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Chairman for Jordanian

Universities Network elected

Madaba

President of the German-Jordanian
University.  Ala'aldeen  Al-Halhouli
has been elected as the chairman of the
Jordanian Universities Network's board
of directors. The decision was made
during a recent meeting held at the
University of Jordan. where prominent
representatives from various official
Jordanianuniversitieswereinattendance.
Additionally: President of the University
of Jordan Nathir Obeidat: was chosen
as the vice chairman of the board: while
Salama Al-Naimat; President of Mutah

University. was elected as a member of
the board. The Jordanian Universities
Network was established in 2003 with
the objective of constructing and
operating a modern communication
and information network to cater to its
members, including higher education
institutions and research centers. The
network's primary aim is to enhance the
quality and scope of higher education by
providing comprehensive information
services that facilitate collaboration
and knowledge sharing among official
Jordanian universities.
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Amman

Prime Minister Bisher
Khasawneh on Monday
welcomed Algerian
Minister of Industry
and Pharmaceutical
Production Ali Aoun:
in the presence of
Minister of Industry:
Trade. and Supply and
Minister of Labor Yousef
Shamali and Algerian
Ambassador to Jordan
Abdulkarim Behha.

At the meeting: the
premier emphasized
the high regard that
Jordanian leadership
and people have for
Algeria's ~ commitment
to  safeguarding the
interests and causes of the
Arab region.

Khasawneh said His
Majesty King Abdullah
II's  recent visit to
Algeria  enabled  the
two nations to embark
on new cooperation
opportunities. Royal
Jordanian and Air Algérie
have launched four new
direct air flights linking

obal gas prices down, diesel

COSIS up In Ixst week ol July

Amman

The global market saw a
decrease in gasoline prices
during the first week of
July. while diesel and
kerosene prices increased
compared to their prices
in June( according to data
released by the Ministry
of Energy and Mineral
Resources on Monday.

During the first week of
July: the cost of 90-octane
gasoline decreased by
2.3%. going from $742.1
per ton to $725 per ton.
Similarly.  the price
of 95-octane  gasoline
declined by 1.3%: going

from $789.8 per ton to
$779.9 per ton.
However. the cost of

ton

diesel inched up by 2.1%:
from $638.9 per ton to

$652.4  per while

the price of kerosene
increased by 2.6%: from
$688.8 per ton to $706.4
per ton.

Fuel oil prices have
recently climbed by 6.7%:
from $419.4 per ton to
$447.7 per ton. In contrast
liquefied petroleum gas
prices decreased by 13.8%
in the first week of July.
declining from $442.5 per
ton in June to $381.3 per
ton. Brent crude prices
edged up by 2.3% to $76.4
per barrel in the first week
of July: compared to its

average price of $74.7 in
June.

Amman and Algiers.
Additionally. agreements
have been made to
authorize Jordanian
hospitals to treat patients
from Algeria: he stated.
He added that a
delegation

ministerial
will soon visit Algeria to

advance collaborations

and ties.

The Prime Minister
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expressed his hope to
continue holding the joint
ministerial ~ committee
meetings on a regular
basis for the benefit of
both countries and their
citizens. The Algerian
minister emphasized
the strong relations
between the two nations
and expressed a desire
to expand opportunities

for  collaboration in
various fields.  He
also  emphasized the
significance of holding
the Jordanian-Algerian
joint committee meeting
in Amman today and
highlighted the immense
potential for economic
cooperation. particularly
in the pharmaceutical
industry.

Jordanian delegation vists
Palestine 1o boost (rade, investment

Amman

A Jordanian economic delegation
comprising 45business ownersinvarious
sectors arrived in occupied Palestine on
Sunday to enhance trade and investment
between the two countries.

The  delegation's  visiti  which
was organized by the Palestinian-
Jordanian Business Forum: will include
participation in the Fourth Economic
Empowerment Conference; which will
be held in Hebron and meetings with
Palestinian economic actors in addition
to visits to factories.

Chairman of the Board of Directors
of the Forum Nazmi Atma said that
the delegation's visit looks to enhance
intra-trade between the two countries:
increase intra-investments and leverage
the opportunities available: according to
a statement Monday.

He indicated that ways to increase

trade exchange between Jordan and
Palestine and overcome challenges:
especially the obstacles placed by the
Israeli occupation to the flow of goods
between the two sides: will be discussed
during the business meetings that the
delegation will hold with businessmen's
forums and associations from Hebron.
Ramallah and Nablus.

senaie head urges closer ties with Italy

Amman

Senate President Faisal
Fayez said Monday Jordan
and Italy maintained close
relations¢ urging  stronger
cooperation in various fields.

He spoke at a meeting
with an Italian parliamentary
team headed by president of
the Senate Foreign Affairs
and Defense Committee
Stephania Craxic to discuss
bilateral relations and current
international and regional
developments.

Fayez called for building on
the already solid Jordanian-
Italian  relations: pointing
to available opportunities to
enhance economic political
and parliamentary exchanges

and expand cooperation
in tourismi culture and
investment.

The head of the Senate

noted Italy's support of His
Majesty King  Abdullah's
efforts to bring about a just
and comprehensive peace
in the Middle East and settle
the Palestinian issue on the
basis of the two-state solution

and international legitimacy
resolutions: as the only path
to achieve peace as a strategic
choice and a necessity for

regional and international
security.
Fayez  lauded  Rome's

support of the Hashemite

Custodianship over Islamic
and Christian holy sites in
Jerusalem: and its emphasis
on preserving the legal and

historical status quo in the city.

King Abdullah advocates
for ending all crises in the
region and the world through

political ~ channels  and
responsible dialogue away
from violence: killing and
destruction: said Fayez.
Jordan maintains a policy

based on moderation:
maximizing common
denominators among

peoples: rejecting hate speech
and extremism( combating
racism and believing in
peoples' right to freedom and
independence and to live in
security and stability: he told
the delegation.

For her part; Craxi noted
Jordan's pivotal role in ending
conflicts in the region and
restoring security and stability
to itc as well as the Kingdom's
efforts towards refugees.

She said Italy is interested
to work with Jordan to build
economic partnerships with
Jordan: overcome regional
challenges and  achieve
peace in the region and
Mediterranean countries:
stressing the need to solve the
Palestinian issue in accordance
with international legitimacy
resolutions.
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ability to participate efiectively in e-commerce

Amman

Jordan is well-prepared and
capable of effectively engaging
in the realm of e-commerce
Minister of Industry: Trade and
Supply: and Minister of Labor:
Yousef Shamali has affirmed.

Speaking to the Jordan
News Agency  (Petra).
Shamali emphasized that the
development of the national
e-commerce strategy (2023-
2025) was inspired by King
Abdullah IT's vision to revitalize
the national economy: noting
the government and the
ministry are dedicated to
building and fostering a diverse
and competitive national and
global economy.

Improving the strategy:
the minister indicated: was
based on the key findings of
the assessment of Jordan's
e-commerce readiness:
conducted in 2022 through a

series of national consultations
withlocal partnersfromvarious
sectors and institutions.
These deliberations led to the
formulation of the first action
plan for 2023 with the aim
of unleashing the significant
potential of e-commerce as a
catalyst for economic growth
and job creation in the
Kingdom.

The government's recent
approval of such a strategy
in early April confirms its
commitment to the Economic
Modernisation Vision (EMV)
by developing e-commerce
and the digital economy: he
said.

About the strategy goal: the
official indicated that it seeks
to position Jordan as a rapidly-
growing center for e-commerce
and online retailc serving the
markets of the Middle East and
North Africa and supporting

Jordanian exports.

Furthermore. the minister
underscored that the approved
strategy focuses on promoting
sustainable economic growth
and export development: as
well as generating fresh job

opportunities. The ten-year
goal of the strategy aligns with
EMV's priorities; which aim
to make Jordan a regional
hub for traditional and digital
trade: attracting international
companies and  investors

through enhancing the digital
infrastructurefore-commerce.

Additionallys he  noted
that the strategy is consistent
with other major national
and sectoral policies and
strategiesc and provides a
framework for accelerating
the growth of e-commerce
and supporting the economic
transformation in Jordan. To
implement the strategy: annual
action plans will be developed
to prioritize the most crucial
measures that affect the
growth  of  e-commerce
and the establishment of a
sustainable and sustainable
digital economy. Over the
course of 10 years: the strategic
e-commerce plan will be
implemented in three stages:
the minister further said.

The e-commerce strategy is
centered on several important
factors that will drive digital

Ministry launches campaign to
promote healthy liestyle as part
01 effoxts o reduce diseases

Amman

A campaign to promote
adopting a healthy lifestyle
working out and quitting
smoking; titled "Yourlifeis your
calli think about your choices."
was launched on Monday by
the Ministry of Health. with
the support of the European
Union and the Spanish Agency
for International Development
Cooperation (AECID).

Minister of Health Firas
Hawaric who  patronized
the ceremony: stressed that
adopting a healthy lifestyle
is the best investment in the
future health of individuals and
society: calling it "the best way
to promote health and prevent
noncommunicable disease risk
factors which have become
the main cause of death locally:
regionally and globally: and
have had economic burdens
on individuals: societies and
countries. "

He pointed out that more
than three quarters of deaths
in Jordan are caused by
noncommunicable  diseases
adding that there are about
9.000 cases of cancer in the
Kingdom.

A national survey. dubbed
the "National  Progressive
Survey of Risk Factors for
Noncommunicable  Diseases
for 2019." showed that a
quarter of those between the
ages of (4069-) years have a risk
of developing cardiovascular
diseases. About 8 percent
of those over eighteen have
diabetesand 21 percentbetween
the ages 4569- years also suffer
from the illness: and about 22
percent in that same age group:
suffer from high blood pressure:
with about half not receiving
any treatment. Hawari listed
several reasons for these
high percentages: including
smoking (41 percent of
Jordanians smoke): electronic
cigarettes and vaping (9 percent
of smokers). and obesity (61
percent). The poll also revealed
that the vast majority of people
consume fewer portions of
fruits and vegetables than the
World Health Organization

recommends:  and that
around a quarter of the
population does not meet the
organization's physical activity
recommendations.

Hawari stressed that the
ministry is working with its
partners on several levels to

address noncommunicable
diseases and achieve the
required societal behavioral
change  towards  healthy

lifestyles through awareness
and educational campaigns in
health centers and schools: as
well as activating community
committees to enhance
community reach to homes
and families.

He pointed out that the
ministry is taking several
measures to reduce smoking
and beverages without proper
nutrients such as energy drinks:
through upping the number
clinics that help smokers quit
and expanding and improving
nutritional counseling services
in health centers. The ministry
also provides early detection
services for non-communicable
diseases and the necessary
examinations and treatments.

Hawari lauded the role of
the supporting partners from
the European Union and the
AECID for their contribution
to this campaign. For his
parte Spanish  Ambassador
Miguel de Lucas stressed
the importance of initiatives
aimed at reducing primary
risk factors associated with
chronic and noncommunicable

diseases:  which include
education and  awareness
among specific population

groups and the general public.
For her part. the European
Union Ambassador to Jordan:
Maria Hadjitheodosiou
said: "The European Union is
committed to supporting the
improvement of the health
of Jordanians and Syrian
refugees by strengthening the
health system in Jordan. We
are very proud to be part of
this collective endeavor and
to raise awareness to address
the prevention and control of
noncommunicable diseases. "

growth. including a tech-

savvy and skilled younger
generation advancements
in the information and

communication technology and
innovation sectors; and Jordan's
strategic location between East
and West. Additionally: the
government's commitment
to wupdating the economy
and driving the e-commerce
agenda has been praised in
the readiness assessment for
e-commerce in Jordan in
2022. Furthermore: it has been
designed to make e-commerce
an effective tool for small
and medium-sized Jordanian
businesses: enhancing their
productivity, competitiveness:
and global presence while
promoting their products on
the world stage. The aim is to
enable these businesses to access
new markets and increase their
market share.

(xOV) Uit civil soclety organizations hold
meeting on human rights situation in jordan

Amman

The Prime  Ministry's
Human Rights Unit hosted
a consultation meeting with
civil society organizations on
the 2024 Fourth Universal
Periodic Review of Human
Rights on Monday in order
to enhance Jordan's human
rights condition.

This conference is part of a
seriesofdiscussionsorganized
by the unit in collaboration
with the King Hussein
Foundation  (Information
and Research Center). with
the participation of national

institutions and civil society. ~ Jordanian state is firmly He stressed that this
Director of the Unit rooted in adopting human consultative  meeting
Khalil Abdallat said that rights and was built on the key to push all ministries
the Jordanian government approach based on respect government agencies and
has been committed to forbasicrightsandfreedoms: national institutions to carry
harmonizing its practicesand noting that the Jordanian out their = humanitarian
legislation in accordance with ~ constitution is clear evidence and legal duty in
international obligations by of this approach adopted manner consistent with
notifying the  Secretary- by the Jordanian leadership the requirements of the

General of the United
Nations about the steps that
the Jordanian government

will take to address the government that human

Coronavirus pandemic rights values be the main goal

in line with human rights andtoprovideprotectionand

standards. care for all individuals in the
He stressed that the Kingdom.

since its founding and His
Majesty King Abdullah's
continuous directives to the

next stage. stressing that
Jordan has received global

role at various levels
achieving the principles of

on maintaining security and
peace in all countries.

Ministry launches inaugural
«Invest In Jordan» platiorm

AMMAN

The Ministry of Investment
on Sunday launched an
inaugural promotional
platform titled "Invest in
Jordan".

The platform features 21
investment opportunities
with an estimated investment
value of JD1 billion in eight
priority investment sectors.

In a statement; the ministry
announced that additional
sector-specific  studies and
investment opportunities
will be regularly added:
starting next month. The
platform  was  developed
in collaboration with the
Ministry of Digital Economy

and Entrepreneurship as the
Kingdom's first interactive
promotional electronic

platform for investors in
both Arabic and English.
Its objective is to facilitate
communication with local
and international investors:
enabling them to acquaint

themselves with the country's
business environment.
Minister of  Investment

Kholoud Saqqgaf said that the
platform's launch aligns with
the investment policy and the
promotion strategy for the

20232026- period recently
approved by the Investment
Council. It falls within the
ministry's plans; which are
in line with the Economic
Modernisation Vision 2033
aiming to attract; encourage:
promote and ensure the
sustainability of an appealing
investment climate.  She
stressed that the platform
allows investors to explore
21 investment opportunities
with an expected investment

size  of  approximately
JD1  billion: adding that
the electronic  platform:

accessible through the website
invest.jo. also includes an
interactive map showcasing

sectors and available
investment opportunities
across all regions and

governorates of the Kingdom.
The platform (Invest.jo) was
developed in collaboration
with the USAID Economic
Reform Programme:
which aims to support the
Kingdom's  comprehensive
and  sustainable  reform
efforts by focusing on policy
development: facilitating

mvest

illJordan

investments and enhancing
the competitiveness of the
economic environment.

_(www.invegi:.jﬂ y

attention due to its active

the United Nations based
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