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Aighan Taliban order womemns
beauty parlours to shui

KABUL

Afghanistan's
Taliban authorities have
ordered beauty parlours
across the country to
shut within a month. the
vice ministry confirmed
on Tuesday: the latest
curb to squeeze women
out of public life.

The order  will
force the closure of
thousands of businesses
run by women — often
the only source of
income for households
— and outlaw one
of the few remaining
opportunities for them
to socialise away from
home.

"I think it would have
been good if women
did not exist at all in
this society." said the
manager of a Kabul
parlour who asked not
to be identified.

"I am saying this now:
I wish I did not exist. I
wish we were not born
in Afghanistan: or were
not from Afghanistan."

Since seizing power
in August 2021, the
Taliban government has
barred girls and women
from high schools and
universities: banned
them  from  parks:
funfairs and gyms: and
ordered them to cover
up in public.

Women have also
mostly been barred from
working for the United
Nations or NGOs: and
thousands have been
sacked from government
jobs or are being paid to
stay at home.

Mohammad
Sadeq Akif Mubhajir.
spokesman  for the
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Ministry for the
Promotion of Virtue
and Prevention of Vice:
would not say why the
order had been given.

"Once they are closed
then we will share the
reason with the media"
he told AFP.

He said the businesses
had been given time
to close their affairs so
they could use up their
stock without incurring
losses.

A copy of the

order seen by AFP
said it was "based on
verbal instruction
from the  supreme
leader" Hibatullah
Akhundzada.

'Chat and gossip'

Beauty parlours
mushroomed across

Kabul and other Afghan
cities in the 20 years that
US-led forces occupied
the country.

They were seen as
a safe place to gather
and socialise away from
men and provided vital
business opportunities
for women.

"Women used to chat
gossip. There was no

HEALTH FEARS FOR G
LEADER SAAKASHVILI AFTER TV FOOTAGE

TBILISI

Former Georgian president
appeared

Mikheil Saakashvili

fighting here« no noise/"
said a salon worker who
asked to be identified
only as Neelab.

"When we see some
happy  and  active
faces here. we are also
refreshed. The salon has
a very important role;
this place makes us feel

comfortable."
Another salon
manager  said  she

employed 25women who
were all breadwinners
for their families.

"All  of them are
heartbroken... what
should they do?" she
said.

A report to the
UN's Human Rights
Council last week by
Richard Bennett: the
special rapporteur for
Afghanistan. said the
plight of women and
girls in the country
"was among the
worst in the world".
"Grave: systematic
and  institutionalised
discrimination against
women and girls is at the
heart of Taliban ideology
andrule whichalso gives
rise to concerns that

id

they may be responsible
for gender apartheid:"
Bennett said.

'For what reason?'

On  Tuesday the

United Nations
Assistance Mission in
Afghanistan appealed

to authorities to revoke
the salon order.

"This new restriction
on women's rights
will impact negatively
on the economy &
contradicts stated
support for women
entrepreneurship." it
said in a tweet.

Akhundzada: who
rarely appears in public
and rules by decree from
the Taliban's birthplace
in Kandahar, said last
month Afghan women
were being saved from
"traditional oppressions”
by the adoption of
Islamic governance and
their status as "free and
dignified human beings"
restored.

He said in a statement
marking the Eid Al
Adha  holiday  that
steps had been taken
to provide women
with a "comfortable
and prosperous life
according to Sharia".

Raha: a 24-year-old
student until she was
barred from university
last year. was visiting
a salon on Tuesday for
a makeover before an
engagement party.

"This place was the
only place left for women
to earn for themselves
and they want to take
itc too." she said. "It's a
question for all of us —
why are they doing so?
For what reason?"

EORGIA'S JAILED EX-

on television for the first time in
months on Monday: looking frail
and emaciated: as concerns grow
over the detained politician’s
treatment.

Leader of the Caucasus
country from 2004 to 2013
Saakashvili was jailed after
returning from exile on abuse
of power charges that rights
groups denounce as politically
motivated.

Doctors have said Saakashvili
risks dying from conditions he
has developed while in custody:
though Georgian authorities
say he is being given adequate
medical care.

Appearing via video link for
a court hearing on the “abuse
of office” charges: Saakashvili
55¢ lifted his shirt to show his
ribs protruding from his chest
a hollow abdomen: and skin
clinging tightly to his bones.

“A totally innocent man is
being kept in custody.” he said in
coverage carried live on several
independent TV channels. “I did
not commit any crime.”

He is being held at a civilian

hospitalc ~ where he was
transferred last year after staging
a 50-day hunger strike to protest
his detention.

“Putting me in jail will not
break me. I am going to be
actively involved in Georgian
politics:” he said.

Two groups of doctors
— one set up by Georgia’s
rights ombudsperson: another
consisting of US-based medics
— have said that Saakashvili’s
health continued to decline well
after he ended his hunger strike.

The group of US-based

doctors: who examined
Saakashvili in person: said his
deteriorating health was the
result of “torture” in custody:
saying he needed an immediate
transfer to a medical centre
abroad. The politicianc who
once weighed more than 100
kilogrammes. has lost around 60
kilogrammes while in prison. the
doctor groups say.

The European Union and the
United States have urged Georgia
to ensure that Saakashvili is
provided medical treatment and
that his rights are protected.
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French mayors hold
anti-riot rallies as violence eases

PARIS — Mayors across France
held rallies on Monday calling for an
end to the violence that erupted after a
teen was shot and killed by police last
week: as signs emerged that the unrest
was beginning to ease.

The government has battled riots
and looting since 17-year-old Nahel
M. was shot dead by a police officer
during a traffic stop on Tuesday:
reviving long-standing accusations of
racism against the French police.

Monday's demonstrations calling
for a "return to republican order" came
after the home of the mayor of a Paris
suburb was rammed by a burning car.
prompting widespread outrage.

"Democracy itself has been
attacked... this can't continue and
it won't." said Vincent Jeanbrun: the
conservative mayor of L'Hay-les-
Roses: whose home was attacked early
Sunday.

The interior ministry again
deployed 45,000 police and gendarmes
nationwide overnight Sunday to
Monday to quell the unrest; the same
figure as the previous two nights.

They arrested a total of 157 people
— a fraction of the number held the
night before. Three police officers
were also hurt.

Interior Minister Gerald Darmanin
said the average age of the 3,200 people
arrested since the rioting began was
17. though some were "children: there
is no other word: of 12 or 13".

"The nights have been tough for
residents since Tuesday." when Nahel
was killed: said Patrick Jarry. the
mayor of Nanterre just west of Paris
where the teen of Algerian origin
lived.

"The string of violent episodes is
unacceptable." he added: as he called
for calm.

All bus and tram services in the
Paris region remain suspended from 9
pm (19:00 GMT).

But in a move which could spark
fresh anger: a collection for the family
of the policeman who fired the fatal
shot — now charged with voluntary
manslaughter — topped 1 million
euros ($1.1 million).

Politicians from the ruling centrist
party condemned the collection —
organised by a far-right figure — as
"indecent" and dangerous: with hard-
left MP Mathilde Panot tweeting that
"killing a young North African in
France in 2023 can earn you a lot of
money".

Mayor Jeanbrun’s home was
rammed with a burning car. with his
wife breaking her leg as she escaped
with her children aged five and seven.

The attack was condemned across

the spectrumu
opening an
investigation.

“I never would have imagined
that my family would be threatened
with death:” Jeanbrun told French
television.

And Nadiac the grandmother of
Nahel: said Sunday that rioters were
only using his death as a “pretext” and
called for calm.

Although the violence appears to be
diminishing: questions remain about
the event that sparked it.

Investigators on Monday began
interviewing a passenger in the car
Nahel was driving without a licence:
a security source told AFP.

Some also urged that lessons need
to be learned from the unrest — the
worst in France since the death of two
youths fleeing police in 2005 sparked
three weeks of rioting.

“I can’t support people smashing
and burning thingsc who would?”
said Fatiha Abdouni: 52 founder of a
women’s association in Nahel’s home
town Nanterre.

Nevertheless: “now we have to listen
to the young people: their frustration
and anger”: she added.

Youths in Paris’ deprived suburbs
face “daily  difficultiesc unequal
access to study: to work: to housing”:
Abdouni said — needing only the
“spark” of Nahel’s death to trigger the
violence.

Tens of millions of euros in
emergency support was meanwhile
released to repair public buildings and
small businesses around Paris and in
two other regions.

‘Understand the reasons’

The protests present a fresh crisis
for President Emmanuel Macron:
who had been hoping to press on
with pledges for his second term after
seeing off months of demonstrations
thaterupted in January over raising the
retirement age.

Meeting key ministers late Sunday:
Macron gave an order for “longer-
term work to understand in depth the
reasons that led to these events”: a
presidential official said.

He will meet the heads of the two
chambers of parliament on Monday:
and the mayors of more than 220
towns hit by the unrest on Tuesday:
the Elysee said.

The latest wunrest has raised
concerns abroad: with France hosting
the Rugby World Cup in September
and the Paris Olympic Games in 2024.

Macron postponed a state visit to
Germany that had been scheduled to
begin on Sunday in an indication of
the gravity of the situation at home.

with  prosecutors
attempted murder
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Tunisian Siabbed fo death In clash with African migrants

SFAX: Tunisia

Youths in Tunisia called
for vengeance on Tuesday at
the funeral of a man stabbed to
death during a scuffle between
residents and migrants from
Sub-Saharan Africa.

Three African migrants
were arrested as suspects in
the stabbing death of the local
man in Tunisia's coastal city of
Sfax( a court spokesman said.

The North African
country's second-largest city
is a departure point for many
migrants hoping to reach
Italy. and tensions have been
rising in Sfax for months.

Police had fired tear gas on
Sunday to disperse residents
and migrants throwing stones
at each other.

Faouzi Masmoudi
spokesman for the Sfax
prosecutor. said the victimq
aged in his early 40s. was
fatally stabbed late Monday
during a scuffle between Sfax
residents and migrants.

He said three suspects:
from Cameroon according to
initial information: had been
arrested.

Locals in Sfax regularly
protest against the presence of
the migrants and call for them
to leave.

News of the man's
death spread quickly after
Tarek Mahdic a member of
parliament for Sfax. posted a

video on social media showing
a body lying in the street and a
trail of blood.

Reaction to the post: some
with racist overtones: included
calls for African migrants to be
expelled from Sfax.

"We are going to avenge
his death}" a group of young
people chanted at the victim's

Dead fish wash up on

riverbank in droughi-hit Iraq

marshes in the floodplain of the

4

funeral on Tuesday: according
to video footage published
by a group which campaigns
against illegal immigration in
Sfax.

Clashes between migrants
and residents were reported in
several districts of the city on
Tuesday.

Security boosted

The interior  ministry
said the police and security
presence in Sfax was bolstered
after Monday's killing.

Racial tensions in Tunisia
have led to deadly violence
before. In late May: police
arrested three citizens on
suspicion of stabbing to death
a migrant from Benin.

Tunisia has seen a rise in
racially motivated attacks on
migrants and foreign students
following  President  Kais
Saied's comments in February
accusing "hordes” of illegal
migrants of bringing violence:
crime and ‘“unacceptable
practices”.

He also spoke of a "criminal

plot" to change the country's
demographic make-up.

On Tuesday: Saied visited
the interior ministry in the
capital.

A presidency statement
said he reiterated that
Tunisia "does not accept
that anyone who does not
respect its laws stays on
its territory. or uses it as a
transit country or to resettle
nationals of certain African
countries”.

With a population of 12
million; Tunisia hosts an
estimated 21,000 migrants
from other parts of Africa
representing 0.2 per cent of
the population.

While some migrants come
to Tunisia to study: many use
the country as a springboard
for attempts to reach Europe
by sea: usually to the Italian
island of Lampedusa about
130 kilometres away.

Tunisians themselves have
joined the exodus in a bid
to flee the economic crisis
in their country. which is
highly indebted and in talks
for a bailout loan from the
International Monetary Fund
(IMF).

Europe has offered funding
to help assist Tunisia's efforts
against illegal migration and
boost the economy.

Saied has repeatedly rejected
what he terms the "diktats" of
the Washington-based IMF.

Blasts In Khartoum as Sudan

army renews call for volunteers

AL MAJAR AL KABIR Iraq
Thousands of dead fish have
washed ashore in southeast Iraq

Tigris River. already suffering
from the effects of global warming.
Iraq’s agriculture ministry on

WAD MADANI
Sudan — Explosions again

prompting an official investigation

into the wildlife

disaster that

officials said on Monday may be
linked to drought conditions.

An AFP photographer saw
thousands of small fish washed
up on the banks of the Amshan
River in Majar Al Kabir: an area
in Maysan province that borders

Iran.

The region is home to fabled

Sunday announced it was forming
acommittee tolook into the causes
of the fish deaths( according to

state news agency INA.
Environmental

campaigner

Ahmed Saleh Neema said “a
rise in temperatures” leading

to increased

evaporation.

coupled with reduced water flow
contributed to “a lack of oxygen
and high salinity” in the river.
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rocked Sudan's capital
Khartoum on Monday as
the army rallied civilians
to take up arms against a
renewed onslaught by its
paramilitary foes.

The sound of artillery
fire shook the dawn in
northwest Khartoum and
progressed towards the
centre and east of the city:
witnesses told AFP.

The fighting "began at
4:00 am <02:00 GMT»> and
is still going". one resident
said.

The war-torn capital
barely saw a few hours of
respite after heavy clashes
on Sunday between troops
loyal to army chief Abdel
Fattah Al Burhan and those
of the paramilitary Rapid
Support Forces (RSF).

The army announced
on Monday it was ready
to “receive and prepare”
volunteer fighters. after

Since April 15( nearly
3.000 people have been

killed in the violence
according to the Armed
Conflict Location and
Event Data Project.

But medics warn the
death toll is likely to be
much higher. with about
two-thirds of  health
facilities in combat areas
still “out of service”.

Chadian border.

The paramilitaries
have also been identified
as the main perpetrators
of conflict-related sexual
assault by survivors in both
Darfur and Khartoum
according to the
governmental Combating
Violence Against Women
and Children Unit.

Since the conflict began:

community members in
the armed forces to desert
and join ranks with the
paramilitaries.  Children
fleeing More than half of
Sudan’s population is now
in need of aid: according to
UN figures. In addition to
food and water: people are
“also in need of protection™
the UN’s deputy special
representative for Sudan.

Jadio alre 2. Bual | SLLl! &éﬁﬁ'im‘mg’.)w‘ DA (s 5 ) guao dinad Burhan last week urged A further 2.2 million RSF fighters — highly Clementine Nkweta-
SUY @M | sall 7@ L SLidl o ALaSH addd Si I sall Sudanese “youth and all people have been displaced mobile and embedded Salamii told Saudi-owned
Wog I papall 28 i Sl &4 9 U ua)ﬁ'g& those able to defend” to within the country. with in  densely populated Al Arabiya television on

o QRN (oredebiiad join the military. another 645,000 fleeing neighbourhoods — have Sunday. She reiterated

. 392led VAAY alall A 5855 oI- ¥
1B e o5 §f G9ehg wlwd 61l (98 sllaall slil Jaalt corlial G -

War-weary civilians
have largely rejected the
calli pleading for an end to
the relentless war between

across borders: according
to  the  International
Organisation for
Migration. Darfur violence

been accused of widespread
break-ins and looting.

Late on Sunday: the RSF
announced it was cracking

appeals “to both parties”
to allow for supplies and
personnel to enter the
country and “move freely”.

- 4gld gl ddle cdllae dal sLATY Burhan and his former Darfur is home to down on “looting and Relief deliveries have

< . . i deputyc RSF commander a quarter of Sudan’s vandalism¢ particularly the been repeatedly looted

295 loge sllaall die guye o e GUH 1 971-0 Mohamed Hamdan Daglo.  population and 1is still theft of civilian cars”. and humanitarian workers

G| el |l uega 5| slaall ¢ pdge sltaall @i Later on  Monday. scarred by a two-decade The force: which traces attacked. The situation

5 laal | 4B WG] 0008 ¥ ) sl 1 ot witnesses reported the air war. its origins to the notorious has been especially horrific
v Y QUVYEIL BN PSR FA) force targeted an armoured Residents there. as well Janjaweed militia recruited in Darfurc where entire

Gs(Ye) | (oee) | Yevemviwv . . RSF convoy as it wound as the United Nations: in the early 2000s to crush neighbourhoods have been
Sz i vevovan | legh 300PC yajier  |veryivog its way from the country’s United States and othersi a rebellion by ethnic razed to the ground: cities
s [eigl Al ayal Sl Aldl dlala south towards Khartoum.  say civilians have been minority groups in Darfur. besieged and bodies left to

I p6a - o o Outside the capitale targeted and killed for their ~announced last week it had rotonthestreets. Barelyany

Al dnill dualy 31 some of the worst fighting ethnicity by the RSF and begun to try some of its humanitarian  assistance

sl Aadlone JIad has been in the vast western  allied Arab militias. “undisciplined” members.  has reached desperate

’ region of Darfur. where The RSFhasbeen accused On Monday a coalition civiliansc as aid groups

o LALAY AlaBLa ¢l o Ald udy late Sunday RSF forces of intentionally targeting of Arab tribes from South report their teams standing
“attacked the military base”  civilians in Darfurc Darfur announced in an by in neighbouring Chad:

Auadl) ¢l gt @ pate [ AL LKdlee LAL
ey 1 gidy Ao

in Nyala: the capital of
South Darfur state.

including by shooting
people fleeing towards the

online video its allegiance
to the RSF. urging

waiting for humanitarian
corridors to open.
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