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«<Documentation of Traditional Medicinal
Knowledge in Jordan» Project concluded

Amman
Jordan  Society
Scientific
Entrepreneurship:
Creativity

(UNDP) - Small
Grants Programme;
announced conclusion
of "Documentation of
Traditional Medicinal
Knowledge in Jordan
" projectt which was

implemented in a number
of the Kingdom's various

governorates.
Project

the JSSREC-UNDP
closing workshop held
on Saturday.  which
saw participation

for
Research;
and
(JSSREC)
and the United Nations
Development Programme

activities
were concluded during

of government
representativesc NGOs:
specialists and partners.
Speaking at the
workshop: head of the
project's advisory body:

former Minister of
Agricultures  Mahmoud
Duwairi highlighted

importance of preserving
Jordan'sbiodiversityatthis
time. as this sector faces

"remarkable” dangers:
primarily  deterioration
and poverty.

For his part:

representative  of  the
UNDP Regional Office
Anas Khasawneh
referred to the current
partnership between
Jordan and UNDP and
the agency's keenness

to support "pioneering
and purposeful"
enterprises: primarily
medical knowledge
documentation

project: which achieved
"outstanding” success
and served a sector that
receivesinterestofa "large"
group of Jordanians and
others.

Khasawneh also
noted UNDP has been
working in Jordan
since its establishment
30 years ago. with
the aim of supporting
local projects to create
initiatives that protect

environment and
help people's living
capabilities¢  stressing

theproject'simportance

in documenting and
transferring  Jordan's
traditional medical
knowledge.

Meanwhile: the

project manager. Sabah
Seifan( reviewed the one-
year project's outcomes
and its role in achieving
sustainable development
goals by
and empowering local
communities
providing opportunities
for
cooperation
interested parties in
documenting and using

supporting
and

and
among

networking

traditional Jordanian
medical knowledge
and the mechanism for
benefiting from this
data.

Saudi FM says normalisation with Israel would have

Washington

UsS Secretary of
State Anthony Blinken
on  Thursday urged
Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu not
to undermine prospects
for a Palestinian state
following talks he held
in Saudi Arabia( during
which Riyadh insisted
on linking normalisation
to peace with the
Palestinians.

The Saudi Foreign
Minister. Prince Faisal
bin Farhan( said in
a press statement
that normalisation
with Israel "is in the
interest of the region:
but without peace with
the Palestinians¢ any
normalisation with
Israel will have limited
benefitc and we must
focus on reaching a path
that provides peace:

justice and dignity for
the Palestinians.”

At the end of his visit to
Saudi Arabia; Blinken held

telephone  conversations
with Netanyahu to
discuss "deepening
Israel's integration into

the Middle East through

normalisation with
countries in the region."
according to US State
Department spokesman
Matthew Miller. Miller said
that Blinken discussed the
necessity of fulfilling the
pledges made in regional
meetings held in Aqaba and

imited benefit without peace with Palestinians

Sharm el-Sheikh to avoid
measures that undermine
the prospects for a two-
state solution: referring to
talks held earlier in the year
in Jordan and Egypt that
brought together Israeli
Palestinian and American
officials

Amman

A delegation representing Board
of Directors of Jordan Chamber of
Commerce (JCC) will participate
in the 10th Arab-China Business
Conference: which is scheduled
to begin in the capital¢ Riyadh on
Sunday.

According to a JCC statement
released on Saturday: the chamber's
chairman. Khalil Hajj Tawfiqc who
heads the delegation: said JCC's
participation in the conference:
which is viewed a key economic
event. reflects its keenness to

e &'35?3(11211))::: ‘16
JCC to take part in 10th Arab-China
Business Conference in Riyadh

promote Jordan's economic
opportunities in multiple strategic
sectors and network with business
owners and activities of the Arab
and Chinese private sectors.

The event: which is sponsored by
Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed
bin Salman: aims to strengthen
trade and economic cooperation
among Arab and Chinese business
communitiess and explore joint
investment opportunities in
multiple sectors. mainly technology:
renewable energy: agriculture. real
estate; minerals and supply chains.

Jordans trade balance surplus with
Algeria at JD15min in Q1 2023-DoS

Amman

The Kingdom's trade balance
with Algeria achieved a surplus of
JD15 million during the January-
April period of 2023, Department
of Statistics (DoS) said.

According to the DoS foreign
trade data: Jordan's exports to
Algeria grew during the first quarter
0f 2023 to reach about JD23 million:
compared to JD13 million for the
same period last year.

Meanwhile. the  Kingdom's
imports from Algeria decreased
during the first quarter of 2023 to
reach about JD8 million: compared
to the same period last year. which

amounted to JD38 million.

As per the DoS's statistics
volume of Jordan-Algeria trade
exchange during the first quarter
of 2023 amounted to about JD31
million compared to about JD51
million for the same period 2022.

Jordan's exports to Algeria focus
on fertilizers pharmaceutical and
chemical products. essential oils
plasticsc aluminum: clothing «
machinery and electric appliances.

Among the Kingdom's key
imports from Algeria are fruits
vegetables. sugar products. grain:
paperboard: ceramic products. and
electric equipment.

WHITE HOUSE DENIES REPORTS THAT
CHINA ESTABLISHED SPY BASE IN CUB&

Washington

The White House has denied reports that
China intends to establish a monitoring
base in Cuba off the US coast.

The Wall Street Journal reported that
Beijing and Havana had concluded a secret
agreement to set up a Chinese electronic
espionage facility on the Caribbean island
that could monitor communications along
the southeast of the US: where the HQ of
the US military's Southern and Central
Command are located: both in Florida.

Accordingtothenewspaper: and quoting
unnamed US officialsc China would pay
Cuba billions of dollars for the construction
of the facility amidst tension in relations
between Washington and Beijing against
the backdrop of Washington's support for
the autonomy of Taiwan.

In a statement to MSNBC: John Kirby:
a spokesman for the National Security
Council at the White House: denied the

information.
Pentagon

about the report.

spokesman
described the Wall Street Journal report as
inaccurate; but Democratic Senators Mark
Warner and Republican Marco Rubio: who
chair the Senate Intelligence Committee
and are usually briefed on security issues:
expressed in a statement "grave concern"

Pat  Riley
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Jordan, Yemen discuss tourism relations

Jordan, lraq hold talks on
cooperation in peaceful nuclear energy

Amman
Jordan Atomic Energy
Commission Chairman Khaled

Tougan said Saturday the Kingdom
is interested in  expanding
cooperation with Iraq and all Arab
countries in the peaceful use of
nuclear energy: and is willing to
offer technical support and training
and exchange expertise in this field.

Touqan said during a recent
meeting with an Iraqi delegation
led by Minister of Higher Education
and  Scientific Research and
Head of the Iraqi Atomic Energy
Commission Naeem Al-Aboudi
that Jordan is keen on cementing
ties with Iraqc particularly in
scientific and technological fields
and the use of nuclear energy for
peaceful purposes.

The Jordanian nuclear reactor:
he pointed out: is a landmark
national scientific achievement:
thanks to Jordanian expertise and
competencies that endeavored
to reach an advanced level in the
national nuclear program for

peaceful purposes and keep pace
with global scientific developments
in this domain.

Toukan pointed to the various
components of the Jordanian
nuclear energy program: including
the nuclear power plant: the nuclear
reactor for research and training
the uranium exploration and mining
project and the development of
human resources: as well as the
work of the Synchrotron-light
for Experimental Science and
Applications in the Middle East
(SESAME). For his part; Al- Aboudi
commended the model progress
Jordan made in the nuclear field:
adding that Iraq continued to
enhance cooperation and share
Jordan's scientific expertise.

Toukan accompanied the Iraqi
minister and his delegation on a
visit to the Jordan University of
Science and Technology: where they
were briefed on future projects and
aspiration to make the university
a scientific center at the Arab and
international levels.

National Employment Programme

=

Amman

National Employment
Programme  helped 22:529
people find jobs: wunder

agreements signed with Jordan's
private sector establishments:
which totaled 1.003.

According to  statistics
recently obtained by "Petra.”
the number of beneficiaries of
National Aid Fund (NAF) cash
assistance reached 754 women
and 927 men.

The highest employment
rates went to Jordan's industrial
sector. followed by the
education and tourism sectors:
respectively. then the mining
industry. the statistics showed.

A total of 58810 job seekers
registered in the programme:
of whom 28,574 are females

helped 22529 people find jobs- Statistics

and 30:236 are males.

Under the programme: a
man or woman employed by
a private sector establishment
will receive JD130 as monthly
wage subsidy provided that the
employer offers the employee a
one-year contract.

The programme:
which is a priority of the

government's economic
action plans 20212023-
comes in line with its
directives to empower

Jordanian youth in the age
group between 1840- years.
The programme also aims to
stimulate Jordan's private sector
to provide job opportunities to
employ jobless Jordanians in
all economic sectors in all the
Kingdom's governorates.

Amman
Minister of Tourism and
Antiquities Makram  Al-

Qaisi and Yemeni Minister
of Information: Culture
and Tourism Muammar Al-
Eryani Saturday discussed
prospects of  promoting
tourism between Jordan and
Yemen.

Al-Qaisi told
Yemeni minister and an
accompanying  delegation
that he will consider all

the

matters related to the arrival
of Yemeni tourists to Jordan
with relevant entities: noting
the Ministry's efforts to
facilitate entry procedures.
He said the ministry would
cooperate with the Yemeni
side in training matters and
developing human resources
to promote tourism¢ and
is continuing to restore
archaeological sites through
the Tourism Promotion
Board and the Antiquities

Department.

Al-Qaisi  pointed  to
medical tourism in Jordan:
which has the capabilities:
skilled cadres and medical
experts. The Yemeni minister
said his country is interested
in forging closer cooperation
in medical tourism due to
Jordan's reputation in this
field calling for facilitating
the procedures for Yemeni
patients seeking treatment in
Jordan.

Jordan, Egypt sigh agreement
on use of gas facilities

Amman

Jordan and  Egypt
Saturday signed a
cooperation agreement
under which Egypt will
use the Agqaba Floating
Storage Regasification
Unit (FSRU) during the
remaining period of the
floating vessel's charter
contract.

Director General of
the National Electricity
Company (NEPCO)
Amjad Rawashdeh and
Egyptian  Natural Gas
Holding Company (EGAS)
Chairmn Magdy Galal
signed the agreement
duringaceremonyattended
by Minister of Energy and
Mineral Resources Saleh
Kharabsheh and Egyptian
Minister of Petroleum and
Mineral Resources Tarek
El-Mulla.

Kharabsheh said the
main objective of the
agreement is to benefit
from the resources of the

g

two countries with higher
efficiency at a lower cost
stressing that the use of
the floating vessel in Aqaba
will run until the end of
its charter contract in
late 2025, after which the
coastal gasification unit
the ministry is currently
implementing will be used.

He said the energy
ministry is in the process
of issuing bids for the
gasification unit and
that a perspective on

—

how far the designs meet
the needs of the two
countries will be in place
in the next two months:
adding that the Jordanian
government will launch
the national program
to supply natural gas to
factories as well as homes
in Amman and Zarqa
urging Egyptian firms to
invest in it.

For his parte the
Egyptian minister said his
country has the expertise in

=

[

domestic gas applications
and will help to maximize
Jordan's benefit in
this field. stressing the
importance of Jordanian-
Egyptian cooperation in
implementing a number of
energy projects.

He noted that Egypt has
multiple energy efliciency
and carbon emissions and
global warming reduction
venturesc adding  that
natural gas is a top priority
in industrial projects.

Jordan energy minister participates in Arab,
Chinese Businessmen Conference sessions

Amman

The Energy Minister of
Jordan. Saleh Kharabsheh:
is scheduled to participate

in one of the sessions
of the tenth session
of the Arab-Chinese

Businessmen Conference
entitled "Cooperation for
Prosperity." which will start
its Riyadh next Sunday.
The two-day conference
is organised by the Saudi
Ministry of Investment

and the General Secretariat
of the Arab League: the
Chinese Council for the
Promotion of International
Trade and the Union of
Arab Chambers.
According to a

statement the session: in
which Minister Kharabsheh
will participate. will focus

on innovative ways to
produce clean energy:
renewables and reduce

carbon emissions.

World Tourism Organisation delegates,
Arab ministers visit Umm Qais

Umm Qais: Irbid

Jordan's Tourism
Ministerc Makram Qaisis
accompanied Thursday the
Regional Director for the
Middle East at the World
Tourism Organization
and delegations from the
ministries of tourism of the
Arab countries members of
theregional committeeona
tour to Umm Qais in Irbid.
Qaisi told the Jordan News
Agency that the visit comes
after the World Tourism
Organisation selected the
village of Umm Qais as one
of the "best" tourist villages
in the world.

He said that the
organisation chose Umm
Qais for its tourist and
historical value. adding
that the choice would
reflect positively on the
members of the local
community economically

and increase the number of
tourists.

The delegation
was briefed on the

most prominent
touristc  historical  and
archaeological sites that
characterise Umm Qais

and on the products and
handicrafts made by the
local communities in the
village.
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