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Industrial Producers) Prices Index

down 1.31pct In five months

Amman

The Industrial Producers' Prices Index
edged down by 1.31 percent in the first
five months of 2023 to reach 136.73
points compared to 138.55 for the same
period of 2022.

According to the Department of
Statistics' monthly report. released
on Wednesday: the index showed
a decline due to a decrease of 2.68
percentin the prices of manufacturing
industries and 7.39 percent in
electricity  prices. However. the

price index of extractive industries
increased by 19.10 percent.

The report showed a 6.85-percent
decrease in the Index for the month of
May 2023 retreating to 135.73 points
compared to 145.70 for the same month
last year.

The contributor to the monthly
decline was manufacturing industries
with a 9-percent decrease. while the
index of extractive industries and
electricity increased by 12.33 percent and
1.18 percent. respectively.

Jewelry shop syndicate asserts exclusive

duthority on Kingdom’s gold pricing

Amman

The General Syndicate of Owners of
Trade and Jewelry Shops has reaffirmed
its exclusive role in issuing and declaring
the official gold pricing in Jordan. noting
that this responsibility is explicitly
outlined in the regulations set forth by
the Ministry of Industry. Trade: and
Supply.

Speaking to the Jordan News Agency
(Petra). the president of the Syndicate
Rebhi Allan explained that the local gold
pricing is derived from the global market
price. supplemented by import fees:
stamp duty charges: and fixed differentials
known among industry specialists.

Allan emphasized that any claim from
websites or stores purporting to provide
international gold pricing is "misleading"
and erroneous:. in direct violation of

the official regulations that grant the
Syndicate the exclusive authority to
determine the daily gold pricing across
the country.

He further clarified that international
gold pricing can only be accessed
through reputable global exchanges and
established international importers. who
apply the relevant fees in accordance
with their procedures.

The Syndicate's assertion of its unique
role in establishing the official gold
pricing reinforces transparency and
safeguards consumer interests in the
gold and jewelry market. By adhering
to the regulations set by the Ministry
of Industry: the Syndicate ensures fair
and reliable pricing for customers:
maintaining the integrity of the industry
as a whole.

EXpo featuring Jordanian heritage items,
archaeological sites held in Rabat

Rabat

The Jordanian embassy in Rabat
organized and hosted an exhibition
showcasing Jordanian heritage products:
archaeological sitess and hand-woven
Jordanian traditional attire.

The exhibition drew notable attention

from various diplomatic missions
and accredited Arab and foreign
organizations in Morocco: as well as
members of the Jordanian community
residing there.

During the expo's opening ceremony:
the Jordanian ambassador to Morocco
Jumana Ghneimat indicated that the
event aimed to provide visitors with a
glimpse of Jordan’s rich heritage and
to acquaint them with the kingdom's
customs and traditions.

Furthermore: she added that the fair

featured Jordan's most prominent tourist
and archaeological sites listed on the
UNESCO World Heritage list: such as
Petra (the Rose City). which is regarded
as the capital of the Nabataean Arabs
and is one of the Seven Wonders of the
World.

Additionally: the expo showcased the
Baptism Site( located between the Jordan
River and Tell Al-Kharrar( a destination
for pilgrims worldwide: and the newly-
listed city of Salt.

On the sidelines of the opening
attendees were invited to taste Jordanian
Mansafi which was added to the
UNESCO Representative List of the
Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity
last year. The exhibition will remain open
to the public until Friday: the 14th of this
month.
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Spanish Ambassador highlights
Importance of Royal visit to Spain

Amman

Spanish Ambassador
to Jordan Miguel de
Lucas has underscored
the significance of the
visit by His Majesty King
Abdullah II and Queen
Rania to Spain. The
ambassador emphasized
the crucial meetings held
between King Abdullah
and King Felipe: as well
as with Spanish Prime
Minister Pedro Sanchez.

During an interview
with the Jordan News
Agency (Petra):
Ambassador de Lucas
discussed the agreements
reached during these
meetings to strengthen
ties between the two
countries. One notable
highlight of the visit was
the meeting in Cordobas
where discussions tackled
the Aqaba Meetings. It
also included the historic
visit of both leaders to the
Cordoba Mosque.

The Ambassador
emphasized that the
relationship between
Spain and Jordan extends
beyond mere friendship.
It is a relationship built
on a foundation of high
trustt mutual respect:
and deep historical ties
between the two royal
families.

Regarding economic
cooperation, the
ambassador mentioned
the significant increase
in Spanish exports to
Jordan. In 2022, Spanish
exports amounted to
approximately $396
millionc reflecting a
noteworthy 24.6% surge
compared  to 2021.
The key export sectors
included live animals:
machinery: ceramics
seedsc and perfumes.
Additionally: Spanish
imports from Jordan
reached  around §$87
million: marking a 28.7%
increase compared to
the previous year. The
main imports consisted
of inorganic chemicals:
particularly  potassium
nitrate, fertilizers: and
mechanical equipment.

"Spain  holds the
fifth  position among
the European Union
countries in terms of
total exports to Jordan
accounting for 9% of the
market share. Similarly:
Spain stands as the fifth-
largest importer from
Jordan: with imports
representing 11% of the
country's total imports:"
he added.

The ambassador
also  highlighted  the
involvement of Spanish
companies in the
developmentofrenewable
energy infrastructure
in Jordan particularly
solar photovoltaic and
wind energy stations.
This contribution has
significantly boosted
the share of renewable
energy in  Jordan
which is expected to
reach 35% of the total
electricity generation
by the end of 2023.
Furthermore;  Spanish
companies played a vital
role in the rehabilitation
and expansion of the

industrial port of Aqabas
inaugurated last year.
In terms of

development aid
Ambassador de Lucas
outlined the partnership
agreement between
Spain and Jordan for
the period of 2020-
2024. noting that Spain's
development assistance
to Jordan between 2015
and 2021  amounted
to €244 million. The
primary  sectors  of
Spanish development
cooperation include
health, governance:
gender equality. social
protectionc water, and
sanitation.

https://petra. gov.jo/
upload/Files/bb7ed256-
7€61452-a-8e04-
a8e840196b96. jpg

"In coordination with
theEU: wearecarryingout
the following cooperation
projects:  Qudra I
"Resilience for Refugees
and host communities
in response to the
protracted Syrian and
Iraqi crises™ REAYAH:
Improving the public
health system: Improving
access to gender-
sensitive prevention and
protection services for
vulnerable communities
in Jordan" he saidi noting
that other projects also
include: Access to Justice
in Jordani NAHAZA:
Civil Society Support for
Democratic governance:
in addition to Spanish
NGOs contributing to the
implementation of the
projects.

The ambassador
emphasized the growing
tourism cooperation
between the two

countries; noting that
the number of Spanish
visitors to Jordan
in 2022 exceeded
38.000: approaching
pre-pandemic levels.
He  highlighted  the
collaborative project
"Egiria;" which revolves
around the historical
journey of a Spanish
woman who arrived
in Jordan in the 4th
century. The signing of
an agreement between
the Jordanian authorities
and representatives of
the Santiago Camino
de Santiago in Spain is
forthcoming to facilitate
the exchange of expertise
for the implementation of
the Egiria route.

Ambassador de Lucas
also  shared  Spain's
priorities  during its
rotational presidency of
the European Union
which include reviewing
recovery plans: resiliences
social plansc European
work plans for social
rightsc the  European
Green Agenda: energy
market reforms; and the
situation in Ukraine.

"The link between
Jordan and the Spanish
Presidency of the EU will
have two main pillars: the
Southern Neighborhood
Policy and the Union
for the Mediterranean.
As you know both have a
common origin in 1995
with the launch of the
Euro-Mediterranean
Partnership  at  the
Barcelona Conference:”
he said.

Concerning the Union
for the Mediteranean
(UfM) hesaid thatJordan
plays a very important

A

role as a co-chair of the
organization showing its
deep compromise with
the region: indicating
that the UfM Regional
Forum will take place
on 27th November in
Barcelona and will gather
the Ministers of Foreign
Affairs of UfM countries.

Furthermore: he
reiterated Spain's firm
commitment to the
Palestinian cause and
the two-state solution:
emphasizing the need
to support and respect
the current historical
status quo of the holy
sites in Jerusalem
and highlighting
Jordan's crucial role in
maintaining stability
through its Hashemite
guardianship of the holy
sites.

The
concluded

interview
with  the
ambassador  expressing
gratitude for Jordan's
significant  efforts in
hosting refugees: noting
that  Spain  believes
strongly  in global
solidarity and burden-
sharing:  demonstrated
by its partnership with
the  United Nations
High Commissioner for
Refugees (UNHCR).
"Spain is the seventh-
largest contributor to
the UNHCR: providing
approximately €11
million annually to
support  humanitarian
efforts" he added.

"We are currently in
the process of signing
an agreement with La
Liga Foundation who
are working in UNHCR
refugee camps promoting
sport as a way of life.
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Amman

The Kingdom's population
reached 11.302 million as of
the end of 2022 the latest
figures have shown.

On the occasion of World
Population Day: which falls
on July 11¢ the Department of
Statistics (DoS) on Wednesday
reported that  population
growth rates have significantly
varied due to changes in the
factors of population growth:
including fertility: death: and
net migration.

The  report  indicated
remarkable improvement
in health services in recent
decades: which led to a
decrease in mortality rates and
contributed to a substantial
increase in the life expectancy
of the population to 73.3 years
for both genders.

At the end of last year. there
were 22.8 doctors per 10.000
citizens: 3063 residents per
pharmacy: and 706 residents
per bed.

The DoS added that the most

and housing revealed that
individuals under the age of
15 make up 34.3 percent of
the total population in the
Kingdom. Meanwhile: those

workforce; account for 62
percent of the population
while the elderly: aged 65 and
over. represent 3.7 percent of
the population. Therefore the

year 2022 amounted to 61.4.
Between the years 2004
and 2015 the average family
size in Jordan decreased by 11
percent; from 5.4 individuals

current

population  growth
rate of 2.2 percent. it will take
approximately 31.5 years for
the population in the Kingdom
to double.

crude death rate decreased by
72.7 percent between 1952 and
2013. Additionally: the infant
mortality rate has significantly
decreased from approximately
122 per 1:000 live births in
19521955- to 17 per 1.000 live
births in 20172018-( according
to the 20172018- Jordan
Population and Family Health

Survey (JPFHS)
The total fertility rates
have decreased over time

due to social and economic
changes. In 1990: a female of
childbearing age (1549-) had
an average of 5.6 children:
but in the 20172018- JPFHS:
this number reduced to 2.7
children.

The department stated
that a crucial social factor
leading to the decrease in
childbirth rates is women's
pursuit of higher education to
achieve better qualifications.
Economic factors also play a
role. demonstrated by the rise
in the percentage of women in
the workforce. which reached

recent census on population

aged 15 to 64 who form the

Exports by ACC-registered industries

it JD3.4bin in it of 2023

Amman

The Amman Chamber of
Industry (ACI) has released its
export data for the first half of
2023 revealing a total export
value of JD3.474 billion. This
represents a slight decline from
the JD3.576 billion recorded
during the same period in 2022.
According to statistics obtained
by the Jordan News Agency
(Petra): six sectors experienced
an increase in exports: while
four others witnessed a decline.
Industries such as packaging:
paper. cardboard; and office
supplies faced a 4% decrease:
while the wooden and furniture
industries  experienced a
significant decline of 24%.

Among the top export
destinations for ACI-registered
industries during the first half
of 2023 were India; the United
States: Saudi Arabia: and Iraq.
These countries collectively
accounted for the majority of
exports: totaling approximately
JD2.003 billion.

Notably: exports to the
United States showed a positive
growth trend: reaching JD550
million during the first half of
the current year: reflecting a
16% increase compared to the
same period last year.

Saudi Arabia also
demonstrated a noticeable
increase in imports from the
AClI-registered industries:
with exports rising by 13% to
reach JD418 million during
the first six months of the year:
compared to JD368 million in
the corresponding period of the
previous year.

Iraq emerged as another
significant market. with exports
reaching JD403 million in the
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first half of the current year.
This represented a substantial
39% increase compared to the
same period in 2022.

Conversely:  exports  to
India experienced a decline
amounting to around JD632
million during the first half of
the current year: a decrease of
19% compared to the previous
year.  Nevertheless:  India
remained a leading export
destination for ACI-registered
industries among both Arab
and foreign countries.

Export figures to Syria
showed a decline of 12%
during the first half of the year.
totaling JD50 million compared
to JD56 million in 2022. In
contrast. exports to Palestine
surged by 41% to reach JD121
million during the first half of
the current year. up from JD86
million in the corresponding
period of the previous year.

Geographically: Arab
countries accounted for the
largest share of the Amman
Chamber of Industry's exports
during the first half of the year.
amounting to JD1.493 billion.
Non-Arab Asian countries
followed with JD1.049 billion:
while  African  countries
accounted for JD21 million in
exports. The ACI-registered
industries’ exports to North
Americareachedapproximately
JD584 million( while exports to
South America amounted to
JD56 million. European Union
countries received exports
worth JD117 million: while
non-EU European countries
received around JD81 million.
Other countries collectively
accounted for approximately
JD73 million in exports.

age dependency rate for the

to 4.8

individuals. With a

According to statistics. the

13.9% in 2022.

EMRC urges enhanced communication
channels with customers

Amman

Chairman of the Energy
and Minerals Sector
Regulatory Commission
(EMRC) Ziyad Saaida has
emphasized the significance
of fostering direct
communication  channels
and establishing sustainable
relationships and mutual
cooperation between the
commission and customers
in the natural resources
sector. Saaida highlighted
the importance of achieving
optimal utilization of local
mineral resources and their
sustainability: including
rehabilitation programs for
mining sites; environmental
governance. and  social
responsibility for various
investment  projects  in
the sector. The sector is
considered a vital contributor
to the national economy and

plays a crucial role in driving
economic growth.

The official made these
comments during a recent
consultative meeting
organized by the commission
with service recipients and
licensed entities in the natural
resources sector: as indicated
in a statement by the EMRC
on Wednesday.

During the session: the
updated version of process
engineering was reviewed:
with a focus on automating
all services provided by the
commission to facilitate and
simplify procedures: expedite
transactions: improve
service quality. and increase
customer satisfaction.

Regarding the notable
achievements realized during
the first half of this year
Saaida stated that the EMRC
granted 1,116 export permits.

71 quarrying licenses: and 3
exploration licenses.
Furthermore: he pointed
out that the commission: as
part of its supervisory role:
conducted daily inspection
tours targeting 882 mines
and quarries in various
regions of the Kingdom
during the first half of this
year. As a result: 70 closure
orders were issued to entities
that  violated licensing
conditionsc and 30 non-
compliant quarries were
given warning notices.
Additionally Saaida
underscored that the
regulatory will persist in
conducting its field tours
and intensive campaigns on
all businesses operating in
the sector to make certain
that they hold the requisite
licenses to work within the
prescribed locations and

coordinates. Adhering to
license conditions¢ mining
rights. and site restoration is
obligatory to maximize the
utilization of local mineral
resources enhance  their
added value. and ensure
human health and safety. and
environmental protection,

To enrich the debate:
participants delved into the
sector's key challenges and
proposed possible solutions
to address them. They
also responded to queries
and remarks:; emphasizing
the importance of such a
gathering in promoting a
collaborative =~ methodology
to discover efficient solutions
and suitable mechanisms to
tackle the sector's problems
while preserving the rights
of all concerned parties and
coordinating with relevant
authorities.

National Early Childhood Development
meeting begins with call for unified efforts

DEAD SEA

The opening ceremony for
the technical meeting of the
National Early Childhood
Development (ECD) took
place on Tuesday at the Dead
Sea.

The  National  ECD
Team was formed in 2018
based on a partnership
agreement  between  the
National Council For Family
Affairs (NCFA) and Plan
International Jordan (PIJ).
Its role involves overseeing
the  implementation  of
national strategies concerned
with early  childhood
development. according to
NCFA.

Ensuring that children
enjoy all their rights is a
“shared responsibility” that
requires unifying the efforts of
all concerned organisations:
secretary-general of the
NCFA Mohammad Miqdadi

said in his welcoming
remarks.

He noted that this
event aims to introduce
international networking
and coordination
mechanisms related to early
childhood development

in addition to exchanging
expertise. overviewing the
accomplishments of National

ECD  Team: identifying
available opportunities to
overcome the challenges

it faces and working on
developing the team’s action
plan for 20232024/ as well
as a national vision for early
childhood in Jordan.
Miqdadi added that the
NCFA is committed to
aligning its efforts with the
Economic =~ Modernisation
Vision launched by His
Majesty King  Abdullah,
which  highlighted  the
importance of childhood

and early childhood
development.

The vision suggested
multiple national initiatives
to develop curriculums
and programmes for early
childhood education and
called for the establishment
of a unified council for early
childhood development: he
said. It also recommended

launching a  specialised
database and  reducing
operational and licensing

burdens borne by service
providers in the sector: he
continued.

There are roughly 3.8
million children in Jordan
under the age of 18 years
accounting for over 40 per
cent of the population( while
children under the age of
nine make up approximately
one-fifth of the population:
according to Miqdadi.

He said that this underlines

the importance of improving
infrastructures  that  will
contribute to improving the
quality of services provided
for children in addition to
increasing the enrollment rate
in early childhood education:
which stood at 5.4 per cent for
Kindergarten 1 (KG1) and at
63 per cent for Kindergarten
2(KG1)intheacademicyears
20202021-. In her address:
PI’'s  Country  Director
HamidaJahamah affirmed the
organisation’s commitment
to providing support and
prioritising investments in
early childhood programmes.

She also  highlighted
the tasks of the national
ECD Team which involve
coordinating and networking
with all concerned
stakeholders to unify efforts
and achieve desired goals
within a shared national
vision.
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