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exports grew hy
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offers 80 job opportunities
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following negotiations
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Saladi: Jordan taKing all
necessary steps to combat drug

smuggling across Syrian border  gyew hy O

Amman

The Foreign Minister of Jordan.
Ayman Safadic said Friday that
Jordan "is taking all necessary steps
to combat drug smuggling across the
Syrian border into its territory and
that it is doing everything necessary
to protect its national security from
this escalating danger."

Safadic who joined virtually
at the ministerial meeting of the
International Coalition to Confront
the Threat of Industrial Drugs
hosted by Washington DC: said
that forming the coalition is an
"important” step to addressing the
escalating threat of industrial drugs
and confronting its spread.

"This new international alliance

will allow us to work together to
combat the production: smuggling

and distribution of industrial
drugs." he said.

Safadi added that attempts to
smuggle drugs from the Syrian
border are continuous: noting that
over 65 million Captagon pills have

been confiscated over the past two

years.

Safadi added that what he
described as the global danger
of industrial drugs and the

enormous resources available to
its manufacturers and smugglers
require a joint international effort.

Safadi noted Jordan's readiness to
cooperate in confronting the drug
spread.

UK: High interest rates
pushes property prices down

London

House prices in the UK fell at
their fastest pace since 2011 amid a
slump in the real estate market due
to higher interest rates.

Hellfax Mortgage Bank stated
Friday that the average home cost
decreased by 2.6 per cent compared

He added that prices fell by 0.1
percent last June alone in the third
consecutive decline.

According to the bank: the
emerging pressure on the ability
to repay would affect demand: "as
buyers think about what they can
actually afford due to higher interest
rates."
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Jordams Industry exports

Amman

Jordan's industrial
exports grew
"significantly” during
the first quarter of
2023¢ at a 9.3% rate

compared to the same
period last year driven
by "quality” of Jordanian
products and  their
"high"  competitiveness
in  foreign  markets:
according to official data.

During the January-
March  period 2023,
Jordan's industry exports:
which reach more than
140  countries across
the world: amounted to
JD1.9 billion: compared
to JD1.75 billion for the
same period in 2022.

Today: Jordan's
industry: whose
production wheel began
to spin long decades
ago: has a total of 18.000
establishments in the
Kingdom's various
regions. with a registered
capital of JD4.6 billion
and a total investment
volume of approximately
$15 billion.

In remarks to "Petra"
on Saturday. Head of
Jordan Chamber of
Industry (JCI)¢ Fathi

W,

Jaghbirc  said:  "This
increase in  Jordan's
industry exports
was driven by the
continued growth that
the sector's exports
have  reached  since

Covid-19 pandemicc by
building on its available
opportunities: which
varied from the global
excess demand  for
fertilizers due to global
plans to achieve food
security.”

Since  beginning of
2023 Jaghbir said exports
of Jordan's  multiple
industrial sectors grew:
especially  construction

3% 1N Q1 2023-)(1

materials

(cement
and iron); and food
industry products (food
preparation items): due to
"quality and efficiency" of
Jordanian products. which
made them successfully
compete in various global
markets.

Jaghbir added that
products of Jordanian
industry entered several

new markets during
2023 and expanded in
some existing traditional

markets: mainly
Switzerland: Ukraine:
Romania: Portugal
Senegal: Djibouti
Hungary: Bosnia and

||||||||

Herzegovina, in addition
to many other countries.

During 2023
he noted Jordan's
industry  witnessed a
continuation  of  the
"positive” developments:
achievements and
indicators ~ made by
the industrial  sector
during 2022 as one
of the Kingdom's "key
and leading" sectors of
national economy.

He said this sector made
the "highest" contribution
to Jordan's economy with
atarate of abouta third and
is a "leader” in economic
growth wheel during 2022.

Telecommunications regulatory authority
head talks cooperation with donors

Amman
Chairman

of the

Telecommunications
Regulatory
Board of Commissioners:
Bassam
held a meeting in Amman

Authority's

Sarhan: Friday

with RIPE NCC experts.
According to a
statement by the authority:
the meeting came on the
sidelines of the launch of

to 2022 to reach $364,320.

the National Day of the

Internet Protocol - Version
6 which was hosted by the
authority yesterday.
Sarhan said during
the meeting that the
authority's efforts came
as a continuation of the
previous efforts made
in preparing Jordan for
the sixth version of the
Internet Protocol through
its series of workshops
and specialised training

courses to build
capacities.

He added that
authority continues its
cooperative efforts and
its firm commitment to
contribute to the digital
readiness in Jordan.

Forhispart. theRegional
Director for Policies and

the

Governmental Affairs
at  the  organisation:
Shafiq  Chiac praised

the initiatives that
strengthen the bonds of
cooperation between the
Telecommunications

Regulatory Authority in
Jordan and international
organisations. noting the
"importance” of leveraging
the authority's experiences
to build human capacities:
provide the necessary
tools and technologies
and share experiences.

Hybrid, electric vehicle clearance rates on high gear

AMMAN

The clearance rate of electric cars
increased by 96 per cent during the
first half of this year at the Zarqa
Free Zone: according to the Jordan
Free Zone Investor Commission
(JEZIC).

In a statement; JFZIC head
Mohammad Al Bustanji said that
the number of vehicles that were
cleared during the first half of this
year amounted to about 31.500.
distributed across 6.310 petrol
vehicles: 3.255 diesel vehicles: 8,039
hybrid vehicles and 13:861 electric
vehicles.

These figures reflect a growth rate
of 32 per cent compared with the
same period last year( he said.

Meanwhile: gasoline and diesel
vehicles witnessed a decrease by
about 17 per cent and 32 per cent
respectively: according to Bustanji.

These figures indicate. according
to Bustanji. a change in consumers'
priorities as a result of the rise in
fuel prices on the one hand: and
the government's incentives to buy
electric vehicles by not increasing the
tax on them on the other.

“There is a significant increase in
Jordanians'interest in electric cars: as
this interest is in line with the global
trend towards the use of advanced

electric vehicle technology:" Bustanji
said in the statement.

Bustanji continued: saying: “The
numbers we are witnessing are a
reflection of the transformation
that is taking place in the vehicle
sector in Jordan: especially with the
significant increase in the clearance
of electric vehicles.”

Bustanji also pointed to an 80 per
cent increase in clearance for hybrid
vehicles during the first half of the
year 2023 compared to the previous
year.

He credited this “remarkable”
growth in the hybrid vehicle
market to a growing awareness of
environmental issues coupled with
many consumers’ search for energy-
efficient alternatives.

Bustanji expressed hope that
the sector would witness further
growth in the clearance movement
of electric and hybrid vehicles in
coming years.

Firas Hossam: a car dealer: stated
that the rate of sale of electric cars has
increased significantly. indicating
peoples’ growing awareness of
sustainable transport solutions.

“There has been an increase in
demand for electric vehicles since
last year. due in part to easier
maintenance.” Hossam said.




Amman

Jordanian ~ Ambassador
to Romania; Bulgaria and
Moldova: Sufian Qudah
discussed with Chairman
and members of Board
of Directors of Amman
Chamber of Commerce
(ACC): ways to strengthen
trade relations between
Jordan and those three
countries: stressing
importance of exchanging
trade delegations's visits
to learn about investment
opportunities and increase
commercial exchange.

Moreover; the two sides
discussed role of Jordanian
embassy in Bucharest to
arrange a visit of a Jordanian
economic delegation during
the next two months to those
three countries and providing
a database on their current

Jerash Festival activities
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Talks held to strengthen Jordams (rade
relations with Romania, Bulgaria and Moldova
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opportunities to achieve would guarantee provision

Jordan's food security.

The two sides said this
step is realized by leasing or
acquiring agricultural lands
and exploiting them: which

of food at "affordable" prices
and quantities needed by
Jordan's local market; and
transfer expertise from those
countries to the Kingdom in
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the agriculture field.
According to an ACC
statement on  Saturday:
discussions went
over need to increase
Romanian investments

-

T

in the Kingdom: which
are currently considered
"modest." especially since
Jordan has an "attractive"
investment environment.
Talks also noted Jordan's

LOCAL

"distinguished" location can
be invested to be a hub for
storing and re-exporting
Romanian products to the
region's countries: especially
wheat. in which Romania
can be made a center for
re-exporting Jordanian
products: such as fertilizers:
to the Balkan countries:
the statement said. ACC
Chairman. KhalilHaj Tawfiq;
said the chamber will work in
coordination with Jordanian
Embassy in  Bucharest
to open a "new" phase of
commercial relations. hold
joint exhibitions: exchange
delegations: provide job
opportunities in  those
countries and export
Jordanian competencies
to work in several fields:
especially in the information
technology sector.

Moniior: 268 rumors documented in Hi

10 be announced Monday

Amman

Minister of Culture Haifa
Najjar« Chairperson of the Higher
Committee of the Jerash Festival
for Culture and Arts and Ayman
Samawi. Executive Director of the
Festival: hold a press conference
on Monday at the Royal Cultural
Center in Amman to announce the
activities of the annual event in its
37th edition.

The conference. which will
be attended by Jerash Mayor
Ahmad Atoum and Jordan Artists

Association President Mohammad
Abbadi. features cultural and
artistic ~ events: including the
opening ceremony and key events
on ancient Jerash's seven theaters:
in addition to performances on
other venues in Amman and the
rest of the governorates. This year's
festivale which runs from July 26
until August 5. features cultural and
artistic performances by troupes and
performers from Jordan and Arab
and world countries; including top
Arab singers and poets.

Israeli forces Kkill Palestinian
In occupied Ramallah

Ramallah

Israeli forces shot dead Friday
Abdel-Jawad Saleh: 24¢ in the Um
Safa in Ramallah/ the occupied
West Bank.

The Palestinian Health Ministry
announced in a statement that
the Saleh was shot in the chest

after which he was transferred to
the Istishari Hospital in Ramallah
before announcing his death.
Member of the Um Safa
Village Council Muhammad Bahr
confirmed that the Israeli soldiers
shot the Saleh while he was in the
northern parts of tge village.

Russia says imprisoned
soldiers repatriated following

negofiation
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Moscow

The Russian Ministry of
Defence announced Friday that
45 Russian soldiers returned to
Russia after they were prisoners
of the Ukranian army following
an exchange of prisoners
negotiations with Kyiv.

The Russian Foreign
Defence Ministry stated in a
press statement: "45 Russian
soldiers have returned to their

homeland

from  captivity:
where they are receiving
the necessary medical and
psychological assistance."”

The statement added: "The
soldiers were in mortal danger
in captivity, and in the near
future. they will be transferred
to the medical institutions
of the Russian Defence
Ministry for treatment and
rehabilitation.”

Amman
A total of 268 rumors
were tracked across the

that the monthly rate of
rumors saw a significant
increase from 30 per month

in 2022 to 45 this year: the
monitor said in its semi-
annual report published
Saturday.

May was the highest
month of the first half
of 2023, with 52 rumors
recorded¢  about 194
percent of the totali while
March was the least: with
38 rumors: or 14.1 percent:

Kingdom  during the
first half of the year. 78
percent of which came
from social networks:
while economic rumors
came first at 36 percent:
according to the Jordanian
Media Credibility Monitor:
Akeed.

The tracking over the
past six months revealed

it said.

The monitor pointed
out that economic rumors
came top with 95 out of
the total: about 36 percent:
public affairs 72 or 27
percent: security: 62 or 23
percent. health: 19 or 7
percent: politicsc 17 or six
percent. and finally social
rumors: 3 or one percent.

Jordan secures 14 medals
in Arab Sports Games in
Algeria

Amman July 8 (Petra)--
Jordan's teams are bringing
home a total of 14 medals
with conclusion of 15th

Arab  Games: "Algeria
2023," on Friday. as
the national swimming

delegation secured 3 new
medals¢ comprising 1 gold
and 2 silver.

The 14 medals picked
up in the pan-Arab
tournament comprised of 3
gold: 6 silver and 5 bronze.

Telecommunications regulatory authority
head talks cooperation with donors

Amman of the Internet Protocol
Chairman of the - Version 6. which was
Telecommunications hosted by the authority
Regulatory Authority's yesterday. ~ Sarhan  said
Board of Commissioners, during the meeting that
Bassam  Sarhan, Friday the authority's efforts came

as a continuation of the
previous efforts made in
preparing Jordan for the
sixth version of the Internet
Protocol through its series of
workshops and specialised

held a meeting in Amman
with RIPE NCC experts.
According to a statement by
the authority: the meeting
came on the sidelines of the
launch of the National Day

training courses to build
capacities. He added that
the authority continues
its cooperative efforts and
its firm commitment to
contribute to the digital
readiness in Jordan. For
his parti the Regional
Director for Policies and
Governmental Affairs at
the organisation. Shafiq
Chia praised the initiatives

that strengthen the bonds
of cooperation between
the  Telecommunications
Regulatory Authority in
Jordan and international
organisations: noting the
"importance”" of leveraging
the authority's experiences
to build human capacities:
provide the necessary tools
and technologies and share
experiences.

Irhid agriculture project ofiers 80 job
Syrian refugees

opportunities (o Jordanians,

Irbid

The Directorate of Agriculture
of the Koura district: west of Irbid:
announced the availability of 80
temporary job opportunities as
part of the sixth phase of the work-
for-pay project implemented by the
International Labour Organisation
(ILO).

The Directorate stated that the
application for job opportunities
in the project: which will last for 3
months. is available at the Koura
Agriculture Directorate: starting from
next Sunday until Tuesday: July 11.

It added that applying for available
job opportunities in the agricultural
sector is limited to residents in
the towns and villages of Barqash
municipality. and they would be
offered to Jordanians and Syrian
refugees with a minimum percentage
of 30 per cent for females: and 5
percent for persons with disabilities.

The project is funded by the
German Bank for Development and
Reconstruction.
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