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RHC chief receives secretary-general
of Arab economic unity council

Amman

Royal Hashemite Court Ambassador ~ Muhammadi of all Arab organizations
(RHC) Chief Yousef Issawi Ahmed Al-Ni. and councils to achieve
on Saturday received During the meetingi Sustainable  Development
Secretary-General of the Issawi underscored Jordan's ~Goals in the Arab world.

Council of Arab Economic

Unity of the Arab League

position under theleadership

Queen Rania award association,
Zain renew partnership

Amman

The Queen Rania Award for
Excellence in Education Association
and the  telecommunications
company Zain on Saturday renewed
a strategic agreement that was
originally signed nearly a decade
ago« making Zain the sponsor of the
award ceremony. The agreement
was signed by the executive director
of the association Lubna Touqan
and Zain CEO Fahad Aljasem.

According to a statement
Tougan lauded the company's role
and sponsorship of the ceremony:
and its interest in participating

in creating the positive and
distinguished impact that the
association aspires to promote in the
educational field.

For its part. the company
underscored its commitment to
providing support to enhance

the education sector and advance
the educational process as part
of its role and efforts to support
vital sectors and in line with the
Sustainable Development Goals on
quality education decent work and
economic growth: and partnerships
that are adopted by the company in
all its programs and initiatives.

Philippine embassy celebrates
National Heritage Month

Amman

The Philippine Ambassador
to Amman Wilfredoc Santos:
affirmed the "deep-rooted and
strong" Jordanian-Philippine
relations. which are witnessing
development in various fields.

The envoy's remarks came during
a ceremony held by the embassy:
Friday evening: on the occasion
of Philipines National Heritage
Month celebrated May annually.

The ceremony featured Filipino
Food Bazaar. which is a joint

project implemented by the Filipino
community and the Royal Academy
of Culinary Arts (RACA).

The bazaar aims to increase
knowledge on Filipino heritage and
cuisine: in addition to enhancing
joint cultural cooperation and

promoting the two countries
as a tourism and investment
destination according to an

embassy statement.

The ceremony was attended by a
number of ambassadors: diplomats:
businesspeople: and journalists.

Zain wins awards in Sustainability and
Women Empowerment in the Middle East

CAMERIDGEIF/

Amman

Zain Group won the
Sustainability Leadership
Award and the Women's

Empowerment Award during
the annual ceremony held by
the British "Cambridge IFA".

According to a company
statement on Friday. Zain
has sustainability agenda that
considers the level of the social
economic and environmental
context and ensures the
provision  of "meaningful
communication" to empower
communities.

To support its goals. Zain
has established four "strategic

pillars” in sustainability: climate

change. work  responsibly:
inclusion and the younger
generation: the statement read.

Regarding women's
empowerment. the  group
launched the "We" initiative

on gender diversity. which
is focused on increasing the
number of women holding
senior positions in Zain.
Cambridge IFA is a research
institution  specialising  in
providing strategic consulting
in financial services and
conducting professional
academic research for financial
institutions in Dubai.

of His Majesty. in support

For his part. Al-Ni offered

his congratulations to His
Majesty King Abdullah II
on the occasion of Jordan's
Independence Day and the
upcoming wedding of His
Royal

Highness  Crown

Prince Al Hussein. He lauded
the ongoing support of King
Abdullah and the Jordanian
government for the Council
of Arab Economic Unity.
The meeting also tackled

cooperation and expansion
in
investment fields and support
for joint Arab companies and
specialized Arab federations
based in Amman.

the economic and

Jitan elected Arab Labor
Organization member

Amman

Vice  Chairman  of
the Board of Directors
of the Jordan Chamber
of Industry  (JCI)
Mohammad Jitan was
elected as a member of the
Board of Directors of the
Arab Labor Organization
(ALO)¢ representing the
employers sector.

Jitan's  election  was
made on the sidelines of
the 49th session of the
Arab Labor Conference
(ALC)¢ which was held
in Cairo this month: with

participation of labor
ministers and worker-
employer representatives

from 21 Arab countries.

In a JCI statement on
Saturday. Jitan said his
election affirms Jordan's
role in the ALO: adding
that the next stage will see
joint Arab action at various
levels.

Jitan also
importance of

stressed
joint

F

the
three production parties
of government. employers
and workers in the Arab

cooperation among

worldc  which helped
Arab countries to counter
challenges that ravaged
economies and labor
markets globally: primarily

Covid-19 pandemic and
Russian- Ukrainian crisis.
In addition.  Jitan
stressed importance of joint
Arab cooperation due to its
"remarkable” significance
in advancing Arab labor
markets and addressing
unemployment dilemma

that ravages most of their
economies.

Jitan added that this
futureeffortisimplemented
by supporting all
entrepreneurship projects
and small and medium
enterprises(SME): for their
"great” role in providing job
opportunities and backing
the national economy for
various Arab countries.

In its 49th session:
the conference discussed
the report dubbed:

"Social Dialogue amidst
Challenges of the Present
and Future Prospects:"
and went over ways to
strengthen mechanisms for
promoting social dialogue
at the national levels as
a key strategic option
to enhance capability of
economies and societies
to address crises; contain
their repercussions and
align with transformations
to achieve sustainable
development goals.

JCI calls on benefiting from pan-
Arab economic partnerships

Amman
Head of the Jordan
Chamber of Industry

(JCI) ¢ Fathi Jaghbir( said
national efforts should be
orchestrated to optimally
benefit from pan-Arab
economic integration.

Jaghbir added that Arab
economic partnerships
made among multiple
Arab countries. including
Jordan: during the past
recent years represent a
"promising”  opportunity
to achieve growth and
prosperity of Arab
economies and promote
the desired Arab economic
integration.

In a statement to "Petra”
on Saturday. he said
joint Arab action needs
continuous development
to keep pace with
developments.  especially
in light of today's major

economic blocs that aim

to promote self-sufficiency
and contribute to achieving
food security.

Jordan: he noted: was
a "pioneer” in working to
form economic blocs with

various Arab countries:
starting with the integrated
industrial partnership
for sustainable economic
growth between the UAE:
Egypt Bahrain and Jordan.

This  partnership. he

noted: is a "serious and
practical" step to start
networking the available
capabilities and laying a
"major" cornerstone for
Arab integration.

In this regard: he
said 12 agreements for
industrial projects worth
more than  $2billion
were signed: which is a
"positive" achievement in
this field to build on each
country's competitiveness
and achieve industrial
integration.

These agreements:
which  included "vital"
sectors: primarily
agriculture; drugs. metals.
chemicals and electric-
powered cars. are viewed
a '"strategic" development
step to advance Arab
industry and Jordanian
industrial sector. according
to Jagbir.

Zain wins awards in Sustainability and
Women Empowerment in the Middle East

Amman

Zain Group won the
Sustainability =~ Leadership
Award and the Women's
Empowerment Award
during the annual
ceremony held by the
British "Cambridge IFA".

According to a
company statement
on Friday. Zain has

sustainability agenda
that considers the level
of the sociali economic
and environmental
context and ensures the
provision of "meaningful
communication” to
empower communities.
To support its goals:
Zain has established
four "strategic pillars" in

sustainability: climate
change: work responsibly:
inclusion: and the younger
generation. the statement
read.

Regarding women's
empowerment: the
group launched the "We"
initiative =~ on  gender
diversity. which is focused
on increasing the number

of women holding senior
positions in Zain.
Cambridge IFA s
a research institution
specialising in providing

strategic  consulting in
financial  services and
conducting  professional
academic research for
financial institutions in
Dubai.
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Jordanss legislature
condemns attack on Jordanian
envoy»s residence in Khartoum

Amman
The  Parliamentary  Foreign
Affairs Committee in Jordan's

Lower House Friday condemned
the attack and vandalism of the
Jordanian ambassador's residence
in Sudan's Khartoum.

In a statement: the Committee
noted the need to wuphold the
rules of international law and
relevant international conventions:

especially the Vienna Convention:
following an attack on the Jordanian
ambassador's residence in troubled
Khartoum. The envoy and his
family were not present in their
house at the time of the attack.

The President of the Committee:
MP Khaldoun Hina: denounced "all
forms" of violence and vandalismu
especially those attacks against
diplomats and diplomatic missions.

Jordan»s envoy in Tunis meets a
Jordanian tourist delegation

Tunis

The Jordanian Ambassador to
Tunisiac Maher Tarawneh: Friday
met with the Jordanian tourism
delegation: which is visiting Tunis
at the invitation of the Tunisian
National Tourism Office.

The visit of the delegation:
which included representatives of
the Royal Jordanian( tourism and
travel agencies. journalists and

influencers: was aimed at enhancing
tourism cooperation: increasing
inter-tourism and  promoting
tourist and archaeological sites in
both countries. Tarawneh discussed
the "importance" of developing
cooperation mechanisms. urging
more bilateral cooperation in
tourism due to the diversity they
enjoy in tourist; archaeological and
natural sites.

Jordan envoy»s residence
in Khartoum vandalised

Amman

Jordan's  Foreign  Ministry
Friday reported that the residence
of the Jordanian ambassador in
Khartoum: Sudan. was attacked
and vandalised: adding that the
ambassador and embassy staff were
in Port Sudan at the time of the

attack. The Ministry condemned "all
forms of violence and vandalism:
especially those that violate the
sanctity of diplomatic buildings."
noting the need to respect the rules
of international law and relevant
international agreements. especially
the Vienna Convention.

=]

LOCAL

Jordan»s trade with countries it
has agreements with top USD23bin

Amman

The value of trade
exchange between Jordan
and  countries  with
which it has free trade
agreements  accounted
for 58 per cent of the
country's overall trade in
2022, according to data
published by the Amman
Chamber of Commerce.

Jordan's exchanges
during 2022 with
countries with which it
has free trade agreements
and partnerships
amounted to $23 billion:
more than half of which
are with Arab countries.

Jordan signed free
trade agreements with
international and bilateral
economic  blocs  with

different countriesi most
notably: the Greater Arab
Free Trade Area in 1978
free trade with the US;
which entered into force
in 2001 and the Jordanian-
European  Partnership:
which entered into force
in 2002.

Jordan signed a free
trade agreement with

EFTA countries: which
includes Switzerland:
Liechtenstein: Iceland
and  Norway. which
entered into force in
2002. It also has a free
trade agreement with
Singapore: which entered
into force in 2005.
Jordan  signed an
agreement to establish a
free trade exchange zone
between the Arab and
Mediterranean countries
(Agadir). which includes
Tunisia; Egypt: Morocco

and Jordan and a free

trade agreement with
Canada and the UK.

The countries of the
Greater Arab Free Trade
Zone accounted for more
than half of Jordan's trade
with countries with which
ithasagreementsatavalue
of $12.299 billion: which
constituted 31 per cent
of Jordan's total foreign
exchange: followed by the
countries of the EU with
a value of $4.880 billion:
then the US with a value

of $3.973 billion.

Jordan's trade with
Agadir countries during
2022 amounted to
USD1.162 billionc and
its trade with the EFTA
amounted to USD1.055
billion.

Jordan's trade with
the Jordanian- British
agreement amounted to
USD312 million: followed
by Canada at USD168
million and Singapore
with a value of USD57
million.

Jordan explores cooperation

with ESCWA in mlnmg

Amman meeting with ESCWA  Geological Commission:
Jordan's Energy and officials the "importance” praised the cooperation
Minerals Regulatory ©of the authority's role in between the Commission
Authority (EMRC) and regulating the electricity and ESCWA in natural

ESCWA discussed ways
to enhance cooperation
and proposed projects to
exchange experiences and
raise capacities¢ including
technical and regulatory
aspects and environmental
and societal governance.
Deputy Chairman of the
Board of Commissioners
of the EMRC: Imad
Najdawic discussed in a

sector. renewable energy:
oil  derivatives nuclear
and radiological work and
natural resources.
According to a
statement issued by the
EMRC: Najdawi presented
the work of the authority
and the oversight role it
exercises in the sector.
Wafaa Bakhit,
Commissioner  of  the

resources and discussed the
"importance” of the mining
sector in the economies of
countriesc which calls for
looking at the energy sector
as an "added value" capable
of achieving economic
growth and providing job
opportunities.

Radia Sidawic the head
of the Energy Sector
at ESCWA(  praised

organisation's
cooperatlon with Jordan
and presented a summary
of the most "prominent"
projects  proposed  for
implementation that focus
on technical support and

training and  capacity
building  support and
sustainable  development
policies.

Sidawi affirmed
ESCWA's keenness to
support  Jordan  and

explore prospects for its
development.

JEU WELCOMES PUSH TO ENCOURAGE
PUBLIC ENVIRONMENT AL CLEAN-UP

AMMAN

Experts on Thursday
welcomed the Ministry of
Environment’s National
Clean-up Campaign: and
called for further activation
and enforcement of the law to
protect the environment.

Earlier this week(
the  ministry launched
the National Clean-up
Campaign in all governorates
of the Kingdom.

Thelaunchofthecampaign
came under the guidance
of Minister of Environment
Muawieh Radaideh. and
in cooperation with the
Royal  Department  for
Environmental Protection
and  the  Municipality
of  Naourc with  the
participation of a number of
ministries and government
departments. school and
university  students. staff
from Public Security
Directorate. civil  society
organisations: volunteers
from the local community
and the Jordanian-Swedish

Company for  Medical values of taking care of

Products and Sterilisation public spaces and clarifying

(JOSWE). the consequences of
Commenting on this violations.

campaign. President of the He also called for

Jordan Environment Union strengthening the

(JEU) Omar Shoshan told
The Jordan Times: “A broad
and organised campaign
must be carried out: and the
campaign should be based
on a participatory approach
between the government
civil society institutions: the
private sector: academics:
activists and the media in
order to establish a well-
established social culture and
sustainable behaviour in any
place and at any time.”

One of the tracks of this
campaign is to apply the law
with the utmost firmness
and justice. and to impose
penalties and financial fines
for the improper disposal of
waste: Shoshan said.

He added that educational
curricula should be
established from the early
school years: instilling the

infrastructure in providing
mechanisms for sorting
and treating waste from the
source and providing green

economic opportunities
from solid waste
management.

The main goal of these
campaigns is to raise
awareness among people
about the need to properly
dispose of their waste after
a hike: and preserving the
environment; especially
with the advent of summer
and the large number
of hikers at this time in
forests and hiking places:
founder and CEO of
Awraq for Environmental
Development Zeina Hamdan
said. Cleaning campaigns
alone are not enough.
They must be carried out
throughouttheyear. included

activities: and

in school
supported by the application
of the punishment system
and enforcement of the law:
Hamdan added. Radaideh

launched the campaign

from Sil Husban Forest
Park to stress that throwing
waste indiscriminately poses
the greatest danger to the
environment; in addition
to its negative effects on the

tourist and archaeological
sitesthatmakeitanimportant

source in supporting
the  national economy
and its comprehensive
development.
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