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SESAME's fifth beamline BEATS sees light,
opening possibilities for scientific research

Amman

SESAME; the
Synchrotron-light for
Experimental Science
and  Applications in
the Middle East: has

announced the successful
delivery of the first X-ray
photon beam to the
experimental station of
the BEATS (BEAmline
for =~ Tomography  at
SESAME) beamline. The
milestone  achievement
took place on Thursday:
May 11. 2023.

A statement by
SESAME on Monday
said that during the
experiment; the beamline
detectors obtained over
1000 X-ray radiographic
images of a rotating test
sample in a mere 12
seconds. The collected
data was then processed
and reconstructed using
the high-performance
computing facility
specifically designed for
the beamline: which was
installed at SESAME in
2022. This cutting-edge
technology enables the
generation of a detailed
3D image of the object
under study.

The BEATS beamline
offers full-field X-ray
radiography and
tomography: two
powerful and  non-
destructive  techniques
for 3D imaging and
analysis of  various
objects and materials.
This non-destructive
approach is of significant
importance to the fields
of Cultural Heritage
and Archaeology: as it
provides virtual volume

i,
images that aid in the
characterization of
internal microstructures.
Moreover:  tomography
plays a crucial role in
achievingacomprehensive
understanding of diverse
materials: objects: and
organisms.

The applications of the
BEATS beamline span a
wide range of scientific
and technological fields:
including medicine:
biology: engineering
materials science. earth
sciences: and planetary
sciences. Its availability
at SESAME enhances the
scientific capabilities and
research opportunities for
scientists and researchers
in the region.

The design of the
SESAMEBEATSbeamline
draws inspiration from
the tomography beamline
at the Swiss Light Source
(SLS) and has been fully

optimized for absorption
and  phase  contrast
imaging.

Great care has been
taken to ensure the
coherence of the X-rays.
The X-ray source utilized
is a 3T 3-pole wiggler:
which significantly
enhances the photon
flux at X-ray energies up
to 80 keV: enabling the
investigation of a wide
range of materials and

samples.

Gianluca  Ioric the
BEATS beamline
scientistc expressed his

excitement. stating. "We
were euphoric observing
the first 3D  images
of BEATS only a few
minutes after starting our
tests. It was the realization
of four years of hard work:
which made everyone
at SESAME extremely
proud.” The construction
of the BEATS beamline

was made possible through
a  collaborative effort
between leading research
facilities in the Middle East
(SESAME and The Cyprus
Institute) and European
synchrotron radiation
facilities: including
ALBA-CELLS  (Spain).
DESY (Germany).
Elettra (Italy). the ESRF
(France). INFN (Italy).
PSI (Switzerland): and
SOLARIS (Poland).
The European Union's
Horizon 2020 research
and innovation program
provided the funding for
this initiative. which was
coordinated by the ESRF.

Researchers will have
the opportunity to submit
proposals to utilize the
BEATS beamline starting
in September 2023,
opening up new avenues
for scientific exploration
and discoveries at
SESAME.
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HPC, Share-Net Jordan collaborate
to enhance reproductive health
knowledge in southern region

Amman

The Higher Population Council
(HPC) and Share-Net Jordan
have joined forces to organize two
workshops in the southern region
of the Kingdom: aimed to enhance
knowledge in the field of sexual and
reproductive health.

The first workshop took place
at the Princess Basma Center for
Human Development in Aqaba
governorate. while the second
was held at Al-Hussein Bin Talal
University in Ma'an governorate.

The primary objective of the
first workshop: as outlined in a
statement issued by the HPC on
Monday: was to familiarize the
attendees with the demographic
landscape in Jordan. Additionally:
the workshop aimed to introduce
the Share-Net Knowledge Platform
for Sexual and Reproductive Health
which serves as a valuable resource
for individuals working in this field.

Furthermore: the HPC
utilized this event to launch the
"Parents' Guide to the Sexual and
Reproductive Health of Their
Adolescent Children" booklet and
a short video titled "Educating
Children about Sexual and
Reproductive Health."

The workshop attracted
representatives from various civil
society institutions and non-
governmental organizations
involved in family health initiatives
within the governorate.

The second workshop sought to
update Share-Net Jordan members
in the southern region on the

recent developments regarding the
knowledge platform for sexual and
reproductive health.

Attendees included members of
Share-Net Jordan residing in the
southernregion aswellasacademics
from the faculties of medicine and
nursing at Al-Hussein Bin Talal
University. Mutah University. and
the University of Jordan-Aqaba
Branch. Practitioners specializing
in sexual and reproductive health
also participated in the event.

During both workshops:
Issa Al-Masarwa; the Secretary
General of the HPC. emphasized
the significance of engaging with
partners in the southern region.
He highlighted the importance of
conveying information about the
demographic landscape in Jordan:
its implications for development
and national requirements; and
the dissemination of population-
related knowledge to inform
decision-making processes. He also
emphasized the value of receiving
feedback from participants
regarding emerging population
issues. Ali Al-Mutlaq: the Director
of the Studies and Policies Unit at
the HPC and Coordinator of Share-
Net Jordan: delivered presentations
during both workshops:
highlighting the achievements of
the Share-Net Jordan platform
in 2022 and outlining the plan for
2023. He also shared the priorities
and future directions of Share-
Net Jordan for the coming year.
providing valuable insights into the
platform's trajectory.

Extremist rabbi Glick leads settlers»
storming of Al-Aqsa Mosque

Ramallah

Dozens of Jewish radical settlers:
led by extremist rabbi Yehudah
Glicke early Monday stormed Al-
Agsa Mosque /| Haram Al Sharif
compound in occupied Jerusalem( a
Palestinian source confirmed.

A statement by the General

Islamic Endowments Department
in Jerusalem said the settlers
carried out today’s raids through
al-Magharebah Gate under the
heavy protection of Israeli escort:
who restricted Muslim worshippers'
access to the mosque to secure the
settlers' incursions.

AGRICULTURE MINISTRY BEGINS WHEAT,
BARELY PURCHASES FOR 20222023- SEASON

AMMAN

The Ministry of Agriculture on Sunday
began purchasing wheat and barley from
farmers: also opening receiving centres

and silos.

The Cabinet recently issued its approval
for the government to begin purchasing
wheat and barley from farmers for the
20222023- agricultural season. ‘
The decision comes as a continuation
of the government's policy of supporting

farmers and

encouraging

them to ‘

increase the geographic area of wheat and
barley cultivation because of the strategic
importance of the crops: according to a
statement from the ministry.

The Cabinet decision set the price of

wheat and barley at JD500 per tonne for

seed wheat; JD420 for port wheat( JD420 |

per tonne of seed barley and JD370 per

tonne for port barley.

its wheat and barley from international

Jordan imports about 95 per cent of -

markets: as domestic production does not

exceed 5 per cent of the country’s needs.
According to the Trade Ministry:

Jordan consumes 80000 tonnes of wheat

and 60.000 tonnes of barley each month.

Jordan is working on increasing the "
grain storage capacity by building storage t

facilities in several areas.

According to the ministry: several
facilities will be constructed this year in
different parts of the country: such as a
facility with a 500.000-tonne capacity in
Qatraneh: another in Al Muwaqar with
a 100.000-tonne capacity and a facility
in Al Ghabawi with a 100.000-tonne

capacity.
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(Women on Frontlines»

Amman

The sixth edition of the
"Women on the Frontlines"
conference kicked off in
Amman on Monday under

the patronage of Prime
Minister Bisher Khasawneh.

The May Chidiac
Foundation is organizing

the event: which aims to
empower and encourage
women to achieve sustainable
results that serve the public
interest and society: as well
as spotlighting the success
stories of women and girls

=]

LOCAL

conference kicks off

violence: in addition to a
host of laws that support
and enable them in various
aspects of life.

"As a member of the
Ministerial Committee for
Women Empowerment:
I assure you that this
government is  working
according to a clear
national  strategy = and
in partnership with all
sectors and institutions
representing Jordanian
women: to develop plans:
programs and procedures

who have made significant to _ensure  a safe work
contributions in many fields. environment for women

The conference without discrimination
was attended by Her or marginalization.” He
Highness Princess Basma pointed out that this strategy
Bint Alic Her Highness is supported by a media plan
Princess Dina Mired: Mustafa and President of the Prime Minister that and if the political and social the empowerment of women that corresponds to the new
Minister of Government the May Chidiac Foundation the ‘"decisions: legislation environment did not show and bridging the gender gap legislation and supports the
Communication and May Chidiac and prominent and measures aimed at respect for women and their at the top of their priorities. issues of women: children
government  spokesperson Jordanian and Arab women supporting and empowering roleinsocietyand publiclife.” He also  highlighted and youth: lauding the role
Faisal Shboul; Minister of in the politicali diplomaticc women to be on the frontlines a recent constitutional of the national media: which
Social Development and media: artistic and economic will not enable them to win He pointed to the three amendment that guarantees has always stood by women

Chairperson ofthe Ministerial
Committee for Women
Empowerment Wafa

fields.
Shboul said in a speech in
Bani he

delivered on behalf of

Traffic Department official clarifies
confusion related to seat belt violation

Amman

Deputy Director of the Traffic
Department:  Colonel Anwar
Al-Kharabsheh: has  addressed
misinformation  regarding the
violation of identity cards for
drivers' escorts in relation to seat belt
usage: confirming that the violation
willbeissued against the driver of the
vehicle instead.

Al-Kharabsheh stressed the value
of wearing a seat belt in a statement
on Monday: saying that doing so
considerably lowers the danger of
accidents or sudden stops that result
in injuries or property damage.

"To ensure road safety: the Public

Security Directorate (PSD) on
Monday initiated stricter measures
to control and enforce seat belt
regulations for both drivers and
their escorts." he said¢ noting that
increased vigilance will be exercised
to address the violation of not
wearing seat belts. which is seen as
a traffic law infringement.

He added that the PSD seeks
to ensure all road users' security
and safety while preserving lives
through its extensive traffic and
awareness strategies: calling upon
the cooperation of all individuals to
foster a safer traffic culture among
road users.

Ministry concludes course
in radiation security

iy

Amman

A specialized training course
in radiation security: organized
by the Energy and Minerals
Regulatory Commission
(EMRC) in coordination
with the Office of Radiological
Security (ORS) at the US
Department of Energy. was
concluded in the southern city
of Aqaba.

In a statement on Monday:
Chairman of EMRC Board
of Commissioners  Ziyad
Saaida said that the course

aimed at raising awareness
about  radiation  security:
improving the capabilities

of the commission’s cadres:
and finding qualified trainers
to educate and train the

gl "FE?

commission’s partners in the
areas of radiation and nuclear
work in particular to strengthen
its regulatory and supervisory
role on the sector.

Saaida  emphasized the
importance of collaboration
with the locali regionali or
international specialized
authorities in the domain
to exchange knowledge and
expertisec and to build the
capacity of workers in the
sector.

For their part. the trainers

from the US Department
of Energy praised the
commission’s cooperation

in holding such a course and
the interaction of its staff
participated in the event.

the bet if they do not believe
themselves
capabilities on the one hand:

and their

modernization
political
administrative. which place

tracks:

economic and

the empowerment of women
and supports and protects
them from all forms of

and their rights and their
essential role in development
and construction.

Carp fish «fit for human consumption,» JFDA assures
after rumors of using poultry waste as feed

Amman

Carp farm fish in the
Kingdom is fit for human
consumption and are raised
and fed under medical
supervisionc an  official
said on Monday: refuting
rumors that carp fish are

fed poultry waste.
Director General of
the Jordan Food and

Drug Administration
(JFDA) Nizar Mubhaidat
underlined that the JFDA.
in cooperation with the
Ministry of Agriculture:
has inspected a number
of carp farms across the
Kingdom and found no
violations. He pointed out
that the administration:
as the official body

responsible for the safety:
health and quality of food
in the Kingdom: begins
monitoring operations after
the fishleave the farmsto the
local markets; indicating
that the inspection teams

have carried out field
visits and a survey of the
local market: and have

conducted tests to examine

the validity of fresh fish.
Muhaidat underscored the
JFDA's commitment to a
participatory approach to
work and joint cooperation
with various food-related
authorities to  achieve
common national goals:
including achieving food
security and preserving
consumer health.

Parliament speaker, Libyan foreign
minister talk ties, cooperation

Amman

Speaker of the Lower
House of  Parliament
Ahmed Safadi on Monday
discussed with the Libyan
Minister of  Foreign
Affairs and International
Cooperation  Najla  El
Mangoush mechanisms to
enhance joint cooperation

in all fields to serve the two
countries and peoples.

Safadi  stressed the
Jordanian position: under
the leadership of His

Majesty King Abdullah
Il to support the unity
and stability of Libya:
preserve  its  national
interests and fulfill the

aspirations of the Libyan
people: stressing that the
Lower House is committed
to coordination with the
Libyan Parliament.

For her part: the Libyan
minister gave an overview
of efforts to boost stability
and unify the national
institutions in the country:

underscoring her country's
appreciation for Jordan's
positions under the
leadership of His Majesty
King Abdullah II in
support of Libya and the
political track and for the
Jordanian role in achieving
security and stability in the
region.

Israeli forces kill 3
Palestinians in Nablus

Ramallah

Three Palestinians were
killed and six others were
wounded by Israeli forces
during an early Monday
raid in the occupied West

Bank city of Nablus:
according to the Palestinian
Health Ministry.

In a statement( the
ministry said that the
occupation army troops
stormed the Balata camp
in eastern Nablus: set up
sniper posts on the rooftops
of several homes and high-
risesc and then banned
ambulances and medical

personnel from entering
the camp and evacuating
the injured.

Additionally. the Israeli
forces raided dozens of
Palestinian-owned homes
in the camp and arrested
a number of the locals: it
added.

Moreover: the
occupation troops also
blew up a Palestinian

home without informing

neighboring houses’
owners. leaving two
citizens wounded: and

causing heavy damage to
nearby properties.

Cap on poultry canceled over
plummeting prices - Ministry

Amman

The Ministry of
Industry. Trade and Supply
explained on Monday that
revoking the price cap on
poultry was a result of a
plunge in the prices of fresh

chicken and chicken sold
through farmgates.

The ministry said in a
statement that the decision
came after the price of
chicken fell below the set
price floors: noting that

fresh chicken is being sold
for less than two dinars per
kilogram: while chicken
sold through farmgates
is being sold for less than
JD1.65 per kilo. which
makes the price cap

unnecessary. The ministry's
monitoring  teams  are
keeping an eye on the
prices of poultry and will
take appropriate measures
to ensure that prices are
stable.
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