Aweaf minister checks on
services provided to Jordanian
pilgrims in Medina
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Jordanis vital

partner inintegrated
industrial partnership,
says UAE official
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Foreign Ministry condemns ..
Israehs decision to |
accelerate settlement
construction
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Awaaf minister checks on services
provided to Jordanian pilgrims in Medina

Medina
Minister of Awqafi
Islamic Affairs and

Holy Sites and head of
Jordanian Hajj missions:
Mohammad Khalayleh:
on Saturday evening
checked on conditions
and services provided
to Jordanian pilgrims in
holy city of Medina.
During  his  tour
the minister said
all administrative:
preaching; guidance:
medical and  media
missions accompanying
Jordanian pilgrims seek
to offer the best necessary
services "quickly."
Khalayleh added
that Awqaf ministry's
administrative  mission
provided  all  living
services to Jordanian
pilgrims since their arrival
to Medina: noting that
the ministry has booked
hotels adjacent to the
Prophet’s Mosque within
Medina's central area.
During the inspection

tour¢ Khalayleh listened
to the pilgrims' opinions
about the level of hotel
services provided
to  them: expressing
appreciation  to  the
ministry's administrative

and advisory staff in
responding  to  their
observations. In  this

regarde the  minister
directed all missions to
work "immediately" to
solve any problem or
observation of Jordanian

pilgrims "immediately."
In 2023 Jordan's quota
amounted to 8,000
pilgrims. restoring the

normal number. which

was reduced by half in
2022 due to repercussions
of Covid-19 pandemic.

The minister also
commended Saudi efforts
led by Custodian of the
Two Holy Mosques King
Salman bin Abdulaziz to
host pilgrims during the
Hajj season.

Manufacturers emphasize importance of participating
in exhibitions to promote Jordanian industries

Amman

Prominent
manufacturers in  the
packaging, plasticc. and
packaging materials
industry have underscored
the importance of
actively ~ engaging  in
both domestic and
international exhibitions.
These exhibitions serve
as invaluable platforms
for introducing Jordanian
industrial products and
bolstering their presence in
export markets.

Speaking to the Jordan
News  Agency (Petra)
on Sunday during their

participation in the
3rd  Jordan  Packaging
Exhibition (JOPEX 2023).
industry  representatives
affirmed that exhibitions
remain pivotal marketing
tools: notwithstanding
the prevalent influence
of electronic marketing
strategies.

Highlighting the
industrial sector's esteemed
standing ~ at  national
and regional levels: the
manufacturers elaborated
on its pivotal role as a
distinguishing factor in
terms of gaining access
to export markets. The

sector owes its success to
the advanced technical
solutions it offers to
industrialists.  facilitating
their endeavors. To further
promote the industrial
sector¢ the manufacturers
advocated for the
establishment of dedicated
research and development
centers: capacity-building
initiativesc  and cost-
reducing measures. They
also called for grants to
procure state- of-the-
art  equipment. readily
available financing options:
the exploration of novel
marketing channels¢ and

the identification of new
Amidst the ever-growing
prevalence of diverse forms
of electronic marketing:
the professionals reiterated
the continued significance
of exhibitions as highly

effective and direct
marketing platforms
noting that exhibitions

are regarded as substantial
industrial gatherings that
foster the exchange of
knowledge and expertise:
facilitate direct consumer
reachi and provide an
avenue for participating
companies to showcase
their products.
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Project launched to institutionalize
parliament-civil society relation

Amman

The Jordanian Masarat
Foundation for Development and
Progress and Germany's Friedrich-
Ebert-Stiftung (FES) held a
conference on Sunday to launch a
project to strengthen institutional
cooperation between parliament
and civil society.

The project: which targets the
parliament's general secretariat
seeks to institutionalize the
relationship between the parliament
and civil society organizations
(CSOs) through syndicates or
parties; and to promote discussion

and deliberation on public issues
of concern to citizens: according
to Deputy Chairman of Masarat
Omar Ayasra. The conference
comprises a multitude of sessions
that delve into various topics: with
the involvement of deputies: civil
society  representatives; notable
personalities. and political leaders.

The event's schedule includes
three sessions that will discuss the
perceived relationship between
parliamentand CSOs: the challenges
that CSOs face: and ways to achieve
institutionalization between the two
parties.

Attackers on Jordans water resources
face «stiffy penalties-Ministry

Amman

Ministry of Water and Irrigation
said attacks on underground
wells and water networks are
a phenomenon that threatens
Jordan's water security: and requires
"deterrent” measures to be curbed.

In a statement on Sunday: the
ministry said Jordanian courts
issued multiple "deterrent” rulings
against attackers on Jordan's water
resources.

Since beginning of 2023, multiple
court rulings were issued against
people: who illegally dug wells or
attacked water networks and other

related violations under Water
Authority Law.
These rulings featured stiff

penalties: in 65 sentences: primarily
four-month prison terms and 20
verdicts of 1-year imprisonment
according to the statement.

Under the rulings other
violators were imprisoned for a
3-year period and requested to pay
judicial fees: water prices: and costs
of maintaining the sites.

In this context, Jordanian Judicial
Council (JJC)¢ in cooperation with
Jordan Water Authority (JWA).
takes all necessary measures to
ensure prosecution of attackers on
water resources: by training judicial
police at JWA on the mechanism
for preparing seizures: in an effort
to harness capabilities to reduce
these onslaughts.

UJ, Specialty Hospital sign
health cooperation agreement

Amman

University of Jordan (UJ)
and the Amman-based Specialty
Hospital on Sunday signed a joint
training and academic cooperation
agreement in education: training
and health development fields.

The agreement. which was
signed by UJ President. Nazir
Obeidat: and hospital's director
generali Fawzi Hamouric aims
to develop treatment services
health  education: rehabilitation
and technical training: to improve
the "distinguished" medical and
preventive services for citizens.

Under the agreement: the

hospital will become an educational
and training center for U] Faculty
of Medicine's students and support
joint research. especially with
regard to applied studies that serve
local community.

Speakingatthe signing ceremony:
Obeidat said the agreement aims to
empower UJ Faculty of Medicine's
students; enhance their capabilities:
and develop their skills to provide
"distinguished” medical services
to citizens. Meanwhile. Hamouri
said the agreement will provide an
opportunity for U]J's students to
benefit from Specialty Hospital's
"high-level" training programs.

JORDAN IS VITAL PARTNER IN INTEGRATED
INDUSTRIAL PARTNERSHIP, SAYS UAE OFFICIAL

Amman
Jordan is a

industrial
for

strategic
partner in the integrated
partnership
sustainable economic

development: which brings
together the UAE: Jordan:
Egypt: and Bahrain/ said
Abdullah Sami Al-Shamsi
Assistant Undersecretary for
Industrial Growth Sector at
UAE’s Ministry of Industry
and Advanced Technology
(MIAT). The partnership
was established about a year
ago in Abu Dhabi with the

backing of participating
countries.
Speaking  during a

workshop organized by the
Ministry of Industry: Trade:
and Supply: in cooperation
with the Jordan and Amman
Chambers of Industry and
the MIAT to introduce
the integrated industrial
partnership project between
the four nations. Al-Shamsi
underscored that the UAE
focuses on  concluding
qualitative ~ strategic and

investment partnerships;
and promoting sustainable
industrial growth. indicating
that such a partnership aims
at providing a new model for
economic cooperation in the
Arab region.

Furthermore: he
highlighted that the
participating countries

proposed 58  industrial

projectsc and signed 12
partnership agreements
during the recent meeting
of the Higher Committee
for Partnership last February
in Amman. In addition
he expected that more
collaborations will be formed
in the upcoming period.

For her part Assistant
Secretary- General of

the Kingom’s Ministry
of  Industry. Yasmine
Khreisat: said that the

gathering seeks to acquaint
the private sector with the
partnership’s objectives
and financing goals; and
familiarize the Jordanian

industrial  sector  with
the integrated industrial
partnership and the

\.

opportunities that could
offer to both Jordan and the
participating nations.

The workshop also aims
at facilitating collaborative
investments and fostering
industrial integration that
supports self-sufficiency and
economic diversity: Khreisat
also noted.

According to a statement

by the Chamber of Industry
on Sunday: the participants
presented the outcomes
of the higher committees'
meetings held in the UAE:
Egyptc and Jordan: which
resulted in agreements
in several sectors:
entailing pharmaceuticals.
food¢  chemicalsc  and
automobiles.



2023 gl (19) pid¥
(3129) adat

|

LOCAL

Capacity-building program for gow»t
media staff holds training sessions

Amman

The Ministry
of Government
Communication's
3-year capacity-building
program for government
communication staff,
which was launched in
early 2023 continued its
training sessions on Sunday:
according to Minister Faisal
Shboul.

Funded by the US Embassy
in Amman and carried out

by Magenta International
Consulting the program
targets 81  spokespersons

and 54 workers in media
departments at ministries
and public institutions: he
added in a statement.

Shboul noted that two
training sessions will be
conducted before the end
of June/ targeting a total
of 44 spokespersons and
media department workers.
The first half of July: he

continued: will see three
training sessions for a total
of 41 trainees. The training
plan for the last quarter of
2023 is under preparation;
he stated. Shboul noted
that the program is split
into theoretical and
practical components
covering topics like strategic
communication: conducting
interviews: creating news
storiesc and working in
crises.

Foreign Ministry condemns Israel)s decision
to accelerate settlement construction

Amman

Ministry of Foreign Affairs and
Expatriates condemned Israeli
government's decision to expedite
settlement ~ construction  and
expansion in preparation for issuing
tenders to build thousands of settler
units in the West Bank.

In a statement on Sunday: the
ministry's official spokesperson
¢« Sinan Majalic said settlement
expansion and displacement of
Palestinian residents from their
homes is a flagrant violation and
a grave breach of international
law and international legitimacy
resolutions.
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In this regard: he referred
to Security Council Resolution
No. 2334, which «calls on the
international community to take
immediate action to stop unilateral
Israeli measures.

Majali also said Israel's practices:
the occupying power. primarily
building and expanding settlements.
confiscating lands and displacing
Palestinians;  are illegitimate:
illegal: rejected and condemned:
and represent a serious violation
of international humanitarian law:
undermine foundations of peace
and chances to realize the two-state
solution.

Ajloun Cable Car operating
schedule revealed

"'..:' LS b
Amman strategically aimed at
The Jordan Free and introducing a novel tourist
Development Zones Group Aattraction with considerable
(JEDZ) has officially ~investment potential within
announced the operational the kingdom. This endeavor

schedule for the Ajloun Cable
Car¢ catering to visitors on a
daily basis: excluding Sundays:
until the conclusion of the Eid
al- Adha holiday.

In a statement issued on
Sunday:. JFDZ outlined that
the cable car service will
commence at 11:00 AM. while
ticket sales and entrance gates
will cease operations at 5:30
PM. Subsequently. the cable
car gates will be closed at 6:30
PM.

The Ajloun Cable Car
project. initiated last Friday:

is poised to emerge as a
premier initiative in Ajloun
Governorate and the country:
effectively fostering a climate of
interest among private-sector
investors to explore and pursue
investments in the tourism
sector.

The appeal of Ajloun
governorate stems from its

rich tapestry of historical
archaeological: religious:
environmental; and forested

landmarks: further enhancing
its prospects for success in
attracting tourists.

Exploration forum launched for
girls from Jordan, GCC states

Amman

The Ministry of
Youth and the Gulf
Cooperation Council

(GCC) organized a forum
dubbed "Exploration and
Coexistence Forum for
Girls" on Sunday: bringing
together 30 young women
from Jordan: the United
Arab Emiratess Oman
Qatar: and Kuwait.

The  4-day forum
includes workshops on
exploring and coexisting

with nature. introducing
Jordan's  history  and
civilization and visiting
various tourist sites:
including hikes in Ajloun
and Madaba and trips
to the Dana Biosphere
Reserve: Petrac and the
Roman theater.

During the opening
ceremony. attended by
Saudi Ambassador Nayef
bin Bandar al-Sudairi
Qatari Ambassador Sheikh
Saud bin Nasser Al Thani

and Kuwait's First Secretary
Saleh Al-Harran Minister
of Youth Mohammad

Nabulsi reaffirmed the
strong  bond  between
Jordan and the GCC

member states. The forum
is part of the Ministry's
joint  youth  programs
with the GCC countries
that aims to encourage
youth  participation in
advancing their societies:
achieving Sustainable
Development Goalsi and

providing opportunities for
young people to meet and
exchange experiences with
participants from different
countries. Esraa Al-Rashdi
from Oman expressed
gratitude on behalf of the
participants during her
speech: thanking Jordan
for hosting the program.
which offers young women
a chance to explore and
engage in adventurous
experiences at  various
tourist sites.

Jordan, Canada talk

Amman

The Parliamentary
Foreign Affairs Committee
met  with Canadian
Ambassador Tariq
Khan on Sunday for
talks over regional and
global developments and

cooperation.

The Committee's
Chairman Khaldoun
Hayna stressed the
importance of the
Hashemite Custodianship
over the Islamic and
Christian holy sites in
Jerusalem: underlining

the need for the Israeli
occupation forces to
halt their attacks on the
Palestinian people and
their right to live in peace.

He  highlighted the
"harmony" between Jordan
and Canada when handling
regional and international
crises and that the
two countries share a
common stance regarding
Israel's transgressions

in Jerusalem. Jordan is

experiencing  significant
pressure on its resources
and infrastructure due to
receiving many waves of
refugees. the latest of which
was the Syrian refugees: he
pointed out.
Hayna
renewing

called for
agreements
related to  municipal
support.  trainingc and
employment to Dbenefit
from Canadian expertise in

these fields and contribute
to creating new job
opportunities and reducing
unemployment; as  well
as expanding the reach of
collaborations to sectors of
Information  technology:
technical and vocational
education: and religious
and recreational tourism.
Khan has affirmed his
country's stance on the
Hashemite Custodianship
of the sanctities and stated

that they are in constant
communication regarding
the events in Palestine and
the actions taken by Israel.
The envoy.  who
described the 60-year-
old Jordanian-Canadian
ties as "strong" praised
the reforms led by His
Majesty King Abdullah
IT and the recently passed
laws that would advance
politicali economic( and
administrative reforms.

Rising demand for Jordanian Dinar
amidst summer season, tourism activities

Amman
The Jordanian Money
Exchange Association

is currently observing a
gradual upsurge in the
demand for the Jordanian
Dinar. This increase can
be attributed to the stability
of the summer season:
flourishing domestic and
international tourism
activities: school holidays:
and visits by expatriates.

In a statement on
Sunday:. the  Secretary-

General of the Association:
Alaa Derania: anticipated
a forthcoming upswing in
demand for the Turkish
Lira and the Egyptian
Pound: in conjunction with
the approaching Eid al-
Adha holiday. This surge
aligns with the projected
rise in tourist arrivals
and traveler numbers
during  the  vacation
period. Additionally. he
highlighted the robust
demand for the Saudi

Riyal during this time:
particularly due to the
Hajj season. Derania
further emphasized the
active volume of domestic
transfers between currency
exchange company
branches: due to the
widespread presence of
exchange shops across
cities. 'This accessibility
offers seamless and
convenient money
transfer services: similar
to traditional banking

channels. Regarding
remittance trends( Derania
underscored that outgoing
remittances  from  the
Kingdom are consistent
with typical levels for this
time of year. However:
the inflow of remittances
from Gulf countries has
experienced a slowdown
due to intensified
competition within the Gulf
labor market: inflationary
pressures: and the high cost
of living.
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