French envoy in
Lebanon to seek
way out of political

deadlock
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New (aledonia iirst stop of Macroms Paciiic trip

Macron calls for return to
authority aiter krench riots

NOUMEA

President Emmanuel Macron said on
Monday that France needed a return to
authority "at every level" in response to
recent riots sparked by the police shooting
of a teenager.

The killing of Nahel M.. 17. during a
traffic stop last month prompted protests:
riots and looting: with many accusing
the government of allowing a culture of
institutional racism in the police force to
fester.

Condemning "the burning of schools:
city halls; gyms and libraries” and “the
violence of looting". Macron said: "The
lesson I draw from his is order. order:
order." Speaking on French television
during a trip to New Caledonia Macron
added that "order must prevail. There is

no freedom without order": he said.

"Our country needs a return to
authority at every level: starting with the
family." he said.

"We must invest massively in our youth
to provide them with a framework."
Macron said.

The president also reiterated his
previous criticism of the role of social
networks during the riots and looting:
saying "public digital order" was needed
"to stop excesses".

He said many young people used social
media to organise meetups and riots. and
even "to enter into competition with each
other" during the riots.

Of the around 1.300 people being
prosecuted for their alleged role in the
riots. nearly half are under 18.
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French envoy in Lebanon (o seek

BEIRUT

Lebanon’s powerful
parliament speaker Nabih
Berri met on Tuesday with
French special envoy Jean-
Yves Le Drian. in Beirut to
help resolve divisions that
have left the presidency
vacant for nearly nine
months.

A statement from
Berri’s office said the
was  “good”
that “an opening
has pierced through”
Lebanon’s power vacuumy
without elaborating.

Mired in a gruelling
economic  crisis  since
2019. Lebanon has been
governed by a caretaker
cabinet for more than
a vyear and without
a president since late
October.

Le Drian: on his second
mission to Lebanon: gave
no public statement after
the meeting with Berri.

The French envoy is set
to hold discussions with
other political leaders
during his three-day visit.

Le Drian “is coming to
present the results of the
Doha meeting and his talks
in Saudi Arabia” a French
diplomatic source told

meeting
and

AFP: referring to recent
moves meant to encourage
Lebanon to name a new
president.

“He will try to reconcile
points of view and create
favourable conditions
for a consensual solution
to emerge.” the source
added. Lebanese
lawmakers failed 12 times
to elect a successor to
former president Michel
Aoun amid bitter disputes
between the powerful
Iran-backed Shiite

way out ol llﬂlilil deadlock

movement Hizbollah and
its opponents.

On July 17
representatives of Saudi
Arabia. Egypt: the United
States; France and Qatar
gathered in Doha to
discuss Lebanon: urging
parliament to choose a
president and politicians
to “take immediate steps
to break the impasse”.

“We discussed concrete
options with respect to
implementing  measures
against those who are

i EF U 7

blocking progress on this
front,” the statement said.

Le Drian came to
Lebanon last month for
the first time as France’s
envoy: meeting key figures
ona “consultative” mission
to push for a solution to
the protracted political
deadlock.

Multiple attempts
spearheaded by Lebanon’s
former colonial ruler
France to extricate the
country from its woes have
ended in failure.

Greeceriacinginotiestulyiweekend

IS0 Earyex

ATHENS

Greece is facing its
hottest July weekend in 50
years: a top meteorologist
warned on Friday as the
country wilts under a
prolonged heatwave set to
last well into next week.

Government ministries
have advised people to
work from home where
possible and not to venture
out unnecessarily. The
exceptional temperatures
also mean key tourism
sites will be closed during
the hottest part of the day.

“This weekend

risks being the hottest
registered in July in
the past 50 years.” said
Panagiotis Giannopoulos:
meteorologist with state
broadcaster ERT.

“Athens is going to
have temperatures above
400C for six to seven
days: through to the end of
July.” said Giannopoulos.

Such a prolonged spell
of scorching temperatures
is exceptional for the
Greek capital.

Sunday is likely to see
the city labour under as

much as 440C with the
central region of Thessalia
enduring 450C.

A 46-year-old man
was meanwhile reported
to have succumbed to
heatstroke on the central
Greek island of Evia
after being admitted to
Chalkida hospital: which

said cardio-respiratory
failure following
exposure to high
temperatures appeared
to be the cause.

The national
meteorological  institute
EMY earlier reported

temperatures of 410C
at Atticai encompassing
the capital Athens and
forecasting up to 440C in
Thessalia.

Yannis Kallianos:
meteorologist with private
broadcaster Mega: spoke
of an “interminable and
powerful heatwave”.

“According to latest
forecasts: the heatwave
could last wuntil next
Thursday or  Friday.”
Kallianos warned: adding
that strong northerly
winds could also spark
fires.

—

49 Alrican countries confirm participation in summit - Kremlin

Putin to discuss Ukraine with Alrican leaders

MOSCOW

Russian President Vladimir
Putin will discuss Ukraine with
leaders of African countries:
who will gather for a Russia-
Africa summit hosted in Saint
Petersburg later this week: the
Kremlin said on Tuesday.

"On  July 28 Vladimir
Putin is scheduled to have a
working lunch with a group
of leaders of African states on
Ukraine issues." the Kremlin
said in a statement.

Russia "appreciates  the
sincere efforts of the African
partners for a political
resolution of the conflict", the
Kremlin said.

Several African leaders
including  South  African
President Cyril Ramaphosa
are expected at the summit
set for Thursday and Friday in
Putin's native city.

The Kremlin said that
49 African countries have
confirmed their participation.

At the end of the
summit a declaration will
be adopted outlining the
"coordinated approaches to
the development of Russian-

African  cooperation”. the
Kremlin added.

The end of a deal that has
allowed  Ukrainian  grain
exports through the Black Sea

to global markets: including
Africa is set to dominate the
agenda.

In thelast few days: Moscow
has sought to reassure African

ot/

partners, saying it understands
their "concern” on the issue.
At the summit's plenary
session; Putin is expected
to make a "big statement”

that will address the issue of
food and fertilisers; Kremlin
foreign policy advisor Yuri
Ushakov said as quoted by
Russian news agencies.

"The main attention will
be paid to the prospects for
the further development of
relations between Africaand
Russia with an emphasis on
our assistance to the national
sovereign development
of Africans. ensuring fair
access to food: fertilisers:
modern technologies and
energy resources:" Ushakov
said.

Putin will hold meetings
with several African leaders:
including the presidents of
Cameroon: Senegal: South
Africa and the Central
African Republici according
to Ushakov.

The summit is the second of
its kind after an inaugural one
that was held in 2019 in Sochi
in southern Russia.
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Three Palestinians Killed by Israell Iorces in West Bank

Hamas says the 3 were members oi 1ts Ezzedine Al Qassam Brigades armed wing

NABLUS:

Palestinian Territories
— Israeli forces killed three
Palestinians in the occupied
West Bank on Tuesday: the
Palestinian health ministry
said: the latest deaths in a surge
of violence in the territory since
early last year.

"Three Palestinians have
been killed by Israeli bullets
in Nablus." the ministry said.
Hamas: which controls the
Gaza Strip: said the three were
members of its armed wing.

The Israeli forces said
three "armed terrorists" had
opened fire on its soldiers
from a vehicle in a Nablus
neighbourhood and the Israeli
forces fired back "to neutralise"
them.

The soldiers recovered three
M-16 riflesc a gun¢ cartridges
and other military equipment:
the army said in a statement.

The  Palestinian  health
ministry identified the dead as
Nour Al Deen Al Ardah: 32

Saad Al Kharaz 43.

Hamas said the three were
members of its Ezzedine Al
Qassam Brigades armed wing.

Qassam martyrs who died this
morning in an armed clash
with the occupation forces
in Nablus." Hamas said in a

The Palestinian president's
spokesman:  Nabil Abu
Rudeineh: said the killing of the
three men amounted to a "war

"Israeli crimes will not bring
our people to their knees: and
will not bring security and
stability to anyone/" he said in

Israel has occupied the West
Bank since the June War of
1967.

Since early last year: the
territory has seen a string
of attacks by Palestinians
on Israeli targets: as well
as  violence by Israeli
settlers against Palestinian
communities.

Violence linked to the
Israeli- Palestinian conflict
this year has killed at least 201
Palestinians. 27 Israelisc one
Ukrainian and one Italian
according to an AFP tally
compiled from official sources
on both sides.

They include. on the
Palestinian side: combatants as
well civilians and: on the Israeli
side three members of the Arab
minority.

Excluding Israeli-occupied
East Jerusalem: the West Bank
is home to nearly three million
Palestinians: as well as around
490,000 Israelis who live in
settlements considered illegal

Montaser Salameh: 33. and

"We mourn our heroic

Spain voies In snap election

MADRID

Spain voted on Sunday in
an early general election in
which the conservative Popular
Party (PP) was tipped to beat
Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez's
Socialists: but likely to need the
far-right to govern.

PP leader Alberto Nunez
Feijoo: a former civil servant.
said he hoped "Spain can start a
new era" after he cast his ballot
in Madrid.

Final opinion polls
allowed under Spanish law
and published on Monday
suggested the PP was on track
to win the most seats in the 350-
seat parliament; but fall short
of a working parliamentary
majority. That could force the
PP to form a coalition with Vox:
giving a far-right party a share
of power at the national level
for the first time since the end of
the decades-long dictatorship
of General Francisco Franco in
1975. Vox is part of a Europe-
wide trend of far-right parties
gaining support at the ballot
boxc with such formations
already governing alone or in
coalition with the centre-right
in Hungary Italy and Finland.

Sanchez in office since 2018;
warned during an ill-tempered
TV debate with Feijoo that a
PP-Vox coalition government
would “take us into a dark time
warp that will leave us who
knows where”. In its electoral
programme: Vox  pledges
to overturn laws on gender
violence: LGBTQ rights.
abortion and euthanasia as
well as outlaw separatist parties
and defend traditions such as

bullfighting.
Former
Minister Gordon Brown called

British ~ Prime
Vox’s agenda “chilling” in
an opinion article published
Sunday in French daily Le
Monde: warning its entry into
government in Spain “would
push Europe one step further
into a right-wing abyss”.

This is the first national
election in Spain’s modern
history to be held at the height
of summer. when many people
are on holidays. Turnout as of
2:00pm (12:00 GMT) stood at
40.5 per cent. up from 37.9 per
cent at the same tine during the
last general election in 2019.

The figure does not include
the record 2.47  million
registered voters who cast an
absentee ballot.

Many voters told Spanish
media they voted early to
avoid the scorching heat. while
electric fans were installed in
polling stations to try to keep
people cool. Maria Suner
an 80-year-old retiree; said
the timing of the election
was “ghastly”. “It should be
forbidden.” she told AFP at
a Madrid polling station.
Sanchez: 51 called the snap
polls after his Socialist party
and its far-left junior coalition
partners suffered a drubbing
in May local and regional
elections. Under his watch the
economy has outperformed
most of its European Union
peers: growing by 5.5 per cent
last year. and inflation has
dropped below the European
Central Bank’s 2 per cent target
this year. a rarity in Europe.

statement.

crime'.

a statement.

under international law.

Thousands more evacuated as
Greece «at wan with fires

RHODES: Greece

Authorities  evacuated
nearly 2,500 people from
the Greek island of Corfu
on Monday as the prime
minister warned that the
heat-battered nation was "at
war" with several wildfires.

Tens of thousands of
peoplehavealreadyfledblazes
on the island of Rhodes: with
many frightened tourists
scrambling to get home on
evacuation flights.

About 2:400 visitors and
locals were evacuated from
the Ionian tourist island of
Corfu from Sunday into

Monday. a fire service
spokesman  saidi adding
that the departures were a
precaution.

"We are at war and are
exclusively geared towards
the fire front." Greek Prime
Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis
told parliament in Athens:
warning that the nation
faced "another three difficult
days ahead" before high
temperatures are forecast to
ease.

Greece has been sweltering
under a lengthy spell of
extreme heat that has
exacerbated wildfire risk and
left visitors stranded in peak
tourist season.

Because of the wildfires:
an annual celebration on
Monday to mark the 1974
restoration of democracy in
Greece was cancelled.

Kelly Squirrel a transport
administrator ~ from  the
United Kingdom: said police
had ordered people from her
hotel on Rhodes to evacuate.

"We had to keep walking,"
she told AFP at the
international airport. "So we
walked for about six hours in
the heat."

Rhodes: which counted
2.5 million visitor arrivals
in 2022, is one of Greece's
leading holiday destinations.

Greek television broadcast
images oflonglines of people:
some in beachwear: lugging

suitcases along the island's
roads on Saturday. when the
evacuations were ordered.

More extreme
heat expected

Some 30.000 people fled
the flames on Rhodes at
the weekend: the country's
largest-ever wildfire
evacuation.

Police said 16.000 people
had been transported on land
and 3.000 evacuated by sea.
Others had to flee by road or
used their own transport after
being told to leave the area.

“We are exhausted and
traumatised.” said Daniel-
Cladin Schmidt: a 42-year-
old German tourist waiting
to be evacuated with his wife
and nine-year-old son.

“There were thousands of
people. the buses couldn’t
passc we had to walk for more
than two hours.” he told AFP
at Rhodes airport.

“We couldn’t breathe: we
just covered our faces and
moved forward.”

Holiday makers and some
locals spent the night in gyms:
schools and hotel conference
centres on the island.

In the departures hall of
the international airport

AFP saw groups of tourists
sleeping on the floor:
surrounded by luggage.

“We had to lend a woman
some of my wife’s clothes
because she had nothing
to wear,” Kevin Sales; an
engineer from England: told
AFP. “It was terrible.”

‘Hell’

Several travel companies
have halted their inbound
tourist flights to Rhodes and
have been helping to ferry
foreigners home.

“We ran 10 kilometres
with all our luggage to
escape the flames” while
the temperature was 42°C
said German tourist Lena
Schwarz, after arriving at
Hanover airport overnight
Sunday into Monday.

The 38-year-old told AFP
their journey leaving Rhodes
was “hell on Earth”.

Oxana Neb: 50 also
arriving at Hanover: said the
evacuation had been “very
bad”.

“We stayed in the hotel
until the end and fire came
from all sides.” she said.

She joined other guests
running to the beach
eventually abandoning her
suitcases on the way: she

said.

Crews have been battling
the flames in parts of Greece
for about a weeki and
firefighters were using aircraft
from dawn on Monday to
try to douse the flames on
Rhodes. Many regions were
under extreme risk of forest
fires on Monday but no towns
were directly threatened by
flames: the fire service told
AFP. Like every summer:
Greece is plagued by forest
firesc often deadly. ravaging
tens of thousands of hectares
of forest and vegetation.
“While not uncommon in
southern Europe: what was
unusual about the fires in
Rhodes was the intensity
and the speed at which they
spread:” Douglas Kelley: a
land surface modeller at the
UK Centre for Ecology and
Hydrology: said.

This  summer. Greece
experienced one of the
longest heatwaves in recent
years: according to experts:
with the thermometer hitting
45°C at the weekend.

Temperatures eased
Monday but were expected to
to pick up again on Tuesday
and Wednesday.

Rhodes remains at the
highest level of fire alert.
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