JCCpresident calls for

enhanced economic

cooperation with Saudi Arabia
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Queen Rania attends
King Hussein Cancer

Foundation's Hope Gala

fundraiser

Lower House
Speaker meets
Chinese, Irish

envoys
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JCC president calls for enhanced
economic cooperation with Saudi Arabia

Amman

President of the Jordan
Chamber of Commerce
(JCC)¢ Khalil Al-Hajj
Tawfiqc has emphasized
the  significance  of
fostering economic
cooperation between the
private sectors of Jordan
and Saudi Arabia.

The statement was
made during a meeting
with Hassan Al-Huwaizi
the Chairman of the
Saudi  Federation of
Chambers of Commerce:
held on the sidelines of
the 10th Arab-Chinese
Businessmen Conference.
Al-Hajj Tawfiq expressed
his hope that the
economic  relationship
between Jordan and Saudi
Arabia would serve as a
model that aligns with
the aspirations of both
nations.

He called for the
establishment of a
twinning program
between the JCC and
the Saudi Federation of
Chambers of Commerce:
underlining the necessity
of transforming the
Jordanian-Saudi
relationship into genuine
partnerships based on
mutual benefits. Al-Hajj

Tawfiq further stated:
"Providing employment
opportunities  for the
youth is not only a
national obligation but
also a professional duty."
He stressed that achieving
this objective requires
the implementation of
new projects and the
exploration  of  fresh
investment opportunities.

In a JCC statement
released on Tuesday: Al-
Hajj Tawfiq highlighted
the importance of moving
towards a new phase in
the bilateral relations
between Jordan and
Saudi Arabia/ leveraging
the promising prospects
for expanding trade and

investment cooperation.
He disclosed that trade
exchanges between the
two countries amounted
to JD3.73 billion in 2022,
with Jordanian exports
reaching JD840 million.

Moreover: Al-Hajj
Tawtiq emphasized
the need for synergy

between the economic
visions of Jordan and
Saudi Arabia to serve
their common interests.
This includes increasing
bilateral trade. fostering

collaboration  between
the private sectors of
both countries¢ and
advocating  for  the
establishment of new
partnerships and the

expansion  of  areas
of  cooperation. He
also emphasized the
significance of agreeing
on investments that
contribute positively
to sustainable
development. In
response Al-Huwaizi
reiterated thecommitment
of the Saudi private sector
to achieving common
interests and enhancing
bilateral economic and
trade cooperation.
He  emphasized the
importance of intensifying
business visits between
entrepreneurs and
addressing any obstacles
that impede the growth of
trade exchanges
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Hardline settlers storm
Al-Agsa Mosque

Jerusalem

Scores of Jewish extremist
settlers early Tuesday stormed
the Al-Agsa Mosque/ al-
Haram al-Sharif compound
in occupied East Jerusalem:
according to an  official
Palestinian source.

In a statement: the General
Islamic Endowments Department
in Jerusalem said that the settlers

carried out today’s raids through
al-Magharebah ~ Gate  under
the heavy protection of Israeli
escort¢ who restricted Muslim
worshippers' access to the mosque
to secure the settlers' incursions.
"The settlers provocatively toured
the Mosque's yards and performed
Talmudic rituals amid a state of
anger inside the compound.” it
added.

Army downs narcotics-laden
drone on eastern borders

Amman

The Eastern Military Zone
unit early Tuesday shot down a
drug-filled drone flown across the
border from inside Syrian territory:
according to a statement by the
Jordan Armed Forces-Arab Army
(JAF).

A JAF source said the drone
was intercepted by border guards:
in coordination with the military
security services and the Anti-
Narcotics Department:  who
detected an attempt to illegally

cross the Jordanian frontiers from
Syria and immediately shot it
down.

In addition: the source indicated
that a search of the crash site
revealed that the unmanned aerial
vehicle was carrying 500 grams of
crystal. noting that the seized items
were transferred to the concerned
authorities. The source underscored
that the army will not tolerate any
attempt to infiltrate the Kingdom's
frontiers and will prevent any
violation of national security.

Collapsed wall kills one,
injures two in Amman

Amman

A falling retaining wall resulted in
one person's death and two others'
injuries in Amman on Tuesday.

The Public Security Department

spokesman said that the civil defense
teams freed them from under the
rubble of the retaining wall at a
construction site and transferred
them to the hospital.

REGIONAL MEETING EXPLORES REPRODUCTIVE
HEALTH PRIORITIES IN JORDAN, EGYPT, LEBANON

Amman
The Higher Population
Council (HPC): in

collaboration with Share-
Net Jordan: organized a
regional meeting to delve
into the pressing matters:
programs: and challenges
concerning  reproductive
and sexual health. The
meeting is a pivotal step
in  Share-Net Jordan's
expanded engagement at the
regional level.

According to an HPC
statement released Tuesday:
the meeting centered on the
comprehensive presentation
of three working papers:
effectively shedding light
on the issues. priorities
challenges and the existing
landscape of reproductive
and sexual health in Jordan:
Egypt. and Lebanon.

The inaugural paper:
entitled "Reproductive and
Sexual Health in Jordan:
Issues and Needs:" was
presented by HPC Secretary-
General Issa Al-Masara.
He comprehensively
addressed various aspects
of reproductive and sexual
health across three distinct

life  stages: premarital
maritali and aging. The
primary  objective  was
to identify pertinent
reproductive and sexual
health matters: ascertain the
research needs( and pinpoint
the gaps within policy
implementation: programs:
and legislation.

The second  paper:
delivered by Hassan
Zaki from the American
Universityin Cairo: provided
a detailed overview of the
prevailing conditions and

dimensions of reproductive
and sexual health in Egypt.

This comprehensive
document outlined the
key strategies employed to
address reproductive and
sexual health issues: while
also spotlighting the major

stakeholders: ongoing
initiativess  and related
activities within Egypt.

The third paper:
presented by  Jocelyn

DeJong from the Faculty
of Health Sciences at the
American University of
Beirut. offered a thorough

analysis of the state of
reproductive and sexual
health in Lebanon. Her
discourse  focused on
reproductive and sexual
health  priorities: recent
advancements. strategies:
and policies aimed at
safeguarding reproductive
and sexual health rights.
Additionally. the paper
highlighted the challenges
and obstacles hampering
access to relevant services:
their qualityc and the
potential for improvement.

The workshop concluded

with an engaging dialogue
session with the participation

of relevant experts and
representatives from
partnering organizations

active in this field within
Jordan. The session fostered

discussions on  regional
priorities concerning
reproductive and sexual
health.

During the dialogue
sessionc the  participants

underscored the paramount
importance of exchanging
knowledge between regional
countries ~ to  enhance

reproductive and sexual
health across diverse
life stages and genders.
Moreover:. the significance

of providing accurate and

comprehensive data and
information for research
and study purposes was

emphasized: along with the
imperative of improving
access to reproductive and
sexual health information
and services for adolescents.

Addressing common
issues within this field
establishing expert working
groups at the regional

level to study and devise
practical measures as well
as integrating reproductive
and sexual health concepts
into appropriate educational
curricula, were recognized as
crucial steps.

The meeting witnessed the
attendance of representatives
from several ministries:
institutions: Jordanian
universitiess and pertinent
international entities:
collectively =~ demonstrating
their =~ commitment  to
advancing reproductive and
sexual health in the region.
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Queen Rania attends King Hussein Cancer
Foundation’s Hope Gala fundraiser

Amman

Her  Majesty  Queen
Rania Al Abdullah attended
the King Hussein Cancer
Foundation’s (KHCF) 2023
Hope Gala fundraising
event on Monday. which
was held in Amman under
the patronage of Their
Majesties King Abdullah
II and Queen Rania. The
event aims to support
projects that sustain the fight
against cancer in Jordan
and the region: such as the
establishment of specialized
centers across Jordan under
the banner of the King
Hussein Cancer Center
(KHCC). These include the
upcoming King Abdullah II
ibn Al Hussein Building in
Aqaba: and two additional
buildings in Amman for
pediatric  treatment and
cancer research. The gala
was attended by Their Royal
Highnesses Prince Talal bin
Muhammad: special adviser
to His Majesty. and Princess
Ghida Talal: Chairperson
of the KHCC and KHCF: as
well as Prime Minister Bisher

Khasawneh and Former
Lebanese Prime Minister
Tammam Salam.

During ~ her  remarks:

Princess Ghida spoke about the
foundation and center’s ongoing

efforts to ensure accessible cancer
1w .
care. "We pledge to continue our

Hawari, Kurdistan Region of Iraq
president talk health cooperation

Amman

The Health Minister of Jordan:
Firas Hawaric and the President
of the Kurdistan Region of Iraq:
Nechirvan Barzanic  discussed
Monday ties between Jordan and
the Kurdistan region: strengthening
cooperation in health and leveraging
Jordan's expertise.

This came when Barzani received
Hawari in Erbili where Hawari said
Jordan is committed to providing
support and coordination in
health to the Kurdistan Regional
Government of Iraq and the region's
Health Ministry.

Barzani praised the cooperation
and coordination between Jordan

and Kurdistan's health ministries:
adding that the Kurdistan region
and Iraq can benefit from Jordan's
experience in medicine and
education.

Separately: the Prime Minister of
the region. Masrour Barzani; and
Hawari discussed organising the
Jordanian-Kurdish Health Week:
which is currently taking place in
Erbil.

Barzani lauded Jordan for
supporting the Kurdistan region:
especially during the COVID-19
pandemic and sending a field
hospital to the region: noting the
"importance” of strengthening
health cooperation with Jordan.

Lower House Speaker
meets Chinese: Irish envoys

Amman

Lower  House  Speaker
Ahmad Safadi Monday
discussed  during separate
meetings with China's

Ambassador to Jordan Chen
Chuandong and Irish envoy
Marianne Bolger prospects of
enhancing cooperation with
their countries in parliamentary
and other fields.

Safadi told

the Chinese

envoy that Jordan valued
Beijing's positions in support
of the Palestinian issue. and
also pointed to the importance
of enhancing trade and
parliamentary relations.

The Chinese diplomat
asserted his country's
support of the Hashemite
custodianship over Islamic
and Christian holy sites in
Jerusalem commending
Jordan's efforts to bring about
security and stability in the
region.

Safadi also noted during
his encounter with the
Irish ambassador the deep

Jordanian-Irish  friendship:
stressing  the  importance
of cooperation and joint

coordination to achieve
regional security and stability.
The Irish envoy expressed
her country's appreciation
for Jordan's key role in the
region. noting the importance
of the politicali economic and
administrative reforms the
Kingdom is carrying out.

one we must not tolerate"

fight against cancer recognizing formidable and deceptive; and Her
it as an adversary that is both

Throughout the gala; a number

Royal Highness said.

of cancer survivors and high-
level partners were recognized.

Workshop on agricultural
water conservation kicks off

Amman

In an endeavor to foster
sustainable practices in
agriculture. the Ministry
of Water and Irrigation
Monday initiated the first
workshop for the national
action plan for water
conservationinagriculture.

The Secretary-General
of the Ministry of Water
and Irrigation.  Jihad
Mahameed. elucidated
on the purpose of these
workshops during
the  inauguration. He
emphasized their role in
identitying and addressing
the challenges that hinder
water conservation within
the agricultural sector.

In doing so¢ they lay
the groundwork for the

national action plan for
water  conservation in
agriculture. a pivotal
element in achieving food
security. he added.
Mahameed highlighted
several daunting challenges
the sector grapples with:
including a  widening
demand-supply gap:

climate change: population
growth: among  other
factors. He  indicated

that these hurdles have
precipitated a decline in
the annual per capita water
allocation to 61 cubic
meters per year.

In response to these
challenges: Mahameed
shed light on the strategic
plan for  20232040-
launched by the Ministry.

The plan aims to preserve
water resources: augment
water  supply  through
non-conventional sources
such as the national carrier
projecte which is slated
to deliver 300 million
cubic meters of water
and considerably expand
wastewater treatment
for  irrigation  reuse.
Furthermore: the strategic
plan envisions enhancing
supply  efficiency  for
potable water. meeting the
water needs for industrial
agricultural and tourism

investments: building
efficient management
to mitigate climate
change effectss curbing

groundwater depletion: and
establishing ~ governance

within the sector.
Mahameed also expressed
gratitude for the support
of the US Agency for
International Development
(USAID). He wurged all
stakeholders to pool their
efforts towards formulating
and  implementing a
national plan for water
conservation in agriculture:
with the goal of elevating
the sector's efficiency.
Among those present at the
inauguration were Frank
O'Brien: the Director of
the Water Conservation
Project funded by USAID:
as well as representatives
from governmental and
academic institutions. the
private sector and farming
communities.

Jordan Lower House
morns MP Khasawneh

Amman

The Speaker of
the Lower House of
Jordan. Ahmad Safadi
mourned Monday MP
Yasar Khasawneh
who died today.

Safadi said: "With
the departure of MP
Yasar Khasawneh:
we lost a dear brother
who always embodied
the voice of wisdom
and high morals.
The deceased was a
model of devotion and
loyalty to his country:
King and nation.

The Lower House
expressed condolences
to the family of Yasar.
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