SSC chief urges
stronger public-
private efforts to cut
unemployment

JIDA implements regulatory ==
plan for Shawarma
establishments to ensure
public safety

Preparatory gathering S T

held ahead of upcoming
Jordanian-Algerian
committee meeting
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LOCAL

Preparatory gathering held ahead of upcoming
Jordanian-Algerian committee meeting

Amman
A preparatory
technical meeting for

the 9th edition of the
Jordanian- Algerian Joint
Committee meeting;
which is slated for June
13th began in Amman
on Sunday to discuss a
number of issues aimed
at strengthening bilateral
cooperation.

The meeting was
headed by the Secretary-
General of the Ministry
of Industry. Trade and
Supply Dana Zoubi and
Director General of Arab
Countries at the Ministry
of  Foreign Affairs
Noureddine Khandoudi

with the participation
of representatives  of
the relevant ministries
and institutions in both
countries.

Zoubi  stressed the
importance of  the
meetings following the

efforts exerted to enhance
bilateral cooperation
between the two countries
in various fields: in
addition to following up
on the implementation

of the outcomes of His
Majesty King Abdullah
I's visit to Algeria last

December and the
subsequent meetings and
visits.

She underscored
the importance of the
recently-signed road
map:« which established
a list of economic areas
of common interest
includingincreasingtrade:
stimulating  investment
exchanging experiences
and cooperation in the

fields of energy: health:
agriculture and tourism.
She pointed out that
the volume of trade
exchange between the
two countriesc which
amounts to about $250
millionc is "modest."
which  requires joint
action to increase it
and  maximize the
benefit from the
available opportunities:
activating the 1997 trade
cooperation agreement
and addressing obstacles

facing the private sector
in the two countries to
access markets.

For his partc Khandoudi
said that the meetings of
the 9th edition of the joint
committee will tackle
many issues that would
improve cooperation
in the coming period
and build on previous
achievements.  pointing
to the importance of
following up on the
implementation of other
agreements.

2023 iy (12) pid¥
(3122) adatt

Al-Balga» Applied University highlights
efforts to enhance world ranking

Salt

During his visit to Al- Balqga'
Applied  University (BAU) on
Sunday:. Regional Director for the
Middle Eastc North Africaand South
Asia for the QS World University
Rankings: Dr. Ashwin Fernandes:
was briefed on the university's
efforts to achieve its strategic goals
and enhance its position among
international universities.

BAU Presidentt Ahmed Fakhry
Ajlounic affirmed the university's
endeavor to strengthen its local
and international partnerships

to improve its educational and
learning process. enhance academic
exchange opportunities for faculty
members: pledging its keenness to
develop quality academic programs
to attract more foreign students.

Meanwhile; Ashwin  lauded
Jordan's higher education
institutions expressing  thanks
to BAU's administration for

providing the opportunity to hold
this meetingc which is reflected
in highlighting its "true" role in
serving and developing societies by
graduating qualified alumni.

Telecommunications
commission partakes in GSR-23

Amman

The Telecommunications
Regulatory Commission (TRC)
participated in  the  Global
Symposium for Regulators (GSR-
23). which took place in Sharm
el-Sheikh: Egypt: from 5 to 8 June
2023 and was organized by the
International Telecommunication
Union (ITU).

The TRC Chairman Bassam
Sarhan said the participation in
the annual symposium aimed at
promoting global dialogue on

regional regulatory issues and
adopting a set of guidelines for best
regulatory practices.

The delegation: he continued.
held several meetings with
the participating delegation
heads to coordinate between
regulatory departments and
international bodies and
exchange experiences.

He added that separate
meetings were held with Egypt's
National Telecommunications
Regulatory Authority. US Federal
Communications Commission and
ITU Arab Regional Office to discuss
regulatory affairs. the introduction
of 5G to Jordan. digitization
initiatives: and projects carried out
by the TRC.

Ministry of Digital Economy launches citizen
questionnaire to enhance government services

Amman

The Ministry of
Digital Economy and
Entrepreneurship has

introduced a questionnaire
on the e-Government portal
(www.jordan.gov.jo). a step
towards enhancing public
participation and improving

government services. In a Through this initiative; the
statement on Sunday. the ministry invites all citizens
ministry  highlighted the to actively participate by

purpose of the questionnaire to
gather valuable feedback from
citizens regarding government
services that are earmarked for
automation and integration
into the SANAD application.

sharing their opinions and
suggestions on the digitization
of government services provided
by key entities such as the
Jordan Media Commission:
the Energy and Minerals

Regulatory Commission: and
the Civil Aviation Regulatory
Commission. To ensure easy
access and maximum citizen
engagement; the questionnaire
is now available on the official
e-Government portal at the
following link: https://portal.
jordan. gov.jo/wps/portal/

Home/Connect/Survey. The
deadlineforparticipationhasbeen
set for June 12th. Underscoring
the significance of this initiative;
the ministry emphasized its
commitment to reinforcing
community participation in
decision- making processes:
fostering  transparency. and

cultivating trust in government
performance. By actively
seeking citizen feedback: the
government aims to enhance the
efficiency and effectiveness of
e-government services. aligning
them more closely with the
needs and expectations of the
beneficiaries.

JFDA IMPLEMENTS REGULATORY PLAN FOR SHAWARMA

ESTABLISHMENTS TO ENSURE PUBLIC SAFETY

Amman

The Jordan Food and
Drug Administration
(JFDA) has commenced
the implementation of its
comprehensive regulatory
plan for shawarma
establishments during
the summer season. The
plan comprises a series of
proactive measures aimed
at raising awareness:
strengthening regulations:
and conducting thorough
inspections to bolster food
monitoring and traceability
systems: ultimately
safeguarding the health and
safety of citizens.

In a statement released
on Sunday: JFDA Director-
General Nizar Mubhaidat
highlighted  the  strict
regulatory  actions  that
will be enforced. These
measures include intensified
field inspections of all food
establishments specializing
in fast food: with a particular
focus on the shawarma
sector. The inspections will
also be extended to examine

the sources of chicken
utilized in shawarma
preparation ensuring

their compliance with the
declared source as provided
by relevant stakeholders.

To further reinforce food
safety. the Administration
has introduced a rapid
and immediate field test
specifically  designed to
detect the presence of
albumin protein.  This
test serves to identify any
prohibited use of eggs or egg
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powder in the preparation
of shawarma fillings. thus
preventing potential health
risks associated with such
practices.

The regulatory plan will
additionally concentrate on
intensifying and expanding
the sampling of ready-to-

£

eat shawarma meals for
assessment of their suitability
for human consumption. Of
particular importance is the
priority given to examining
and detecting the presence
of  Salmonella  bacteria
through the collection of
samples. which will undergo

o

v 4 P

laboratory tests within a
swift 24-hour timeframe.
This comprehensive plan
represents a continuation
of the JFDA's ongoing
commitment to enhance
regulatory procedures and
provide steadfast support
in ensuring food safety. Its

implementation is expected
to  significantly augment
the efficiency of control
measures, particularly during
the summer season when
rising temperatures amplify
theimportance of ensuring the
safety and appropriateness of
fast food for consumption.
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SSC chief urges stronger public-
private efforts to cut unemployment

Amman

The technical team of the
Decent Work and Social
Security axis of Jordan
National Social Protection
Strategy on Sunday held
a meeting to discuss ways
to provide an "appropriate
and  stimulating”  work
environment for the private
sector.

Speaking at the meeting:
Director General of Social
Security Corporation (SSC):
Mohammad Tarawneh: who
is head of the technical team
in charge of this axis. stressed
importance of developing
workforce skills¢ training
future workers to enter labor
market and seize private
sector's opportunities.

At the  government private sector to create job
levelc he noted Economic opportunities. sector:
Modernization Vision Tarawneh indicated that
(EMV) for 2033 focuses providing an "appropriate
on shifting towards the and  stimulating”  work

Inflation up 3.36pctin
January-May of 2023
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environment in the private

standards; and guaranteeing
workers’ rights are protected
by legislation: including their

Amman

The Consumer Price Index
(CPI): a measure of inflation: edged
up 3.36 percent in the Janurary-
May period of 2023, reaching 108.5
points against 104.97 in 2022.

According to a monthly report
issued by the Department of
Statistics (DoS) on Sunday: the
biggest drivers of the increase
were rentsc which contributed
5.17 percent: followed by fuels
and lighting with 18.4 percent
transportation with 3.14 percent:

dairy products with 8.59 percent
and health with 6.5 percent.

Last May. inflation increased
by 1.96 to 108.62 points compared
to 106.53 points recorded in the
same month of 2022, the figures
showed.

Rents contributed 5.17 percent to
the monthly increase: followed by
transportation with 2.45 percent:
dairy products with 7.56 percent:
health with 6.18 percent and
culture and entertainment with 9.27
percent.

Health minister: Iraqi
counterpart talk cooperation

Amman

Minister of Health
Firas Hawari and his Iraqi
counterpart Salih al-Hasnawi
discussed during a meeting in
Baghdad on Sunday prospects
for health cooperation between
the two countries.

Hawari said during a press
conference after the meeting
that many issues related to

health cooperation between the
two countries were discussed:
adding that the two ministers
agreed to boost cooperation for
the benefit of the two countries.

For his part; al-Hasnawi
underscored that his country's
ministry will continue
implementing the priorities
of a government program on
cooperation.

decent work

right to social security.

Tarawneh
this process ensures that job
opportunities are "fair and
equitable." which is reflected

"positively” in
Jordan's economic growth
and increasing the private

advancing
added  that
sector’s  contribution to
reducing unemployment and

providing job opportunities.

Public institutions: he
said¢ should facilitate the
private sector's efforts to find
decent job opportunities
and reduce unemployment
rates.

Tarawneh also stressed
importance of partnership
and networking with the
public and private sectors:
adding that the technical
team should work jointly to
make its outcomes "effective
and participatory".

He called on the
technical team's members
to enter partnerships with
stakeholders  in  social
protection field: to promote
a "decent and fair" work
environment: and  find
"easy and  appropriate”
mechanisms  to  launch
dialogue with the private
sector to provide a decent
work environment.

Jordan-lraq business forum
to commence 20 June

Amman

Dozens of government
officials; business owners:
and companies hailing
from Jordan and Iraq will
convene at an economic
forum aimed at elevating
the commerciali industrial
and investment relations
between the two nations.

Organized by  the
Iraqi Business Council in
Jordan. the two-day forum
will be held in Amman on
the 20th of June under the
slogan "Building Bridges of

Joint Prosperity”. focusing countries." stressing the exhibition will be held for
on  industry. finance. Council's commitment businesses to showcase
communications and to building on signed their products and services
information  technology. agreements. Seminars to industry experts and
contracting. constructioni on investment: industry. explore new distribution
real estate. energy. and housing: financingi and opportunities to help boost
mining. creating opportunities for trade between the two

At a press conference banks:financialcompaniesc countries. In 2006; the
held Sunday:  Vice and Jordanian exchange Council was founded in

Chairman of the Council
Saad Naji said the forum
is held to "serve our
common interests; ensure
joint  partnerships are
established: and capitalize
on opportunities in both

companies to enter the Iraqi
markets will be held during
the forum: in addition to
discussing many recent
business-related studies
and research: he added.

Furthermore: an

Jordan to serve as a platform
for businessmen to share
their views: exchange ideas
andinformation: and create
employment opportunities
through trade and social
missions.

Jordan seeks to develop green
hydrogen strategy-Energy Minister

Amman

Jordan supports and
stimulates steps to develop
greenhydrogen production
sector¢ to become a hub
for its production in the
region: Minister of Energy
and Mineral Resources:
Saleh Kharabsheh. said.

During the workshop:

"Discussing Green
Hydrogen Strategy in
Jordan" on  Sunday:
Kharabsheh thanked

USAID  Energy Sector
Support Activity for its
continued cooperation and
partnership in preparing

the draft strategy.
The minister also
valued interest of the

participating parties in
developing the draft to
enhance sustainability and
improve ways of relying on
self-resources in Jordan's
energy sector.

The workshop aims
to develop a draft green
hydrogen strategy
as a requirement for
outlining a roadmap for
green hydrogen use and
production in  Jordan:
which is in line with the
ministry's efforts to achieve
requirements of Economic
Modernization Vision
(EMV) for 2023 according

to an Energy Ministry
statement.

The workshop is a
"crucial” part of the
ministry's ongoing
consultations  with  the
sector's key partners to
review pivotal aspects of
the draft green hydrogen
strategy and the sector's
action plan to set the best
strategic  priorities and
options in Jordan.

The Ministry. with the
support of USAID Energy
Sector Support Activity:

reviews outcomes and
recommendations of
previous studies in the
green hydrogen industry
in Jordan  primarily
sources of future demand:
export opportunities. key
customers; and investment
requirements: the
statement said

The workshop provided
partners with the
opportunity to respond
to questions ahead of
outlining the proposed
action plan: setting main
activities to develop the
sector. as well as tackling
partner requirements and
the industry's challenges:
especially green hydrogen
consumers: the statement
added.
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