Fayez visits UAE-hased
projects launched by
Jordanian investors
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FM meets with
foreign officials on
sidelines of Seventh
Brussels Conference
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Fayez visits UAE-based projects
launched by Jordanian investors

Amman

Senate President
Faisal Fayez: visited a
number of investment
projects launched by
Jordanian investors in
the United Arab Emirates
(UAE). including Al
Qana multipurpose hub
in Abu Dhabi.

The visit comes within
the framework of Fayez's
current visit to the UAE:
according to a Senate
statement on Thursday.

Al Qana project. which
costs about $1 billion: is a
key enterprise launched
by Jordanian investor:
Fouad  Meshaali and
houses various facilities:
primarily National
Aquariumy Bridge
Wellness and Lifestyle
Hub: Cinemacity Al
Qana, Pixel  eSports
gaming hub and dining
and entertainment
activities.

Fayez  lauded  the
projects established by
Jordanian investors in the

UAE: adding that volume
of Jordanian investments
in the UAE comes due to
depth of the Jordanian-
UAE brotherly relations.
At headquarters of Abu
Dhabi-based Jordanian-
Emirati Businessmen
Council (JEBC): Fayezalso
met with with a number

of Jordanian investors.
Fayez was briefed on
JEBC's "remarkable"

role in establishing joint
investments with UAE
businesspeople and
investors to serve Jordan's
economy and establish
various investments in
the  Kingdom. Fayez

also  highlighted  His
Majesty King Abdullah
II's vision for economic
modernization: which
aims to advance Jordanian
economy: facilitate the
Kingdom's  investment
procedures and create
an ‘attractive" investor
environment.

JPC head, Chilean envoy
talk pgstal cooperation

Amman
Chairman of Board of

Directors of Jordan Post
Company (JPC)c Sami
Daoud¢ on  Thursday
discussed with Chilean
Ambassador to Jordan:
Jorge Alejandro. ways to
enhance joint cooperation
in the postal sector and
intensify exchange of mail

and e-commerce. which
would "positively" affect relationsc which  were in expanding joint
the sector's workers. promoted due to attention cooperation and opening
According to a JPC of the two countries'’ e-commerce horizons:
statement: Daoud and leaders. which  would enhance
Alejandro affirmed depth Daoud expressed movement of  trade
Jordanian-Chilean "remarkable" interest exchange between the two

friendly countries. For his
part: Alejandro expressed

appreciation for JPC's
interest in expanding joint
cooperation in the postal
and e-commerece fields.
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Planning Minister meets
EIB official in Brussels

Amman
Minister of Planning and
International Cooperation:

Zeina Toukan. met with Kristina
Kanapinskaite: Head of Division

for Lending Operation in the
Public Sector in EU Southern
Neighbouring  Countriesat  the

European Investment Bank (EIB).

Held on the sidelines of the
seventh Brussels Conference on
"Supporting the Future of Syria
and the Region." in Brussels. the

meeting covered fundig priority
projects within the economic
modernization vision in the water
sectorc and additional funding
for the national water carrier
projectc a Ministry of Planning
and International Cooperation
statement said Thursday.

Opportunities and priority areas
for cooperation with the EIB in the
transport and education sectors
were also discussed: the statement
added.

CBJ maintains interest

o,

: : "__;.. T .

Amman

The Open Market Operations
Committee of the Central Bank
of Jordan (CBJ) decided to keep
interest rates on monetary policy
instruments unchanged at their
current level.

In a statement on Thursday: the
bank affirmed its "full" commitment
to closely follow up developments
related to performance of national
economy: especially monetary and
banking indicators.

This effort coincides with "close"
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follow-up of global economic
developments: performance of
financial and commodity markets:
and plans of regional and global
central bank' monetary policies to
counter inflation-related pressures:
according to the CB]J.

The CBJ also affirms its "full"
readiness to take all necessary
measures to ensure continuity
of maintaining the Kingdom's
monetary stability. as well as safety
and resilience of Jordan's banking
system.

Education ministry announces
next scholastic calendar

Amman

The Ministry of Education
announced calendar for the next
scholastic year 20232024/ for public:
military. and UNRWA schools.

Accordingtoaministry statement

on Thursday. the upcoming
calendar is based on the national
learning remedial programu

which requires implementation of
procedures aimed at addressing
students' educational loss.

Teaching staff’s working
hours are scheduled to begin on

Sunday: 132023/8/. while hand
over of textbooks to students and
completion exams will take place
on Wednesday and Thursday:
corresponding to 162023/8/17-.

According to the calendar
students begin to attend classes on
Sunday 202023/8/ for the 1st school
semester.

Meanwhile. the ministry said
winter break is scheduled to span
from 720240/1/ to 202024/1/. and
students will begin classes for the
second semester on 212024/1/.

FM MEETS WITH FOREIGN OFFICIALS ON

Brussels

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
Foreign Affairs and Expatriatesi Ayman
Safadic on Thursday met with Iraq's Deputy
Prime Minister and Foreign Minister. Fuad
Hussein: and Lebanese Minister of Foreign
Affairs and Expatriatesc Abdallah Bou
Habib .

Held on the sidelines of the Seventh
Brussels Conference on 'Supporting the
future of Syria and the region.' Safadi also
held talks with High Representative of the
European Union for Foreign Affairs and
Security Policy: Josep Borrell.

Talks emphasized importance of Jordan-
EU partnership relations and tackled efforts
exerted to confront regional challenges:
according to a Foreign Ministry statement.

Safadi and Minister of Planning and
International Cooperation: Zina Touqan
met with European Commissioner for
Neighborhood and Enlargement ¢ Olivér
Varhelyic to discuss regional conditions
and challenges: and focused on cooperation
projects between Jordan and the EU in vital
sectors. primarily water: energy. education
and other areas.

During the meeting: Safadi valued EU
support provided to the Kingdom.

Safadi and Tougan also met with
United Nations Special Envoy for Syria

Geir O. Pedersen: and United Nations

High Commissioner for Refugees: Filippo

Grandi.

The two sides discussed efforts exerted
to solve the Syrian crisis and danger of
drop in international support for the Syrian

refugees.

Safadistressedimportanceofcoordinating
Arab and security efforts in efforts to end
Syrian crisis and address its humanitarian.

security and political repercussions.

On the sidelines of the conference: Safadi
held talks with Japanese Minister of State
for Foreign Affairs Kenji Yamada: which
stressed strength of joint friendship and
ways to implement outcomes of His Majesty
King Abdullah II's visit to Japan last April.

Safadi affirmed Jordan's appreciation for
friendship with Japan: and commended
Tokyo's support to Jordan to help the
Kingdom face economic challenges and

repercussions of regional crises.

Meeting with representatives of civil
society organizations participating in the
conference: he briefed them on Jordan's
position Jordan during the event: and
thanked them for their efforts in serving

Jordan and its interests.
Safadi stressed

ideas.

importance of civil
society's role and feasibility of exchanging

e
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Amman

The Kingdom’s tourism
revenue went up by 27.8 per
cent in May 2023, compared
to the same month in 2022
to reach $611 million( the
Central Bank of Jordan
(CBJ) latest data showed on
Thursday.

During the first five
months of 2023 the data
showed that tourism
revenue increased by 68.4
per cent to reach $2.826
billionc driven by the
increase in the number of
touristsc which  reached
2(483 thousand tourists:
with a growth rate of 69.0
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Tourism revenue in
1st 5 months of 2023 up by 68.4%

per cent. The CB]J attributed
this growth to the increase
in the number of overnight
tourists to 2044 thousand.
with a growth rate of 62.4
per centc while the number of
one-day tourists reached 439
thousand. with a growth rate
of 108 per cent.

The data indicated an
increase in tourism spending
abroad during May of 2023
by 6.1 per cent: compared to
the same month of 2022 to
reach $132 million.

As for the first five months
of 2023, tourism spending
abroad increased by 48.1 per
cent: to reach $696.3 million.

Brussels conference on
Syria pledges €9.6 billion

Brussels

The total pledges made at the
Conference on
Supporting the Future of Syria
and the Region amounted to €9.6
billion( €5.6 billion of which were in

Seventh Brussels

the form of grants.

The European Union and its
account for 70
per cent of the grants pledged:

member states
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amounting to €3.8 billion.

In addition to the grants
international financial institutions
and donors pledged €4 billion
loans (on concessional terms):
which means that this year a total
of €9.6 billion in grants and loans
were collected. This year's pledges
represent an €800 million increase
compared to last year's pledges.

Efforts underway to make
Jordan regional hub for green
development-Radaideh

Amman

Jordan achieved multiple
plans to prepare long-term
national strategies during 2020-
2030« to reflect His Majesty
King Abdullah II's vision to
make Jordan a regional hub for
green development: Minister
of Environment and Acting
Minister of Energy and Mineral
Resourcesc Muawieh Radaideh
said.

Speaking during the
opening ceremony of "Jordan

Sustainability =~ Summit" on
Thursday. Radaideh  noted
review of Jordan's energy

strategy focuses on developing
a roadmap for green hydrogen
production drafting a study
for transition towards electric-
powered transportation. and
gradual shift towards smart
grids.

The minister added that
this process aims to increase
contribution of renewable
energy and develop a
road map for introducing
storage systems for electric
energy in the Kingdom's
grid system.

He also  referred to
opportunities available for
the private sector to invest

in  infrastructure  projects
in Jordan's energy sector
to enhance regional energy
interconnection projects and
improve energy efficiency in all
sectors.

Radaideh  pointed out:
"Energy ministry and partners
are in the process of preparing
the 3rd national action plan
for energy efficiency for 2023-
2025 to achieve the goal of
reducing energy consumption
in all sectors.”

For her part. Secretary
General of Ministry of Energy
and Mineral Resources Amani
Azzam: said the summit
comes in light of Jordan's
achievements in increasing
share of renewable energy in
the energy mix. and improving
stake of renewable energy in
electricity generation: which
amounted to 27% at the end of
2022.

Azzam referred to Jordan's
future plans to increase this
percentage to 50% by 2030:
which is an opportunity to
achieve national commitments
to reduce carbon emissions: as
Jordan aims to reach a rate for
slashing carbon emissions to
31% by 2030.

FM: Jordan way above capacity
after hosting refugees

Brussels

Jordan has far exceeded
its capabilities by hosting
refugees on its land: said
Deputy Prime Minister
and Minister of Foreign
Affairs and Expatriates
Ayman Safadi on Thursday
in a speech he delivered
at the seventh Brussels
Conference on "Supporting
the Future of Syria and the
Region."

"International support
for refugees is dwindling at
dangerous rates. This year:
international funding for
our response plan stands
at a mere 6.8 percent. Last
year it stood at 33 percent
compared to almost 70
percentin 2016 you can see
the trajectory." he noted.

"We are way above our
capacity. We ring the
alarm. Weringitloud. The
collective responsibility
towards refugees must be
met. The ultimate answer
to the refugees’ challenge
is of course for them to
voluntarily return to their
country. Hence 1is the
urgency of addressing and
accelerating efforts. based
on realistic assumptions; to
solve the Syrian crisis:" the
minister stressed.

Highlighting figures and
statistics on Syrian refugees
in the Kingdom: Safadi
said: "Jordan hosts more
than 1.3 million Syrians.
Only 10 percent of them
live in camps: and despite
economic pressures that
were compounded due to

the Covid Pandemic and
the Ukrainian crisisc we
have continued to afford
Syrian refugees key services
we provide Jordanians. "

Additionally: over
150,000 Syrian students
are enrolled in our official
educational system. As a
result: over 200 schools
in Jordan now operate
on two-shift basisc he
indicated: stating  that
Syrians also have the same
access Jordanians do to
health services. Last year
alone( over 320,000 Syrians
accessed the Kingdom's
health system.

Despite an  average
unemployment of around
24 percent: Jordan has
given over  370.000
work permits to Syrian.
Meanwhile. double that
number works without
permits: he pointed out.

"Over 200.000 Syrian
kids were born in Jordan
since the crisis erupted.
Fertility rate among Syrians

stands at 4.7 percent:
almost double that of
Jordan’s 2.6. Meanwhile:

less than 50.000 Syrians
have returned to Syria
in the past few year." the
minister said.

Addressing the
international community:
Safadi called for setting up
a global fund to support the
voluntary and safe return
of Syrians and

enabling a  physical
environment that can
ensure key services to

refugees in their country.
He stated that "political
stands must reflect reality:
whether  under  early
recovery or stabilization
mechanism¢ or any other
mechanism: basic services
must be provided so
refugees can return. It is
in Syriac and not in host
countries that the future
of refugees lies. We must
build for that future now."
The minister pointed out
that the United Nations
High Commissioner for
Refugees (UNHCR) and
the World Food Program
(WFP)¢ which have been
crucial partners in Jordan's
efforts to meet refugees’
needs are continuously
reducing their operations.
Hundreds of thousands of
refugees who have been
receiving small from the
program (under 30 dollars
a month) will no longer
be able to count that come
September because the
WFP does not have the
funds: and unless no funds
are available by then: those
people will suffer more than
they’re already suffering.
"Investing in refugees is
investing in our collective
security.,”  said  Safadi
adding that: "Abandoning
refugees to need and
despair will not bode well
for all of us. Walls will not
stop migration to Europe.
The less services we are
able to provide; the more
inclined refugees will be to
seek better lives elsewhere. "

According to  UN
statisticsc last year: there
was an increase in Syrians
who left Jordan for Europe
through third countries.
"Everybody must do their
part. There is a limit to
what we can do and there
is a limit to what should be
expected from us to do:" he
underscored.

On threats that came as a
resultofthe Syrian crisis: the
minister said: "In Jordan:
we have 378 kilometers of
border with Syria. In the
past the biggest threat was
terrorism. Now the threat
is drug trafficking. Chaos:
lawlessness.  deteriorating
economic conditions
are allowing for the drug
industry to thrive and for
that threat to mount.”

Concluding his speech:
the minister said: "As the
Amman declaration: which
came after the Jeddah
meeting: said very clearly
what we seek is a step-
for-step approach to solve
the crisis consistent with
resolution 2254. So what we
want is a real effort to end
this crisis. When it comes
to refugees were fully
committed to the concept
of voluntary return: but
we have to be active in
creating conditions that are
conducive for this return.
That means again trying
to fix the crisis but also
making sure that we enable

a physical environment
conducive for them to
return.”

WISE, Malaysian attache talk
acadeic cooperation

Amman

President of World
Islamic ~ Science  and
Education University
(WISE)¢ Ja'afar Fanatsa
and Director of the
Malaysian Educational
Attaché in Jordan
Radwan Abdul-Rasheed:
on Thursday discussed
ways to enhance joint
cooperation: especially
in the field of attracting
Malaysian students to join

WISE's programs.
During the meeting
which  was  attended

by Cultural Attache at

Malaysian
Mohammad Hanafia bin
Ali; Fanatsa stressed depth
of the "historic" Jordanian-

Embassy:

Malaysian  relations in
various fields. adding that
the university is "keen"
to  graduate  qualified

specialists to highlight the
bright image of Islam and
Muslims.

Fanatsa also referred
to WISE's distance study
program  for  Islamic
studies: which is approved
by Jordan's Ministry of

Higher Education: as the
first university's academic
program that entirely
offers programs remotely:
adding that students of
different nationalities
have enrolled in its
specialties.
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