Soaring to new heights:
Jordams tourism industry
prepares for record-
breaking 2023 - JTB

Rockets, shells

kill 20 Sudan
civilians - lawyers,
medics

House Energy
committee abolishes
ratification law of oil
exploration agreement
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JUC, customs department (o form joint high-
|evel committee for commercial Sector

Amman

The Jordan Chamber of Commerce
(JCC) and the Jordan Customs
Department (JCD) have reached a
consensus to establish a joint high-
level committee. as well as other sub-
committees; aimed at addressing the
commercial sector's requirements and
activating the two sides' council toremove
obstacles and streamline procedures.

During a coordination meeting: JCC
president Khalil Haj Tawfiq emphasized
the importance of simplifying and
facilitating  procedures for traders
commending the department's efforts
in implementing the open-door policy
and presenting developmental projects
that facilitate trade and its flow.JCD
Director-General Maj. Gen. Jalal Qudah

stated that the department is committed
to maintaining permanent collaboration
with various government entities and
economicsectorstoeaseimportand export
protocols: improve mechanisms and offer
all feasible facilitation to clients through
the computerization of procedures based
on the most recent global practices. As
per a statement issued on Sunday: the
two sides discussed several matters and
inquiries pertaining to the commercial
sector. with a particular emphasis on
challenges related to e-commerce: postal
parcel trade national value and window:
pre-clearance: the golden list: inspection
procedures;  targetingi  estimation
open customs commitments; and the
mechanism for issuing replacement
certificates.

yaladi voices House)s support

{0 public ireedoms

Amman

Lower House Speaker; Ahmed Safadi
said Parliament supports freedom of
opinion expressioni and media; and
accepts constructive criticism aimed
to achieving the public interest; while
stiffening penalties and fines against
abusers and extortionists. who target the
society and its safety.

Safadi made the remarks while chairing
a part of the House Legal Committee
Committee's meeting on Sunday: as
part of its dialogues launched to discuss
the draft 2023 Cybercrime Law: in the
presence of experts and representatives
of civil society institutions.

Safdai said the high financial fines

mentioned in the draft law do not
target people "keen" on upholding the
society's safety and security. but rather
affects offenders: who continuously harm
society and spread rumors.

Therefore. he noted House supports
these fines against offenders who seek
sedition: distortion: extortion and other
irresponsible practices.

Moreover: Safadi noted Parliament
deals with the texts of the draft law: in
accordance with the "highest" levels of
national responsibility and will not be
"customized to suit personal interests."
calling on civil society institutions to
launch dialogue with lawmakers to come
up with an agreed up legislation.
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House Energy committee abolishes
ratilication Iaw of oil explorafion agreement

Amman
Lower House
Energy and Mineral
Resources ~ Committee
approved a draft law
to abolish ratification
of the production-
sharing agreement
to explore for oil and
assess its exploration
and

«  development
production.

The deal was signed
by Natural Resources
Authority (NRA) and
Canada’s Ammonite
Energy International Inc.
(AMO-V) to carry out oil
exploration operations in
southern Jafr district and
the Kingdom's central
regions for 2017.

Chairing the
committee's meeting
on Sunday: its head MP
Talal Ensour. urged need
to verify "seriousness"
of companies wishing to
explore for oil with the
"utmost” standards of
accuracy: by harnessing
their previous experiences
in this field.

Ensour noted the
mandating reasons for
the decision to revoke the
agreement's ratification
was due to AMO-V's
failure to implement its
contractual  obligations
to explore for oil in Jafr
region and Jordan's
central  bloc:  which
constitutes "a  material
breach” of the agreement
clauses. For his part
Minister ~of  Energy:
Saleh Kharabsheh,
said the draft law to
revoke the agreement's

ratification law was due
driven by AMO-V's
failure to implement its
contractual  obligations
according to the terms of
the production-sharing
agreement in Jafr region
and central Jordan areas.

The company: after
date of the agreement's
entry into force: and its
issuance in the Official
Gazette on June 2¢ 2015
did not implement any of
its contractual obligations
despite the ministry's
follow-up with AMO-V,

the minister said.

Kharabsheh noted the
ministry affirmed need to
adhere to the agreement's
provisions: adding that
the company justified its
inability to comply with
this deal by fluctuation of
oil prices. In accordance
with provisions of Article
32 of the oil production-
sharing agreement: the
government  abolished
the deal based on its
powers: as the company
failed to implement its
obligations.

Rehabilitation Kicks ofi 1or
Iara Main water station

Sweimeh

A rehabilitation project
was launched for the Zara
Ma'in water station on
Sunday to replace 20
water pumps that have
exceeded their lifespan.

Implemented by the
Ministry of Water and
Irrigation and funded
by the United States
Agency for International
Development (USAID):
the scheme will replace
the pumps with advanced:
energy-efficient ones
and install a fifth pump

in every 5 stations to
ensure sustainability in
the system: said Water
Minister Mohamed
Najjar. The station is a
main provider of water:
supplying Amman with
100,000 cubic meters per
day (38 million cubic
meters  annually) of
potable water( he noted.

He went on to say
that the station. which
treats water through
sedimentation and
filtrationc consists of a
water treatment plant and

five pumping stations
eachhaving 4 pumpsand 4
motors and a transmission
system through pipelines.

The minister praised
the technical support
provided by USAID

through the 60-year-old
partnership to enhance
the  performance  of

companies operating
in the sector: minimize
water  lossc  upgrade
network infrastructure:
and establish eflicient
water resource
management in order

to build a resilient water
sector in the Kingdom for
future generations. The
USAID Mission Director
in Jordan Leslie Reed
said that the partnership
with  Jordan extends
for 60 years in order
to rehabilitate critical
water and  sanitation
infrastructure;  increase
access to water in the
Kingdom: preserve water
resources for  future
generations: and  help
Jordan build a safe water
future.

Rockets, shells kIll 20 Sudan civilians — lawyers, medics

WAD MADANI Sudan

At least 20 Sudanese civilians have been killed by
rocket fire on residential areas of one of Darfur's main
citiesand by shelling near hospitalsin North Kordofan
state. lawyers and medics said on Saturday.

The doctors' union said that since on Friday
morning shells had struck near four hospitals in the
North Kordofan state capital El Obeid: killing four
civilians and wounding 45.

In the South Darfur state capital Nyala: the local
lawyers' union said that rocket fire had killed 16
civilians.

The Darfur region: already ravaged by brutal
conflict in the early 2000s: has seen some of the worst
of the violence since fighting erupted in mid-April
between Sudanese rival generals vying for power.

"During an exchange of rocket fire between
the army and the Rapid Support Forces (RSF):
16 civilians were killed on Friday: according to a
preliminary toll" the lawyers' union said.

And at least one man was killed by a sniper: it
added.

In the West Darfur capital of El Geneina near
Chad¢ snipers have reportedly been targeting
residents from rooftops since fighting began: and
tens of thousands have fled across the border.

The war( which broke out in the capital Khartoum
on April 15 and spread to Darfur later that month:
has left at least 3,000 dead across Sudan: according
to a conservative estimate.

It pits army chief Abdel Fattah Al Burhan against
his former deputy Mohamed Hamdan Daglo:

commander of the paramilitary RSF.

Fighting in Darfur. an RSF stronghold: has
recently concentrated around Nyala: after brutal
clashes in El Geneina where the United Nations had
reported atrocities.

Battles have also continued in and around
Khartoum. Residents reported on Saturday the first
army air strikes on villages in the Al Jazirah state: just
south of the capital.

The fertile land between the White Nile and Blue
Nile rivers now hosts several hundred thousands
of the estimated 3.3 million people the war has
displaced.

If fighting expands into Al Jazirah: they may be
forced to flee again.

The humanitarian workers who support
them would have to move as welli but fear the
many bureaucratic challenges in relocating their
operations.

Analysts say both warring sides would like to see
the battlefield expand.

"The RSF has held the upper hand in Khartoum
since the early days of the war: but that advantage
is only growing more apparent.” the International
Crisis Group (ICG) think tank said.

The army on July 15 launched a major offensive
in North Khartoum: flattening entire suburban
neighbourhoods with air raids "but it failed
spectacularly”; the ICG said.

The RSF. meanwhile: are trying to seize the main
Darfur-Khartoum road to ensure a constant supply
of fighters and weapons.
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PM partakes in Development, Migration Conierence

Amman

Deputizing for His Majesty
King Abdullah:  Prime
Minister Bishr Khasawneh
will take part in the
International Conference on
Development and Migration

organized by
government in the capital
Rome: on Sunday.

is attended by leaders and
officials
Arab. and African countries:

the Italian

The  conference. which

from  European:

Jordan, Algeria talk ties

Amman

Head of the Jordanian- Algerian
Parliamentary Committee Marwa
Saoub and Algerian Ambassador to
Jordan Abdulkarim Behha discussed
bilateral relations on Sunday.

During a meeting with the
ambassador. Saoub emphasized the
strong relationship between the two
sidesand praised Algeria'simportant
role in the Arab arena: as well as its
support for the Palestinian cause.
She underlined the significance of
the Hashemite Custodianship over
the Islamic and Christian holy sites
in Jerusalem: as well as Jordan's

pivotal role in achieving a fair and
all-encompassing resolution to the
Palestinian issue.

She called for enhancing
parliamentary and trade ties
while also acknowledging that the
Kingdom is embarking on a new
phase of elections featuring parties
aligned with the goal of modernizing
the political system.

Behha affirmed his country's
commitment to improving ties
with Jordan: adding that a tax-free
customs zone will be established in
the near future to promote trade
between Jordan and Algeria.

N(I partakes in innovation
symposium in China

Amman

The National Center for
Innovation (NCI) has represented
Jordan in a global symposium
on scientific and technological
innovation and integration for
developing countries. organized
by the Center for International
Economic Cooperation in Fujian
Province: China.

The goal of the participation was
to establish a national system that is
productive and active: in line with
the objectives of comprehensive
and sustainable development; and
to also locate partnerships that
can provide support for scientific
research activities: technological
advancements: and innovations:

said a statement by NCI on Sunday.

The  symposium  garnered
significant interest due to its
emphasis on investing in new
infrastructurec 5G  technology:
smart  citiesc and  artificial
intelligence to promote economic
growth and prosperity.

It consisted of workshops
and tours to various cities in
China: as well as visits to several
relevant companies: factories; and
innovation laboratories. Hussam
Khasawneh: Chairman of NCI
emphasized the significance of the
meeting that focused on modern
topics such as intellectual property:
patents. and the application of
innovation in problem-solving.

Ministry coniirms adequate,
secure Stock of wheat and barley

Amman

The Ministry of Industry:
Commerce. and Supply has
announced that there is an
ample and safe strategic reserve
of wheat and barley. which will
sustain local consumption for
each commodity for a period of

12 montbhs.
Speaking to the Jordan
News Agency (Petra). the

ministry spokesperson: Yanal
Baramawy: stated that this stock
will shield the Kingdom from
any near-term consequences
of Russia's withdrawal from the
grain deal.

Moreover. the spokesperson
cautioned that if the crisis
prolongs: it will have adverse
effects on global markets and
grain  suppliesc particularly

wheat; leading to potential
price surges and impacting
importing nations.

Baramawy also clarified that
the Kingdom sources wheat
and barley from multiple
origins and that the ministry

has devised a strategy to
expand the country's storage
capacity for these commodities
by approximately 2.5 million
metric tons by the end of the
current year¢ by establishing
more containers.

Additionally. he indicated
that the ministry regularly
issues tenders to acquire more
quantities of wheat and barley
to maintain elevated stock
levels: disclosing that Jordan's
monthly wheat consumption
stands at 90,000 tons.

along with representatives Khasawneh is scheduled he will emphasize
from relevant international to address the conference. the significance of
organizations and institutions:  highlighting the Kingdom's strengthening cooperation
seeks to unify global efforts in endeavors to effectively amongnations( entities( and
tackling the challenges arising confront the economic concerned  organizations
from refugee and migration challenges resulting from to provide decent living
crises. refugee crises. Additionally. conditions for refugees

until they can safely return
to their homelands.

The Prime Minister is set
to engage in meetings with a
number of participating heads
of government and officials
during the conference.

KHCE, Bank ABC sign agreement

Amman

The Bank ABC Jordan
and the King Hussein
Cancer Foundation (KHCF)
signed an agreement on
Sunday: under which ABC's
mobile app will become
the main supporter of the
"With the Environment
Against Cancer” (initiative

which aims to educate on

environmentally friendly
behaviors  that  prevent
cancer.

According to a KHCF's
statement, the agreement was
inked by Director-General of
KHCEF Nisreen Qatamish and
Head of Retail Banking Group
at Bank ABC Taj Khomosh.

Qatamesh commended the
Bank's app support towards
the Foundation's endeavor
to discover long-lasting
solutions that guarantee
the conservation of the
environment. while also
having a positive effect on the
health of society and cancer
patients. Khomosh explained

that the KHCF had launched
the initiative to promote
eco-friendly habits for the
betterment of health and a
cancer-free future; noting
thatthe Bank'sinvolvementin
supporting this program was
in line with its commitment
to supporting national cancer
prevention efforts.

YOaring (o new neighs: Jordams fourism mdustry
prepares for record-breaking 2023 — JIB

AMMAN

Jordan is gearing up
to smash tourism records
in 2023 thanks to new
partnerships with low-cost
airlines: avigorousmarketing
strategy and diverse: full-

fledged programmes that
introduce new  tourism
experiences and expand

the Kingdom’s appeal to a
broader clientele: according
to the Jordan Tourism Board
(JTB).

The JTB has secured
agreements with a fleet of
low-cost carriers: including
EasyJet: RyanAirc WizzAir
Transavia and Vueling.
These airlines are set to
launch new routes to
Jordan's capitali Amman
and the seaside city of Aqaba:
broadening accessibility from
destinations across Europe:
Director General of the
Jordan Tourism Board (JTB):
Abdul Razzaq Arabiyat: told
The Jordan Times in a recent
exclusive interview.

“We will announce more
details within two weeks.
The flights from the new
European destinations are set
to commence in October.”
he said. Arabiyat explained
that increasing flights is part
of the JTB’s strategy to attract
a diverse range of tourists
and is projected to play a
significant role in exceeding
Jordan’s unprecedented 2019
tourism figures.

Last year low-cost carriers
brought 355,000 passengers
to Jordan: only 15 per cent of
which were Jordanian. Since
the beginning of the year to
date/ Jordanians represented
12 per cent of all passengers
arriving in Jordan from these

flights.

“2023 is a promising year.”
he said.

This  year. Jordan is

reaping the fruits of last
year’s aggressive marketing
campaigns dispersed across
all of Europe: from Spain
through Hungary. Romania
and central Europe.

“The Jordan Tourism
Board gave more incentives
to eliminate the seasonality of
the tourism season in Jordan:
and succeeded in working
with European tour operators
to promote Jordan as a

standalone destination: and
also increased the number of
overnight visitors.” Arabiyat

added.
JTB is  championing
sustainable tourism: eco-

tourism and agri-tourism
leveraging Jordan’s varied
natural landscape.

“Working in conjunction
with the Ministry of Tourism
the JTBis curatinga collection
of local experiences for
tourists. These range from
the historical sites of Um
Qais in the north to the iconic
locations of Petrac Wadi Rum
and the Dead Sea in the south.
But. the JTB is also focusing
on local experiences across
the country.” he added.

The JTB is also working

with  travel = companies
such as Expediac KAYAK
Tripadviso and  others
to promote content
that is focused on local
experiences.

The JTB is making

concerted efforts to showcase
these authentic experiences
to the world and increase
tourists’ engagement with
local communities: shedding
light on projects managed
by women and promoting
responsible tourism. One
such effortis the “meaningful
map”: Arabiyat said.

“We are working with
the Ministry of Tourism to
identify 800 local experiences
across Jordan. Currently
there are between 50 and
60  well-established local
experience programmes:
and we have started the
promotion:” he explained.

“We are also working on

educational  tourism¢ and
are working with universities
to  promote  Jordanian
universities. We are actively
taking take part in roadshows
in the Gulf and elsewhere.”
he added: explaining that
the JTB is also promoting
Jordan as a hub for non-
Arabic speakers to study the
language.

The JTB’s marketing
strategy currently extends
beyond Europe: with the
focus now on Asia.

“We will take part in
several roadshows in Asia
soon. From now on: we will
increase our focus on Asian
markets; including Japani
Australia,  Chinac  South
Korea Taiwan and India.
We will be working with
several airlines such as Royal
Jordanian <«RJ> and others
that reach destinations where
RJ does not: including Qatar
Airwaysc Emirates; Etihad
and others.” he added.

When it comes to religious
tourism¢ the JTB has “a
comprehensive  plan” in
place. Arabiyat said.

One such experience is
the “Umra Plus” initiative:
targeting ~ Malaysia  and
Indonesia.

“This package offers a
unique religious journey:
starting with performing
Umra: followed by a visit
to Jordan to the Prophet’s
companions’ shrines in the
Kingdom: concluding with
prayer at Al Aqsa Mosque.”
he said.

The official added that

another major event that is
expected to boost religious
tourism is a conference by the
heads of Christian pilgrimage
entities from France: set to
take place in Jordan for the
first time in November.

Some challenges remain

To accommodate the
projected influx of tourists.
the JTB has highlighted
the need for more lodging
facilitiesc  specifically  in
popular areas like Petra(
Wadi Rum: Aqaba: and the
Dead Sea. There is also a dire
need for homestays in Irbid
Jerash and Ajloun to cater to
adventure tourists.

“We also have a shortage
in human resources available
to work in the sector. We
will work with tourism
entities and universities to
encourage students to join
the hospitality sector. This
means we need to increase
trainings and  capacity
building programmes.” he
added. Local demand for
sector-specific talent is on the
rise. with new hotels being
build and amidsta brain drain
of workers migrating to Gulf
markets.

The JTB official stressed the
need to maintain the board’s
budget: taking into account
the need for continued
expansion.

“We need the budget to
remain as isc with a ten per
cent increase each year to be
able to continue to achieve
our targets...we need to
sustain the budget: and
ensure sustained planning.”
Arabiyat said.
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