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Princess Basma Inaugurates 7th
Inbl conierence of UJ library

Amman

Her Royal Highness Princess Basma
bint Ali opened the 7th International
Conference for the University of
Jordan (UJ) Library on Tuesday: titled
"Libraries in their Fourth Generation
from a Practical Perspective."

During the ceremony: University
President Nazir Obeidat stated that
the advent of artificial intelligence
tools and their widespread availability
to the public "has brought the future
we aspire for closer." explaining
that the impact of programming
and technology in the world of open
networks is visible in a variety of fields
and sectors: particularly publishing
and libraries.

He went on to say that artificial

intelligence is useful in scientific research
and academic publication.

Obeidat emphasized that the age of
technology and artificial intelligence
has not been and will not be without
challenges and risks: and that privacy:
securityc and digital ethics require
attention:  scrutinyc and  strategic
thinking: as well as hard and enduring
work to develop appropriate preventive
measures.

He pointed out that digital culture
is not only about knowing how to
use hardware and software. but also
about being able to think critically and
creatively about how to utilize these tools
and navigate technology and the digital
world with all of its potential benefits and
obstacles.

Jordan, Singapore explore collaborative

Opporfunities in mefrology

Amman

Director-General of the Jordan
Standards and Metrology Organization
(JSMO). Abeer Alzhair. engaged on
Tuesday in discussions with the Director-
General of the National Metrology
Institute of Singapore: toexplore potential
areas of collaboration in the field of
metrology. In a remote meeting Alzhair
expressed Jordan's deep admiration for
Singapore's pioneering experience in
metrology and conveyed the country's
aspirations to leverage this expertise
across various sectors, noting that the
focus is on transferring and exchanging
successful practices: ultimately bolstering
the national economy and fostering

stronger bilateral cooperation.

The Singaporean official reciprocated
the interest by expressing Singapore's
keenness to establish a memorandum
of understanding with Jordan: aiming
to enhance metrology practices and
standards in both countries. "Notably:
the areas of mutual interest encompass
energy and water efficiency: consumer
product  safetyy and  conformity
assessment practices." she added.

This strategic engagement between the
Jordanian and Singaporean metrology
institutions heralds a new chapter in
the bilateral relationship: fostering a
promising alliance built on shared values
and common goals.
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British ioreign secretary
starts Middle East tour

Amman

British Foreign
Secretary James Cleverly
on Tuesday began a
3-day tour to the Middle
East to emphasize the
UK’s growing: mutually-
beneficial ~partnerships
with the region:
according to a statement
by the British embassy in
Amman.

The visitc which will
include Qatar Kuwait:
and Jordan: comes after
the Government recently
announced that citizens
from Gulf countries and
Jordan will benefit from
the UK’s new Electronic
Travel Authorisation visa
scheme( which will make
travel to the UK cheaper
and more accessible for
visitors.

All three countries are
also important energy:
defense: and  security
partners for the UK. and
trade and investment
with the Gulf are vital
to support the Prime
Minister’s priorities to
grow the economy: noted
the statement. adding
that UK trade with Qatar
and Kuwait was worth
£18.1bn billion last year
alone.

In  Jordan. Cleverly
will meet with Deputy
Prime  Minister and

Foreign Minister Ayman
Safadi later in the day:
and will announce up
to £1.5m to support
initiatives for women and
girls. The funding will
go towards civil society
organizations.

He will also meet
with representatives
from UNHCR (the UN’s
refugee agency) and the
World Food Programme
where he will announce
funding of £30 million
over three years to provide
cash  assistance and
support to the poorest

refugees. This will cover
their basic food and living
needs - reaching an
estimated 70.000 refugees
per year in the camps and
host communities.

"The UK’s mutually
beneficial  relationships
with the Gulf and Jordan
continue to thrive." said
Cleverly.

He expressed pride in
collaborations on shared
goals like developing
stronger trade ties and
security "for the benefit of
us all".

"The

UK also

remains committed to
supporting refugees
and host communities:
collaborating with our
partners to help the most
vulnerable in the region."
he stated.

Cleverly will meet with
the Qatari Prime Minister
and Foreign Minister:
Sheikh Mohammed bin
Abdulrahman Al Thani
on Tuesday in Qatar. He
will then head to Kuwait
to meet His Highness the
Crown Prince; Sheikh
Meshal Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah.

Ministry Inks deal ior water
pumping station project In Salt

Amman

Muhammad  Najjar
Minister of Water and
Irrigation: signedadealon
Tuesday to build a JD1.71
million water pumping
station to serve numerous

Salt governorate
communities. According
to Najjar. the 12-month
initiative would enhance

the environment;
safeguard  subterranean
and surface water

sources: particularly
springs in the region:
from  pollutioni and
provide environmental
solutions for the people of
the Shafa al- Amriya area.
It will also convey water to

the Central Salt Station for
treatment in accordance
with best practices: serve
rural  locations: solve
environmental concerns:
and expand sanitary
services to new areas.

(hinese embassy celebrates army)s 96th anniversary

"China adheres to the path of peaceful
development and pursues a defensive
National Defense Policy. No matter
what stage of development it reaches:
China will never seek hegemony or
engage in expansionism. China respects
the sovereignty and territorial integrity
of all countries; stands firmly against
all forms of hegemonism and power
politicss the Cold War mentality:
interference in other countries' internal
affairs and double standards. China
firmly participates in UN Peacekeeping
Missions and has dispatched the most
peacekeepers among the permanent
members of the UN Security Council. It
is the second largest contributor to the
UN peacekeeping budget." he added.

The international community is
nowadays confronted with multiple
risks and challenges rarely seen before:
he pointed out: adding that "the world
is once again at a crossroads in history
during this era filled with challenges: but
also brimming with hope."

On the sidelines of the ceremony:
which was attended by customs officers:
military officials and attaches in Arab and
foreign embassies. and invited guests: a
documentary film on the development of
the PLA was shown.

Amman

The Chinese Embassy in Amman held
a reception on Monday evening to mark
the 96th anniversary of the founding of
the Chinese People's Liberation Army
(PLA).

Defense Attache Senior Colonel Li
Pengfei said that the Jordanian-Chinese
military relationship is an important
part of the strategic partnership between
the two countries: which has developed
steadily after the pandemic: maintaining
good cooperation in various fields such
as personnel education.

"Together with our Jordanian friends:
we would like to make further exploration
into new areas: new contents: and new
modes of military security cooperation:
and jointly deal with traditional and
non-traditional security threats" he
stated.

Pengfei added that the "admirable"
Jordanian people and Armed Forces
have been deeply devoted to regional
and global peace: for which they are
widely praised and respected by the
international community. He noted that
since PLA's founding in 1927 it made
great contributions to China’s national
independence: the people’s liberation:
and national rejuvenation.
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fies, cooperation

Baghdad

President of Iraq Abdul
Latif Rashid received on
Tuesday Prime Minister Bisher
Khasawneh to discuss ties and
joint cooperation.

During  the  meeting;
Khasawneh conveyed His
Majesty King Abdullah II's
greetings and hopes for the
Iragi  President's continued
good health as well as His
Majesty's aspirations for greater
growth and prosperity for the
Iraqi people.

He  highlighted  several
Jordanian-Iraqi projects:
including  the  economic

zone: the industrial city. the
development of the oil pipeline
from Basra to Aqaba and the
transition of these projects
from the planning to the
implementation stage. whether
at the bilateral level or within
the framework of the tripartite

cooperation mechanism
between Jordan( Iraq. and
Egypt.

Khasawneh also underscored
the importance of the private
sector and the formation of
the Jordanian-Iraqi Business
Council in boosting trade

and investment: expressing
optimismin attaining favorable
outcomes that both countries'
populations will undoubtedly
experience.

The Prime Minister praised
Iraq's security and stability as
a result of defeating terrorism
and terrorist groups through
the efforts of the Iragi people
and  institutions; pointing
to the two sides' agreement
to strengthen their security
cooperation within a regional
framework that also extends
to anti-narcotics efforts which
pose a real threat to the peoples
of the two countries and the

region.
Rashid¢ for his part
emphasized the deep ties

that link Iraq and Jordan:
underlining  that  Iraq's
stability and security lend
the way for progress in the
development process and
offers up opportunities for
investment in many critical
industries.

He also emphasized the
significance of capitalizing
on the two nations' successes
in economic: trade. and
investment spheres.

s A |

Jordan, Iraq Initiate Iresh channels of economic parmership

Amman

Jordan and Iraq are taking
accelerated steps towards
establishing ~ the  desired
economic integration: both in
the public and private sectors:
in order to surpass challenges:
and broaden trade and
investment  collaborations:
with political backing from
the countries’ leadership.

Prime Minister Bisher
Khasawneh's visit to Baghdad.
leading a delegation of
ministers and private sector
representatives, opens up new
avenues for bilateral economic
cooperation  between the
two countries; framed by a
multitude of agreements:
understandings: and  joint
projects: particularly the joint
economic city project: electric
connectivity: and oil pipeline.

The visit primarily focused
on mechanisms to enhance the
volume of trade exchange and
the significance of expanding

the  prospects of joint
collaboration in economic
commerciali and investment

fields: with a view to bolstering
the role of the private sector
in augmenting trade exchange
between the two countries in
various domains, including
industry:. energy: investment

transportation  agriculture:
environment. healthi and
education.

In an interview with the
Jordan News Agency (Petra).
Khalil Haj Tawfiqe president
of the Jordan Chamber of
Commerce (JCC) and a
member of the delegation:
highlighted that Iraq represents
a crucial component of the
national economy and the
Kingdom's most significant
trading partner. expressing
optimism that the visit's
positive  outcomes  would
soon materialize into concrete
results: serving the mutual
interests of both nations.

Haj Tawfiq referred to an
agreement to establish the

Jordanian-Iraqi Business
Council and to launch
it in September. in line

with the memorandum of
understanding signed earlier
this year between the JCC
and the Iraqi Federation of
Chambers of Commerce.

He emphasized the swift
actions taken by the Iraqi
side to establish a temporary
headquarters for the Iraqi
Trade Center in the Amman
Chamber of  Commerce
(ACC) building underscoring
the significance of exchanging
information and available trade
opportunities to foster trade
between the two countries.

He confirmed that there
are real opportunities to
multiply the trade figures
between the two countries by
expanding the base of mutual
trade in both directions and
removing any obstacles that
hinder its flow: underscoring
the importance of exchanging
visits by economic delegations
to establish trade partnerships:
granting  business  owners
free movement: and allowing
businessmen and investors to
enter the country without a
visa.

Moreover: Haj  Tawfiq
pointed out that the Jordan
and Amman Chambers of

Commerce plan to arrange a
visit for a trade delegation to
five Iraqi provinces namely
Baghdad:  Basrac  Mosul
Najafi and Anbar. by the end
of October: as an initial step
towards visiting the remaining
provinces. This initiative
will help explore trade and
investment opportunities.

He drew attention to the
imminentarrival ofasignificant
Iraqi economic delegation: led
by the head of the Federation
of Iragi Chambers of
Commerce. Abdul Razzaq Al-
Zuhairi; to Jordan to attend
the 20th Conference of Arab
Businessmen and Investors:
which will take place in
Amman in October. The
delegation will also engage in
trade discussions and assess
the investment prospects in the
Kingdom.

Additionally. he  noted
the significant efforts being
made by the private sectors
of Jordan and Iraqi and how
they are now entering a new
phase of work: cooperation:
and  coordination  with
an  integrated  approach:
establishing  projects and
building commercial

industriali and investment
partnerships that would be
beneficial for both countries.

Haj Tawfiq stressed the need
to removeany difficulties facing
the intra-trade movement
between Jordan and Iraq
and move forward with the
implementation of projects that
came within the joint tripartite
economic integration project
(Jordan( Iraq and Egypt). and
support the participation of the
Jordanian private sector in the
investment projects offered on
the Iraqi side.

According to a report
prepared by the ACC: the
Kingdom's exports to Iraq
during the past year 2022
amounted to about JD615
million« compared to JD157
million of imports.

Jordanian exports to Iraq
varied during the past year:
including  vegetables and
fruitsc cheese. milki eggs:
palm oile and other oils: live
chicken: boneless meat. fats
animal or vegetable oils: salt.
feed concentrates: mineral
and aerated water juices:
medicines; paintsc and other
materials.

Some 1.045 Iraqi partners

registered with the ACC
until the end of last June of
2023 in various commercial
and service sectors. with a
capital of JD130 million: data
showed.

The report referred to a
number of proposals to bolster
trade exchange between Jordan
and Iraq: the foremost of which
is identifying vital sectors in
the bilateral economies; such
as energy and tourism: and
encouraging cooperation
and investment in them
in addition to encouraging
companies to invest in the
two countries and establish
joint projects that can enhance
economic cooperation and
trade exchange.

Additionally: the report
indicated that simplifying and
improving customs procedures
between the two countries
could increase the volume of
trade exchange: which requires
work to ease restrictions and
fair treatment of traded goods.

It also suggested developing
border crossings: as this would
contribute to improving and
developing border crossings
between Jordan and Iraq

facilitate shipping operations
and reduce delays caused by
bureaucratic procedures.

The report pointed to the
importance of commercial
promotion and marketing
through the development of
joint promotional campaigns
for products and services
from Jordan and Iraqc which
increases the demand for them
and enhances trade exchange.

According to the report: the
development of a system for
exchanging trade information
between Jordan and Iraq
is crucial for facilitating
the search for business
opportunities and expanding
networks of companies.

In its report. the Chamber
indicated that Iraq. according
to the national export strategy:
ranked second among Jordan's
most  important  trading
partners in the Greater Arab
Free Trade Area during the
year 2021 and fourth at the
level of Jordan's main partners
in terms of exports.

According to the national
export strategy (20232025-).
the report mentioned the
products targeted for export to
Iraq: including food industries:
contracting, pharmaceuticals
chemicals: household electrical
appliances: fertilizers.
phosphates: vegetables: fruits:
consulting.  administrative
and  engineering  services
clean energy equipment
live animals. plastics: paper:
packaging  industriess and
information technology
services.

The report pointed to the
most important challenges
facing increasing exports from
Jordan to Iraq. foremost of
which are customs procedures
and fees for them shipping and
transportation procedures:
expansion of the protectionist
policy for Iraqi products
obtaining visas and residencies
for companies; workers and
project experts: the high cost
and length of procedures: in
addition to obstacles related to
technical conformity.
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