Arab universities Petra sees increase Local charity Jordan,s
association holds in visitors, may highlights five-year exports up
3rd conference for break record with achievements of to JD1.975
presidents of Arab, 1.5mln visitors by Makani joint project binin Q1
Russian universities year-end - authority with UNICEF 2023-DoS
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LOCAL

Local charity highlights five-
year achievements of Makani
joint project with UNICEF

Amman

TheIslamic Charity Center Society
(ICCS) on Saturday celebrated the
achievements of the "Makani <My
Place> Project in Five Years." which
was implemented in partnership
with the United Nations Children's
Fund (UNICEF) to  support
education services. youth capacity
building: community innovation:
child protection: early childhood
development: health education and
the mobile clinic.

Head of the ICCS Jamil Dhaisat
said that the Makani project is being
carried out in 8 governorates and 45
poor areas and employs more than
600 workers and volunteers: costing
about JD36 million: 80 percent of
which were covered by UNICEF. Its
services have reached more than 1.25
million young men and women:
children and women.

In a speech delivered on behalf

of Minister of Social Development
Wafaa Bani Mustafa, the Secretary-
General of the ministry Barq Damour
stressed that the networking and
cooperation approach establishes
a culture of voluntary civil work:
enhances the spirit of initiative and
instills a sense of belonging: lauding
the efforts of the ICCS in this area.

Damour also pointed out the
importance of benefiting from
modern technological developments
to achieve social protection: adding
that technology should play an active
role in line with the societal needs
and desires of the targeted citizens in
the targeted programs.

Deputy Representativeat UNICEF
Jordan Shairose Mawji said that the
Ministry of Social Development
plays a key role in implementing the
Makani project: the impact of which
is clear on the children who benefit
from the project
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Arab universities association holds 3rd conference
for presidents of Arab, Russian universities

Amman

- The Association
of Arab  Universities
(AARU) organized

on Saturday the third
conference of presidents
of Arab and Russian
universities at the
University of Sharjah:
with the participation of
more than 200 Arab and
Russian universities.

In a statement:
Secretary-General of the
AAU Amr Ezzat Salama
said during the opening
ceremony that Arab-
Russian relations have
witnessed great growth
in the field of higher
education over decades:
and continuous cultural
and scientific exchange.

He added that more
than 50,000 Arab students
are studying in Russian
universities; pointing to
hundreds of thousands of
graduates from various
scientific  and human
disciplines: which.
he noted: reflects the
importance of concerted
efforts to bring about the
required development
in the fields of research:
joint scientific publishing:
mutual scientific visits
and the exchange of

experiences and resources.

He pointed to the need
to increase the volume of
cooperation between the
members of the association
in the scientific. economic
and social fields and joint
coordination to enhance
cooperation and allow
the  establishment of
joint applied educational
and training programs:
in addition to creating
a  suitable scientific
environment to build
the future and human
resources.

The sessions of the
conference will discuss
raising the level of
teaching: learning and
scientific research through
partnership with the most
prestigious Arab and
international universities:
and setting strategies and
frameworks for exchange
between universities in
various fields.

On the sidelines of
the conference: about
40 memoranda of

understanding were signed
between Arab and Russian

universities to strengthen
joint cooperation in the
field of scientific research
teaching and community
service.

It is worthy to note
that the Amman-based
Association of  Arab
Universities: which
was established in 1964
upon a resolution issued
by the Arab League: is

a non-governmental
independent
organization that has

280 Arab Universities as
members.

18 JORDANIAN COMPANIES TO TAKE
PART IN SAUDI FOOD EXPO 2023-JEA

companies

food

specialized in
industries. especially

Khudari said the three-day
exhibition is "crucial” event

forums and exhibitions to
promote Jordanian products:

noted the exhibition provides
visitors with the opportunity

which covers an area of 225
square

meters. A "large"

Amman
The Jordan Exporters
Association (JEA) is

organizing the Kingdom's
participation in the Saudi
Food Expo 2023. which
will be held on June 20: at
the Riyadh International
Convention and Exhibition
Center.

In a statement on
Saturday: JEA head: Ahmed
Khudaric  said Jordan's
participation in the fair is
"key" for Jordanian industrial

in the current stage that is
witnessing global interest in
food security.

Khudari added that the
expo. in its first session:
constitutes "an important"
opportunity for Jordanian
companies to learn about the
latest developments in the
food industry and exchange
expertise with participants
from different countries
across the world.

for the food industry sectors
in the region and globally: as
the fair will bring together
international ~ companies:
producers. suppliers and
experts in the industry. as
well as international chefs.
JEA: he noted: continues
to provide all capabilities
aimed to enhance presence
of Jordanian  industrial
companies and exporters in
all specialized international

boost their competitiveness
externally. and open new
export markets for them.

Khudari said the Saudi
market is a "key" market
for Jordanian industrial
exports. especially  food:
stressing importance of the
"strong" relations between
the two brotherly countries
at various levels.

For his part. JEA Director
General; Halim Abu Rahma

to learn about food products
from multiple countries in
the region and the world:
exchange business and
expertise with exhibitors:
and discover the latest
products and technologies in
the food industry.

Abu Rahma said 18 local
companies specialized
in various fields of food
industries are participating
in the Jordanian pavilion:

number of visitors will check
Jordanian food products
that achieved an "advanced"
level of quality. and are
now competing “strongly”
in global markets. according
to Abu Rahma. Abu Rahma
called on Jordanian industrial
companies operating in the
food industry to seize the
opportunity to participate in
the exhibition and promote
their products.
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Jordan»>s exports up
to JD1.975bin in Q1 2023-DoS

LOCAL

Amman

Jordanian exports grew
with various trading partners
and economic blocs in the
first quarter of 2023 reaching
JD1.975 billion: compared to
JD1.815 billion for the same
period last year. Department

of Statistics (DoS) said.
According to DoS foreign
trade data: value of national
exports to the Greater Arab
Free Trade Area (GAFTA)
countries increased during
January-April period 2023
by 5.5% to reach JD630
million compared to JD597
million in 2022¢ driven by
the increase in the volume of
exports to the Saudi market
which amounted to about

JD204 million.

Meanwhile; value of
national exports to the
North American Free

Trade Agreement (NAFTA
countries during the first
quarter of 2023 rose by
11.2% to reach about JD418
million( compared to JD376
million in 2022 the DoS
figures showed.

.

This increase is driven by ~ grew during the first quarter to India; which amounted to the first quarter of 2023 by productsc amounting to
an increase in the volume of 2023¢ by 10% to reach JD419 million: the DoS data 28.3% to reach about JD81 about JD18 million.
of Jordanian exports to approximately]JD616millioni revealed. million: compared to JD63 As for the remaining
the United Statesc which compared to JD560 million In additionc value of million for the same period economic blocs: volume of
amounted to JD394 million.  for the same period last year. Jordanian exports to last year. Jordanian exports surged
National exports with driven by an increase in the European Union (EU) Belgium was the top in the first quarter of 2023
non-Arab Asian countries Vvolume of Jordanian exports countries also increased in EU importer of Jordanian by 4.9% to reach about

Special passport stamp
celebrates Royal wedding

the

replacing
according to the Jordan News
Agency: Petra. It symbolises the
joyous occasion of the Crown
Prince’s marriage to Miss Rajwa
Alseif and extends a warm welcome

AMMAN

To mark the wedding of
HRH Crown Prince Hussein: a
new stamp with the inscription
“rzy - JORDAN’S ROYAL
WEDDING” has been added
to passports of arrivals to the

existing stamps:

to visitors on this significant

Kingdom. national day.
This special stamp serves as an .The stamp will only be psed on
additional feature. rather than this specific day of celebration.

JD230 million compared to
JD219 million for the same
period last year. driven by
an increase in the volume
of exports to the free zone:
which amounted to about
JD106 million.

Petra sees increase in visitors, may break record
with 1.5min visitors by year-end - auhorit

Petra

With more and more
tourists flocking to visit
Jordan's tourist jewel
Petra; the red-rose city
may break a record in the
number of visitors by the
end of the current year.

According to figures

released  Saturday by
the Petra Tourism
Development Region

Authority (PDTRA). a
total of 610,722 tourists
visited Petra in the first
five months of 2023.
The authority's  Chief
Commissioner Suleiman
Farajat  explained that
this upward trend in the
number of visitors may be
record breaking: predicting
that the number of visitors
will hit 1.5 million by year-

end.
On a monthly leveli a

total of 139.685 people
visited Petra in May 2023,
indicating a 42-percent
growth from the same

g

month of last year
according to the figures.
Of those visitors: 119,128
were foreigners 4(912 were
Jordanians and 13,982 were
Arabs.

T

Farajat stressed that
the authority will take the
necessary measure for the
upcoming tourist season
to offer visitors a unique
experience.

The Syrian refugee who became mayor of a German village

But as
poured in from around the
world: it became clear that

congratulations

BERLIN he made his way through Althengstett town hall. having "to take responsibility hills: the village is surrounded
Ryyan Alshebl fled war- Macedonia  Serbia and He earned German not only for <myselfs but also by rolling fields lined with dry
torn Syria in 2015 arriving Croatia by public transport citizenship ~ in 20220 a for the environment” had stone walls and hedges.
on the Greek island of Lesbos and on foot. taking 12 days in prerequisite =~ for  anyone given him the drive to go into The far-right Alternative
after a harrowing four-hour total to reach Germany. who wants to stand in local politics. for Germany (AfD) party
journey on a rubber boat. He eventually ended up ata elections in Germany. "To  take on  this harnessed anger over the

Eight years on¢ he is the
mayor of a German village.

"It was dark and cold and
there was not a single light to
be seen on Lesbos." he recalls.

"A few hours ago we

had been in a normal
Mediterranean town in
Turkey. The environment

had transformed with the
cold and dark( and of course
the feelings of fear that go with
such a journey."

Alshebl: then barely 21.
was among a large number
of refugees who arrived in
Europe that year.

After landing in Greece:

refugee centre at Althengstett
a rural region near the Black
Forest.

"In the shared
accommodation where
you cannot expect more

than a bed: a roof and some
food: for which you are
still thankful: you can only
do one thing: get back on
your feet quickly and invest
rapidly in your own future”
he said.JAlshebl soon learned
to speak German fluently —
"if you are in the countryside
you have no other choice" —
and landed a traineeship as
an administrative assistant at

‘Taking responsibility’

Now 29¢ he will take up his
post as mayor of Ostelsheim
a village near Althengstett: in
June.

He is believed to be the first
Syrian from the refugees who
arrived in Germany in 2015-
16 to be elected to a political
post.

Alshebl was joined by four
friends on his journey to
Europe. But he left behind
his parents and one brother:
though a second brother had
already moved to Germany
on a student visa.He said his
experience of fleeing Syria and

responsibility at such an age:
you learn a lot. Of course: it
creates a new person: a new
personality.” he said.

Alshebl ran as an
independent candidate in
the electioni winning 55.41
percent of the vote.

But he is also a member of
the Greens. "because climate
protection is very important"
to him.

His victory is all the more
striking given that Ostelsheim
a village of 2:700 people: is
a traditionally conservative
community.

Situated among a cluster of

influx of asylum seekers in
201516- to win votes and
ultimately enter parliament
for the first time.

Openness

But Alshebl said he has not
seen right-wing extremism
personally.

Alshebl believes he was
elected because he listened to
the people's concerns — from
childcare to digitalisation
issues.

He admits to not really
"feeling anything" on
hearing he had won the
election in March as he was
"overwhelmed".

his story was "bigger than a
mayoral election in a small
community".

Alshebl believes the fact he
triumphed against two other
local candidates who grew up
in the area says a lot about the
mentality of the voters.

"It is a sign that people
did not count the origin: but
the qualifications. It is a sign
of openness to the world."
he said. Alshebl's parents.
a schoolteacher and an
agricultural engineer. belong
to Syria's Druze minority:
but he describes himself as
not religious. He has "mixed
feelings" about Syria. which he
has not been able to visit since
living in Germany.
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