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FM highlights Jordan’s strong presence
in regional, international arenas

AMMAN

Jordan enjoys a strong
presence in the Arab:
regional and international
arenasc as well as
political and diplomatic
relations that have greatly
contributed to reducing
the  repercussions of
regional conditions on
Jordanian and  Arab
interests. Deputy Prime
Minister and Foreign
Affairs Minister Ayman
Safadi said on Sunday.

Safadi's remarks came
during an event hosted
by the Greater Amman
Municipality. where the

minister reiterated the
Kingdom's unaltered
stances towards  the

Palestinian cause and the
rights of Palestinians.
Safadi added that
with the wisdom of the
Hashemite  leadership:
the awareness of the

UJ ranks among top 500 universities globally

AMMAN

The  Parliamentary
Education and Youth
Committee on Sunday
congratulated the
University of Jordan (UJ)
for its inclusion among
the top 500 universities in
the world according to the
2024 QS World University

Rankings.
The committee
also extended their
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Princess Aya to head Jordan’s

team to 15th Arab Games in Algeria

Jordanian people and the He

also

mentioned Jordan's

firm position

AMMAN

HRHPrincess AyaBintFaisali member
of the board of directors of the Jordan
Olympic Committee and president of the
Jordan Volleyball Federation: will head
Jordan's team to the 15th Arab Games:
which is scheduled to be held in Algeria
between July 5 and 15.

Princess Aya wished the members of
the Jordanian team success: the Jordan
News Agency: Petra: reported.

Secretary-General of the Jordan
Olympic Committee Rana  Saeed
expressed her optimism for a
distinguished participation in the games.

Jordan will participate in 17 sports
during this edition of the games.

strength of its institutions,

Jordan has overcome
many challenges and
difficult  circumstances

posed by regional and
international conditions:
as well the crises in the

Jordan’s rapprochement
towards  Syriac which
resulted in Damascus's
return to the Arab fold.
Safadi stressed that Jordan
is the most affected by

the crisis in Syria after

on its commitment to
employing all options to
safeguard its borders and
maintain stability in the
face of the dangers posed
by the Syrian border:
notably drug trafficking

Princess Basma Bint Ali
opens ‘Badawiat’ bazaar

region: the Jordan News
Agency: Petra; reported.

the Syrian people.
minister also reaffirmed

The

security challenges and
the presence of militias.
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congratulations to UJ for
maintaining its position as
the top-ranked university
in Jordan. Additionally.
they  recognised  the
achievements of the Jordan

University of Science and university to be listed University Rankingsstands of over 240.000 faculty
Technology. which secured among the top 500 as the only ranking system members
the second position in the universities in the world. of its kind. measuring the staff.

country and ranked 731
globally.

In a previous
statement. UJ announced
that it is the sole Jordanian

from
press

The

out of 1.500 universities
104
according to the Jordan
News Agency. Petra.

countries.

QS World

employability of graduates
from ranked universities.
It draws upon the analysis
of 17.5 million academic
papers and the insights

and academic

HRH Princess Basma Bint Alic
chairperson of the board of trustees of the
Hashemite Fund for the Development of
the Jordan Badia: on Sunday inaugurated
the “Badawiat” bazaar. organised by
the Women of Hod Al Diseh Villages
Association: the Irish embassy and Hod
Al Diseh Municipality.

The bazaar is part of ongoing support
to projects targeted by the Royal initiative
to implement development projects
in the badia regions: the Jordan News
Agency: Petra; reported. Princess Basma
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AMMAN reviewed the work and products of the

participating associations: which reflect
the nature of the region( in particular,
and the nature of the Jordanian society
more broadly. The bazaar showcases
handicrafts; embroideries: heritage and
ceramic works natural soap( aromatic
plants: sewing work and other products.

Deputy Head of the Irish Mission to
Jordan. Sarah Dooley. expressed her
country’s aspiration to provide further
support to associations and small- and
medium-sized enterprises in the Jordan
Badia.

HUNDREDS OF MEN WITH CLASSROOM TEACHING

AMMAN

Demanding employment

opportunitiesc 800 men who
hold a classroom teaching
bachelor’s degree are planning
to hold a strike this week.

The campaign was
primarily ~ launched in
response to a 2018 decision by
the Higher Education Council
(HEC)c which  restricted
employment for classroom
teacher positions to women.

The Jordan Times spoke
with some of the campaign’s
membersc who  described
the decision as “unjust” for
“killing their chances of ever
finding a decent job”.

The majority of those
participating in the strike are
over 30 years old: unemployed
and have families to support:
said Sameer Al Harahshah. the
coordinator of the campaign.

The 37-year-old graduated
in 2013 with a bachelor’s
degree in classroom teaching:
and has since been unable to
find a stable job in his field.

Harahshah has mostly
worked as a day labourer in
different fields without health
insurance or a social security

DEGREES TO HOLD STRIKE FOR FAIR EMPLOYMENT

sl :#‘ " ‘: 4

plan.

“My parents sacrificed a
lot to put me through school.
It cost JD15.000 to get my
bachelor’s degree. and it was
all for nothing. I can’t get
that money backi and I can’t
use my degree to get a job.”
Harahshah told The Jordan
Times.

There are currently
around 1,200 men who
possess bachelor’s degrees in
classroom teaching in Jordan.

Men are no longer allowed to
enrol in this major at public
universities; although some
private universities still accept
male applicants: according to
Harahshah.

The campaign organiser
noted that the HEC’s decision
was “verysudden” demanding
more coordination between
the Ministry of Higher
Education: the Civil Service
Bureau (CSB) and the Ministry
of Education.

“Why did the Ministry of
Higher Education allow me
to study this major and earn
a degree if I wasn’t allowed
to work using it?” Harahshah
said.

Fadic who preferred to
appear by his first name
only: also carries a classroom
teaching degree. and s
planning on participating in
the upcoming strike.

The 32-year-old graduated
in 2015. He has worked at on-

the-road coffee kiosks for a
salary of no more than JD150
per month: and also works as
a temporary substitute teacher
at the Ministry of Education.

“What I make is barely
enough to cover my basic
needs: let alone allow me to
get married and start a family
or save up for anything,” he
told The Jordan Times.

The campaign’s members
are demanding that the
government provide

alternatives for decent
employment opportunities.
Their suggestions include

creating positions at the
Ministry of Culture’s youth
centres or being employed as
secretaries; librarians: clerksor
any other desk jobs at various
government institutions.
Despite repeated attempts
by The Jordan Times to
contact the CSB and the
concerned ministries; officials
were unavailable to comment.
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WASHINGTON

US President Joe Biden will
head to Europe in a week's time
for a visit to Britaini the NATO
summit, and talks in Finland
with other Nordic leaders: the
White House said on Sunday.

Biden is set to depart on July
9 for Britain( and then head on
to Lithuania's capital Vilnius
for the meeting of NATO
leaders: followed by a one-
day visit to Helsinki. the White
House said in a statement.

The NATO summit comes
as the Western military
alliance seeks to admit Sweden
whose membership bid has
been blocked by Turkey and
Hungaryc and as Ukraine
intensifies its campaign to join
amid Russia's invasion.

2023 35 (4) B3
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Finland became a full
member of the bloc earlier this
year.

Before heading to Europe:
Biden will host Swedish Prime
Minister Ulf Kristersson at the
White House on Wednesday
to discuss Stockholm’s NATO
ambitions.

Sweden asked to join the
military alliance in May
2022, three months after
Russia invaded Ukraine. Top
diplomats from Turkey and
Sweden will meet on Thursday:
the day after Kristersson’s
White House visit: at NATO
headquarters in Brussels.

Turkey ultimately dropped
objections to Finland joining
earlier in the year.

But  Turkish  President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan last

wrieliiil

Biden to travel to UK, NATO summit, Finland

week denounced Stockholm
for allowing a protest during
which a man burned pages
from the Koran: further
clouding Sweden’s prospects.
Western allies and
Stockholm have insisted that
Sweden has met the terms
of a deal to join the alliance
agreed to with Ankara last

year.
Ukraine’s NATO push
Ukrainian President

Volodymyr Zelensky said

Saturday he wanted his country
to receive an “invitation” at the
Vilnius summit to join NATO
once the war with Moscow is
over.

“We need a very clear and
understandable signal at the
Vilnius summit that Ukraine
can become an equal member

of NATO after the war.”
he told reporters in Kyiv
alongside  Spanish  Prime
Minister Pedro Sanchez.

“This invitation to the
alliance is the firstc very
practical step: it would be very
important for us.”

The stop in London will offer
the veteran Democrat a chance
to meet with King Charles
I1I for the first time since the
monarch’s coronation: as well
as hold more talks with British
Prime Minister Rishi Sunak: a
month after his Washington
visit.

Biden  will seek to
“further strengthen the close
relationship” with Britain( the
White House said: adding that
more details about the trip will
be announced soon.

world

US rejoins UNESCO:.
reversing Trump withdrawal

Former president Donald
Trump announced in 2017 that
he was pulling the United States
out of UNESCO: accusing the
body of bias against Israel. The
decision took effect in 2018.

An extraordinary session of the
UN body's General Assembly on
Friday voted overwhelmingly for
the return of the United States.
A total of 132 members voted
in favour. 10 against while 15
abstained.

"It is so important for us to
rejoine to be part of this very
very  important  multilateral
organisation:" Denise Bauer: the
US ambassador to France told
AFP.
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PARIS

The United States on Friday
rejoined UNESCO. which it
had quit during the Trump
administration. despiteopposition
from Russia and China.
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25 dead after bus catches fire in India

MUMBAI
At least 25 people
were killed and eight

others injured after a bus
caught fire overnight on
an expressway in western
India on Saturday: police
said.

The bus was travelling
to the city of Pune when it
hit a pole and overturned
after midnight; causing
its diesel tank to catch
fire. senior police officer
Baburao Mahamuni told
AFP.

"There were about 3035-
people in the bus. Twenty-
five people have died and
eight others are injured."
he said.

The injured: including
the bus driver. have been
admitted to a hospital
near the site of the crash
in  Maharashtra  state:
about 400 kilometres east
of India's financial capital
Mumbai.

Police said they had
launched an inquiry into
the crash.

“The priority at this
moment is to identify the
bodies and hand them over
to their family members.”
local media quoted police
superintendent Sunil
Kadasane as saying.

Images showed the bus
engulfed in flames and later
the charred remains of the
vehicle overturned on the

highway.

Three children were
among the dead: a police
officer told reporters.

“Deeply saddened by the
devastating bus mishap in
Buldhana,” Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said on
Twitter.

“My  thoughts and
prayers are with the
families of those who lost
their lives. May the injured
recover soon.”

Maharashtra Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde
said he felt “deep grief”
over the accident and
pledged compensation of
500,000 rupees ($6:100) to

the families of those killed.

Accidents are common
on India’s vast network of
roads¢ which are poorly
maintained and notoriously
dangerous. The  main
causes are excessive speed:
not wearing helmets —
sales of two-wheelers far
outstrip those of cars —
and not using seatbelts.

India accounts for 11
per cent of the global road
death toll despite having
just one percent of the
world’s vehicles: according
to a World Bank report
released in 2021.

The same report
estimated 150,000 car crash

fatalities in India annually:
or one person every four
minutes. It added that road
crashes cost the Indian
economyaround $75billion
each year. with medical
expenses and loss of income
driving many accident
survivors into  poverty.
In May: at least 21 people
died when a bus veered off
abridge in India/ reportedly
after the driver fell asleep at
the wheel.

And last October: atleast
31 people were killed after
a bus carrying wedding
guests veered off the road
and fell into a deep gorge in
northern India.

Fighting shakes Khartoum
as displaced battle disease

KHARTOUM

Fierce fighting between
the forces of rival generals
shook the Sudanese capital
Khartoum on Sunday as
disease and malnutrition
threatened  the  rising
number of displaced.

Khartoum residents said
they were shaken awake
by warplanes and "violent
fighting" between forces
loyal to army chief Abdel
Fattah Al Burhan and the
paramilitary Rapid Support
Forces (RSF).

Witnesses told AFP a
police base and the state
television building in the
capital's northwest were
under attack by the RSF.
who said they had shot
down an army MiG fighter.

In central Khartoum:

others saw ‘"scores of
RSF  vehicles"  driving
towards the vicinity of "the
Armoured Corps".

Since  April 15 the
war between Burhan and
his former deputy: RSF
commander Mohamed
Hamdan Daglo: has killed
nearly 3.000 people and
displaced 2.2 million within
the country. with another
645,000 fleeing  across
borders. according to the
International Organisation
for Migration.

"The situation is grave."
the medical charity
Doctors Without Borders
(MSF) said in a statement
detailing the hardships of
displaced Sudanese stuck
in nine camps in White
Nile State which borders

South Sudan. In addition
to Khartoum: the worst
fighting has been in the
western region of Darfur
where residentsi as well
as the United Nations:
United States and others:
say civilians have been
targeted and killed for their
ethnicity by the RSF and
allied Arab militias.

The death toll is believed
to be much higher than
recorded. as the World
Health Organisation says
about two-thirds of health
facilities are "out of service"
in combat-affected areas.

Many injured people are
unable to reach hospitals:
and bodies lie rotting in
the streets of Khartoum
and Darfur. A record 25
million people in Sudan

need humanitarian aid and
protection. the UN says.
“Hundreds of thousands
of people. most of them
women and children”: pack
camps that stretch out from
the south of Khartoum all
the way to the border with
South Sudan MSF said.
“Thereare suspected cases of
measlesc and malnutrition
among  children  has
become a vital health
emergency. ‘From June 6
to 7 we treated 223 children
with suspected measles:
72 were hospitalised and
13 have died:” MSF said.
The war has smashed the
country’s already fragile
infrastructure: leaving
residents short of water and
electricity in the oppressive
summer heat.
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