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Water Ministry affirms progress of
Balqa wastewater treatment plant

Amman

The Ministry of Water
and Irrigation/the Water
Authority on Sunday
issued a  statement
confirming the smooth
progress of the Balqa
wastewater treatment
plantc encountering no
major disruptions.

The Balqa wastewater
treatment plant. valued
at €75 million( aims to
establish a cutting-edge
treatment plant with a
capacity of 54.000 cubic
meters; based on the
Design Build¢ Operate
(DBO) principle. The
funding for this initiative
includes a €60 million
loan from the French
Development Agency
(AFD) and a €15 million
grant from the European
Union.

The ministry

reiterated its unwavering
commitmenttothesuccess
of the project: which holds
the primary objective of
retiring the existing Al-
Baq'a treatment plant.
The current plant has
posed environmental
and societal challenges
due to operating at its
maximum capacity.
By decommissioning
the Al-Baq'a plant. the
project aims to mitigate
these impacts and
enhance environmental
conditions. Additionally:
the project seeks to
decommission the Ain Al-
Basha pumping station:
further improving the
environmental situation
in the area.

The new treatment
plant will adhere to
stringent standards and
specifications;  ensuring

optimal  performance.
Moreover, it will serve
over 60 newly developed
residential areas across
various parts of the Balqa
Governorate: catering to
the needs of approximately
622,000 residents by the
year 2040.

While acknowledging
certain objections
raised by members of
the public regarding
the chosen location of
the treatment plant; the
ministry assured that
the project remains
unaffected. To address
concerns and facilitate

smooth execution in
accordance with the
established  plan/ a
dedicated technical
committee has been

formed to ensure that
the project progresses
efficiently and upholds

the defined objectives.

Furthermore: the
ministry extended the
deadline for submitting
bids for the construction
of transmission lines
leading to the new
treatment plant until July
25, 2023. All interested
parties are requested to
submit their proposals
to the Water Authority:
which will oversee the
project's execution.

With a positive outlook:
the ministry expressed its
confidence in completing
all necessary procedures
promptly. By considering
expert recommendations
and adhering to the
established timeline:
the ministry anticipated
commencing the
implementation ~ phase
before the conclusion of
the current year.

Saudi Arabia is promising market for
Jordanian food industry, say Pundits

Amman

Industrial experts have
confirmed that the Saudi
market is one of the key
promising markets for the
growth of Jordanian food
exports in light of the
strong and deep-rooted ties
between the two countries:
in addition to their
geographic proximity.

Speaking at the Saudi
Food Show 2023 held at
the Riyadh International
Convention and
Exhibition Center with
the participation of 100

nations. they emphasized
the significance of taking
part in foreign exhibitions
to  promote  national
industries and explore new
markets.

A total of 18 local
corporations specializing in
food industries participated
in the exhibitioni with
technical support from the
USAID-funded  Business
Growth Activity project.
as indicated in a statement
by the Jordanian Exporters
Association  (JEA) on
Sunday.

The experts also
highlighted the impressive
turnout of traders and
visitors at the Jordanian
pavilion: noting that the
Jordanian  involvement
in the expo played a
crucial role in establishing
agreements as a precursor
to signing contracts for
the supply of national

products.

JEA Director General
Halim Abu Rahma
underscored  that  the

association is developing
clear plans and programs

to assist industrialists and
exporters in  accessing
new markets through
permanent involvement in
specialized  international
fairsc and  organizing
workshops and meetings.

Established in 1988
JEA seeks to support the
export of industrial sector
products and services
promote Jordanian
products in various global
markets¢ participate  in
foreign exhibitions: and
hold specialized seminars
and dialogues.
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Interior Minister: Jordan remains
stable amid regional turmoil

Amman

Interior Minister Mazen Faraya said
on Saturday Jordan remained strong and
stable despite the challenges posed by
regional turmoili noting his ministry's
role in promoting the national economy.

Inapaneldiscussion held by the Jordan
Economic Forum on the ministry's role
in supporting the economy with the
participation of parliament members:
Faraya gave an overview of his ministry's
economic  contributions: including
the visa e-service to help attract more
investments to the Kingdom.

He also cited accrediting the US and
Schengen visas for entry to Jordan along

with issuing 5-year visas« noting the
ministry's switch to digital services to
facilitate the issuance and extension of
residence permits for investors and their
families.

The interior minister also referred
to facilities offered to tour companies
to help Syrian refugees in Europe: the
US and Canada to reunite with their
families in Syria and stay with them
in Jordan for one month: adding that
more than 45,000 Syrians in western
countries have visited the Kingdom this
year.

He also spoke about the ministry's
efforts to fight racketeering.

Extremist settlers break
into Al-Aqsa Mosque

Jerusalem

Dozens of Jewish extremist settlers on
Sunday stormed Al-Aqgsa Mosque/ al-
Haram al- Sharif compound in occupied
East Jerusalem.

In a statement: the General Islamic
Endowments Department in Jerusalem
indicated that the settlers carried out
today’s raids through al-Magharebah
Gate under the heavy protection of

Israeli policec who restricted Muslim
worshippers' access to the mosque.

"The settlers toured the mosque’s
yards: listened to explanations about
the purported 'Temple Mount'
and provocatively performed their
Talmudic rituals in the Bab al-Rahma
area and in front of the Dome of the
Rock before they left from Al-Silsila
Gate." it added.

Canadian scholar explores
souvenir market pitfalls

AMMAN

Tourists partaking in the Holy Land
souvenir market base their willingness
to purchase an artefact on more than
just price as they look to its symbolic
contribution as a sign of social status or
empowerment of their religious faith.
said a Canadian scholar.

Souvenir buyers can be roughly
divided into two categories: Low-
end and high-end: according to
Morag Kersel from Chicago DePaul
Universityc who for many years
followed illicit trade of artefacts from
the Middle East. Holy Land.

“Low-end buyers are typically
backpackers:  religious pilgrims.
students and charter tourists to the
area who want to leave with a small

inexpensive reminder or gift related
to their trip. High-end buyers are
traditionally ~wealthier individuals
willing to make larger financial
investments for the highest quality
pieces.” said Kersel. The archaeological
artefacts being “consumed” can often
be considered souvenirs. particularly
those procured by low-end tourists:
Kersel continued: adding that a
souvenir functions as a memory: a
remembrance and plays an integral
part in a tourist experience. Souvenirs:
often commodities produced and sold
in response to market demand: have
been the subject of much research:
particularly the tripartite relationship
between tourism retailing shopping
habits and purchasing: she said.

SHAMALI INSPECTS MARKETS, ASSESSES
AVAILABILITY, PRICES OF POULTRY PRODUCTS

AMMAN

Minister of Industry: Trade and Supply and Minister
of Labour Yousef Al Shamali on Saturday conducted
visits to various markets: including specialised chicken
retailers: to assess the availability and prices of poultry

products.

During his tour, Shamali examined the quantity of
chicken available in the local market and assessed the

competition among producers and retailers.

He urged market inspectors from the ministry
to continue monitoring commercial establishments
and places where fresh chicken and poultry products
are sold to ensure an ample supply: according to Al

Mamlaka TV.

The ministry is committed to take any necessary
actions to preserve price stability and prevent any

unjustifiable surge in prices: he affirmed.

He also highlighted that the ministry's investigations
have revealed that the increase in chicken prices can
be attributed to a significant loss of poultry due to

fluctuating weather conditions.

The National Society of Consumer Protection
(NSCP) urged the Ministry of Industry. Trade and
Supply to implement fair price ceilings for all varieties
of chicken. The NSCP cited an increase in prices that
does not align with production costs during this time of

year: according to Al Mamlaka TV.

Mohammed Obaidat:
emphasised that if prompt action is not taken and prices
remain high: the option of a boycott will be considered.

The public will be urged to refrain from purchasing
and consuming chicken in any form for a specific
period: until prices revert to their previous levels. he

said.

the

NSCP  president:
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FM receives US Assistant Secretary of State

Amman

Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Foreign Affairs and
Expatriatesc Ayman Safadi. on
Saturday received US Assistant
Secretary of State for Near
Eastern Affairs. Barbara Leaf.

Safadi and Leaf affirmed
the depth of the strategic
partnership between Jordan
and the United States: and
its importance in achieving
security and stability in the

region.
Safadi expressed
appreciation for the US

support to Jordan to help it
face economic challenges and
regional crises repercussions.

Leaf stressed the importance
of Jordan's role in efforts to
resolve regional crises.

Safadi and the US official
discussed  regional  issues:
including the Palestinian cause:

Awqaf Minister checks on 48- Arab
pilgrims conditions in Mecca

efforts to resolve the Syrian
crisisc and the Syrian refugees
burdens.

Safadi stressed the
importance of the US leading
role in efforts to stop the
dangerous deterioration in
the  occupied  Palestinian
territories: and to achieve calm
a step towards finding a real
political horizon for resolving
the conflict on the basis of
the two-state solution in
accordance with international
legitimacy resolutions and
approved references.

The foreign minister called
for stopping all illegal measures
that undermine the two-state
solution, and implementing the
commitments of the Aqaba and
Sharm El-Sheikh meetings.

Safadi stressed the
importance  of  activating
targeted efforts to reach a

political solution to the Syrian
crisis¢ pointing out to the Arab
efforts that were launched
after the Jeddah and Amman
meetings.  to contribute
to reaching this solution
according to the step-by-step
methodology and in line with
UN Resolution 2254.

He also called for
intensifying efforts to create
the necessary  conditions
for the voluntary and safe
return of Syrian refugees. and
warned of the decline in their
international support. host
countries and United Nations
organizations.

Safadi and Leaf agreed
to  continue  cooperation:
coordination and joint action
to enhance the solid friendship
between Jordan and the United
States. and in efforts to resolve
regional crises.

PSD steps up efforts at border

Mecca

Minister of Awqaf and Islamic
Affairs and Holy Sitess Head
of Jordanian Hajj missions:
Mohammad Khalaileh  on
Saturday that the Ministry is
responsible for the 48-Arab
pilgrims. and that His Majesty
King Abdullah's directives have
always been to provide the best
services and provide means of
comfort for Jordanian and 48-
Arab pilgrims.

"The ministry's cadres pay great
attention to the 48- Arab pilgrims
to perform their Hajj rituals with
ease." Khalaileh said during a visit
to residences of 48- Arab pilgrims
in the holy city of Mecca on

Saturday.

He pointed out that the
administrative mission is working
in full swing to provide 48-Arab
pilgrims with all services.

For his partt Head of the
Higher Coordination Committee
for 48-Arab pilgrims. Salim
Shalata; expressed appreciation
for King Abdullah's support to the
Palestinian cause and people.

Shalata ~ commended  the
significant coordination:
cooperation and facilities provided
by the Ministry of Awqaf and its
cadres to the 48-Arab pilgrims:
and lauded the level of services
and cooperation of the Ministry
mission's cadres.

crossings ahead of holidays

Amman normal following jams it home via Omari postt with concerned national

The Public Security caused by a large number as 19.000 vehicles crossed institutions in this respect.
Directorate (PSD) said of visitors at the weekend last week and an additional He said that travelers
Saturday it is stepping up before the holidays: said 11.000in the past48 hours. were mainly Jordanian
efforts to facilitate travel Col. Samer Nasrawin Nasrawin  said  the expatriates and  Arabs
at border posts; which saw Director of the Omari PSD director general had returning to their countries
congestions ahead of the Border crossing with Saudi instructed personnel at as well as tourists; adding
Eid Al Adha holidays. Arabia. the Kingdom's border that the robust cross-

The entry of travelers to Hesaid thatabout 44,000 posts  for  additional border travel coincided
Jordan through the border travelerss many of them facilities to ensure with the school summer
posts is going smoothly Jordanian expatriates in smooth  traveli noting holiday and the Eid Al
today as it returned to Gulf Arab countriest made the close coordination Adha Feast.

Abdul Aziz Al Ghurair Refugee Education Fund
announces 5th round of grants to programmes
that tackle refugee skills gap, unemployment

AMMAN

In response to the
increasing educational
barriers that vulnerableand
refugee youth face in the
region. the Abdul Aziz Al
Ghurair Refugee Education
Fund has announced its

Price of 21-karat gold records JD39.2
per gramme in local market

Amman

Prices of 21-karat gold: the highest
demand at local market: on Saturday
stood at JD39.20 per gramme: as
purchasing price: against JD37.50 as
selling price.

Jordan Jewelers Association’s
Secretary General Ribhy Allan. told
Jordan News Agency (Petra) that the
price of 24-karat and 18-karat gold
amounted to JD46.20 and JD34.80
respectively.

The price of a Rashadi lira
weighing seven grammes: stood at
JD284, while an English lira; which
weighs eight grammes reached
JD315. Allan said. Allan said that
projections show that the demand
for gold jewelry in the coming days
will pick up: as Eid Al-Adha in
nearing: and the social events season
will kick off. Gold prices in global
markets on Friday reached $1.921
per ounce: Allan added.

FM follows up on condition
of Jordanians in Russia

Amman

The Ministry of Foreign Affairsand
Expatriates said Saturday it has been
in coordination with the Jordanian
embassy in Moscow since Friday to
check on the condition of Jordanians
in Russia "in light of the current

developments there". The ministry's
official spokesman Sinan Majali
said that the Jordanian embassy:
through its database: reached out to
Jordanian citizens who are residing
or are studying in Russia to inquire
about their situation.

fifth round of grants to
tackle the skills gaps and
unemployment.

The fund. in a statement.
said that it will invite
proposals in the following
months for high-impact
programmes that prioritise
market-driven skill
building and development
for vulnerable Arab youth
in Jordan and Lebanon. as
well as youth from conflict-
affected countries residing
in the UAE.

The refugee
unemployment rates
reached an alarming 48 per
cent in 2022. with refugees
earning an average of just
$3.50 per day. intensifying
poverty in Lebanon and
Jordan. the fund said in the
statement.

It was against this
background last year in
June. that the fund decided
to extend grants for another
three years. After careful
selection. from a pool of
62 applicants. the fund
provided grants to nine
local. regional and global
institutions including
Borderless. UNICEF
Jordan. War Child Holland.
UNHCR Lebanon.
Luminus. INJAZ. Hussein

Technical University.
LOTUS. and LASER. to
work towards educational
and upskilling programmes
for the refugee youth and
host community.

The fund. administered
by the Abdulla Al Ghurair
Foundation. was set up
in 2018. by Abdul Aziz
Al  Ghurair to ensure
continued education for
displaced and vulnerable
Arab youth in the region.

The initial aim of the
fund was to provide access
to high-quality education
t0 20.000 youth in the target
geographical areas. Jordan.
and Lebanon. being home
to the highest number of
refugees per capita in the
world.

However. the youth
unemployment rate in
the MENA region has
stubbornly remained at 26
per cent. among the highest
in the world for the past
two decades. making it a
compelling case for the fund

to extend the grants for an
additional three years.
With a key focus on

impact-driven projects
and multi-sectoral
partnerships. the fund
in the last four years. has
awarded more than AED
120 million in grants
supporting 62.000 refugee
youth. of which 50 per
cent of the participants are
women.

The  fund’s  efforts
have contributed to the
current success of the
programmes leading to
refugee employment rates
whereby 76 per cent and
58 per cent of participants
are employed in Jordan and
Lebanon respectively. the
statement said.

Abdul Aziz Al Ghurair.
the chairman of the
Abdulla Al  Ghurair
Foundation. and  the
Refugee Education Fund.
said: “We are determined
to support and encourage
youth to be the front-

runners of a developed
future. With a constant rise
in competent workforce
demands. our focus lies on
empowering the refugee
Arab youth to acquire
the right knowledge to
curate their aptitudes and
advance their skill sets.
We hope to select partners
and grantees that will work
directly with the refugees
to help drive ‘real’ change
and welcome programmes
that have  pioneering
approaches to bridging
education gaps. catalysing
employment. and career
progression -  enabling
refugee youth to become
confident and empowered
leaders.”

The fifth round of grants
will place a strong focus
on the importance of data
collection and evaluation.
to continuously explore
solutions and  address
challenges in an agile
manner for the betterment
of the refugee youth.
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