Migrants forced from
Tunisia port into
desert - witnesses
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France protesters
defy bans to rally
against police
violence
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NATO extends tenure of Secretary
(eneral Stoltenberg by a year

AMMAN

NATO Allies agreed on Tuesday to
extend the mandate of Secretary General
Jens Stoltenberg by a further year. until
1 October 2024. The decision will be
endorsed by NATO Heads of State and
Government at the Vilnius Summit.

Allies thanked the Secretary General
for his leadership and commitment:
which has been critical to preserving
transatlantic unity in the face of

unprecedented  security  challenges:
according to a statement posted on the
NATO website.

Stoltenberg said: “I am honoured by
the decision of NATO al lies to extend
my term as secretary general. The
transatlantic bond between Europe and
North America has ensured our freedom
and security for nearly seventy-five years.
and in a more dangerous world: our great
Alliance is more important than ever.”

TWo dead as Strongest summer
storm biasts Netherlands, Germany

THE HAGUE
A record-breaking summer storm
hammered The Netherlands and
Germany on Wednesday: killing two
people and throwing international air and

rail travel into chaos.

Storm Poly packed howling winds
of up to 146 km/h: toppling trees and
forcing the cancellation of 400 flights
from Amsterdam's Schiphol airport: one
of Europe's busiest hubs.

Meteorologists said the storm was the
strongest on record to hit the Netherlands
in the summer months and issued a rare
“code red" warning for millions of people
in the low-lying nation to stay indoors.

A 51-year-old woman was killed when
a tree fell on her car in the Dutch city of
Haarlem: while a 64-year-old woman
died after being struck by a falling tree
in the German town of Rhede near the
Dutch border: police said.

Two men were seriously injured in
Amsterdam: one when a tree fell on his
car. while a second was believed to have
been hit by falling power lines: local

media said.

A tree also fell on a houseboat in one
of Amsterdam's historic canalsi while
another toppled onto a tram in The
Hague: though no one was hurt.

Howling winds

Schiphol Airport said the number
of flights would "gradually improve" as
winds started to drop but would remain
disrupted for the rest of the day.

"At the moment: 400 flights have been
cancelled:" a Schiphol spokesperson
told AFP. The airport is a major hub for
connecting flights from Asia: the Middle
East and the United States to the rest of
Europe. Eurostar trains from Amsterdam
to London and high-speed rail services
to the German cities of Cologne and
Hamburg were also called offi while
many domestic trains were cancelled
Dutch train operator NS said.

Most Dutch domestic trains were
cancelled: including those to Schiphol
airport. causing further misery for
travellers.
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France protesters defy bans to
Ially against pollce violence

PARIS

More  than 1000
people defied a ban and
on Saturday gathered
in central Paris for a
memorial  rallye  with
dozensofmarchesplanned
throughout France to
denounce police brutality
and racial profiling.

Seven years after the
death of Adama Traore
his sister had planned to
lead a commemorative
march north of Paris in
Persan and Beaumont-
sur-Oise.

But with tensions
running high following the
riots that were sparked by
the June 27 police killing
of 17-year-old Nahel M.
of Algerian origin at a
traffic stop near Parisi a
court ruled the chance of
public disturbance was too
high to allow the march to
proceed.

In a video posted on
Twitter. Assa  Traore
Adama's  older sister
denounced the decision.

"The government has
decided to add fuel to the
fire" and "not to respect the
death of my little brother"
she said.

She instead attended
a rally on Saturday
afternoon in central Paris's
Place de la Republique to
tell "the whole world that
our dead have the right to
exist: even in death".

"We are marching for
the youth to denounce
police violence. They want
to hide our deaths." she
said at the rally.

"They authorise
marches by neo-Nazis
but they don't allow us to
march. France cannot give
us moral lessons. Its police
is racist and violent." she
said.

The Paris rally had also
been banned on the ground
that it could disrupt public
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more than
1,000 people attended
nonetheless including
several lawmakers.

"Public liberties are
losing ground little by
little"  said  Sandrine
Rousseau. a  lawmaker
from the EELV Green
party.

Jean-Luc  Melenchon:
the outspoken head of
the radical leftist France
Unbowed party: castigated
the  government on
Twitter.

"From prohibition to
repression... the leader
is taking France to a
regime we have already
seen. Danger. Danger."
he tweeted: referring to
the World War II regime
of Vichy leader Philippe
Petain who collaborated
with the Nazis.

Around 30
demonstrations  against
police  violence  were
scheduled across France
this weekend. Marches
were held Saturday in
the western city of Saint-
Nazaire and Strasbourg in
the east.

order. but

similar

Several trade unions:
political  parties  and
associations had called
on supporters to join the
march for Traore as France
reels from allegations of
institutionalised racism in
its police ranks following
Nahel M’s shooting.

Traore. who was 24
years old. died shortly
after his arrest in 2016
sparking several nights
of unrest that played out
similarly to the week-long
rioting that erupted across
the country in the wake of
the point-blank shooting
of Nahel.

The teenager’s death on
June 27 rekindled long-
standing accusations of
systemic racism among
security forces; and a UN
committee urged France
to ban racial profiling.

The foreign ministry on
Saturday disputed what
it called “excessive” and
“unfounded” remarks by
the panel.

The UN Committee on
the Elimination of Racial
Discrimination ~ (CERD)
— 18 independent experts

— on Friday asked France
to pass legislation defining
and  banning  racial
profiling and questioned
“excessive use of force by
law enforcement”.

“Any ethnic profiling by
law enforcement is banned
in France.” the ministry
responded: adding that
“the  struggle against
excesses in racial profiling
has intensified”.

Far-right parties have
linked the most intense
and  widespread riots
France has seen since 2005
to mass migrationi and
have demanded curbs on
new arrivals. Campaign
groups say Saturday’s
“citizens marches” will be
an opportunity for people
to express their “grief and
anger” at discriminatory
police policies: especially
in working-class
neighbourhoods.

More than 3,700 people
have been taken into police
custody in connection with
the protests since Nahel’s
death¢ including at least
1,160 minors: according
to official figures.

French senator sparks outcry with «ethnic) riot comments

PARIS

The parliamentary head of the hard-left France

Unbowed party. Mathilde Panot: denounced a "crass
racism". while fellow MP Clementine Autain said
that "these people: oozing racism. dare give lessons
about good republican behaviour".

The comments from Retailleaus a conservative
who has sought his party's presidential nomination
in the past. underscore the increasingly shrill debate
about immigration and identity in France.

The Republicans Party. which traces its roots to
postwar hero Charles de Gaulle and has provided
presidents from Jacques Chirac to Nicolas Sarkozy:
has veered sharply rightwards under its new tough-
talking leader Eric Ciotti.

It has been eclipsed by France’s far-right for much
of the last decade: with veteran anti-immigration
leader Marine Le Pen attaining her highest score ever
in presidential elections last year.

The virulently anti- Islam media commentator Eric
Zemmour: who has likened the riots to an “ethnic
war”¢ has also emerged as a political competitor.

The riots began last Tuesday after the fatal shooting
of a 17-year-old of Algerian origin during a traffic
stop by police: reviving longstanding complaints
about police brutality and racism in deprived areas of
the country. Darmanin: a right-winger in Macron’s
centrist Cabinet: told parliament on Tuesday that
“we don’t want hatred of the police or hatred of
foreigners. “In this terrible moment for our country:
we need to remember that the republic is a balance:
Yes: order and firmness. Yes: order that is just. but
not order alone.”

One of the most senior figures in France's
mainstream right-wing party was accused of "crass
racism” on Wednesday after claiming thatimmigrant-
origin people who took part in riots over the past
week had undergone "a regression to their ethnic
roots".

Bruno Retailleaux who heads the Republicans
Party in the senate; was responding to a question
about the identities of the people who have burned
cars and clashed with police during the country's
worst riots since 2005.

Although many of them were black or of north
African origin. sparking calls for tighter curbs on
immigration. Interior Minister Gerald Darmanin
told parliament on Tuesday that 90 percent of the
people arrested since last Tuesday were French
citizens.

"OK: they're French: but these are French people
in their official identity. and unfortunately for the
second and third generations <of immigrants>. there
is a sort of regression towards their ethnic roots"
Retailleau told Franceinfo radio.

He also criticised plans by President Emmanuel
Macron to accelerate the payment of money to local
authorities to help rebuild public buildings that
he said were burned down by "savage people” — a
racially loaded term.

"It's a double blow for French people: they have
paid already and now we're going to need to rebuild
because these savage people have set fire to them/"
he said.
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EUrenvoyablasisilsiiaelfoyedeadiyijeniniaid

JENIN
A European envoy blasted
Israel Saturday over the

"proportionality” of the force
it uses: as international envoys
toured Jenin refugee camp
in the occupied West Bank
following this week's deadly
raid.

His remarks echoed UN
chief Antonio Guterres who on
Thursday told reporters "there
was an excessive force used by
Israeli forces" in its 48-hour
operation: the largest Israel
has staged in the Palestinian
territory for years.

It included air strikes and
armoured bulldozers ripping
up streets.

Jenin is a centre for multiple
armed Palestinian  groups:
and Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin  Netanyahu has
called the refugee camp a
“terrorist nest".

European Union
representative to the Palestinian
territories Sven Kuehn von
Burgsdorff made his comments
as he led a delegation of UN
officials and diplomats from
25 countries to the camp in the
northern West Bank.

"We are concerned about

Israel ends large-scale West

the deployment of weaponry
and weapons systems which
question the proportionality
of the military during the
operation," Kuehn  von
Burgsdorff said of the operation
in which 12 Palestinians and
one Israeli soldier were killed.
"This cycle of violence has
to end: it cannot continue. If

there is no political solution
to the conflicti we are going
to stand here in a week's time
in a month's time( in a year's
time. with nothing changed."
he added.

As the delegation toured the
camp: residents peered out of
holes left in the walls by Israeli
rockets and local authorities

tested a new camp-wide alarm
system to warn of future raids.

Jenin camp has been the site
of several large-scale raids by
the Israeli military this year: but
this week’s was the biggest such
operation in the West Bank
since the second Palestinian
“Intifada” or uprising of the
early 2000s.

The camp’s infrastructure
was severely damaged during
the raid¢ which Israel said was
targeting militants.

Eight kilometres of water
pipes and three kilometres of
sewage pipes were destroyed:
the UN said. More than 100
houses were damaged and a
number of schools were also

lightly damaged.

The refugee camp in one of
the poorest and most densely
populated in the West Bank:
with some 18,000 people living
in just 0.43 square kilometers.

UN officials on Saturday
made a plea for funds to help
rebuild the camp.

“To restore services and
scale up support to the
childreni we need cash ...
our appeal is desperately
underfunded.” Leni Stenseth:
deputy commissioner-
general of the UN agency

for ~ Palestinian  refugees
(UNRWA) said.
“I would urge you to

consider announcing your
support for the work we are
going to do here in Jenin
camp in the coming weeks and
months as soon as possible.”
she added.

On  Thursday  Algeria
announced $30 million to
“help rebuild the Palestinian
city of Jenin after the barbaric
and criminal attack” by
Israel: and the United Arab
Emiratesc which normalised
ties with Israel in 2020. said
Wednesday it “will provide
$15 million”.

Migrants forced Irom Tunisia port
Into desert — witnesses

Bank raid that left 13 dead

ENIN.
alestinian
Territories

Israeli forces on Wednesday
declared the end of a large-
scale military operation in the
occupied West Bank that killed
12 Palestinians and one Israeli
soldier over the previous two
days.

The raid: involving hundreds
of forces: drone strikes and
armoured bulldozers: targeted
the northern West Bank city
of Jenin( a centre for multiple
armed Palestinian groups.

Thousands of Palestinian
mourners joined a Jenin
funeral procession for those
killed: where fighters fired
gunshots into the air and the
crowd chanted "With our souls
and blood: we will sacrifice for
you: martyr}"

Amid the days of violence:
a Palestinian attacker in Tel
Aviv on Tuesday wounded
seven Israelis in a car ramming
and stabbing attack before an
armed civilian shot him dead.

Overnightc Israel carried
out air strikes on targets inside
the blockaded Gaza Strip in
response to rocket fire from
the Palestinian coastal enclave:
with no deaths reported.

As the army pulled out
of Jenini much of the city’s
crowded refugee camp was left
charred and in rubble from the
incursion which displaced at
least 3,000 residents.

“All  this bloodshed is
considered a sacrifice for the
homeland and for our cause.
All this destruction can be
fixed: God willing:” a resident
from Jenin camp told AFP

as crowds of people holding
Palestinian and militant flags
marched through the city for
the funerals.

The camp: a small urban area
home to about 18.000 people:
has long been a stronghold
of militant groups including
Islamic Jihad and Hamas.

Among the dead Palestinians
was 16-year-old Abdulrahman
Hassan Ahmed Hardan. who
was shot in the head by Israeli
forces while unarmed on
Tuesday: according to the non-
government group Defence for
Children International.

The army has not yet
commented on the group’s
claim. Islamic Jihad praised its
fighters on Wednesday for what
it labelled a “heroic” victory
and vowed that. for Israel
“Jenin and its camp will remain
a terror that haunts you”.

‘Open war’

Jenin residents inspected
the widespread destruction in
the camp: where gaping holes
were torn into buildings: cars
were crushed and the ground
was littered with bullet casings
and broken glass. Israel’s right-
wing Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu has labelled Jenin’s
refugee camp a “terrorist nest”.

The Palestinians labelled the
escalation an act of “open war
against the people of Jenin”.

Israel has occupied the West
Bank since the 1967 June War
and built many settlements:
considered  illegal  under
international law: in the area
Palestinians regard as the core
of the independent state they
are seeking.

SFAX: Tunisia

Hundreds of African
migrants were stranded in
dire conditions in a desert
area of southern Tunisia on
Thursday after being expelled
from the port city of Sfax
witnesses told AFP.

Racial tensions flared this
week into violence targeting
migrants from Sub-Saharan
African  countriesc with
dozens fleeing the city or
being forcibly evicted.

"I came because I'd heard
that human rights were
respected in Tunisiac but
what is happening shows
that this is not the case." said
27-year-old Issa Kone( from
Mali.

The unrest erupted after
the funeral of a 41-year-
old Tunisian man who was
stabbed to death on Monday
in Sfax in an altercation
between locals and migrants.

Three  suspects  were
subsequently arrested: all
from Cameroon.

The stabbing lit a powder
keg: with residents saying
they are fed up with the
presence of migrants in
the cityy where many
gather before setting out in
makeshift boats for Europe.

Sfaxc the North African
country's second-largest city:
is a departure point for many
hoping to reach EU member
Italy by sea: often the island
of Lampedusa about 130
kilometres away.

Tunisia has seen a rise in
racially motivated attacks
after President Kais Saied in
February accused "hordes"
of undocumented migrants
of bringing violence and
alleging a “criminal plot"
to change the country's
demographic make-up.

NGOs say hundreds of
migrants have been taken
in buses to desert areas in
southern Tunisia; some near
the border with Libya and
others close to the frontier
with Algeria; two countries

from which many migrants
have crossed in.

"We have nothing to eat or
drink. We are in the desert."
Kone told AFP by telephone.

"National guard agents
caught us in Sfax after
breaking into our house:" he
said.

Videos shared on social
media showed police chasing
dozens of migrants from
their homes to the cheers of
Tunisian residents: before
loading them into police
cars.

Kone said he was taken
by bus to near the Algerian
border with around a dozen
other migrants he had been
living with in Sfax.

Before going to Tunisia
where he made a living doing
odd jobs: Kone worked for
two years in Libya before
unrest there made him leave.

According to Kone and
other witnesses: at least 1:000
migrants found themselves
stranded and destitute in
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the desert on Thursday after
being forced out of Sfax.

Another Malian: 31-year-
old Mamadou Dembele:
thought he was on his way
to realising his dream of
reaching Europe when the
boat taking him towards
Italy along with 46 other
migrants was intercepted on
Wednesday by the Tunisian
coast guard off Sfax.

Now he finds himselfin the
desert in southern Tunisia
after being taken there with
other African migrants by
Tunisian security forces.

Dembele said he came
to Tunisia five months ago:
aiming to make an attempt to
reach Europe: and does not
want to go back to Algeria
from where he crossed the
border illegally.

‘I stayed in Algeria for
six months to try to get to
Europe from there. but that
didn't work. So I came to
try my luck from Tunisia
instead." he said.

"There is conflict in Mali
— that's why I left. I wanted
to get to Europe to work so I
could help my family."

Apart from those forcibly
taken into the desert:
dozens of migrants: fearing
reprisals from angry locals:
flocked on Wednesday and
Thursday to Sfax railway
station to leave for other
Tunisian cities.

"The day before yesterday
I was sleeping. I don't know
who it wasc but Arabs came
into the house and ransacked
the place.”  Souleymane
Diallo¢ 28 from Guinea told
AFP while in custody in Sfax
on Thursday.

"l got here yesterday at
6:00am. I want to go to
the IOM «International
Organisation for Migration»
and to the embassy of
Guinea-Conakry" in Tunis
he said.

"I just want to go back to
my own country. That's my
destination.”
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