Gow:t communication minister
to partake in Arab Media
Ministers Council meeting
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Jordan, Algeria
discuss cooperation

Amman

The Senate's Jordanian-
Algerian Friendship
Committee paid a visit to
the Algerian Embassy in
Amman on Monday to
discuss relations between
the two countries.

The visit was to
congratulate Algerian
Ambassador Abdulkarim
Behha on his new post
and wish him success
in serving the common
interests of both Jordan
and Algeria; according
to the committee's head.

Senator Zuhair Abu
Fares.

He said the Ilong-
standing Jordanian-

Algerian relations have
been  advancing in
all  fields
after His Majesty King
Abdullah's visit to Algeria

and his meeting with
President = Abdelmadjid
Tebboune.

Fares called for gearing
the potentials of the
two countries to further
enhance cooperation in
investment and trade
and implement bilateral
agreements.

particularly

The
both

leaderships  of
countries  have
shown a strong desire
for cooperation: creating
numerous opportunities
for public and private
organizations to
collaborate and expand
their efforts in economic,
sociali  and cultural
spheres: he added.

Behha thanked the
committee for its efforts in
strengthening Jordanian-

Algerian ties pointing
to potentials in the
commerciali  economic
and political fields.

He emphasized the
significance of the public
and private institutions'
role to capitalize on
the wvast opportunities
for cooperationy
commending fruitful
endeavors in various
sectors: such as health and
medicine.

The senators noted
that Jordan and Algeria
saw eye to eye on
political positions on a
host of Arab and global
mattersc chief among
them is the Palestinian
cause and the Hashemite
Custodianship over
holy sites in Jerusalem:
commending  Algeria's
efforts during hosting
a recent Arab League
summit.

Jordanian-lragi Finance, Business
Forum to kick off in Amman Tuesday

Amman

The Jordanian-Iraqi
Finance and Business
Forum: organized by the
Iraqi Business Councilc
is set to commence on
Tuesday in Amman under
the theme "Building Bridges
of Shared Prosperity".

The forum serves as a
pivotal economic platform
aimed at advancing trade:
industrial: and investment
relations between Jordan
and Iraqc with a primary
objective of fostering a new
phase of cooperation and
mutual benefits. aligning
with the interests of the
two nations. Engaging in
focused dialogue sessions:

in the industrial sector:
energy. mining: real estate
development projects:
transportation: services:
communications: and
information technology.

In a statement on
Monday: the Chairman of
the forum’s preparatory
committee; Saad  Naji
indicated that the event
stems from the visionary
goals of His Majesty King
Abdullah II and the Iraqi
leadership. which prioritize
achieving economic
integration between the two
countries. Furthermore: it
aims to expand the horizons
of mutual cooperation:
particularly in the domains

Nations organizations. and
international bodies.

Najic who is also the
Deputy Chairman of the
Iraqi Business Councili
emphasized the forum's
core objectives. including
the  enhancement  of
investment across various
sectors facilitation of trade
exchanges between Jordan
and Iraq: establishment of
collaborative partnerships:

and comprehensive
discussions on the
challenges hindering
economic development

between the two nations.
"Furthermore: the forum

will  facilitate  bilateral

meetings and a company

between Jordan and Iraq:"
he added. Established in
Amman in 2006; the Iraqi
Business Council serves
as a crucial platform for

business professionals
to exchange opinions:
ideas: and trade-related

information. Additionally:
it plays a key role in
promoting investment
opportunities available
in Jordan and Iraq while
facilitating ~ employment
opportunities through
commercial and social
missions. According to the
latest foreign trade statistics
released by the Department
of Statistics: the value of
trade exchange between
Jordan and Iraq witnessed
a notable increase of 23%
during the first quarter
of this year. amounting
to JD158 million.
Comparatively: the figures
for the same period in 2022
approximately
JD128 million: signifying
a positive growth trend in
bilateral trade.
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Jordan, Tunisia talk ties

Amman

The Jordanian- Tunisian
Parliamentary Committee met with
Chargé d'Affaires of the Tunisian
Embassy in Jordan Mohammed
Ali Binhabib on Monday to discuss
prospects of strengthening relations:
particularly in the parliamentary
domain.

MP  Zainab  Bedoul: the
Committee Head: said Jordan
and Tunisia see eye to eye on the
Palestinian cause: the central issue
in the Middle East. noting the
historical: deep-rooted ties between
Jordan and the North African Arab
country and the need to boost
ties in numerous fields. She said
the Lower House has successfully
implemented key reform legislation
to foster political development and
promote the active involvement of
youth and women.

MPs Abeer Jabour and Aisha
Hasanat stressed the need to
capitalize on the expertise of both
parliaments:. calling for holding
joint exhibitions to showcase local
products and encourage tourist and
economic and educational exchange
between the two countries.

During the meeting: Binhabib
was briefed on legislation passed by
thelower House to advance political;
economic: and administrative life
in the Kingdom.

He pointed to the distinguished
and solid Tunisian-Jordanian
relations: pointing to an agreement
signed by the two countries'
ministries of higher education for
student exchange.

Binhabib also commended a
decision to abolish tourist visas
between the two countries to
support tourism.

Foreign ministry condemns
Israel>s raid on Jenin

Amman

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs
and Expatriates condemned the
Israeli government's aggression
on the city of Jenin early Monday:
warning against the ongoing cycle of
violence; which will affect all parties.

The Ministry's official
spokesperson Sinan Majali
underlined the need to halt the
repeated incursions into Palestinian
cities; safeguard them from further
attacks. and prevent any escalations

that

go against international
humanitarian law and Israel's
obligations as the occupying power.

He reaffirmed Jordan's position
rejecting these attacks and unilateral
measures that undermine efforts
to reduce escalation: in addition
to the need for the international
community to act immediately and
effectively to stop this aggression
and provide protection for the
Palestinian people in all the
occupied territories.

Jordan welcomes resumption
of UAE-Qatar diplomatic ties

Amman

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs
and Expatriates on Monday
welcomed the resumption of
diplomatic representation between
the United Arab Emirates and
Qatar: in adherence to the Al-Ula
agreement.

According to Sinan Majalic the
ministry's official spokesperson: the
agreement is crucial for enhancing

collaboration among Arab nations
and promoting united Arab
endeavors that benefit the region
as a whole. In January 2021 the
Al-Ula agreement was announced:
effectively putting an end to the Gulf
crisis. Since then: the agreement's
signatories have engaged in a series
of meetings to implement the deal
and establish normalized bilateral
relations.

BOUNCES

BACK IN 2022, ACC REPORTS

enhancements to

Brazil

Arab Emirates  (48.2

the previous year's economic
sluggishness. according to
an authoritative report by
the Amman Chamber of

Commerce (ACC).
The ACC's report
furnished by its Studies

and Research Department:

impressive 33.8 percent in
2022 backed by a healthy
growth of 17 percent in re-
exports and a 26.7 percent
surge in imports.

The Kingdom's total
foreign trade  portfolio
encapsulating exports:

forum participants will Of investment. trade. and exhibition on the sidelines:
explore investment industry. The 2-day forum providing a specialized
opportunities within the Will bring together a select audience with the
financial and banking 8roup of distinguished opportunity to showcase
sector.  examine the businessmen investors products; servicess and
investment environment, and governmental and notable advancements.
discuss regulations and parliamentary figures from This initiative aims to forge
guidelines governing Jordan and Iraqc as well new distribution channels stood at
investments in Iraq and as local and international that contribute to increased
Jordan and delve into companies. private sector trade exchanges and the
investment prospects  institutions United expansion of mutual goods
JORDANS
Amman encapsulatestherejuvenation and imports soared from
The Kingdom's in Jordan's trade sector JD21.939 billion in 2021 to
commercial arteries pulsed through comprehensive JD28.166 billion in 2022
stronger in 2022, displaying Statistics. The  country's reflecting a robust growth
a remarkable rebound from e€xports swelled by an rate of 28.4 percent.

The report depicts a
diverse geographical spread
of Jordan's export boost:
with a staggering 164.3
percent increase to the
People's Republic of China:
a 100.6 percent surge to
Indonesia; and substantial

(61.6  percent). Palestine
(50.8 percent): Iraq (49.3
percent). and India (40.4
percent).

The report further
highlights that the United
States sat atop the ladder of
Jordan's export destinations
in 2022¢ absorbing 20.9
percent of Jordan's total
exports. valued at JDI1.685
billion. India  followed

closely behind: consuming
15.7 percent of Jordan's total
exports valued at JD1.273
billion. Saudi Arabia: with
imports valued at JD840
million: clinched the third
spot. making up 10.4 percent
of Jordan's total exports in
2022. In terms of import
growth. the report detailed
striking increases from India
(136.2 percent): Switzerland
(70.1 percent). the United

percent). Romania (45.5
percent). and China (32.6
percent). China led the pack
in terms of import value
contributing 15.3 percent
of Jordan's total imports
valued at JD2.958 billion.
The Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia  followed closely:
contributing 14.9 percent
of the total: valued at JD2.89
billion.
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Gov>t communication minister
to partake in Arab Media
Ministers Council meeting

Amman Standing Committee for Arab Media:
Minister of Government the Executive Office of the Council of
Communication and  government Arab Media Ministers. and a ceremony
spokesperson  Faisal ~ Shboul  will honoring the winners of the Arab Media

participate in the 53rd ordinary session
of the Council of Arab Media Ministers:
held from June 19th to 21st in the

Moroccan capital: Rabat.

Shboul had landed in Rabat earlier
on Monday ahead of the meeting
to take part in the meetings of the

Excellence Award:

Jordanian media's and

for various categories.

NCEDC conducts drill
on biological threats

Amman

The Jordanian National Center
for Epidemics and Communicable
Diseases  Control (JCDC) on
Monday began a drill on biological
threats and sound practices to deal
with them.

The two-day exercise includes
lectures and a simulation of a
biological threat scenario that could
occur in any of the institutions:
as well as proposals and solutions
to address an attack within
an ‘"advanced  methodological
approach”.

JCDC President Raeda Al Qutub
told  participants. representing
various national institutions
and agencies; that the drill is in
implementation of the center's
strategy for the years 20232025- with
the aim of raising the efficiency of

workers and spreading awareness
among them to address biological
threats.

In cooperation with partners
at the national and international
levels: the center seeks to enhance
practices and precautions to reduce
such risks on response crews: society
and the surrounding environment
along with a number of projects and
activities the center implements in
the public health domain: added
Qutub. It was the latest in a series
that the JCDC is carrying out: as it
conducted other drills to deal with
threats at the borders and zoonotic
diseases and epidemics and assess
the response to them: with the
aim to hone the skills of workers
in national institutions to face any
potential outbreaks of epidemics or
threats to society.

3 Palestinians killed, dozens
injured by Israeli fire in Jenin

Ramallah

Three Palestinians were Kkilled:
including a 15-year-old: and dozens
of others were wounded by Israeli
fire during the ongoing occupation
aggression on the West Bank city
of Jenin and its refugee camp:
according to an official source.

In a statement on Monday: the
Palestinian Ministry of Health

stated that 12 injured locals: two in
critical conditionc were admitted
to the Jenin Government Hospital.
Meanwhile, Ibn Sina Specialist
Hospital received 16  others:
including three with serious wounds
to the chest and neck: in addition
to scores of others who suffered
from suffocation and rubber bullets
wounds.

Cabinet approves draft
amendments to traffic law

AMMAN

The Cabinet on Sunday
approved a slew of draft
amendments to the traffic
law for the year 2023 during
a session chaired by Prime
Minister Bisher Khasawneh.

Notable amendments
include categorising traffic
accidents as “unintentional
accidents”. while deliberate
collisions are not to be

categorised as traffic accidents
for the purposes of the traffic
law: the Jordan News Agency:
Petra; reported.

Due to the advancements
in traffic operations: vehicles
that do not require a licence
were added to the draft law:
such as non-road vehicles
and motorised children’s toy
vehicles. The amendments
also granted the concerned
authorities the power to
impound vehicles for over
48 hours. and it extended the
maximum period of vehicle
confiscation from 24 hours to
30 days. with the exact period
to be decided by the relevant
authority.

The Chief of the Public
Security  Directorate (PSD)
was also given the power to
impound vehicles for two
weeks. depending on the type
of violation.

Penalties for repeat offences
due to negligence have
increased. Fines for the offence
of using a mobile phone while
operating a vehicle have
increased from JD15 to JD50.

Additionally: running
a red light will result in
imprisonment for one to two
months and a fine of between
JD200 and JD300. In case of
repeat offences within the span
of one year. the penalty will
be doubled. Smoking while
driving a public vehicle will
result in a penalty of JD10: and
the same applies if the driver
permits passengers to smoke in
the public vehicle.

For exceeding the speed
limit by 50 km/h¢ drivers will
be imprisoned for one to three
months and a will be fined
JD100: with the fine to be
doubled in the case of a repeat
violation within one year.

which featured
journalistic
institutions' works that were nominated

The 53rd session will discuss issues
related to enhancing cooperation and
pan-Arab media work: foremost of

LAl

companies

also discuss
for

which is the unified Arab strategy
for dealing with international media
that
and activating the goals of the Arab
media strategy (20222026-). It will
the 2030 media map
sustainable
Palestinian cause and means to support
it in the media and Jordan's media and
information education experience that
was implemented by Arab countries.

Jordan prepared

development( the

LOCAL

Generations For Peace among top
200 social good organizations

Amman

For the second vyear
in a row: Generations
For Peace maintained
its global ranking on the
Geneva-based The Dot
Good's top 200 social good
organizations around the
world for the year 2023
ranking 25th on the list.

Generations For Peace is
a non-profit organization
founded in 2007 and
chaired by His Royal
Highness Prince Faisal bin
Al Hussein to implement
programs in Jordan and
abroad and transform
conflicts into sustainable
peace at the grassroots
level.

In a statement on
Monday: the organization
said that on the regional
level: Generations  For
Peace ranked first among
social good organizations
and third on The Dot
Good's top organizations
specialized in peacebuilding
on the international level.

Prince  Faisal  said:
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"Maintaining this
classification  for  two
consecutive years is
an affirmation of the

prominent role played by
Generations For Peace in
bringing about sustainable
and positive change in

societies: led by its work
team: volunteers and with
the support of its partners. "

He stated that this
achievement is an
international recognition

of the exceptional efforts
made by Generations For
Peace to provide spaces
for young women and
men who aspire for change
in Jordan and the world
and to work with them
side-by-side to empower
them and promote the
values of responsible
citizenship among them
to "build a present and a
future that transcends the
values of peace that we
desperately need.” Prince
Faisal underscored that
Generations For Peace
will continue its peace-
building mission and is
committed to expanding
the scope of its programs
in line with the needs and
contexts of the societies in
which it operates to ensure
the sustainable impact of
these programs.

SSC secures £13 million for Estidama++
through collaboration with UK’s FCDO

Amman

The Social Security
Corporation (SSC)
has entered into a
memorandum of
understanding (MoU)
with the UK Government's
Foreigni Commonwealth
and Development
Office (FCDO). The

purpose of the MoU is
to secure funding for the
"Estidama++"  programy
which spans the period
from 2023 to 2025
through a financial grant
amounting to £13 million.
The overarching aim of
the "Estidama ++" program
is to expand social security
coverage and facilitate the
transition to the formal
economy by reaching
new segments of the
workforce across various
economic sectors. The
program targets small and
micro enterprises with
ten or fewer employees:
regardless of nationality.
Additionally: it extends
its support to individuals
working on their own
account, including both
Jordanian and  non-
Jordanian nationals:

placing particular
emphasis on the inclusion
of women and working
Syrian refugees: adhering
to specified proportions
outlined in the program

guidelines.

In a statement on
Monday. SSC director
general Mohammad
Tarawneh emphasized
that the grant reinforces
the ongoing support
for the "Estidama ++"
programy operating

within a comprehensive
framework established by
the FCDO to bolster social
protection initiatives in
Jordan.

"The
support
million, dedicated
to facilitating the
implementation of
the National Social
Protection Strategy.
During  the  funding
period. it is estimated
that approximately 34,000
new beneficiaries will
receive support under
the umbrella of SSC." he
added.

He indicated that the
"Estidama ++" program

value of
at £65

total
stands

adopts a dual
approach: wherein
targeted groups receive
financial assistance.
This approach involves
supporting the
subscriptions of workers
in selected establishments
and providing individual
support to workers in the
amount of JD30 per month
for each  subscriber.
The funds are deposited
into the accounts of
both establishments and
individual workers at the
Corporation. Moreover
beneficiaries will receive
an incentive allowance of
JD100 four times within
the 12-month program
duration.

Moreover. Tarawneh
emphasized  that the
primary objective of the
program is to expand
social security coverage by
facilitating the transition
of workers from the
informal economy to
the formal economy in
a seamless and flexible
manner. This transition
should not impose any
burdens on the workers
or their employers

support

regarding social security

contributions.  ensuring
a comfortable period of
adjustment.

Expressing his
gratitude: Tarawneh
acknowledged the

supporting countries of
the "Estidama ++" programq
namely the Netherlands:
Norway: and the UK.
noting that the program is
being implemented by the
SSC in coordination with
the International Labor

Organization.
Angela Spilsbury: the
Development  Director

at the British Embassy
in Amman: reaffirmed
the commitment of the
British government:
represented by the FCDO.
to support the efforts
of Jordan in enhancing
and expanding social
protection measures.
This support primarily
targets vulnerable groups:
including Syrian refugees
and working women
aiming to ensure their
inclusion and foster their
continued participation
in social security
programs.
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