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FM passes on letter from King
Abduliah to Emir of Qaiar

Doha

His Highness Sheikh Tamim bin
Hamad Al Thani; Emir of Qatar received
Monday Deputy Prime Minister
and Minister of Foreign Affairs and
Expatriates Ayman Safadic who passed
on a letter from His Majesty King
Abdullah II to Sheikh Tamim on means
of strengthening the historical brotherly
relations between the two countries and
a number of Arab and regional issues.

During the meeting: Safadi conveyed
King Abdullah's greetings and wishes
of good health and happiness to Sheikh
Tamim and further development and
growth for the Qatari people.

During the meeting: Sheikh Tamim
and Safadi
ways to strengthen and develop them:
in addition to a number of regional
and international issues of common
interest.

discussed relations and

Extremist settlers break
Into Al-Aqsa Mosque

Jerusalem

Dozens of Jewish extremist settlers early
Monday stormed the Al- Aqsa Mosque/ al-
Haram al-Sharif compound in occupied
East Jerusalem: according to an official
Palestinian source. A statement by the
General Islamic Endowments Department
in Jerusalem said that the settlers carried

out today’s raids in successive groups
through the al-Magharebah Gate under
the heavy protection of Israeli police.
"The settlers toured the eastern yards of
the Mosque and listened to explanations
about the purported "Temple Mount'
while Muslim worshipers peacefully
confronted." it added.

[raq, NATO talk cooperation

{0 counter texrorism

Baghdad

Iraq and NATO discussed Sunday
cooperation and the development of the
Iragi army's capabilities in countering
terrorism.

The Iraqi Defence Minister. Thabet

Abbasic stated after a meeting with the
commander of the NATO mission in
Iraq: Jose Antonio. that Iraq "needs" to
discuss cooperation: coordination and
expansion of partnership at the level of
training with NATO.

|
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National Center for Creafivity launches
[nnovation Training Program 2023

Amman

In a bid to empower
Jordanian innovators
and entrepreneurs. the
National =~ Center for
Creativity: inconjunction
with the Jordan
Engineers  Association:

on Monday announced
the commencement of
the "Innovation Training

Program 2023." The joint
initiative is strategically
aligned with their vision
of fostering a culture of
creativity and unleashing
the potential of local
innovators.

In a statement:
President of the National
Center for Creativity:
Hassam Khassaunah
highlighted the
program’s  significance
in cultivating a thriving
ecosystem of innovation
and entrepreneurship in
Jordan: stressing that the
strategic alliance with the
Association is expected
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National Center for Innovation

to provide participants
with essential resources
and support. ultimately
amplifying the program's
impact.

The second edition
of  the ‘"Innovation
Training Program"
is designed to equip
Jordanian innovators:
entrepreneurs; and
researchers with
cutting-edge skills and

tools. and nurture their
potential to transform
ambitious ideas into
successful commercial
ventures: while
adhering to global best
practices.

By fostering a
culture of innovation:
the program seeks to
contribute to Jordan's
aspirations for a more
dynamic and forward-

looking country.

The “Innovation
Training Program" is
scheduled to take place
in Aqaba throughout
August. Participants
can expect an intensive
training curriculum
covering diverse
facets of innovation
creativity: and
entrepreneurship.  The
program's  overarching
objective is to produce a
dynamic cohort of young
trailblazers; capable of
addressing contemporary
challenges and driving
entrepreneurial  growth
across various sectors.

Jordanian  nationals
aged 18 years and above:
brimming with ambitious
ideas; are invited to
register for the program
via the link:

https:/[www. joip.joforg- profi
le/100059.400.300.100000018.171320/
activities. The registration window will
remain open until July 29th

Touxism revenue sees significant
59.4% Increase in H1 2023

AMMAN
Tourism  revenue
amounted to $3.456 billion
during the first six months
0f2023¢ marking a 59.4 per
cent increase compared
to the same period of last
year. according to data
published by the Central
Bank of Jordan (CBJ) on
Sunday.
The CBJ data
attributed the revenue
spike to the increased

tourist traffic in the
Kingdom during the
tirst half of 2023. From
January through June
Jordan hosted around
three million guests:
marking an increase of
60.2 per cent compared
to the corresponding
period of 2022 the
Jordan News Agency:
Petra( reported.

The data also showed
an increase in the number

New Amman slaughterhouse
project Investment

opportunity announced

Amman

The Ministry of Investment has
recently unveiled an investment
opportunity for entrepreneurs seeking
to participate in the development of the
new Amman Slaughterhouse project.

According to details shared on
the "Invest in Jordan" platform:
interested investors can engage in the
project through the "Design-Build-
Operate-Transfer (DBOT)" model in
collaboration with the Greater Amman
Municipality (GAM).

In a statement on Monday: the
Ministry emphasized the importance
of conducting the project under the

municipality's  oversight. ensuring
compliance  with  all  pertinent
regulationsi and  optimizing the

efficiency of the modern slaughterhouse
facilities.

The project promises to equip the
new Amman slaughterhouse with
cutting-edge technologies and ample

capacity to meet the anticipated meat
and poultry requirements of Amman
Zarqa, and Al-Ruseifa for the next 25
years.

"To uphold the highest standards of
hygiene and public health: the facility
will adhere to rigorous protocols
in animal slaughtering and food
processing:" the ministry added:
noting that all procedures related to
slaughtering and associated services
will align with the Jordanian standards:
as well as international regulations:
including those set by the European
Union¢ in addition to the principles of
Islamic halal.

The  Ministry  envisions an
investment size of approximately $60
million with an estimated internal rate
of return ranging between 15% to 17%.
As part of the project's development
plan. the GAM has earmarked three
plots of land: covering an impressive
total area of 140,000 square meters in

the strategic Madouna area: situated
close to the livestock market in Ouhod:
eastern Amman.

Safeguarding the environment is
paramount in this venture. and the
project incorporates an advanced
wastewater treatment plant. which
will recycle treated water for
additional internal or agricultural
applications. Furthermore. plans
include the establishment of a state-
of-the-art waste-to-energy power
station to optimize sustainability
efforts.

The  selected location  offers
significant advantages with its mostly
flat terrain and excellent connectivity
to major road networks. Moreover: the
proximity to Queen Alia International
Airport. the Aqaba Special Economic
Zone: and accessible overland export
routes to Iraq and Gulf Cooperation
Council countries further enhance the
project's appeal.

of overnight tourists at
20491700 guests within
the first half of the year
a 54.4 per cent increase
compared with the same
period last year.

There were 534100
single-day tourists in the
same period: up by 94 per
cent from last year.

Jordanians’ expenditure
on outbound tourism rose
by 46.5 per cent during the
first half of 2023 compared

mvest

with the same period of
2022 reaching $905.5
million: the data showed.
The figures also revealed
that tourism revenue in
June alone reached around
$630 million, representing
a 28.8 per cent increase
compared with last June.
According to the data
Jordanians’ expenditure on
outbound tourism reached
$209.2 million this June: up
41 per cent from June 2022.
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Amman

The Queen Rania
Teacher Academy
(QRTA) and international
education company GEMS
Education signed a three-
year memorandum of

understanding at  GEMS's
headquarters in Dubai.

Under the agreement
all teachers and heads of
departments of Arabic and
Islamic studies at GEMS
schools in the United Arab
Emirates will have access to
QRTA's diploma programs
designed specifically for teacher
training said a statement by
the QRTA on Monday.

The CEO of QRTA: Osama
Obeidat. expressed that this

prioritizing the needs of
educators and  working
collaboratively toward

achieving excellence in the
field of education.

"We  are  particularly
thrilled that our expertise in
Arabic language subjects and
professional development
opportunities  will  benefit
a wide range of individuals
and enhance their overall
educational quality." he added

Dino Varkey. the CEO
of GEMS: stated that the
agreement marks a significant
milestone in the company's
comprehensive education
strategy for 2022, adding that
this collaboration will provide
their teachers with access to
the latest and most advanced

partnership demonstrates
a joint commitment to

educational strategies.

Jordan election commission chairman,
(anadian envoy falk cooperation

Amman

The  Chairman  of  the
Independent Election Commission
(IEC). Musa Maaytah, and the
Canadian Ambassador: Tariq Ali
Khan held discussions Sunday in
Amman on cooperation.

According to the commission's
statement: the meeting focused
on the IEC's plans and goals in
light of its readiness to hold the
next parliamentary elections by
the valid election law and what
it includes of a local list and a
national list dedicated to political
parties.

Maaytah said the IEC has
started with  technical and
logistical preparations to reach “so
that the upcoming elections will be
a turning point in the history of the
Jordanian state in the democratic
path."Maaytahand Khandiscussed
cooperation in implementing
projects related to the political
empowerment of women and
youth and the promotion and
empowerment of the role of
political parties through an initial
stage represented by signing a joint
agreement between the IEC and
the Canadian Federations Forum.

EMRC provides
«Balador» service

ol
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Amman

The Energy and Minerals
Regulatory Commission
(EMRC) has sealed a

cooperation agreement with
Balador: a company that offers
a cloud-based customer flow
management app: to bolster the
utilization of the Commission's
electronic ~ platform.  The
move seeks to expedite
service  delivery. optimize
operational efficiency: and
streamline processes within the
commission.

According to a statement by
EMRC on Monday: the deal was
signed by Ziyad Saaidai EMRC
Chairman of the Board of
Commissioners. and Hussam
Al-Qadic CEO of Balador
commercial department.

Saaida said that such a
collaboration serves as a
significant addition to the
management  of  services
provided by the commission: by
digitizing them. Additionally:
he indicated that the Balador
app can now be downloaded
for free on smartphones and
tablets: allowing users to access
top-notch  services either
electronically or by booking

an appointment in advance:
saving time and effort and
eliminating the need to wait in
long queues or crowded service
areas.
Furthermore:

users  can
attach required documents
beforehand to obtain faster
service delivery across all
sectors regulated by the EMRC.

Emphasizing the
importance of the agreement:
he said that it would improve
the service delivery experience
and achieve the best utilization
of  available resources.
This move aligns with the
economic modernization
vision to promote digital
transformation in government
services.

The Balador app boasts an
artificial intelligence-powered
system that can calculate the
estimated time for customers
to reach their turn with the
responsible employee based on
the number of people present
at the service delivery location.
This innovative feature aims
to revolutionize the service
delivery process and enhance
the customer experience in a
distinctive and improved way.

[ o

Jordan, Qatar foreign ministers talk
cooperation, regional developments

Doha

Foreign Minister
Ayman Safadi and Qatar's
Foreign Minister. Sheikh
Mohammed Al Thanic held
talks Sunday in Doha on
cooperation and regional
developments.

Safadi and Sheikh
Mohammed discussed ways
to expand cooperation in the
economic and investment
fieldsc  increase trade
exchange and activate the
joint investment fund that
the two countries agreed to
establish in 2009 at a value of
$2 billion.

They agreed to
convene the Joint Higher
Committee before the
end of 2023 and to sign
agreements that strengthen
the legislative frameworks
to increase cooperation in
investment.

Safadi affirmed Jordan's
appreciation for QaQat's
support to the Jordanians:
who numbered 70.000: after
about 15(000 Jordanians
started working in Qatar in
the context Sheikh Tamim Al
Thani's initiative to provide
20.000 job opportunities in
2018.

EXchange between Jordan
and Qatar increased from
$163 million in 2021 to $2011
million in 2022 achieving a
growth rate of about 29 per
cent.

The volume of trade
exchange between the two
countries in the first quarter
of 2023 amounted to $58

Drone techmology conierence

Amman
Deputizing for His Majesty
the Kinge HRH Prince

Faisal bin Al Hussein led
the opening of the Levitate
Conference and Exhibition.
the premier event for the
drone industry in Jordan
and the region: supported by
Saqr company and organized
by the Special Operations
Exhibition and Conference
SOFEX.

The two-day conference:
with  wide Arab and
international participation is
the first platform that brings
together drone enthusiasts:
sector leadersi companies:
government officials and

million. The number of
Qatari tourists also increased
from 8907 in 2021 to
14,241 in 2022¢ while Qatari

investments amounted to
about $2 billion.

Safadi and Sheikh
Mohammed discussed

the continuation of the
high level of coordination
regarding Arab. regional and
international issues.

They discussed stopping
the escalation in the
occupied Palestinian
territories; and achieving
calm; a step towards re-
launching negotiations to
realise peace based on the
two-state solution.

They stressed the "need" to
stop allillegal Israeli measures
that would undermine the

military leaders.

The opening ceremony
was attended by Chairman
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff:

Major  General  Yousef
Huneitic Director of General
of Intelligences  Major

General Ahmad Hosni and
Public  Security Director:
Major General Obaidullah
Maaytah.

In  opening  remarks
Minister of Digital Economy
Ahmad Hanandeh said that
the Arab region is witnessing
the rapid use of smart robotic
technologies in  various
sectors; especially innovative
solutions provided by drone
technology.

two-state solution.

The top diplomats warned
of the repercussions of the
deterioration. the absence
of political prospects and
the economic pressures in
the occupied Palestinian
territories ~ and  Israel's
continuation in building
and expanding settlements:
confiscating Palestinian lands
and expelling Palestinians
from their homes.

Sheikh Mohammed
discussed Jordan's ‘historical”
role in protecting sanctities
in occupied Jerusalem.

Safadi and Sheikh
Mohammed stressed the
"importance” of achieving
Palestinian national

reconciliation. Safadi noted
Qatar's role and support for

He stressed the need to

come up with common
visions between various
institutions to introduce
legislation ~and  policies

to regulate this industry:
through familiarizing with
best practices and exchanging
expertise and solutions used
across the world.

"We seek through this
conference to expand the
partnership base at the
regional and international

levels as an embodiment
of His majesty King
Abdullah's vision and

directives to increase the
pace of development and
build economic alliances

Palestinians in Gaza and for
the UNRWA.

They stressed the need
to implement the Amman

Declaration: and to take
“concrete” practical steps to
address the consequences of
the humanitarian security
and political crisis to end
the crisis and the threats
it produced to the security
of the region: including
drug smuggling. Safadi and
Sheikh Mohammed discussed
the efforts exerted to solve the
Yemeni and Libyan crises:
and to support stability in
Lebanon. They stressed the
importance of activating
joint Arab action in efforts
to resolve regional crises and
advance Arab and Islamic
interests.

KICKS ol

incorporating  technology
companies; and authorities
concerned with legislation
and policies in addition to

government and security
institutions," said SOFEX
Vice Chairman. Director

General of Jordan Design
and Development Bureaw
Ayman Al-Batran.

Prince Faisal toured the
exhibition's facilities; where
he was briefed on the latest
drone technologies in Jordan
and the region. During the
conference and exhibition: a
package of success stories and
future visions for the use of
smart robots in this sector will
be presented.
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