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LOCAL

New president of
Audit Bureau sworn In

Amman

Radi Al-
Hamadine was
sworn in before
His Highness
Prince Faisal
bin Al Hussein:
the  Regent
on  Tuesday
as  President
of the Audit
Bureau.

Prime
Minister
Bisher Al
Khasawneh
and Royal
Hashemite
Court  Chief
Yousef Issawi
attended the
swearing-in
which  took
place at Al
Husseiniya
Palace.

Ministry: Jordan oil Imports from Iraq
reach 556K barrels in 2 months

Amman

A total of 556,062 barrels of Iraqi
crude oil has been transferred from
the modern Kirkuk storage site in
Iraq to the storage tanks of the Jordan
Petroleum Refinery Company in
Zarqa.

A statement on Tuesday by the
Ministry of Energy and Mineral
Resources said that Jordan's imports of
Iraqi oil were carried out under a new
Memorandum of Understanding from
May 1 to June 30 at an average rate of
9116 barrels per day.

Jordan, Saudi Arabia talk
parliamentary cooperation

Amman

Lower House Speaker Ahmed Safadi
and Speaker of the Saudi Shura Council
Abdullah Al Sheikh held discussions in
Riyadh on Tuesday over parliamentary
cooperation. Safadi is currently leading
a delegation on an official visit to the
Saudi capital where they have already
met with the Saudi Minister of Water:
Environment: and Agriculture. They
are also expected to have meetings with
other officials during their stay.

During their discussions: both parties
addressed numerous issues of mutual

interest. with a focus on promoting
common goals. They particularly
emphasized the importance of enhancing
coordination between the Shura Council
and the Jordanian Parliament.

Al Sheikh was also invited to visit
Jordan next month.

Safadi commended Saudi Arabia's
services during the Hajj season and
the country's advancement in various
domains.

The Speaker of the Saudi Council
lauded the strong bond and deep-rooted
relationship between the two nations.
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[vestment Minstry lists Soilless agriculture
project on «Invest in Jordan platiorm

Amman

The  Ministry  of
Investment has unveiled
a soilless agriculture
project on the "Invest
in Jordan" platform.
with an  investment
worth  $4 million.
The initiative aims to
implement  advanced
agricultural techniques
like hydroponics and
aeroponics.

In a statement
released on Tuesday: the
Ministry of Investment
emphasized that this

technology will play a
crucial role in reducing
water consumption in
the agricultural sector.
Furthermore: the project
will enhance the quality
and  productivity of

key crops: including
cucumbers; barley. and
thyme. The selection of
these crops was based on
local market demand and
supply.

The ministry outlined
that the project's
products will be
distributed across central
markets. supermarkets:
restaurants. hotels; and
hospitals. Moreover.
the implementation of
the project is expected to
generate 60 employment
opportunities at the
proposed site located
in the Al-Jiza area
renowned for its
favorable climatic
conditions: situated
south of Amman.

Soilless agriculture. an
efficient plant cultivation
method: involves
replacing natural soil with
growth media or solid
materials such as volcanic
ashu perlite: charcoal: and
sand. Essential nutrients
for plants are delivered
through a  nutrient
solution.

By adopting soilless

agriculture methods:
diversification of
agricultural options
and products becomes
feasible supporting
market demands and
fortifying  the  sector
against the  impacts
of climate  change.
These techniques
enable meticulous
control over  water
quantities nutrients;
and environmental
conditions: resulting in
maximized  production
and water conservation
for irrigation purposes.
Hydroponics

facilitates water savings
of approximately 70-
80% in irrigation,
while aeroponics
surpasses that figure by
conserving about 90%.
Additionally: soilless
agriculture offers shorter
crop cycles: enabling
lettuce. for example: to

be grown within 2530-
days compared to the
6070- days required by
traditional soil-based
agriculture.  Moreover:
soilless agriculture boasts
higher production rates
and reduced reliance on
pesticides.

The project in Jordan
harnesses several key
advantages.  primarily
its  diverse  climate.
The country's climatic
conditions allow
agricultural production
at various times of the
year and the possibility
of cultivating certain
crops  outside their
natural seasons under
natural conditions. This
facilitates year-round
production without
prolonged  overlapping
periods.

Jordan boasts
robust infrastructure
for agricultural

and
roads:
transportation:
storage facilities:
wholesale markets:
grading: and packaging
centers, as well as
comprehensive
communication networks
and information systems.

Furthermore: Jordan's
geographical  proximity
to major agricultural
consumption markets in
the Arab Gulf and Europe
provides a competitive
advantage over other
producers.

The proposed project
will require an area
spanning between
150.000 to 200,000 square
meters. Approximately
50000 square meters will
be allocated for soilless
agriculture; while the
remaining space will be
designated for buildings
and warehouses.

secondary
international
cold

Palestinians urge mnl sanctions on Israel

Ramallah

The Palestinian Foreign
Ministry said Tuesday that
far-right Israeli ministers'
reactions to US President Joe
Biden's statement describing
members of Israel's coalition
as  extremistsc underline
the Israeli government's
anti-peace stance and its
"desperate”  attempts to
undermine any opportunity
to resolve the conflict.

Israeli National Security
Minister Itamar Ben Gvir
and Religious Zionism party
head and pro-settlement
advocate. Finance Minister
Bezalel Smotrich: slammed
the US President after he said
Israel’s coalition government
had some "of the most
extreme members he had
ever seen'.

Biden added that the
ministers in Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu'’s
cabinet who back settling
"anywhere they want" in the
West Bank are "part of the
problem" in the conflict.

"Ben Gvir’s pride in what

he represents in the Israeli
government throughrefusing
any settlement or removing
any settlement outpost: is a
further reassertion that he
and his followers and allies
are subversive elements that
ignite fires in the conflict
arena as they fight any effort
to achieve calm and restore
the political horizon for
resolving the conflict:" the
Palestinian Foreign Ministry
said in a statement.

It held the Israeli
government  fully  and
directly responsible for "such
racist and inciting positions”
and their repercussions on
escalation of the conflict. it
said.

The
against
dealings

Ministry ~ warned
international
with Israeli
"fascism" represented by
Ben Gvirc Smotrich and
their followers. and urged
the world community to
move from diagnosing the
Israeli ruling coalition to
actions: accountability and
sanctions.
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Prince Mired urges media to include rights

2023 35a (12) slasy¥!
(3148) auall

LOCAL

ol persons with disabilities In policies

Amman

His Royal Highness Prince
Mired bin Raad President of the
Higher Council for the Rights
of Persons with Disabilities
(HCD) met Monday with
the Director General of Roya
Media Group Faris Sayegh to
discuss the role of the media in
promoting the rights of persons
with disabilities in Jordan.

The meeting comes as part of
a series of meetings conducted
by Prince Mired with media
institutions with the aim of
activating the role that they
can play in covering disability
issues by providing objective
media materials that use a
human rights-based approach
far from stereotypes that limit
persons with disabilities within
the dichotomy of superhuman
heroism  or  unfortunate
submissiveness and weakness.

Prince Mired stressed the
need to shed more light on
the rights of persons with

Plan [aunched to promote circular
economy in construction industries

disabilities and place them
on the top of the priorities
of the agendas of media
organizations; pointing  to
the importance of covering
their problems and challenges
in an objective and practical
manner moving away from
sensationalism.

He lauded the Roya Media
Group for hiring a visually

impaired broadcaster:
voicing hope that other
media institutions would
follow suit.

For his partc Sayegh
expressed the group's

commitment to cooperating
withthe HCD to covertheissues
of persons with disabilities
objectively and encourage its
media professionals to write
in-depth media reports on
disability issues: in addition to
adding a list of correct terms
on the rights of persons with
disabilities to the channel's
editorial policy.

.

m JORDAN GBC

dy—atlla ¥l il Isall
Jordan Green Building Council

Amman
The Jordan Green Building

Council  (JordanGBC): in
partnership with the Center
for  International  Private
Enterprise (CIPE) has
launched Tuesday a strategic
action plan to promote circular
economy  conceptsc which
focus on reusing: refurbishing
and recycling existing materials
and products as long as
possible; in the construction
and mining industries to
enable actors to transition
towards a low-carbon and
high-efficiency sector. while
enhancing their productivity
and competitiveness.

The plan includes a set
of recommendations  for

government institutions to
formulate  public  policies
supportive of the green

transition: in addition to a
proposed set of measures
directed at the private sector.
Among the highlights of
the strategic plan to promote
the green economy in the
construction industries is the
preparation of a marketing
study to assess the needs of
the markets in Jordan: the
region and the world for green
construction materials; a study
toidentify and assess the market
needs for information on green
economy; a study to analyze the
possibility of applying carbon
dioxide capture and storage
technology in Jordan; and the
establishment of a stakeholder
group with membership in the
public and private sectors to
guide and manage the transition
to a circular economy in the
construction industries sector.
The plan also included
conducting an  inventory

to calculate a baseline of
greenhouse gas  emissions
and identifying  voluntary
reductions in  greenhouse
gas  emissions: developing
and implementing a digital
mechanism  for  reporting
reductions in  greenhouse
gas emissions in the sector
building a digital platform
for disseminating circular
economy knowledge and
practices: developing a strategy
for  trading  commercial
carbon in anticipation of the
establishment of a carbon
trading system in Jordan: in
addition to developing and
implementing a  capacity
building program for the
construction industries sector
to obtain green finance.

Additionallyc it included
the development and
implementation of a program
to build the capacity of the
banking sector to develop
green financing services and
assess  environmental and
social considerations related to
governance in the investment
decision-making process: in
addition to developing and
preparing an  educational
curriculum to train employees
on means of applying the
principles of circular economy
in the construction industries
sector.

This  particular  circular
economy approach targets
intermediate materials or final
products that can be used

in  construction processes:
especially  buildings: such
as  building stones: tiles

marble slabs: crushed sand
by-products¢ materials  for
structural insulation: cement
and others.

Tourism operators optimistic as recovery
In tourism activity boosts Industry

Amman

The resurgence of tourism
activity during the first
half of 2023 has benefited
business owners in the
realm of tourism: enhanced
numerous economic sectors
and increased demand
for lodging: dining. and
travel services: experts and
stakeholders in the tourism
industry said.

Speaking to the Jordan
News Agency (Petra). they
indicated that the boost
in tourism movement and
the surge in the number
of visitors to the Kingdom
have stimulated the national
economy: provided more job
opportunities: and increased
investments in the sector.

Hussein ~ Hilalat:  vice
president and spokesperson
for Jordan Hotels Association
(JHA). confirmed that such
a recovery in the tourism
industry has reflected in
higher hotel occupancy rates
and generated fresh jobs:
noting that the hotel sector
currently employs around
22,000 individuals: including
18,500 Jordanians.

Furthermore. he noted
that the hotel industry in
Jordan has expanded to
include 540 hotels across
various governorates; except
for the Agaba Economic
Zone: with approximately
28,000 hotel rooms:
calling for luring in hotel
investments in the northern
region. adopting a tourism
investment map for each
governorate separately in
addition to improving the
tourism product in Jordanian
villages: given their favorable
climate.

Essam Fakhruddin.
President of the Jordan
Restaurant Association:

commented the increase
in the number of foreign
tourists visiting the country
has had a positive impact
on tourism restaurants
particularly those located

in the governorates. While
tourism  restaurants  in
the capitali Amman, are
thriving through conference
tourism¢ summer visits from
expatriates; Arab tourists
and the local market.
Fakhruddin also
highlighted the need for
skilled and trained workers
in tourist restaurants; as
there is currently a significant
labor shortage for existing
or new projects in this fields
noting that the number of
workers in tourist restaurants
is approximately 25,000 and
there are about 1,100 licensed
tourist restaurants in Jordan.
Meanwhile: Suhail Halasa;
head of the Jordan Society of
Tourism and Travel Agents
(JSTA): indicated that the

reviving of the tourism
movement contributes to
boosting the work of travel
agencies and other economic
activities. He added that
the increase in demand for
tourism services has positive
implications for the growth
of the sector: the expansion
of job opportunities and the
promotion of local trade and
the economy in general.
Halasa also emphasized
that travel agencies play a
significant role in fostering
the tourism industry and
boosting  the  number
of tourists by providing
services such as organizing
trips: accommodation:
and transportation,
which enhance the tourist
experience and attract more

foreign visitors.
For his

Sattar Abu Hassan. head

of the Tourism Transport

parte  Abdel

Association:  said that
transportation ~ companies
have commenced to

strengthen their fleets of
tourist buses to meet the
increase in the number
of travelers coming to the

Kingdom.
Head of the Tourist
Guides Association: Hani

Al-Masada: stated that the
association: in cooperation
with the Ministry of Tourism
and Antiquities; has held
many tourism  guidance
courses to address the needs
of the market: noting that
the number of tourist guides
reached 1.450.
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