Turkish president
on re-election
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King congratulates

- Rainfall pours

o 30 million cubic
meters into dams
\n 24 hours
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Body of young man swept away
by flash floods found in Aqaba

Aqaba

The security forces late
Sunday found the body of
a young man in his thirties
who was swept away by
flash floods while driving
his vehicle in the Shammia
area of Aqaba: which has
been experiencing heavy
rainfall.

Speaking to the Jordan
News Agency (Petra).
Khaled  Al-Hajajc the
Governor of Aqaba

revealed that a search
team had been assembled
overnight to locate the
young man who had been
swept away by the floods
in the northern part of
Agaba.  Unfortunately:
the team found the young
man's lifeless body in the
early hours of Monday
morning.

Al-Hajaj emphasized
that the intense rain
and subsequent floods

forced the temporary
closure of several roads
in the Al-Qweira and
Wadi Al-Yatam areas.

However. these routes
were reopened after a few
hours. allowing traffic

to resume. He reassured
the public that all roads
in the governorate were
currently open and no
closures were in effect.

In light of these events:
the  Governor urged

citizens and motorists to
exercise extreme caution
while using the roads:
advising them to steer clear
of low-lying areas and
riverbanks. Furthermore:
he  emphasized  the
importance of staying
informed about weather
updates and following
the guidance provided
by the Meteorological
Department to ensure
personal safety.

Georgian envoy underlines
Jordan role in regional stability

Amman

Georgian ~Ambassador
in Amman Zaza Kandelaki
emphasized the crucial
role Jordan played under
the leadership of His
Majesty King Abdullah
II in achieving peace and
stability in the region.

At a press conference
on Monday celebrating
Georgia's national day: he
said Jordan and Georgia
are eager to maintain their
excellent relations and
collaborate to enhance them
turther while building on
previous accomplishments

He wunderscored the
significance of Georgian
Prime  Minister  Irakli
Garibashvili's ~ visit  to
Jordan last year. during
which the foundation stone
was laid for a Georgian
cultural center in the
Baptism Site that garnered
the support and interest of

Georgia.
The Georgian Cultural
Center helped cement

Jordanian-Georgian  ties
and attract more Georgian
visitors ~ for  religious
tourism in Jordan: stated
Kandelaki; adding that the

in diverse areas.

new center will encourage

about 100.000  annual
Georgian visitors to
Jerusalem to pay a visit to
Jordan.

Pointing to occasional
direct flights between the
two countries: Kandelaki
said¢ "We seek to organize
regular flights to enhance
economic cooperation
and tourist exchange since
Georgia is a top tourist
destination for Jordanians. "

He said that there are
many common factors
between the two countries
in that they both play a
pivotal role in achieving
security and stability in the

Middle East and Caucasus
regions while also enjoying
security and  stability
themselves. The envoy
stated that the economic
cooperation between the
two sides is currently
limited and falls short of
their ambitions: but there
is potential for growth and
development as they work
towards advancing their
collaboration. In response
to a question: he stressed
the importance of the
Palestinian and Israeli sides
returning to the negotiating
table to reach a step-by-
step political solution.

2023 )l (30) sl
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King congratulates Turkish
president on re-election

Amman

His Majesty King Abdullah on
Monday sent a cable to Turkish
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan to
congratulate him on his re-election.

In the cable. King Abdullah
affirmed keenness to strengthen
Jordanian-Turkish ~ cooperation:

maintain coordination
and consultation on regional and
international issues: in the service of
the two countries' shared interests.

His Majesty wished President
Erdogan success and the Turkish
people further progress and
prosperity.

and to

Jordan, Romania discuss
enhancing bilateral cooperation

Amman

Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Foreign Affairs and
Expatriatesc Ayman Safadic and
the Minister of Foreign Affairs of
the Republic of Romania; Bogdan
Aurescuc emphasized on Monday
the significance of the ongoing
development in bilateral relations
across various crucial sectors
particularly the trade exchange:
which saw a significant increase of
roughly 58% in 2023.

During a telephone calli the
ministers explored avenues to

further advance the friendly ties
between their countries. aiming for
wider scopes of cooperation that
serve shared interests and build
upon their prior collaboration.

Additionally. the  ministers
deliberated on regional issues. with
a particular focus on the Palestinian
issue and the Arab effort to
contribute to a political solution for
the Syrian crisis. They also agreed
to keep coordinating their focused
initiatives aimed at addressing local
crises and advancing security and
stability.

ENVIRONMENTALISTS WELCOME PLASTIC-TO-
PAPER TRANSITION IN AQABA BAKERIES

AMMAN

The Jordan Environment Union (JEU) on
Sunday welcomed a campaign among bakeries in
Aqaba which have shifted to paper bags instead of
plastic bags.

The Deputy Commissioner of the Aqaba
Special Economic Zone Authority. Hamzeh Al
Hajj Hasan: announced the transition to paper
bags in a recent statement.

The campaign aims to reduce the use of plastic
bags: which pollute the environment; Hajj Hasan
said.

About 3,000 paper bags were distributed free
of charge to bakeries in the city of Aqaba to
encourage their use in bread sales: according to
the statement.

There is also a mechanism in place for
distributing reusable cloth bags to all shops in the
governorate in order to preserve the cleanliness
of the environment and the health and safety of
citizens. Hajj Hasan added.

“The best area in which the decision to ban
the use of plastic bags can be implemented is the
Aqaba Economic Zone Authority: as it is a region
thatenjoysits ownlegislationand anindependent:
decentralised administrative system that makes it
easier for the competent authorities to implement
the decision:” JEU President Omar Shoshan told
The Jordan Times on Sunday.

The decision must be applied to all commercial
sectors in the Aqaba region: as it has a direct
impact on the environment: public health and
the preservation of the area’s aesthetic value “as a
tourist area par excellence”. Shoshan said.

The volume of plastic waste is highest on the
sea floor and is a major source of pollution for
marine life in the Gulf of Agaba. Plastic pollution
has a severe impact on marine life; especially the
Gulf’s highly sensitive coral reefs: he said.

The level of sea floor pollution was confirmed
by volunteer and official campaigns to collect
waste from the sea. The pollution also negatively
affects the sea’s economic value. as it deters
tourists interested in diving and viewing the
area’s distinctive coral reefs; Shoshan added.

The JEU president called for more efforts to
expand the initiative and ensure its sustainability.
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Azerbaijan's Amman Embassy celebrates National
Day, 30th anniversary of diplomatic ties with Jordan

including  trade. culture. these ongoing ties would lost it for 23 months prior to Legal Affairs Nancy Nimroka agreements and memoranda

Amman

The Azerbaijani Embassy

sports: tourism and defense.

strengthen for the benefit of

the fall of the Soviet Union in

praised the two countries'

of understanding that have

in Amman hosted an event Selimov remarked that a both countries. 1991. cordial relationship. been signed since 2007 to
Sunday evening to mark the strong basis for a new phase Selimov emphasized the By that point. he said¢ "These relationships have advance cooperation in
national holiday of Azerbaijan of the thirty-year diplomatic importance of Azerbaijan's Heydar Aliyev. the national experienced impressive commerce. the economy:
and the 30th anniversary ties defined by friendship and Independence Day. which leader of Azerbaijan growth and development culture: and other areas.
of the establishment of solidarity has been laid by honors an important had effectively led the over the past three Additionally. constant
diplomatic relations between the leaders of the two nations  turning point in the nation's  country through trying and decades in a variety of collaboration on regional
Azerbaijan and Jordan. The exchanging visits and holding  history. The founding of demanding times: saving it areas: demonstrating concerns and developments
event was attended by several formal meetings. the Democratic Republic of from civil war and the loss the commitment of the has been ongoing: notably

distinguished  individuals:
including ministers. officials:

The envoy highlighted
that the peaceful objectives:

Azerbaijan on May 28 1918
was a significant historical

of independence. Under the
direction of President Ilham

leadership of both nations
to nourish and deepen them

with regard to the Palestinian
issue.

ambassadors: journalists, regional and global moment for the country. Aliyevi Azerbaijan has since thoroughly." she said. The  minister praised
and other guests. stabilityc. and the principle he remarked: noting that made major advancements Nimroka noted that the the crucial part that both

Azerbaijani Ambassador of  non-interference  in Azerbaijan regained its while ensuring security. strong relations between countries' private sectors had
to Amman: Eldar Salimov. ©Other countries'’ domestic sovereignty and restored an stability. and development. the two countries are played in advancing bilateral
emphasized the two affairs have served as the independent state based on As Jordan and Azerbaijan demonstrated by  King cooperation: expressing
countries' flourishing ties, ~cornerstones of the cordial the traditions and ideals of commemorated their 30th Abdullah II and President willingness to further

which have cultivated shared
interests in a variety of fields

Authorities maintain flash
floods alert for Monday

Amman

relations between Azerbaijan
and Jordan. It is hoped that

damaging  vehicle

windows:
rooftops: as well as solar water

the Democratic Republic of
Azerbaijan despite having

anniversary of diplomatic
relations. Minister of State for

ITham Aliyev's
visits and the

reciprocal
various

fortify it and look into fresh
possibilities.

Fertilizers, garments top
exports during Q1 of 2023

The alert for potential flash
floods remains in effect on Monday:
particularly in the southern and
eastern regions of the country.

Abdul-Menaem Qaraleh: the
Acting Director of the Jordan
Metrological Department (JMD).
emphasized in an interview with the
Jordan News Agency (Petra) thatthe
unstable weather conditions during
summer differ from winter systems
in terms of their unpredictable
precipitation levels and sporadic
geographic distribution.

Furthermore:  he reported
instances of intense hailstorms

heating and power systems in
certain areas of the capitali Amman
during the early hours of Monday.

Qaraleh cautioned that the
occurrence of such extreme weather
events remains possible throughout
the day. He highlighted that in
the southern district of Petra
precipitation reached a significant
18 millimeters in less than 15
minutes.

The director of the JMD urged
the general public to steer clear of
areas prone to flash floods and to
avoid exposure to hail showers.

Rainfall pours 30 million cubic
meters into dams in 24 hours

= ey ﬂ?’_ F‘FT‘F ?

Amman

The recent downpour has
channeled Jordan's dams with
30 million cubic meters (mcm)
duringthe past 24 hours: raising
the total storage in dams to
132.8 mcm (47.33 percent) out
of their total capacity of 280.7
mcmi according to the Ministry
of Water and Irrigation. A
statement released Monday by

—— A

rFeErrT,

the ministry said precipitation
rose to 125.3 percent from

Jordan's long-term annual
average of 8.1 billion cubic
meters.  constituting 158.9

percent of the total rainfall
last year. The southern Aqaba
governorate experienced the
highest precipitation of 59.2
millimeters in the last 24 hours:
it added.

Amman
Fertilizers and garments
have  topped Jordan's

exports list during the first
quarter of 2023¢ bringing
in JD358 million and JD298
million: respectively.
According to foreign
trade data issued by the
Department of Statistics
(DoS) on Monday:. other
exports  included raw
potash valued at JD197

million« phosphate  at
JD142 millionc chemical
products at JD132 million:
pharmaceuticals at JD104
million: and other materials
worth JD744 million.

Jordan's total exports
in quarter one of 2023
increased by 8.8 percent to
JD1.975 billion compared
to the same timeframe in
2022.

Meanwhile imports

during the same period
amounted to some JD4.513
billion: up 5.6 percent.
Top imports during
this year's first three
months were crude oil at
JD758 million: vehicles
and motorcycles
at JD332 million.
machinery at JD297
million.  jewelry at
JD237 million: electrical
appliances at JD203

million chemicals at
JD197 million( and other
materials estimated
at JD2.489 billion.
according to the figures.
According to the data
there was a 4.9 percent rise
in the trade balance deficit
between January to March
2023. The deficit reached
JD2.395 billion: surpassing
last year's JD2.283 billion
for the same period.

Senate President calls for pan-Arab
vision to address economic challenges

Amman

President of the
Senate Faisal Fayez urged
formulating an integrated
Arab vision to address the
economic challenges of the
Arab nation and building
pan-Arab cooperation to
creatediverse economicand

investment partnerships.
He made the remark
during a meeting with
Secretary-General of the
Council of Arab Economic
Unity of the Arab League
Ambassador Muhammadi
Ahmed Al-Ni( the Egyptian
Assistant Minister of Interior

for Training Affairs Ashraf
Saber: and the President of
the Arab Trainers Union
Younis Khatiba.  The
meeting tackled the current
Arab economic situation:
the challenges of sustainable
development. the impact
these challenges have on

economic growth: poverty
and unemployment rates:
and the importance of pan-
Arab action: through the
league. to address these
challenges: in addition to the
means available to regulate
economic relations between
Arab countries.

Jordanian team wins 2nd prize
in Huawei ICT Competition

Irbid

A Jordanian team from
the Faculty of Information
Technology at Yarmouk
University (YU) and
Princess Sumaya University
for Technology (PSUT)
won second place in Huawei
ICT Competition 20222023
Global Finali in "Network
Track:" which was recently
held in China.

According to a YU

statement on Monday: the
team comprised of student
Yazan Shnik from the YU

Faculty of Information
Technology: and  Aws
Rayyan and Hamza Zubaidi
from PSUT.

Directorofthe YU Center
for E-Learning and Open
Educational Resources:
Ahmed Kleib. who oversaw
the participation: said the
competition was attended

by 140 teams from 62
countriesaround the world.

Kleib added that the
competition aimed mainly
at  developing  youth
tech and information
capabilities and preparing
a talented technical
generation to contribute
to building the Kingdom's

digital ~ economy: and
advancing its social and
economic development

by seizing modern
technologies.

Meanwhile: YU
President. Islam Massad:
greeted the Jordanian
team on this achievement:
valuing efforts of the
university's faculty
members in presenting

expertise to students. to
obtain "distinguished" job
opportunities in the Arab
and regional labor market.
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