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LOCAL

Amman
The Higher Population
Council (HPC) has

raised an alarm against
tobacco use: identifying
it as a key instigator of

chronic diseases and
a lethal contributor
to noncommunicable

disease-related  deaths:
which account for a
whopping 75 percent of
all fatalities.

On the eve of World
No Tobacco Day:
observed annually on May
31 the Council warns in
a Tuesday press release
of the harrowing link
between smoking and
lung cancer: the foremost
cause of cancer fatalities

among both  genders
worldwide.

In the Jordanian
context. it is the second
most common cancer
among males. responsible
for 11 percent of all

cancers. The 2018 annual
report on recorded cancer
cases in Jordan reveals
lung tumors as the leading
cause of death in males:
with a rate of 22.4 percent.

The Council takes note
of the burgeoning trend of
cafes proftering hookahs
for tobacco and charcoal
smoking: detrimental to
health and squandering
precioustime. The Greater
Amman Municipality
alone houses over 2,938
licensed cafes as per the
20172018- Population
and Family Health Survey
from the Department of
Statistics.

An alarming surge in
smoking: be it cigarettes:
hookahs:  or other
tobacco forms: has been
observed among both
sexes; particularly males.
Approximately 45 percent
of men aged 1549-
years puff more than 25
cigarettes daily. with 12
percent of women in the
same age group lighting
up too. Notably: this

dangerous habit does not
spare even children below
15 years of age.

Speaking of  the
economic brunt
of smoking; the
aforementioned national
survey reveals an average

annual household
expenditure  of 540.3
dinars on tobacco or

cigarettes: according to
the 20172018- Household
Income and Expenditure

Survey. Jordan's 2021
tobacco imports totaled
around 48.685 million
dinarsc and the nation
houses 29 tobacco
product manufacturing

establishments as per the
Department of Statistics'
data.

In parallele  the
National Stepwise Survey
(STEPs) to  monitor
risk factors linked with
noncommunicable
diseases in 2019
conducted by the
Ministry of  Health
and the World Health
Organization: shows
that 41 percent of the
population aged 1869-
years were smokers.
Of these: 9.2 percent
were current smokers of
electronic cigarettes and
vaping devices (VAPE).

The prevalence
of tobacco use was
significantly higher in
men than women. While
65.3 percent of men were
traditional tobacco users
(manufactured cigarettes:
hand-rolled  cigarettes:

]
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hookahs: pipes. cigars
and smokeless tobacco):
and 15 percent used
modern products such as
e-cigarettes and vaping
devices: only 16.4 percent
of women  smoked
traditional tobacco
and a mere 4.2 percent
used modern products.
The numbers escalate
alarmingly within the
younger age group across
both genders.

Smokers in the age
group of 1869- years have
been indulging in the habit
for an average of 17 years:
extending up to 35 years
in the 4569- age bracket.
Men  typically  start
smoking at a younger age
than women: averaging
at 17 years for men and 24
for women. Shockingly:
34.7 percent of current
smokers confessed to
starting before the age of
16 and on an average:
a smoker consumes 21
manufactured cigarettes
per day.

On the passive smoking

frontt 80 percent of
survey respondents
reported exposure to

secondhand smoke in the
past month. In homes:
public transportation;
workplaces: restaurants:
government  institutes:
healthcare facilities:
universities; and schools:
the rates were respectively
63¢ 37¢ 19¢ 14 7. 6. and 6
percent.

As per the stepwise
national  survey:. the

average monthly
expenditure on
manufactured cigarettes

was 60.3 dinars; equivalent
to 5.9 percent of the per
capita gross domestic
product. Hookah users
shell out an average of 13
dinars per month. The
economic cost of tobacco
use includes heightened
healthcare expenses for
treating tobacco-induced
diseases and the loss of
human capital due to
mortality and morbidity
attributed to tobacco.

A disturbing 80
percent of the world's 1.3
billion smokers live in
low- and middle-income
countries; bearing the
brunt of tobacco-related
morbidity and mortality.
Tobacco use exacerbates
poverty. diverting funds
from essentials like food
and shelter to tobacco. It
drains the global economy
of a staggering US$1.4
trillion per annum.

About 349 million
peopleacross 79 countries
tace acute food insecurity:
with many residing in
low- and middle-income
countries. Tobacco
cultivation. spreading
over 3.2 million hectares
of fertile land in more

than 124 countries:
brings about harmful
health environmental
and  social  impacts:
consequently causing
a negative economic

impact in the cultivating
countries.
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, Senate president commends
HPC: Protecting adolescents, youth from  chiless support for Arab causes

tobacco use must remain top priority

Amman

President of the Senate Faisal
Fayez. during a meeting with
Senator Jimena Gonzales of the
Chilean Senate: lauded the country's
supportive positions of just Arab
causes.

The meeting tackled relations
between the two friendly countries:
the importance of strengthening
and building on them in various
fields to serve common interests: the
need to remove any obstacles and an
emphasis on the deep-rootedness of
the Jordanian- Chilean relations.

Fayez  highlighted  Jordan's
positions under the leadership
of His Majesty King Abdullah II
towards the overall situation in the
region: especially with regard to
the Palestinian cause. pointing out
that Jordan constantly stresses the
need to adopt political solutions
to various disputes and conflicts

away from violence: killing and
destruction.

He stressed that a just solution
to the Palestinian issue is the key
to resolving all conflicts in the
region: and that there is no solution
to the Palestinian issue except in
accordance with the resolutions of
international legitimacy and the
two-state solution.

For her part( the Chilean Senator
commended the great role played
by His Majesty King Abdullah II to
achieve peace and restore security
and stability to the region and His
Majesty's efforts to resolve various
issues. especially those related to the
peace process.

During the meeting: she spoke
about many aspects of cooperation
between Chile and Jordan: stressing
her country's commitment to
developing and enhancing it in
various fields.

Orange Jordan to
sponsor 5G summit in June

Amman

Orange Jordan  announced
that it is sponsoring the 2023 5G
Summit; slated for June 6th: as a
local telecommunications partner:
under the patronage of Her Royal
Highness Princess Sumaya bint El
Hassan.

According to an Orange Jordan
statement on Tuesday: the summit
is organized by the Arab Advisors
Group:. which  specializes in
providing research and analysis
in the communications and media
sector. The group is considered an
important platform for thought
leaders:  decision-makers and
executives from various sectors to
explore and discuss the potential
of fifth-generation network
technology: it added.

Orange Jordan's CEO Philippe
Mansour said he was looking
forward tothe summitto speakabout

AYLA RAISES ENVIRONMENT AL
FLAG» FOR 6TH CONSECUTIVE YEAR

the transformative capabilities
of the fifth-generation network
and the company's commitment
to advancing technological
developments: empowering
individuals and companies through
advanced communications
solutions in addition to leading
the 5G revolution in Jordan and the
region.

Mansour pointed out that the
summit will attract many executives:
entrepreneurs and leaders. noting
that it would focus on 4 main
topics: fifth-generation technology
for a better future: the challenges
and opportunities available in the
fifth-generation technology: and a
study of the business case for fifth-
generation technology and beyond
the fifth- generation technology.

It will also tackle topics such as
the transition to the fifth-generation
technology: innovation in the era
of fifth-generation technology:
the establishment of an integrated
ecosystem in light of the fifth-
generation technology: highlighting
the potential and challenges
associated with the deployment
of the fifth-generation network
and enhancing cooperation and
knowledge exchange among the
participants

«“BLUE

Amman

Under the patronage of
the Chief Commissioner of
the Agaba Special Economic
Zone Authority (ASEZA):
Nayef Al Fayez: and with
the presence of Secretary
General of the Royal Marine
Conservation Society
Khaled Al-Kurdic and the
national committee: the
Environmental "Blue Flag"
was raised in 3 locations
within Ayla.

The environmental
"Blue Flag" was raised at
B12 Beach Club: La Plage
Beach at the Hyatt Regency
Hotel and the Ayla Marina
following tours carried out
by a national committee that
recognized Ayla’s eligibility
to obtain the International
Certificate  (Blue Flag)
and its compliance with
international environmental
standards.

Ayla's achievement in
obtaining and renewing
environmental certifications
for the sixth consecutive year

reflects its commitment to
environmental and public
health regulations. Ayla
sets an exemplary standard
in providing sustainable
tourism products:  as
evident in its continuous
efforts to adhere to
regulations concerning
water quality. public safety
and services. environmental
information and education:
and environmental
management.
Ayla’s Managing
Director:  Sahl Dudin
expressed his happiness
with  this  achievement:
which  confirms  Ayla’s
commitment to
implementing all criteria of
the program because of its
belief in the importance of
obtainingthisenvironmental
mark a commitment to
sustainability and preserving
natural  resources  while
maintaining the health and
safety of visitors and the
information it provides them
and the local community.

The Blue Flag program

Society for the Protection

environmental management:
environmental  education.
and safety.

Dudin stressed that since
its establishment: Ayla has
sought to be one of the best
tourist  sitesc committed
to the sustainability of
natural resources and in the
application of the Sustainable
Development Goals as well
as the protection of diverse
environmental ecosystems.
Thus: Ayla is one of the
first regional projects of the
multi- purpose walled tourist
community categories
that raise the Blue Flag at a
number of their facilities.

The Royal Marine
Conservation  Society of
Jordan is the national

operator of the Blue Flag
Program: working alongside
the National Committee:

is one of the environmental of Marine Environment. Wwhich includes the Aqaba
programs It grants beaches and Special Economic Zone

Foundation for participating boat parks Authority (Directorate of
Environmental Education: this certificate to achieve Environment:  Directorate
represented in Jordan by the high standards in the four of Tourism and Ibn
Royal Marine Conservation categories of water quality, Hayyan Laboratories):

Health Directorate: Aqgaba
Tourism Directorate; Aqaba
Development Company and
the Royal Navy.

In turn¢ Alia Qatawneh:
representative of the Royal
Society for the Royal
Marine Conservation
Society: appreciated Ayla's
adherence to environmental
standards and its dedication
to  implementing  and
promoting them among its
employees and visitors. It is
worth noting that the Blue
Flag: which is specific to
beaches: is one of the oldest
environmental certifications
in the world.

Qatawneh confirmed
that raising the Blue Flag in
three locations within Ayla
will contribute to promoting
Jordan as a  tourist
destination. Ayla prioritizes
achieving the concept of
sustainable  development:
preserving biodiversity:
and reducing the impacts of
climate change.
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Jordan>s grand festivities for the Crown
Prince>s wedding kick off Wednesday

Amman
Setting the stage for a
royal celebration; Jordan

commences its  grand
festivities  honoring  the
wedding of His Royal
Highness Prince Al-

Hussein bin Abdullah IL
the Crown Prince; and Miss
Rajwa Khaled Al Saif on
Wednesday. in a jubilant
two-day affair.

A royal feast will be
hosted by His Majesty King
Abdullah II at the Royal
Hashemite Court marking
the occasion with more than
4,000 esteemed invitees from
the Jordanian community

sharing the joy.
Embracing  the  rich
tapestry  of  Jordanian

heritage: the banquet will
be punctuated by heartfelt

poetry  recitalsc tuneful
singing. and soulful folk
songs.

Come  Thursday: the

Zahran Palace is set to be
the backdrop for the nuptial
ceremony of His Highness

the Crown Prince and Miss .

Rajwa.
The newly united couple
will then embark on a

ceremonial journey to the
Husseiniya Palace: escorted

Arab Summit for Technology, Innovation
to commence in Amman in June

Amman

The Arab Summit for Technology
and Innovation is set to commence
in Amman on June 67-.

Organized by Pure Analytica
for IT advisory and consulting
services: the summit will assemble
400500- experts specializing in
technology and innovation to
exchange insights on emerging and
trending subjects within the realm
of technology and innovation:
encompassing their diverse and
inventive applications.

“Strategic  analysts decision-
makers and policymakers from
regional and global backgrounds will
come together to tackle a variety of
fields: including the use of artificial
intelligence applications. robotics:
big data analyticsc augmented/
virtual  reality. fifth-generation

(5G) networks: Internet of Things
(IoT)¢ smart cities: blockchain:
cloud computing: cybersecurity:
digital transformation and more."
said Mutaz Al-Debeic CEO of
Pure Analytica: in a statement on
Tuesday.

He highlighted the significance
of the summit in enhancing
Jordan's position as a regional hub
for technology and innovation:
adding that it serves as a platform
to showcase Jordan's innovative
capabilitiesand attractinternational
and regional businesses and
investments. "It also underscores
Jordan's historical achievements
and future aspirations: built upon
three fundamental pillars: human
capitale flexible and resilient
infrastructure. and a supportive
ecosystem:" he said.

No damages reported in Jordan’s
Free Zones following recent floods

Amman

The Jordanian Free Zones
have  emerged  unscathed
from recent floods that
swept through the region
on Monday: as no losses or
damages occurred in Zarqa
and the airport. according to
Director General of Jordan
Free and Development Zones
Group (JFDZ): Abdul Hameed
Gharaibeh.

Speaking to the Jordan
News Agency (Petra) on
Tuesday: Gharaibeh indicated
that the water canali which
was established last year:

successfully  absorbed  the
entirety of the floodwaters:
safeguarding the surrounding
areas.

"Despite the heavy rainfall
and  subsequent flooding
in Zarqa and the airport
regions. the  well-prepared
infrastructure and effective
flood management measures
prevented any  significant
damage:" he said: highlighting
the importance of the
deployment of appropriate
heavy equipment and fast water
pumps to mitigate the effects of
the floods.

by a vibrant: red procession.
The parade will wind its

way through the capital's
streets brimming with flags

and visible expressions of
delight for this momentous

occasion.

At the Al Husseiniya
Palace. Their Majesties: the
King and Queen Rania Al
Abdullah¢ will host a grand
wedding reception: followed
by an official dinner in honor
of the newlyweds.

Guests from near and
far have already started
to converge on the capital
cityy% Amman: to partake
in the joyous celebration.
Among  the attendees
are  distinguished  state
leaders: crown princes: and
esteemed personalities from
allied nations and friendly
countries.

The wedding ceremony
has garnered substantial
attention  from  locals
regional. and international
media¢ making it a truly
global event. Television
networks are geared up to
broadcast thelive spectacle
of the royal celebrations.

The governorates of the
Kingdom are resplendent
with a slew of activities
marking the wedding:
immersing the entire
nation in the joyous
occasion.

CPF Touches Over Two
Million Young Lives

Amman

A testament to its
illustrious ~ vision: the
Crown Prince Foundation
(CPF) hasc within just 8
years of its inception. leftan
indelible mark on over two
and a half million young
Jordanians. extending its
reach across the Kingdom
with a cornucopia of
educational: training: and
economic opportunities.

The Foundation was
conceived with the grand
vision of executing the
ambitions of His Royal
Highness Prince Al
Hussein:  heralding a
Jordan brimming with a
capable and aspiring youth
populace.

Tammam Mango: the
Crown Prince Foundation's
Executive  Director¢ in
an enlightening dialogue
with the Jordan News
Agency (Petra). iterated
that the Foundation's birth
in 2015 was a testament to
Crown Prince Hussein bin
Abdullah II's unwavering
commitment to carving
out a bright and promising
horizon for the vyoung

‘ IA
‘s

generations of Jordan
empowering them to take
up the mantle of leadership
and engage in civic services.

Mango emphasized
that the Foundation's
endeavors resonate with
His Highness's deep-rooted
belief in the boundless
potential of the Jordanian
youth: capable of scaling
the loftiest peaks: given
the right opportunities to
contribute to the country's
growth narrative.

The Foundation's modus
operandic  as Mango
explained: rests on three

pillars: Employability
and Entrepreneurship:
Leadership: and
Citizenship. Its  reach
expands across the
Kingdom's governorates:
fostering numerous
initiatives across various
sectors.

Since December 2022
the Foundation has
embarked on a mission to
establish regional offices:
hosting more than 177
activities and  events
enriching the lives of over
15,000 young individuals

and leadership: aiming
to rejuvenate
education and empower

the labor market with
competent

skilled and
youth.

Serhan

the university's unique
approach of marrying
theoretical knowledge
with practical applications
in its

engineering  workshops

and scientific labs:

designed in collaboration

technical

commended

state-of-the-art

through capacity building
and civic participation.

These offices work in
tandem with public and
private sector institutions
and civil society
organizationsto orchestrate
various  programs and
outreach initiatives; even
extending their hand to the
most remote corners of the
Kingdom.

The aim is ambitious
yet attainable: to impact
100,000 lives by the
year's end via a myriad of
initiatives; ranging from
the transformation of
youth spaces: in-school
programs. to enhancing
youth interactions with
decision- makers.

Nujoud  Sarhan( the
Deputy Executive Director
and Director of the
Initiatives Department at
the Foundation: delved
into  the  multifaceted
initiatives of the Crown
Prince Foundation.

She  highlighted the
establishment  of  Al-
Hussein Technical
University ~ under  the
aegis of work readiness

with industry and business
sectors.

Among other laudable
initiatives is TechWorks:
a digital manufacturing
lab equipped with
cutting-edge tools and
machinery  aimed  at
nurturing innovation and
the inventive spirit of the
young Jordanian populace.

Serhan also drew
attention to the Naua
platform: a national
initiative to bolster

collective social impact:
and the Nahno platform
a volunteering network
created in collaboration
with the United Nations
Children's Fund and the

Ministry of Youth.

Under the leadership
umbrella Serhan
highlighted the Hagqiq
initiativec  aimed at
instilling values of

citizenship. leadership: and
community service: and
the Youth Excellence Fund
initiative; aimed atfostering
excellence in performance

and knowledge across
multiple sectors.
Through its diverse

initiatives and relentless
pursuit of youth
empowerment: the
Crown Prince Foundation
continues its mission
to shape the future of
Jordan: one young mind
at a time.
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