Jordams Culinary Journey:
Embracing Sustainable
Gastronomy to Stem Food Waste
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Former public servant imprisoned for 3
years on threat, intimication charges

Amman

A public servant has
been sentenced to three
years of imprisonment
by a judicial body at
the Amman Criminal
Court. following charges
of physical threat and
intimidation. including a
threat to behead a citizen.

The court ruled that the
official had overstepped

legal boundaries by
imposing  his  power
through unwarranted
aggression and  scare
tactics.

The 25-year-old was
found guilty on two out
of the seven charges
brought forward by
the Public Prosecution.
He was convicted for

the misdemeanors of
displaying ~ force  or
threatening violence.

and for resisting public
servants.

This verdict can be
challenged through an
appeal to a higher court.

The accused faced seven
charges in total. among
them a misdemeanor

for displaying force.
threatening violence. or
intending to intimidate or
impose power.

The other charges
included resisting public
employees. causing
damage to property.
disturbing public peace.
carrying and possessing
dangerous  tools. and
concealing evidence.

The court records
also highlighted that the
convict has a history of
serious offenses against
honor and public

morality. which includes
possession of a firearm.
discharging firearms.
seducing a minor. and
possession of narcotics.

The court concluded
that the perpetrator's
intent was to physically
or morally harm the
complainant. causing
damage to his property
through the show of force
and threats of violence.

The court examined
eight pieces of evidence
before arriving at its
decision.

Education Ministry concludes
preparations for Tawjihi exam

Amman

The Education Ministry
concluded preparations for
the 2023 General Secondary
Certificate  Examination
(Tawjihi)y summer session
which starts on July 4.

Work teams in the
ministry’s  center and
the field implemented
the  preparation plan
with the highest levels
of professionalism and
responsibility. to ensure
early readiness to hold the
exam. a ministry statement
cited Education Minister
Azmi Mahafzah as saying

during the Expanded
Planning Committee
meeting held Tuesday.

Mahafzah directed exam
stakeholders to deal with
the students in a parental

spirit. and to provide the
appropriate psychological
atmosphere for taking the
exam with ease.
added that the
ministry  has  formed
teams to inspect the
readiness of exam halls
and correction centers.
create an  appropriate
exam environment to meet
students needs and provide
all requirements that help
to take the exam with ease.

He expalined that the
ministry assigned the exam
cadres. including heads
of halls. assistants and
supervisors of honesty and
competence. and trained
them to implement the
instructions governing the
exam.

He

that the ministry took into
account needs of students
with disabilities. in terms
of halls accessibility. such
as holding the examination
in rooms on the ground
floor. and providing
corridors according to their
building codes as well as
other requirements of an

appropriate  examination
environment for each
disability. Examination
halls were opened in

each of the King Hussein
Cancer Hospital for sick
students who are receiving
treatment. and correction
and rehabilitation
centers for the arrested
participants. Mahafzah
noted. He added that
the ministry is preparing
operatiion rooms in the

Mahafzah

confirmed center and the

field to

receive observations and
inquiries about the course
of the exam from students.
teachers. parents and all
stakeholders. in partnership
and coordination with the
ministries of interior and
health and media outlets.
Directors of education
took the exam oath during
the  meeting. 189.192
male and female students.
will apply for the exam.
distributed among the
streams of academic and
vocational education. while
the exam will be held in 764
exam centers in education
directorates. including
1.854 halls. in addition to
42 reserve halls; one reserve
room for each directorate.
and more than 20.000 male
and female teachers will
supervise the exam.
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Jordanian pavilion opened at
HITEX tech exhibition in lraq

Amman

TheInformationand Communications
Technology Association (Intaj) has
set up a Jordanian pavilion at HITEX
2023. the biggest Iraqi technology
exhibition in Erbil. bringing together
6 Jordanian companies. Opened by the
Jordanian consul in Iraqi Kurdistan.
the pavilion enabled businesses from
Jordan to interact and share knowledge
with over 48.000 attendees and 121

exhibitors from 21 countries. Prime
Minister of the Kurdistan Region
Masrour Barzani also paid a visit to the
pavilion. On the exhibition's sidelines.
Intaj met with the Minister of Transport
and Communications in the Kurdistan
Region. along with representatives
of Jordanian companies. where they
discussed several crucial matters related
to collaborative efforts between the two
parties.

Saudi minister visits Jordan
pavilion at food show

Amman

Saudi Minister of Industry and
Mineral Resources Bandar Alkhorayef
visited a Jordanian pavilion opened at
the Saudi Food Show. which kicked oft
June 20 in Riyadh. with the participation
of 100 countries.

The minister expressed appreciation
for Jordan's participation in the
exhibition. praising the advanced level
that the Jordanian industry has reached.
said a statement on Wednesday by the
Jordan Exporters Association (JEA).
which organized the pavilion.

Jordanian Ambassador in Riyadh
Ali Kayed inaugurated the 225-square-
meter pavilion. which brought 18 local
food enterprises under one roof.

Jordan's participation in the 3-day
expo is backed by the Business Growth
Activity project funded by the United

States  Agency for International
Development (USAID).

The JEA Director-General Halim Abu
Rahmeh said the Jordanian pavilion is
the third largest pavilion participating in
the Show's debut. indicating that visitors
have shown great interest in Jordanian
products.

He added that the exhibition offers
a significant chance for Jordanian
businesses to establish international
collaborations that would enhance the
Kingdom's position as a hub for food
security in the region. noting that the
JEA will keep arranging future Jordanian
participation in the exhibition.

Rahmeh praised the Business Growth
Activity'stechnical support for Jordanian
companies to improve their businesses
and create more job opportunities for
Jordanians.

AMBASSADOR EXPLORES DOHA INTERNATIONAL
BOOK FAIR IN CULTURAL EXCHANGE

Doha

Jordanian Ambassador in Doha.
Zaid Al-Lawzi. late Tuesday. joined
Qatari Minister of Culture. Sheikh
Abdulrahmanbin Hamad Al Thani.
on a tour at the Doha International
Book Fair. The tour was organized
by the Qatari Ministry of Culture
and was exclusively designed for
accredited diplomatic missions in
Qatar.

During  the  engagement.
Ambassador Al-Lawzi had the
opportunity to delve into the
literary treasures on display.
including valuable manuscripts.
as well as explore noteworthy
recent publications from various
fields. which were presented by
both Arab and foreign publishers
participating in the event.

The ambassador also made visits
to several prominent pavilions.
including Jordan’s Ministry of
Culture pavilion and the Expo
Doha 2023 pavilion. Additionally.
he took the time to visit the Saudi
Arabian pavilion. which held the
status of honored guest at the
exhibition. Throughout his tour.
Al-Lawzi was also familiarized
with a range of cultural activities
accompanying the fair. including
special events tailored for children.

In remarks following the tour.

the Ambassador emphasized
the significant role of the Doha
International Book Fair as
a platform for publishers to
showcase their latest releases
and literary creations. effectively
highlighting the rich cultural
offerings. He further noted that
the fair consistently observes a
noticeable annual increase in
the participation of countries
and publishers. underscoring its
growing prominence in the literary
world.

Expressing his delight. Al-Lawzi
celebrated Qatar's forthcoming
status as the guest of honor at the
Amman International Book Fair.
The fair. scheduled for September.
promises extensive participation
from Arab and international
entities. fostering a  vibrant
exchange of ideas and literature.

Under the theme "Elevating
through Reading." the Doha
International Book Fair serves
as a gathering place for over 500
publishers coming from 37 Arab
and foreign countries. With its
diverse range of offerings and
engaging activities. the fair plays
a key role in promoting literary
culture and fostering international
cooperation within the publishing
industry.
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Jordan»s Culinary Journey: Embracing
Sustainable Gastronomy to Stem Food Waste

Amman

In a world increasingly
awakened to the challenges of
sustainability. Jordan has set
its course towards cultivating
a culture of sustainable
gastronomy. With Jordanian
initiatives. institutions. and
culinary maestros pioneering
a kitchen revolution. the
nation aims to champion
mindful consumption.
prudent resource use. and a
holistic. health-oriented diet.

Over the past few months.
the Jordan News Agency
(Petra) has undertaken a
gastronomic journey. delving
into the bustling kitchens
of hotels and restaurants.
engaging with chefs. and
conversing with homemakers
to unearth the burgeoning
roots of sustainable cooking
in the Kingdom. The
investigation has drawn a
heartening picture of a nation
rallying behind the principles
of sustainable gastronomy.

Blessed with an assortment
of local agricultural products.
courtesy of its diverse climate
and four distinct seasons.
Jordan is championing the use
of seasonal ingredients. This
practice of tailoring menus
to the ebb and flow of seasons

forms one of the bedrock
principles of  sustainable
cuisine.

However. the efforts to

seed the culture of sustainable
cooking  extend  beyond
Jordan‘s borders. Institutions
and individuals across the
globe are on a mission to make
societies savor this art form
that. according to the United
Nations General Assembly. is
a testament to the rich tapestry
of cultures and civilizations.

8:800 school students participate in
Basma' summer program- Ministry

and a pivotal driver of
sustainable development.

The United Nations Food
and Agriculture Organization
(FAO) underscores that
sustainable gastronomy
pertains to region-specific
food preparation methods
with a conscientious emphasis
on resource conservation.
environmental preservation.
and long-term sustainability.

FAO has also cautioned
that by 2050. the world will
need to feed over 9 billion
people. However. we lose or
waste one-third of the food
we produce. This paradox
underlines the imperative

for mindful resource use
by producers and selective
consumption by consumers.
Locally grown produce not
only helps bolster regional
economies and  sustains
farmers but also helps in
curtailing  greenhouse gas
emissions associated with food
transportation. A demand for
local produce keeps farmers
afloat and fosters regional
agricultural resilience.
Theimportanceofaccessible.
healthy. and sustainable meals
is spotlighted by escalating
global overweight and obesity
rates. The World Health
Organization projects that by

qN-

N

2025. nearly 167 million people
will face malnourishment
stemming from overweight or
obesity issues.

Environmental experts and
Jordanian chefs emphasize
the need to reconnect with
our culinary roots. Traditional
crops. recipes. and food
cultures not only offer a taste
of heritage but also foster
sustainability.

Supporting local farmers.
preserving culinary traditions.
minimizing food waste. and
conscientiously managing
leftovers. portion sizes. and
expiry dates are simple yet
powerful ways to conserve

natural resources.

Environmental expert
Omar Al-Shoushan asserts
that  sustainable  cooking

reduces the water footprint.
rationalizes energy use. and
curbs plastic consumption in
packaging and transporting
prepared foods.

Furthermore. Al-Shoushan
points out that the model
of sustainable consumption
was a traditional practice in
rural Jordan. where leftovers
served as animal feed. and the
ensuing waste contributed to
natural soil fertilization.

Nico Dingemans. organizer
of the "From Farm to Fork"

initiative in Jordan. reaffirms
the nation's bountiful
diversity =~ of  agricultural
products. He believes that
for a tourist magnet like
Jordan. deepening the culture
of culinary sustainability is
imperative.

The sustainable gastronomy

movement has  garnered
enthusiastic champions.
including Jordanian chef
Sarah Aqel who plans to
incorporate  her  global

experiences into a sustainable
cooking venture in Jordan.

At a sustainable dinner
hosted by the Royal Academy
of Culinary Arts. Chef
Mohamed Attia. Chef Luca
Lilly. and other culinary
artists showcased innovative
techniques and ingredients to
spotlight sustainable cooking
practices.

Locally grown herbs from
"Dana‘'s Grove." owned by
Dana Husseini. graced the
tables at the dinner.

Husseini's farm exemplifies
sustainable farming practices
with its pesticide-free
approach and efficient use

of natural resources like
rainwater.
Restaurant owner

Maysa Miqdadi shared her
commitment to seasonal food
purchasing. rejecting food
storage to conserve energy
resources. and precise quantity
management  to  curtail
food losses. As Jordan takes
strides towards sustainable
gastronomy. the nation is
laying the foundation for a
future where food security.
environmental sustainability.
and cultural heritage converge
in the aromatic symphony of
its kitchens.

Jordan ranks 6th among Arab countries
on inbl competitiveness report

W M
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Amman

8.800 ninth graders from
Jordanian public. military and
UNRWA students are taking
part in the national "Basma"
(fingerprint) programme.

The ministry will launch the
summer training programme in
the first half of next August. in
cooperation with a number of
ministries. organizations. official
bodies and institutions. and civil
society institutions. its statement
released on Wednesday said.

The programme comes in line
with His Majesty King Abdullah
IT's vision in his 7th Discussion
Paper. on  developing the
educational process to achieve a
noble goal in turning schools as
labs to hone students' talents and

develop their capabilities.

According to the statement. the
programme aims to consolidate
good citizenship and invest
students' beneficial potentials for
society and school.

The programme also seeks to
enable students to participate in
various scouting. volunteering.
cultural. artistic. sports and
community service activities.
developing their skills. refining
their talents. and empowering
dialogue.

On schedule. the ministry said
two schools from each educational
directorates will take part in the
programme's activities. adding
that 100 students in each school
will participate over 10 days with
6 working hours per day.

Amman that the most prominent poverty. The United Arab Emirates

According to  the challenges facing the According to  the topped the list of Arab
International Institute Jordanian economy are report. the  Kingdom countries on the World
for Management the continuing risks in moved up one spot from Competitiveness Report.
Development's (IMD) 2023 the  global  economic the previous year to ranking tenth globally.
World  Competitiveness ~environment resulting take 63rd place on the followed by Qatar. which
Ranking. Jordan came in from geopolitical crises economic performance ranked 12th  globally.
sixth place among Arab and their repercussions indicator. Jordan moved and Saudi Arabia. which

nations and was placed
54th overall out of the 64
nations evaluated. moving
up two spots from last year.

The report. which is
issued annually and ranks
global economies and their
ability to thrive. indicated

on supply chains. energy
and food prices. and the
burden of hosting Syrian
refugees and diminishing

international financial
support to meet their
development needs. in

addition to the high rates
of unemployment and

up three positions on the
government efficiency
indicator to rank 44th. two
spots on the infrastructure
indicator from 55th to
53rd this year. and nine
spots on the business
efficiency indicator to
45th place internationally.

ranked 17th globally. On
the international sphere.
Denmark ranked first on
the World Competitiveness
Report for the second
year in a row. followed by
Ireland in second place.
and Switzerland in third
place.

Delegation from US GIWPS visits Microfund
for Women branch in Al-Bagara camp

Amman

A delegation from the
Georgetown Institute
for Women. Peace and
Security (GIWPS) was
briefed on the financial
and non-financial services
provided by the Microfund
for Women (MFW) to
women in various rural.
villages.  valleys and
cities of the Kingdom
in order to empower
them economically. thus

enhancing their roles
on economic and social
levels.

The briefing was

done during a visit by
the delegation to the
MFW's branch in the Al-
Baga'a camp. the largest
Palestinian refugee camp
in Jordan. where members
of the delegation toured
the MFW's branch. and
briefed on several projects
for its beneficiaries. such

as embroidery and the
manufacture  of  soap
and milk products such
as yoghurt. cheese and
maamoul.

The delegation members
also met with a group
of beneficiaries of the
MFW:s financial and non-
financial ~ services. and
examined on women's
success stories. as well as
challenges that constitute
an obstacle in front of them

to achieve their dreams and
aspirations.

The members of the
delegation. consisting of
25 women. all graduates of
prestigious  international
universities. and working
in various fields. most
notably political. economic
and social. as well as
charitable activities. took
the initiative to purchase a
group of products made by
ambitious women's hands.
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