regulations for occupational
safety and health: set to
take effect next month.
The regulations represent a
notable development of the
work environment system
and are part of the Ministry's
commitment to providing
a safe and healthy work
environment for workers in the
private sector.

The two regulations: named
"Medical ~ Preventive  and
Treatment Care for Workers
in Institutions for the year
2023" and "Occupational Safety
and Health and Prevention
of Occupational Hazards in
Institutions for the year 2023"
were recently published and can
be reviewed on the Ministry’s
website: Addustour reported.

Medical and preventive care
for workers

The first regulation:
"Medical ~ Preventive and
Treatment Care for Workers
in Institutions for the year
2023," aims to establish legal
provisions for occupational
health standards in line with
international  practices. It
emphasizes providing medical
and preventive care for workers
to  minimize  workplace
injuries: occupational
diseases: and their related
impacts. Regular  medical
examinations for workers
are part of this regulation to
ensure their safety in the work
environment.

The new legislation

Employers employing 50
workers or more are mandated
to establish a medical unit
within the institution and its
branches to provide medical
and health care. Meanwhile:
employers with fewer than 50
workers must ensure medical
preventive, and treatment care
by sending an employee for
certified first aid training.

Promote workers’ well-being

Furthermore: the regulation
requires employers to appoint
medical staff based on the
economicactivity'sriskleveland
workforce size. A specialized

medical paramedic category
is also introduced to enhance
medical care for workers. To
promote workers' well-being:
the regulation emphasizes the
need for employers to consider
the health condition of specific
worker categoriesc such as
pregnant women and persons

with disabilities.

Preventive procedures

The second regulation
"Occupational ~ Safety and
Health and Prevention
of  Occupational  Hazards
in  Institutions for the

year 2023," aims to define
preventive procedures and
measures to protect workers
in economic establishments
from occupational hazards:
accidents: and occupational
diseases in  line  with
international standards.
Employers with at least
20 workers are obligated
to establish a policy for
occupational safety and health.
following  the  Ministry's
approved model. They are
also required to conduct a risk
assessment of occupational

hazards  in  the  work This would allow forlocally ~step ~ towards
environment to ensure worker testing exported materials Jordanian-Iraqi
safety. without the involvement integration: opening the way
Employers must monitor
and report
Under the regulation

employers must monitor and
report work-related accidents

or potential accidents
promptly. Additionally:
employers  should  create
emergency  plans  within

their institutions to handle
unforeseen incidents. The
regulation emphasizes
facilitating access for workers
with disabilities to protect
them from workplace hazards.
The Ministry's spokesperson:
Mohammed Al-Zyoud: stated
that these regulations mark a
notable step towards creating
safer ~work environments
and protecting the well-
being of workers. With their
implementation: the Ministry
aims to enhance productivity:
reduce downtime: and ensure
the overall well-being of the
workforce in various economic
establishments.

the therapeutic industries and
medical supplies sector.

Atrash noted added value

of the Kingdom's veterinary
medicine and  pesticide
industries sector amounts
to more than JD99 million:

with a production volume
of JD195 million: adding its
exports during the past year
amounted to JD87 million:

while its sales in the local
market stood at about JD108
million.

He also pointed out
that Jordanian veterinary
medicine and  pesticide
industry offers a diverse

range of commodities and
items and have connections
to several other industries:
particularly preventive
medical medicines: vaccines:
hormones: and nutritional
supplements. He stressed the
need to facilitate registration

procedures for the local
product of  veterinary
medicines and pesticides
and enhance cooperation

in the field of veterinary
treatments. pesticides; and
insecticides with a number
of countries that constitute
a "major" gateway for "highly
competitive" Jordanian
products.

Jordan and Iraq discuss join industry
chamber and trade enhancements

AMMAN

HeadofJordanChamberof
Industry (JCI)« FathiJaghbir.
discussed with the President
Federation
of Industries (IFI). Adil
Okab: the establishment of
a joint industry chamber.
The aim is to contribute to
the production of sectoral
committees. conduct a joint
study to develop the industry:
integration
between the two countries.
They also assessed existing
projects to promote mutual
industrial integration.

The meeting took place
during the Prime Minister's

of the Iraqi

and achieve

recent visit to Irag. One of

the main topics discussed
was the simplification of
the process for dealing with
certificates of origin issued by
JCI and IFI. They proposed a
direct and faster trade route
by eliminating the need for
authentication by embassies
or foreign affairs ministries
the Jordan News Agency:

Petra reported.

goods

of a third party. The same
approach would apply to

imported by both
countries. Given that more
than 65 percent of the projects
in their Economic Estate are
related to industries; close
cooperation at all stages was
emphasized by both sides.
Jaghbir stated that these
talks marked an important
achieving
industrial

for stronger joint trade and
economic opportunities.
The ability to establish a
joint industry chamber and
conduct collaborative studies
for industrial development
was deemed  essential
to enhance cooperation
between the two nations.
Meanwhile: Okab
expressed that the meeting
with the Jordanian
industrial delegation was
a crucial turning point

in  strengthening  joint
industrial cooperation. He

stressed the partnership
with Jordan: particularly in
streamlining ~ commercial
procedures: primarily
focusing on the direct

authentication of certificates
of origin issued by both
sides. Furthermore; Okab
emphasized the need for
bolstering economic ties by
providing support to their
respective industrial sectors.

JPA bans medication deliveries
without its prior approval

IC
*
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AMMAN

On Friday: in coordination with its
sub-committees
Pharmacists Association (JPA) forbadeany
owner of a pharmaceutical establishment
from entering into an agreement with any
party that was aiming to deliver medicine
locally without obtaining the association’s
prior approval.

In its decision: the JPA affirmed that it
will deal with this issue with the "utmost"
firmness. and will not tolerate violators:

nationwide; Jordan

its national and professional

responsibilities. in implementation of the
law's provisions and legislation governing
the pharmaceutical profession: Jordan
News Agency. Petra reported.
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