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Edraak, Crescent Petroleum launch Career
Compass Pathway to empower youth

Amman

Edraaki the  Arab
World's leading nonprofit
platform  for  online
skilling and training: has
expanded its partnership
with Crescent Petroleum:
the oldest and largest
privately held oil and gas
company in the Middle
East: to launch the Career
Compass Pathway aimed
at helping up to 1 million
young people to find
better jobs and prepare
for a new world of work.

The Career Compass
Pathway will deliver four
online modules: which
include Digital Literacy:
CV Writing: Job Search
Skillss and  Interview
Skills; focusing on the
essential job skills for
future success in the
workplace: how to stand
out as a candidate how
to interview: and how to
thrive at work.

The Arabic-language
coursesc which  were
launched today: are free

MINIS

of charge to all users who
register. and those who
successfully  complete
the four courses will
receive a certificate of
completion.

Youth unemployment
in MENA reaches 30% in
some parts of the region:
the highest anywhere in
the world. It has emerged
as the leading challenge
facing governments
and policymakers in the
region: and the effects of
the COVID-19 pandemic
have only exacerbated the
situation for new entrants
into the job market. The
Career Compass Pathway
aims to equip young
people with the skills to
enable them to succeed in
the modern workplace.

Industry research has
highlighted that the single
biggest impediment to
youth employment is
the soft skills required
in modern office life.
Crescent Petroleum has
long invested resources in

TER REC

outreach efforts across the
region to empower young
people and to close the
skills gap many of them
face in the new world of
work.

Crescent Petroleum
and Edraak aim to reach
one million enrollments
with the Career
Compass Pathway to
enable young people
across the MENA
region to reach their full
potential. The Edraak
Career Readiness
Program launched by
the partners in 2020
saw more than 400,000
registrants for coursesin
basic office IT. English
for the Workplace: and
overall professional
workplace presentation
and appearance.

Majid  Jafarc CEO
of Crescent Petroleum
said: "We have long been
focused on enabling the
region’s young people to
grow and reach their full
potential. This program

of online courses aims
to help 1 million young
people across the Arab
World to become more
employable. find better
work and improve their
future."

Bassem Saad
Chairman of Edraak
expressed pride for the
enduring educational
partnership between
Crescent Petroleum
and Edraak in support
of youth employment
needsc "Linkages  in

skills development and
the  requirements of
the private sector are a
critical bridge to creating
a pathway from education
to employment. Edraak
is thrilled to see the
successes of Arab youth
completing this program
with a competitive set of
high-demand skills. "

The Edraak Career
Compass can be found at
https://www.edraak. org/
programs/specialization/
crl01-vv3/
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Jordan pavilion at Fancy Food
Show 2023 commenced

Amman

Jordanian  Exporters  Association
(JEA) Vice President Ahmad Al-Khudari
has inaugurated the Kingdom's pavilion
participating in Fancy Food Show 2023,
which commenced on Sunday in New
York City.

According to a statement issued
by JEA on Monday: some 13 major
Jordanian companies specializing in
the production of Arab desserts. spices
thyme: nutsc and coffee are currently
taking part in the three-day fair.

Al-Khudari expressed the association's
desire to continuously organize Jordan's
involvement in such exhibitions:
consideringitthelargestspecialized event
in food and beverages in North America
that attracts exhibitors and visitors from
various countries worldwide.

Additionally. he emphasized that the
association's participation in the expo is
part of its plans and programs to enable
the national industry to explore new
markets.

Jordan»s oil

Furthermore; Al-Khudarl noted that
the event serves as a key commercial
platform and opportunity for national
corporations to stay up-to-date with
the latest developments in the food and
beverage industry: exchange experiences
and expertise; and seek to conclude
commercial deals.

JEA general directorc Halim Abu
Rahma¢ highlighted the impressive
turnout of traders and visitors at the
Jordanian pavilion: noting that the
local industries have gained an excellent
reputationin the U. S. market: leveraging
from the advantages of the free trade
agreement (FTA) signed between the
two countries.

It is worth noting that Jordan signed
an FTA with the U.S. in 2000 aimed
at fostering friendship and economic:
trade. and investment cooperation.

During the first quarter of 2023
national exports to the U.S. increased
by 8% to reach JD394 million: compared
to JD365 million for the same period last
year. according to official data.

bill drops by

7.9 in first tertile of 2023

Amman

The Kingdom's bill of crude oik
derivatives and mineral oils dropped
by 7.9 percent in the first tertile of
2023 to reach JD985 million compared
to JD1.069 billion in the same period
of 2022 according to Department of
Statistics (DoS) figures.

Fuel and mineral oils topped the

list of the Kingdom's imports of oil
derivatives in the first tertile of 2023,
amounting to JD310 million: followed
by crude petroleum with JD225 million.
petroleum gases with JD222 million.
diesel with JD216 million and lubricants
with JD11 million: according to foreign
trade data released by the department on
Monday.

Education Minister honors
physical fithess award winners

Amman

Deputizing for His Majesty the King
Minister of Education Azmi Muhafzah
honored the winners ofthe King Abdullah
I Award for Physical Fitness in its 17th
edition in which more than 805,127
male and female students from 3,248
public: private and military education
schools competed.

During the ceremony: held in the
Palace of Culture at Al-Hussein Youth
City. the minister handed medals
and diplomas to 36 male and female
students: who captured first and second
places within the 917- age group: 5
top achievers with special needs: in
addition to 3 education directorates and
9 schools.

CEIVES REPORT ON JOURNALISM
GRADUATES TRAINING PROJECT

Amman

Minister of Government
Communication and government
spokesperson Faisal Shboul received
on Monday from Director General
of the Royal Health Awareness
Society (RHAS) Amal Arefej a
report on a health media training
joint project for journalism and
media graduates.

Shboulemphasized thatthe project
is part of a number of programs
that the Ministry of Government
Communication is working on to
develop the media environment and
enhance the flow of information
to the public and the local media
pointing out that this project
provided fully paid theoretical and
practical training opportunities in 12
media institutions for 41 graduates
of journalism and media.

The projectt he indicated:
achieved important results: the
most prominent of which was
the employment of a quarter of
those graduates in various media
institutions: in addition to the
production of 352 visuali written,
audio and digital health media
materials.

Shboul hailed the Jordan Media
Institute, the academic partner in
designing the project: as well as the
donors: including the International

Diabetes Federation: the United
Nations International Children's
Emergency Fund: Radio Netherlands
Worldwide: and the International
Relief Committee; commending the
role of local media institutions that
hosted the trainees over a period of
six months.

Highlighting the importance of
the partnership between the RHAS:
an initiative of Her Majesty Queen
Rania Al Abdullah: and the Ministry
of Government Communication:
Arefej said she was looking forward
to designing other programs to
enhance the work of media and
health journalism in the coming
period.

Shboul also received: during his
meeting with Arefej. an evaluation
study on designing a project to train
journalism and media graduates
in the field of health media and
its most prominent results and
recommendations offered to the
relevant authorities.

The study showed the extent of the
benefit achieved by measuring the
impact of theoretical and practical
training on the participants and the
extent of their benefit in developing
competencies: skills and strengths.
which can be wused to design
future training programs targeting
journalism and media graduates.
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Amman

Jordan's woodworking and
furniture sector is facing a lack
of protection against foreign
imports. which have reached
significant  levels  despite
the competitiveness of local
products in terms of quality
and pricesc according to the
Jordan Chamber of Industry
(Jco).

A report obtained by
the Jordan News Agency
(Petra) on Monday revealed
that foreign products
accounted for 43 percent
of the country's furniture
and woodworking market:
posing a major challenge to
the competitiveness of the
national product both locally
and regionally.

The woodworking
and furniture sector is
considered one of the most
important industrial sectors
in Jordan: closely linked to
the construction and urban
sectors. Its products are
utilized in restaurants; hotels.
schools: hospitals: and various
economic activities.

The report highlighted that
the sector is labor-intensive:
employing 8:500 workers: with
the majority being Jordanians:
constituting over 90 percent
of the total workforce. The
sector comprises 2,140
establishments spread
across the kingdom: with an
investment volume of nearly
JD300 million.

In terms of productivity:
the sector is recognized as
one of the leading sectors:
characterized by high added
value and skilled labor with
artistic and creative abilities.
Its  production  amounts
to around JD321 million:
representing 1.8 percent of the

Civil Service Bureau honours winners
of 14th Ideal Employee Awards

AMMAN

el
JCI: Imports hinder local woodworking
manufacturing counterparts
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total industrial production in
Jordan: with an added value
accounting for 40 percent of
the total production.

Exports from the
woodworking and furniture
sector reached approximately
JD34  million in 2022
contributing 0.45 percent to
the kingdom's total industrial
exports. The sector's products
reached more than 70 countries
worldwide: encompassing over
60 different product types.

Saudi Arabia ranked as the
largest importer of Jordanian
furniture products: accounting
for 31.7 percent. followed by
Iraq with 13 percent of the
sector's total exports.

Roadmap.

The report emphasized
that the woodworking and
furniture sector is a highly
skilled craft sector. with over
95 percent of establishments
being  craft-based.  Skilled
labor plays a crucial role:
characterized by high skills
precision and  creativity:
contributing to the sector's
excellence and  enhanced
competitiveness in local and
international markets.

Initially. the  furniture
industry in Jordan started with
small workshops: but it has
expanded to include a chain
of large-scale production
facilities meeting a significant
portion of the local market's

needs and catering to export
markets. Additionally. the
sector is interconnected with
other sectors, providing a rich
environment for investment
and entrepreneurship.

The report highlighted that
the furniture industry in the
kingdom keeps pace with
the latest designs and trends
in targeted markets. New
designs and techniques are
developed to satisfy consumer

preferences: incorporating
the latest technologies and
advanced  equipment  to
meet international quality
standards.  Moreover. the
sector utilizes high-quality
wood and raw materials

enabling Jordanian products
to enter the export market.
The sector faces several
challenges. according to the
report: including issues with

importing raw  materials
insufficient  availability — of
resources to support the

production process: and high
production costs: particularly
energyexpenses, whichaccount
for 60 percent of the sector's
total production volume.
Other challenges include the
absence of financing programs
and incentives specifically
targeting the sector: as well as
the lack of advanced marketing
and promotion programs
and systems. These factors

LOCAL

significantlylimit the product's
accesstointernationalmarkets:
alongside complexities related
to registration and multiple
regulatory authorities.

However: the report also
highlighted several potentials
and opportunities for the
sector in foreign markets:
estimating the value of
untapped export opportunities
at around $31 million in
various countries worldwide.
North America has emerged
as a promising market for
Jordan's woodworking and
furniture  sector. offering
clear export opportunities.
The demand for high-quality
and  distinctive  furniture
designs in North America
presents a significant avenue
for  Jordanian  exporters
to  capitalize on. To
penetrate foreign markets
effectively.  the report
recommends that Jordanian
furniture manufacturers
explore partnerships and
collaborations ~ with  local
distributors and retailers.
Establishing strong networks
and distribution channels
will facilitate the introduction
of Jordanian products to
a broader customer Dbase.
Additionally: the report urged
that participation in trade
exhibitions and specialized
fairs focused on furniture
and interior design can serve
as platforms to showcase the
sector's capabilities and attract
potential buyers. Addressing
the challenge of high
production costs is also crucial
by exploring renewable energy
options and implementing
energy-efficient practices to
reduce costs and bolster the
sector's competitiveness in the
global market.

Trade deficit down by 2.7pct

in first tertile of 2023

Deputising for Prime Minister
Bisher Khasawneh: Minister of
State for Prime Ministry Affairs
Ibrahim Jazi on Sunday attended
a ceremony to honour the winners
of the Civil Service Bureau's (CSB)
14th edition of the Ideal Employee
Awards.

In his address: Jazi said that His
Majesty King Abdullah's vision
to develop the state's political
economic and public sectors can
be realised through an integrated
programme of reform and
administrative = modernisation.
the Jordan News Agency: Petra
reported.

He also noted that the
government adopted the Public
Sector Modernisation Roadmap
to be implemented within a
systematic approach and clear
timeframes.

For her part: Nisreen
Barakat. chair of the award
selection committee: said that
developing the performance of
human resources in civil service
is one of the most important
elements of the government's
Public Sector Modernisation

Barakat explained that the
award is held in accordance with
the standards( priorities and
foundations of the modern civil
service, pointing out that the
award winners’ efforts are reflected
in their work performance and the
performance of their colleagues

while providing services to
citizens.

CSB President Sameh Nasser
said  that 171  employees:
representing 70 out of 97

government departments. were
nominated: including 23 who
were winners across different
categories; with almost 33 per
cent working in government
institutions outside of Amman
Governorate.

Nasser stressed that there
are distinguished departments
that have won in more than 10
editions of the award: including
the National Agricultural
Research Centre and Ministry of
Education: urging other public
departments to follow suit in
order to achieve 100 per cent
participation of all ministries and
public departments.

Amman

Jordan's trade
which is the difference
between the value of
imports and total exports:
in the first tertile of 2023
slightly dropped by 2.7
percent to JD2.94 billion
against JD3.023 billion in
the same period of 2022
according to official figures
released Monday.

Total exports also rose by
2.3 percent in the January-
April  period of 2023
standing at JD2.872 billion
from JD2.809 billion in
the corresponding period

deficit:

of last year. the monthly
report by the Department
of Statistics (DoS). which

covers
revealed.

The Kingdom’s national
exports picked up by
4 percent to JD2.682
billion in the first tertile
of 2023. compared with
JD2.579 billion during the
same period of last year:
according to the data.

The value of re-exports
stood at JD190 million
by the end of Aprik
constituting a 17.2 percent
drop: compared to JD230
million in the same period

foreign  trade

of last year.

As for imports. their
value amounted to JD5.813
billion a minor decrease
of 0.3 percent compared to
the same period last year:
which stood at JD5.832
billion.

According  to  the
report; total exports in
April 2023 declined by
11.8 percent amounting to
JD652.6 million from the
figure reported during the
same month of last year.
Similarly: national exports
in April dropped by 11.9
percent to JD605.8 million
compared with the figure

reported during the same
month of last year.

The value of re-exports
was at JD46.8 million in
April of the current year:
constituting an 11 percent
drop compared to the
same period of last year:
while imports amounted to
JD1.299 billion: a decrease
of 16.5 percent compared
to the same month last
year.

The trade balance deficit
stood at JD646.5 million:
decreasing in April 2023
by 20.8 percent compared
to the same month of last
year.
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