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JCC urges further cooperation with
Saudi Arabia in vocational training

Amman

Chairman of the Jordan
Chamber of Commerce
(JCC) Khalil Haj Tawfiq
called on Saudi Arabia
to boost cooperation in
exchanging expertise in
vocational and technical
training during a meeting
with a delegation from
the Saudi Ministry of
Human Resources and
Social Development and
Jordanian chairmen and
representatives of sectoral
skills councils.

According to a JCC

statement on Sunday:

Haj Tawfiq said that the
13 councils are advisory
experts

and  include
representing
workers  and

employers:

professional sector:

stressing that they would
vocational

training
the

improve
and technical
and education in

official
authorities in a specific

Kingdom.

He pointed out that
Jordan and Saudi Arabia
have close relations in
various fields that have
reached advanced levels

of coordination and
cooperation: especially
in trade. investment:

training and joint projects
in many strategic sectors
of added value.

Haj Tawfiqc who heads
the Retail Skills Council
underlined the JCC's

3oL I

]

commitment to sharing
expertise and technical
knowledge with Saudi
Arabia and the experience
of the Jordanian private
sector in sectoral skills
councils and increasing
cooperation to  serve
the labor market and
advance the education and
vocational and technical
training sectors in the two
countries.

The visiting delegation
was briefed on the private

[ 5
LB

sector's experience in
the field of sectoral skills
councils and the success
stories. The goal of these
councils is to propose
a general policy for the
sector and identify priority
skills and training needs
based on the requirements
of the labor market for
each professioni heads
of the chairmen and
representatives of sectoral
skills councils told the
delegation

Saudi delegation discusses cooperation
in sector skills councils area

Amman

A Saudi delegation from
the Ministry of Human
Resources and  Social
Development visited the
Ministry of Labor.and the
Technical and Vocational
Skills Development
Commission (TVSDC) to
take a look at the Jordanian
expertise in sector skills
councils  (SSCs)c  and
discuss ways of cooperation
in this domain.

During the meeting
Labor Ministry's Secretary
General Farouk Hadidi

Amman

emphasized the importance
of bolstering Jordanian-
Saudi relations in the labor
sector. especially in the
areas of skills, and training
as well as SSCs.
TheTVSDC: heindicated:
is a strategic partner in
forming SSCs that were
established in cooperation
between the commission
and the private sector:
with the aim of improving
skills in various sectors:
identifying the required
skills needed by the local
labor market; developing

professional standards and
career paths: and providing
professional guidance.
For his partt Ahmed Al-
Zahrani. the undersecretary
of skills and training at
the Saudi Ministry. said
that the meeting with
the commission is an
opportunity to cast light
on the methods used and
approaches adopted in
Jordan in  establishing
the SSCs¢ as a pioneering
experience in the region
in terms of quality.
Additionally. he  noted

that the councils mainly
aim to foster partnership
with the private sector:
meet the relevant parties
in sector planning for
skills and professions. and
set national occupational
standards. which contribute
to providing outputs thatare
primarily = commensurate
with the needs of the labor

market. Moreoverc he
noted that Saudi Arabia
seeks to leverage the

Jordanian expertise in this
area through activating and
operating 12 SSCs by 2025.
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NCSC launches «Up to Date» project
with «Cyber Sunday» workshop

J SWIMLANE

UP T% DATE

Cyber Sunday :audygll ylgic
PP gLl L - 3l :alilg podl

Amman
The National Cyber Security
Center (NCSC) on Sunday

launched the first workshop of the
"Up to Date" project; titled "Cyber
Sunday."

In a statement. the center
outlined the project's objective of
keeping technical staff informed
about the latest advancements
in  cybersecurity  technology:
applications. and solutions.

"It also aims to foster continuous
learning: develop employee skills

in cybersecurity: and reinforce
the cyber defense systems of
government institutions by
implementing best practices." the
statement added.

Throughout the year: the "Up to
Date" project will organize a series
of workshops in collaboration with
specialized information technology
companies in the cybersecurity
field. These workshops will serve as
platforms for sharing knowledge:
fostering dialogue: and facilitating
practical learning experiences.

Jordan denounces Israeli minister)s
storming of Al-Aqsa Mosque

Amman

Jordan strongly condemned the
storming of the Al-Aqgsa Mosque/
al-Haram al-Sharif compound on
early Sunday by the Israeli national
security minister. who was heavily
protected by the Israeli occupation
forces.

Spokesman for the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs and Expatriates
Sinan Majali said in a statement that
the storming of the Al- Aqsa Mosque
and the violation of its sanctity
by an Israeli cabinet member are
condemned and provocative acts.
They represent a blatant violation
of international law: as well as the
historical and legal status quo in
Jerusalem and its holy sites he
added.

Majali warned that the continued
breaches and attacks on Islamic and
Christian holy sites in Jerusalem:

CELEBRATION TO MARK

The Jordan Museum: in collaboration

with the Jordanian Museums Association
hosted a celebration at the Petra Museum
in Wadi Musa: southern Jordan: on the
occasion of International Museum Day.
The event: inaugurated by the Ministry
of Culture under the theme "Quality of
Life and Sustainability."
museum enthusiasts: experts and local
community members to recognize the
significance of museums in preserving

cultural heritage.

A debate session aimed at introducing
a project named "Involving the Jordanian

Youth Generation in

Amman's Past and Its Multiculturalism”
was held during the event. The project's
goal was to engage young Jordanians in
exploring Amman's rich history and diverse
legacy. which resulted in a comprehensive
guide for museum education for school

childreni giving an

immersive learning experience.

Suleiman Ali Al-Farajatc the Chief
Commissioner of the Petra Development
and Tourism Region Authority (PDTRA).
underscored the vital role museums play in
nurturing national identity and fostering
creative thinking among the youth.

International Museum Day: approved by
the International Council of Museums: is
celebrated worldwide on May 18 each year.
It serves as a reminder of the invaluable
role that museums play in safeguarding
tangible and intangible cultural heritage.

brought together

Learning about

interactive and

"-——n-:‘_'rf- I]
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INTERNATIONAL MUSEUM DAY IN PETRA

coupled with the wunilateral
measures of settlement expansion
and the ongoing Israeli raids into
occupied Palestinian territory. may
lead to further escalation. He urged
the international community to take
swift and decisive action to put an
end to these practices.

Furthermore( he emphasized that
the holy compound: which spans an
area of 144 dunums: is exclusively a
Muslim place of worship and that
the Jerusalem and Al- Agsa Mosque
Affairs Department is the sole
authority responsible for managing
all affairs of the compound and
organizing entry to it.

In addition: he demanded that
Israel as the occupying power:
immediately cease all efforts to
alter the legal and historical status
quo and impose spatial or temporal
divisions.




Amman

Interior Minister Mazen
Faraya said Jordanian-Iraqi
relations "went  beyond
the existing inter-regional
relations to achieve more
advanced and open"
horizons at the official and
popular levels.

Faraya made the remarks
during his meeting with
his Iraqi counterpart
Abdulamir Kamel Shammari
in Baghdad: in presence of
the Jordanian ambassador
to Iraq Muntasir Oqla. and
the two countries' senior
officials.

During the meeting: the
two sides discussed ways

to  strengthen  bilateral
cooperation in the areas
of combating terrorismq
extremismu enhancing
border security: countering
smuggling and  human
trafficking: exchanging
information: developing
trade exchange through

Karama Border Crossing: as
well as investment: medical

Jordan)s economic modernization
drive would boost textile exports -JCI
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Faraya lauds <advanced, open»
Jordanian-lraqi relations

treatment; and measures to
steamline residence and visa
procedures.

Farayasaid Royal directives
to the government constantly
focus on expanding joint
cooperation areas in various
fields. especially in security
and economic domains: to

achieve common interests:
adding that his visit reflects
the two countries' "deep-
rooted" relations.

Faraya noted the
government is continuing
to take all measures to

overcome any obstacles that
could impede development

of bilateral relations.

Faraya also expressed
the ministry's readiness to
overcome any obstacles or
impediments that could
face Iraqis during their
entry into the Kingdom and
their residence in Jordan:
in accordance with the

regulations and instructions
in force.

For his part. the Iraqi
minister said Jordan and
Iraq share "historic: solid and
brotherly" relations which
require continuous efforts
to develop them through
joint  coordination and

LOCAL

consultation in exchanging
training expertise. forensic
evidence and  security
technology integration.

Shammari thanked
Jordan for its facilitations
provided to ensure smooth
flow in trade and investment
fieldsc  promote joint
movement. and address
some difficulties related
to the Iraqi community
residing in Amman.

In this regard: he
referred to facilitations
provided to Iraqi
community in Jordan:
especially investors:
residents and students:
aimed to grant residence
permits visas¢ ensure
smooth movement
freedom( as well as similar
measures in education and
medical tourism areas.

At the end of the meeting:
the two sides agreed to
continue coordination and
consultation and to hold
bilateral meetings to address
any future issues.

Education ministry launches
crisis, risk management strategy

Amman

Representative of the textile
and leather industries at Jordan
Chamber of Industry (JCI). Ehab
Qadric said implementation of the
sector's initiatives and priorities
within Jordan's Economic
Modernization  Vision (EMV)
would move these industries to
"advanced" levels on the "highest"
exporting countries globally.

In a statement on Sunday: Qadri
noted the textile sector currently
ranks 16th globally in exporting its
locally manufactured products and
12th in terms of exports to the U.S.
market.

Jordan: he said: is the first Arab
and Middle East country to export

the sector's products to the United
States: as its exports accounted for
2% of the total U.S. textile imports.

On future performance
indicatorsc he said the current
textile sector would nearly triple
over the next ten years: estimating
Jordan's textile exports to reach
approximately  $7.3 billion.
compared to about $2.1 billion by
end 2022.

Qadri noted achieving these goals
would also contribute to improving
performance of multiple Jordanian
economic and social indicators:
primarily creating approximately
149,000 new job opportunities for
Jordanians; which is reflected in
reducing unemployment rates.

HPC highlights Jordan's population
efforts at Baghdad meeting

Amman

The Higher Population
Council (HPC) recently took
part in the Arab Council for
Population and Development
(ACPD)'s coordination
meeting to exchange
expertise at the pan-Arab
level. According to a HPC
statement issued Sunday: the
meeting: which was held in
Iraq. aims to exchange inter-
Arab expertise and knowledge
on population issues. During
the meetingc the HPC
Assistant Secretary-Generali
Rania Abadic  presented
Jordan's plan to implement
commitments of the Nairobi
Summit for 20302021- and
the Kingdom's population
"opportunity” and policies
to invest its potentials. The

participants ~ recommended
continued inter- Arab
coordination to draft

population policies and follow
up on their implementation:
launch national action plans
to control population growth
and strengthen role of civil

society organizations and
private sector in implementing
population  programs. the

statement said. In addition.
The event advised launch of
sustainable economic and
social policies to benefit from
the "high" rate of the working-
age population: build worker
capacities for preparing annual
periodic reports to follow up
international commitments:
and establish information
systems to monitor changes in
population indicators.

Amman

Ministry of Educationon
Sunday launched its Crisis
and Risk Management
Strategy 20232027-. aimed
to enhance the education
sector's response to crises
and affirm the ministry's
capability to ensure a "safe"
learning environment to
maintain quality education
to face various risks.

Speaking at the
launching ceremony:
Minister of Education:
Dr. Azmi  Mahafzah,

said the strategy aims to
strengthen concepts of
risk and crisis management
to enhance Jordan's key
action policies; planning
and follow-up duties and
develop capabilities related
to the ministry's strategic
plan.

Mahafzah added that
the strategy was launched
following “remarkable”
efforts from the ministry
and  National  Centre

for
Management (NCSCM).
In this regard: he also
referred to endeavors of
supporting partners from

Security and Crisis

local and international
organizations. led by
UNESCO and International
Institute for Educational
Planning (IIEP) / France:
stressing importance of
partnerships at all levels.
Based on its pursuit to

achieve its strategic plan
goals: he said the strategy
focuses on 4 main axes after
examining the internal
and external educational
conditions and identifying
strengths and opportunities
to improve these pillars.
Meanwhile: UNESCO
representative to Jordan
Min Jeong Kim( greeted
Ministry of Education for
developing the strategy:

stressing that Jordan has
once again demonstrated its
commitment to affirming
right of all children and
youth to exercise their
right to educationi by
"institutionalizing”  crisis-
based planning. Kim added
that the ministry is paving the
way to achieve "a more robust
and effective" educational
system that responds to the
Kingdom's needs.

110 Gow:t depts to use unified

e-procurement system by 2025, says official

Amman

Director of the
Government Procurement
Department Hanadi
Nabulsi on Sunday
underscored that by the
year 2025 no less than
110 governmental entities
will fully integrate and
utilize  the  Jordanian
Electronic  Procurement
System (JONEPS) in their
procurement activities.

During an intensive
training seminar held at
the Institute of Public
Administration; aimed at
capacitating procurement
agents to  proficiently
leverage  this  systemq
Nabulsi elucidated on the
pivotal role JONEPS will
play in the administrative

undertakings of  these
entities.

In an interview
with the Jordan News
Agency  (Petra): she
noted the government's
thorough blueprint for
JONEPS deployment

across a spectrum of 100
government bodies during

the 20232025- span.
Nabulsi said that the
system’s implementation
has culminated in
substantial reductions
in the administrative
overhead associated with
procurement operations:
a testament to the efficient
management  of  state

resources.

With a clear objective of
streamlining bureaucratic
procedures pertaining to
government procurement:
JONEPS has been designed
to foster a culture of
transparency: uphold
the ethos of competition
and equality amongst
bidders: mitigate costs
incurred by procurement
undertakings: enhance
operational efficiency:
and optimize procurement
value.

Furthermore: the system
seeks to fortify the symbiotic
relationship between the
public sector and the local
community by means of
streamlined governmental
procedures.
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