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Plastic, rubber Industries cover
59.1% ol local consumption-JC report

Amman
Plastic and rubber products cover
59.7% of the Kingdom's domestic

consumption: a report by the Jordan
Chamber of Industry (JCI) showed.

The reportc which "Petra” obtained a
copy ofi indicated that plastic and rubber
products are well-established industries
in the Kingdom: featuring a variety of
types and uses: and contribute indirectly
to completing production cycle of
multiple commercial and industrial
projects.

According to the report: the sector has
641 establishments geographically spread
across the Kingdom: employing 12,200
workers. who constitute approximately
45% of the total workforce in the
industrial sector: the majority of whom
are local employees.

Annually. the sector's production

volume stands at approximately JD657
million: constituting 3.8% of the total
industrial output.

The report indicated that contribution
of the plastic and rubber industries sector
to the GDP amounts to 0.6%: due to its
added value. which amounts to more
than JD186 million: while the sector's
investments exceed the barrier of JD1.2
billion.

The sector's products. due to their
quality and competitive privilege: were
successfully exported to 70 markets
globally with more than 95 products:
the report revealed. Moreover: the
sector's exports by end of the first third
2023 amounted to about JD45 million:
marking an increase of 4.9%: compared
to the same period last year. which
represents 1.7% of total industrial exports
and 1.66% of total national exports.
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Intaj, Jordan EXports sign Mol to
better lll'0lll0|0 exports globally

Amman
Information
Communication
Technology Association
of Jordan (Intaj) signed
a  memorandum  of
understanding  (MoU)
with  Jordan Exports
(JE)c  the umbrella
organization for
Export Promotion and
Development in Jordan.
The agreement
aims to enhancing the
Kingdom's exports and
increasing economic
growth through
joint cooperation in
increasing export share
in traditional markets
and  opening  new
destination s in other

countries.

According to an Intaj
statement on Saturday:
the memo was signed by
Intaj CEO: Nidal Bitar.
and JE CEO:¢ Omar
Qaryouti.

Under the memox
Jordan  Exports  will
benefit from the data and
information provided by
Intaj's Market Study Unit.
and thus provide "greater
and  better"  support
for achieving business
expansion and opening

and

JORDAN EXPORTS

F

newmarkets: byproviding
integrated  information
on global markets, in-
depth analysis of their
requirements and access
opportunities.

Likewise: Jordan
Exports will provide other
advisory.  promotional
and marketing services
through Jordan Export
Platform.

Speaking at
ceremony: Bitar

signing
said

Intaj's Market Study Unit
is a "unique" opportunity
for Jordanian companies
to obtain an overview of
global trends in multiple
sectors: pointing out that
the unit provides "rich"
analytical data that help
companies develop their
strategies and achieve
growth.

He added that the
memo will enable Intaj
to support its efforts in

finding new markets for
ICT companies' exports
in Jordan.

For his part; Qaryouti
said Jordan  Exports
seeks  to  exploiting
opportunities offered by
Intaj's Market Study Unit
to enhance the company's
services and  support
Jordanian companies
in achieving “greater"
growth in international
markets.

PM stresses need (o achieve Kings
vision to develop Agaba region

ofhis field tours and inspection

residents and visitors.

-

Aqaba

Prime Minister Dr. Bishr
Khasawneh stressed need to
drum up joint cooperation and
work in a spirit of integration
and participation to achieve
aspirations of His Majesty
King Abdullah II and HRH
Crown Prince Al-Hussein bin
Abdullah II to take advantage
of Agaba's potentials and
privileges to become among
the world's 100 top cities.

Touring Aqaba  Special
Economic Zone Authority
(ASEZA) on Thursday. PM
met with the authority's Board
of Commissioners and the port
governorate's officials, as part

visits to development and
service projects and official
institutions in Aqgaba.

During the meetingi PM
stressed need to build on
achievements made so far
in Aqabac under the King's
direct supervision and Crown
Prince's close follow-up.

PMalso stressed importance
of continuing work and effort
to achieve the desired goal
of making Aqaba a model
city by all standards and a
hub for attracting tourismu
investment: development and
value-added industries and
provide the "best" services to its

He referred to "remarkable"
responsibilities  to  take
advantage of Aqaba's
potentials and advantages to
become a regional center for
value-added trade activity and
industries; as well as tourismq
medical tourism information
technology: and other sectors.

Khasawneh  said: "The
government is  looking
forward to working as one
team in an integrative spirit
to make Aqaba a model in
all aspects and provide the
best services to its residents
and visitors; in addition to
Wadi Rum region. which

constitutes a great economic
value in the field of tourismq
filmmaking and adventure
tourism."

Stressing necessity to avoid
complacency in public safety
measures in the port of Aqaba:
PM added that storage of
hazardous materials must
be in accordance with the
highest safety standards. and
stressed need to follow up on
rectifying any violations in
public and private facilities
"immediately."

He also affirmed the
government's  commitment
to preserving the legislative
system  and  facilitating

administrative ~ procedures tourism¢ trade and industries.
related to investment to Fayez also noted
attract further investment and Aqaba is achieving "good"
preserve existing investments: economic indicatorsc which
which would serve national are reflected on national
economy and contribute economic performance:
to supporting ~ Aqaba's referring to constant efforts

local community and the
surrounding areas.
Meanwhile. ASEZA head.
Nayef highlighted the region's
economic and developmental
conditions¢ primarily  key
projects  currently  being
carried out in the framework
of strengthening Agqaba's
position and developing it
as an economic destination
for value-added investment:

aimed to enhance them
in implementation of the
directives of His Majesty
King Abdullah II and HRH
Crown Prince Al-Hussein bin
Abdullah II.

Governor of Aqaba; Khaled
Hajjaje said all institutions
in Agaba are working in
coordination to ensure a "safe
and sound" investment and
tourism environment.
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King meets (EOS ol major

International companies

Idaho

His  Majesty King  Abdullah
participated in the Sun Valley economic
forum over the past two days: in Idaho
the US: according to a royal court
statement.

On the sidelines of the forum: King
Abdullah held meetings with heads and
representatives of a number of major
international and US companies: part
of which were attended by His Royal
Highness Crown Prince Al Hussein bin

Abdullah II.

During the meetings. opportunities
for cooperation with the private
sector in Jordan and investment in
vital sectors were discussed. The
meetings included CEOs of companies
operating in mining: the garments
industry: engineering and technology
industries: tourism: education( and
investment.

Discussions  also  covered the
importance of bolstering public-private

lowa International Craly

Village opens In Amman

partnerships at the international level to
counter the implications of global crises
on food and energy security. mitigate
the impact of climate change: and step
up humanitarian efforts to address the
refugee crisis.

The annual Sun Valley forum is
held in July. with the participation of
international and US politicali economic:
and media leaders to discuss the latest
international developments and their
economic impact.

Firefighters put out Iire

Amman

The Chairwoman of the
Princess Taghreed Foundation
for Development and Training;
Princess Taghreed Mohammad:
sponsored on Friday evening the
opening of the second exhibition
of the Iowa International Craft
Village.

Participants present handicraft
and heritage products and
textiles as part of pioneering
women's projects for the Forum
of Initiatives between East: West
and Africa. Twenty-five Asian
African and European countries
are participating in the exhibition
in Amman.

01l records gains
for third week Straight

Amman

Oil prices recorded slight gains
on Friday. with global benchmark
Brent crude hovering above $81
a barrel: as sentiment on US
demand rose supported by supply
disruptions in Libya and Nigeria.

Brent and West Texas
Intermediate crude futures rose

for the third consecutive session
and in early Asian trading today:
Friday. They are on their way
to achieving gains for the third
consecutive week for the first time
since Aprili according to CNBC.
Brent crude futures were trading
at $81.36 a barrel and West Texas
crude futures at $76.89 a barrel.

&old heading to record
highest rise since April

Amman

Gold prices achieved Friday
the largest weekly gains since
April: after rising near its highest
level in one month: as market
expectations of raising US
interest rates declined. According
to CNBC: gold in instant
transactions witnessed a slight

change: reaching $ 1959.81 an
ounce: up 1.9 per cent during the
week. Therewaslittlechangein US
gold futures. reaching $1.964.00.
Asfor other precious metals. silver
fell in spot transactions by 0.2 per
cent to $ 24.8091 an ounce: but it
is heading for the largest weekly
gain since March.

Fires ravage Jerash,

Ajloun

Fires renewed in several
locations on the outskirts of
Ajloun and Jerash Friday after
firefighters had managed to put
them out.

The Director of Ajloun
Agriculture; Hussein Khalidi
told the Jordan News Agency:
that the firefighters and local
authorities in Ajloun and

Ajloun forests for ecoml day

x*.

Jerash. supported by four Air
Force planes; are combating
the spread of fires that erupted
again Friday.

Khalidi explained that the
difficulty of the terrain and
the rugged roads hindered the
firefighting operations. noting
that there are field follow-ups
to limit the spread of the fire in
light of the high temperature.

at sponge factory In East Amman

Amman

Firefighters in Amman
put out a fire that broke out
Thursday at a sponge factory
in Al Zohour area in East
Amman¢ according to the
Public Security Directorate
(PSD).

In a statement. the PSD
said the firefighters made
"great and strenuous" efforts
in extinguishing the fire:
especially with the high
temperature affecting the
country.

Dozens of operational
civil defence vehicles a large
number of firefighters: police
and gendarmerie forces and

water tanks participated in  took several hours due to
the nature of the burning were reported as a result of opened to find out the cause

the operations.

Extinguishing the fire materialsc which resulted in

heavy smoke. No injuries

the fire.

An  investigation  was

of the fire.

Wildiire breaks out in forest between
Ajloun, Jerash; firefighters deployed

Ajloun

authorities and army aircraft

wildfire that broke out in
The Minister of Wadi al-Sham Forest that is
Agriculture. Khaled Hneifat. located between Ajloun and

said firefightersc  local Jerash.
Hneifat told the Jordan

are still trying to put off a News

that the causes of the fire
that broke out Thursday
are "unknown" and that
an investigation would
be open: adding that the
high temperatures and the

density of the weeds fanned
the fires.

The authorities have
still to divulge the losses
in trees following the
fires.

Jordan army, KBW $ign agreement (0 (ransiorm
King Hussein Medical City into Smart centre

Amman

The Enterprise Fund of the
Jordan Armed Forces and KBW
signed Thursday a partnership
agreement to implement a project
to transform King Hussein Medical
City into a smart medical centre.

The agreement was signed
by Brigadier General Tawfiq
Marzouq: armed forces deputy
for planning: organisation and
defence resources: and on behalf
of "KBW" company: its CEO:
Ramzi Abu Ghosh.

The agreement: signed by
Armed Forces senior officers:
aims to develop and modernise
the medical and treatment care
system that the Jordanian Royal
Medical Services (JMRS) provides
by improving patients' medical
journey: using thelatest technology
and finding traffic solutions.
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