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LOCAL
Palestinian Atfairs Department head

condemns Israell raids in Palestinian towns

Amman

Department of Palestinian Affairs
(DPA) Director Rafiq Khirfan Sunday
condemned Israeli violations against
the Palestinian people: including raids
into Palestinian cities and a decision
to accelerate the growth of Jewish
settlements in the occupied West Bank.

In remarks at the the 110th session
of Supervisors on Palestinian Affairs in
the Host Arab Countries Conference at
the Arab League headquarters in Cairo.
Khirfan said that settlement expansion
and displacement of people from their
homes is a flagrant violation of the
international law and international
legitimacy resolutions: foremost of which
is UN Security Council resolution 2334.

He reaffirmed Jordan's clear position
and commitment to the national
constants  vis-a-vis the Palestinian
issue with the aim to reach a just and
comprehensive solution to the Palestinian
issue on thebasis of the two- state solution
and set up an independent Palestinian
state on the borders of June 4¢ 1967 with
East Jerusalem as its capital.

Khirfan also reiterated Jordan's
continued support of the steadfastness
of Jerusalemites in the occupied city to
confront Israeli attempts to impose a fait
accomplic change the Arab identity and
Islamic and Christian cultural heritage
and change the demographic structure of
the population there.

He said the government continues to
improve the living conditions: services
and development of Palestinian refugees
in Jordan through development projects
implemented under the directives of
His Majesty King Abdullah II in the 13
refugee camps in the Kingdom.

Jordan he added: also continues
supporting UNRWA( the UN agency
providing services to Palestinian
refugees: calling it the umbrella of the
refugees: in order to help the agency carry
out its obligations and mandate towards
millions of refugees.

The Palestinian affairs department's
head said UNRWA had received strong
political support and $13 million in
additional pledges at a recent conference
in New York.

Parliamentary committee, Panama

ambassador talk ties, region

Amman

Chairman of the Lower House
Parliamentary Foreign Affairs
Committee; Khaldoun Heena: said

Sunday Jordan has received waves of
refugees over the past decades: the latest
of which was from Syria( placing pressure
on the Kingdom's infrastructure
and adversely impacting the national
economy.

Speaking during a meeting with
Panamanian Ambassador Jose
Ulises Lescure; Heena urged the
international community to shoulder its
responsibility towards Jordan to carry
out its humanitarian tasks towards the
refugees.

The MP also stressed the importance
of the Hashemite Custodianship over
Islamic and Christian holy sites in
Jerusalem.

The committee members stressed
the importance of cementing relations
between the two countries in various

fields. stressing the importance of
the Hashemite guardianship over the
Jerusalem holy sites.

The envoy lauded the parliamentary
committee's  role in  enhancing
diplomatic ties with nations noting its
contribution in signing agreements and
memoranda of understanding between
Jordan and Panama and the opening of
the Panamanian embassy in Jordan in
2018.

Lescure also said panama had received
refugees from Lebanon: Syria and
Palestine: and called for strengthening
bilateral relations in trade and other
fields: which he said were below the two
countries' ambitions.

The envoy referred to Jordan's
pharmaceutical industry and said
Panama is known for its marine products
and textiles, adding that the Panamanian
parliament will set up a parliamentary
group before October to explore
cooperation prospects with Jordan.
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Minmisiry, APC Ink deal to explore
possibility of mining for lithium

Amman

The Ministry of Energy
and Mineral Resources
and the Arab Potash
Company (APC) signed
Sunday a memorandum
of understanding to
prepare exploratory
studies on the possibility
of  extracting  and
utilizing lithium from the
company's work sites.

Under
memorandum¢  which
was signed by the
Energy
and Mineral Resources
Saleh Kharabsheh: the
Chairman the APC
Shehada Abu Hudaib.
the potash company:
in  cooperation with
international companies
with expertise that have
the necessary technology:
will conduct exploratory
studies to find out the
possibility of extracting
and exploiting lithium
metal and its derivatives
from the company's work
sitesc in addition to the
possibility of producing
economically feasible
commercial quantities of
the element.

Kharabsheh said that
mining is an economic
sector with high added
value; adding that the
Economic Modernization
Vision prioritizes mining

the

Minister  of

and wurges developing
effective initiatives to
advance it and boost its
developmental role over
the next ten years.

He added that the
memorandum is an
important step in the
field of developing
natural resources in the
Kingdom: especially
in expanding the
exploitation of natural
resources in its lands and
thewatersofthe Dead Sea:
within the framework
of the ministry's efforts

to boost the mining
sector: commending
the APC's active role in
economic development
and the provision of job
opportunities. For his
parte Abu Hudaib said
that exploratory studies
include evaluating
aspects related to the
lithium extraction
process: pointing out
that the results of
these studies will be an
important indicator to
determine the possibility
of  exploiting  this

metal and developing
its extraction process
commercially.

He hailed the strategic
partnership ~ with  the
ministry in implementing
joint projects in the field of
preparing studies based on
scientific and commercial
foundations  for  the
exploration of mineral
resources, stressing the
company's commitment to
providing its expertise and
studies to implement the
Economic Modernization
Vision projects.

ordan ofiers condolences to §. Korea
over victims ol floods, landslides

Amman

Jordan on Tuesday
expressed its deepest
condolences to  the
government and people

of the

Korea over the victims
of floods and landslides

caused by

torrential
rains in the central city

extended the Kingdom's

deepest sympathies

Republic of of Cheongju. South Korea: offering
In a statement on its condolences to the
Sunday¢ the ministry victims' families and

wishing the injured a
to speedy recovery.

Jordan, World Bank Ink $250min agreement for water efficiency

Amman

The Minister of
Planning and International
Cooperation Zina Toukan
and World Bank Country
Director for the Middle East
Department Jean-Christophe
Carret signed Sunday a $250
million financing agreement
for a water sector efficiency
project in Jordan.

According to a ministry
press release; $200 million
of the total amount will be
in the form of a soft loan
from the International Bank
for ~ Reconstruction  and
Development: and $50 million
will be in the form of a grant
from the Global Concessional
Financing Facility (GCFF).
which is managed by the
World Bank and provides
concessional financing to
middle-income countries
hosting large numbers of
refugees.

The water project aims to
support the government in
improving the services and
efficiency of the water sector by
working to rehabilitate water
distribution networks: reduce
wastage ratesc and improve
both energy efficiency and the
drought management system.

The components of the

project are summed up in

the sustainable reduction
of water loss rates; raising
energy efficiency: reducing
the costs of supplying water
to water pumping stations and
developing measures related
to water security that will

preserve water resources and
increase the efficiency of its
use.

Toukan lauded the
World Bank Group for its
ongoing partnership with
the Jordanian government
and support for reform and

development needs in Jordan.
This project: she indicated:
will support the government's
efforts to implement reforms
and priorities within the
framework of the executive
program for the Economic
Modernization Vision 2023-

2025.
Carret said that Jordan is

This funding: he noted is the
first step inaseries of proposed
projects that aim to support
Jordan's efforts in addressing
water waste, improve energy
efficiency. enhance services
provided and improve the
financial sustainability of the
water sector: while enhancing
the country's resilience to
climate shocks.

The water sector efficiency
project in Jordan is fully
consistent with the national
strategy for the sector. which
was recently approved by the
government, and theroad map
for financial sustainability of
the water sector. which was
approved by the Cabinet in
November 2022.

The project also supports
the implementation of the
main recommendations
contained in the World Bank
Group’s Country Climate
and Development Reports
in Jordan: which put water
sector efficiency at the top
of its priorities; in addition
to reducing water loss rates:

one of the most water-scarce improving  drought  risk
countries in the worldi adding management  systems: and
that it is witnessing a severe Ppromoting  interconnected

water crisis that undermines
economic and human
development in the country.

solutions between the water:
energy and water security
sectors.
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LowerHouse reiersibitlsitorspecialized committees

Amman

Lawmakers Sunday passed a number of
draft laws to the Lower House's committees
after a debate during a session chaired by
Speaker Ahmed Safadic which was attended
by Prime Minister Bisher Khasawneh and

cabinet ministers.

The legislature referred to the Economy
and Investment Committee a bill on public-
private partnership projects for the year
2023 and an amendment to the property
ownership law: as well as an amendment to
the Traffic Law and a draft on formation of
Sharia courts law to the Legal Committee.
the 2023
Cybercrime Law to the Legal Committee:
after an extensive debate in its first reading.

The House also voted to pass a draft
amendment to the 2022 Companies Law as

The MPs also passed

returned by the Senate.
Also during today's

session MP
Mohammad Akour of the Irbid third
constituency took the oath before the
House: replacing representative Yassar
Khasawneh who passed away recently.

Court sentences officials responsible
[or Aqaba chlorine gas leak (o prison

Amman

The Aqaba Court of First
Instance on Sunday sentenced
five officials to prison for causing
the deaths of 13 people and the
injury of 110 others: following
a chlorine gas leak in the Aqgaba
port last June.

The court found the Director
of the Operations Department of
the Aqaba Ports Management and
Operations Company: the Head
of the Public Safety Department:
the Head of the Unloading
And Loading Department: the
Unloading and Loading Shift
Manager. and a worker in the
company: guilty of 13 counts of
involuntary manslaughter and
110 counts of causing harm.
They were handed the maximum
sentence of three years in prison
each. Meanwhile the remaining

six defendants were found
innocent by the court.
It also found the Agqaba

Ports Management and
Operations Company guilty
of the crimes causing death:
causing harm. violating the
provisions of Article (9/b) of
the Hazardous Substances and
Waste Management System
issued under the provisions
of the Environment Law and
failing to provide an appropriate
environment to protect workers
from physicali chemical and
biological occupational risks: in
addition to the offense of leaking
harmful substances (chemicals)
to the terrestrial and marine
environment sentencing the
company to a fine of JD3.000.
OnJune27:2022 awirecarrying
a tank containing chlorine gas
being loaded for export snapped:
hitting the ground and exploding
and killing 13 people and injuring
110 others. The Public Prosecutor
filed multiple charges against 11
people involved in the case.

Workshop held to promote
Incense Trade Route

Zarqa

A workshop  Saturday
tackled promotion of the
Incense Trade Route/ an

ancient network of major land
and sea trading routes linking
the Mediterranean with eastern
and southern regions; as a
heritage product in Jordan.

Organized by the
Hashemite University (HU)
and Al Albayt University: in
cooperation with the Ministry
of Tourism and Antiquities
and the Scientific Research and
Innovation Support Fund: the
gathering explored strategies
to economically invest in the
Incense Trade Route and
include it in global and local
heritage lists.

Dean of Queen Rania
Faculty of Tourism and
Heritage at HU Firas Alawneh
underscored the outcomes and
future cooperation prospects
with  similar  international
concepts of the project: which
documents a segment of the

network  passing  through
Yemen: Saudi Arabiai and
Jordan.

The project's segment passes
by several stations and markets:
such as the ancient city of Petras
Umm el-Jimali and Bier (well)
Mathkour.

Muhannad Tarradi a
Professor of Architecture at Al
Albayt University: discussed
the various opportunities
to showcase the project and
preserve  the  architectural
remnants. He emphasized the
significance of architectural
drawings in documenting and
perpetuating the design for
generations to come.

During his presentation
Dr. Mahmoud Abdel Aziz
of Al Albayt University
discussed the indications of
human habitation on both
sides of the route throughout
history: pointing to ongoing
documentation of its historical
paths and the anthropological
reality around it.

The project's documentation:
studies: comparisons:
methodologies: and databases
are ready: according to Prof.
Mohammad Waheeb: Dean of
Tourism at HU.

During the workshop: the
attendees suggested forging
ahead with the project's second
phase. introducing pamphlets
and articles to promote it as
well as a documentary film to
showcase its economic benefits
and impact on development
in the southern region of the
Kingdom

Jordan, Qaiar lalk parliamentary ties

Amman

First Deputy  Speaker
of the the Lower House
of  Parliament Ahmed
Khalayleh and  Deputy

Speaker of the Qatar Shura
Council Hamda bint Hassan
Al-Sulaiti discussed Sunday
means of strengthening
parliamentary relations:
activating brotherhood and
friendship committees in

the two parliaments and the
importance of consultation
and coordination on common
positions to serve the nation's
issues. During the meeting;
Khalayleh stressed the depth
of relations between the two
countries and peoples and
the advanced level they have
reached under the directives
of His Majesty King Abdullah
IT and His Highness Sheikh

Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani
Emir of the State of Qatar.
He stressed the
importance of enhancing
joint cooperation in all fields:
especiallyin the fields of trade:
cultural and investment and
benefiting from investment
opportunities  in  both
countries: saying heislooking
forward to increasing Qatari
investments in Jordan: which

is considered an attractive
environment for investment.
Al-Sulaiti also
underscored commitment to
enhancing joint cooperation
between parliamentarians of
both countries: exchanging
experiences: activating the
role of the joint Jordanian-
Qatari brotherhood
committee; and coordinating
parliamentary positions.

Delegation of American Universities explores
Cystic fibrosis care collaboration with KAUH

Ramtha

King Abdullah University
Hospital's (KAUH) Director
Generali Mohammad Al-
Ghazo. held a meeting
with a delegation from
renowned American
universities on Sunday: to
explore opportunities for
strengthening collaboration
and evaluating healthcare
services offered to patients
with cystic fibrosis.

The delegation included
representatives from
prestigious institutions such
as Harvard. Arkansas. Utah.
and Ohio universities. Their

visitispartofanational project
supported by the Middle East
Cystic Fibrosis Association
(MECFA): with the aim of
fostering partnerships with
King Abdullah University
Hospitali  Prince Hamzah
Hospitali and  Princess
Rahma Teaching Hospital.
During the  meeting
Al-Ghazo underscored
the hospital's dedication
to enhancing healthcare
for individuals suffering
from cystic fibrosisi saying
that the ultimate goal is to
transform the hospital into
a comprehensive  multi-

specialty care center that
caters to all the needs of
cystic fibrosis patients while
adhering to the health
guidelines established by the
American Cystic Fibrosis
Foundation.

Samaah Awad: an expert
in pediatric pulmonology
currently serving at Arkansas
Children's Hospital: shared
that their collaboration with
MECFA commencedin 2019.
As part of this partnership:
MECFA generously donated
two state-of-the-art sweat-
testing machines to King
Abdullah University Hospital

and Prince Hamzah Hospital.

Awad emphasized the
critical role of accurate
diagnosis  in effectively
managing cystic  fibrosis
a  hereditary  condition
characterized by a wide range
of symptoms that profoundly
impact the patient's health if
left untreated.

During their visits
the delegation had the
opportunity to see the
hospital's cutting-edge
facilities ~and  advanced
medical equipment used for
diagnosing and treating cystic
fibrosis patients.

Jordan, Ukraine explore fostering cooperation

Amman

Deputy Speaker of the
Lower House of Parliament:
Wael Razzouk: has
emphasized the strong and
deep-rooted Jordanian-
Ukrainian relations: which
have been built upon by
the leaderships of the two
friendly nations.

During a meeting with

the accredited Ukrainian
ambassador to the Kingdom.
Myroslava  Shcherbatyuk:
Razzouk called for bolstering
trade economic: educational
and  tourism  exchanges
between the two countries:
indicating that a significant
number of Jordanian students
are pursuing their studies in
Ukraine. Furthermore: the

MP expressed hope for the
cessation of the ongoing war
between Russia and Ukraine.

Shcherbatyuk: on her part:
emphasized the need for more
robust cooperation in various
areasc including tourism.
economy: educationi and
parliament: to further cement
the friendly bilateral ties.
Additionally. she mentioned

the scholarships being offered
to Jordanians to study in
Ukraine: which underscores
the strength of therelationship
between the two nations.
At the conclusion of the
meeting: Razzouk presented
the Ukrainian ambassador
with a commemorative shield
to express his gratitude for
her efforts.
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