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220 people lost lives on Jordan’s roads so
far this year — Traffic Department chief

AMMAN

Director of Traffic
Department Brig. Firas
Duwairi on Thursday said
that 220 people have died
inroadaccidentsin Jordan
since the beginning of the
year.

During a radio talk
show hosted by the Public
Security Directorate
Radio Stationi Duwairi
said that 98.8 per cent
of traffic accidents are
caused by human error.

“Human lives are
sacred and we will exert
all available efforts to
reduce the numbers of

road accidents in the
Kingdom.” the traffic
director said.

“We are working

on a strategic plan in

cooperation with our
partners to  address
road accidents in the

Kingdom:” Duwairi told
the radio station.

One of the main goals is
to increase the number of
traffic patrols and officers
on Jordan’s streets:
Duwairi said.

“We are also working
on increasing the number
of secret police on the

- Y —y -

roads:. increasing CCTV

road surveillance and
following up on social
media  platforms.” he
added.

Recentlyc the PSD-
affiliated Central Traffic
Department (CTD)

launched a campaign to
raise motorists’ awareness
of the importance of
wearing a seatbelt.

Last year. Jordan
witnessed over 170.000

iy

—
|

-  Taiad

road accidents: resulting
in 562 deaths according
to traffic officials.

In2021¢around 160.000
road accidents occurred
on the Kingdom’s roads
resulting in 589 deaths.

In addition 11.241
people  were injured:
including 737 with serious
injuries. as a result of the
traffic accidents in 2021.

Lastyear, traffic officials
announced  that  the

Ayla, Royal Marine to hold

Marina Boat Show late

Aqaba

Ayla and Royal Marine
are organizing the "Ayla
Marina Boat Show" at
Ayla Marina from May
25th to 27th. allowing boat
owners to showcase their
boats in an open display to
members of the public as
well as professionals and
enthusiasts. As the first of
its kind: the show aims to
provide a unique platform
for boat buyers and sellers
to connect. along with
experts and hobbyists:
according to a statement

by Ayla on Saturday.
Additionally. it seeks to
support and enhance the
local boat market in line
with international best
practicesc while raising
awareness among the
local audience about the
boating sector in Jordan.
The Ayla Marina currently
provides 231 berths:
with future expansion of
another 104 berths and can
accommodate the needs of
boats up to 40 meters long
with top-notch facilities:
maintenance services: and

exceptional international
services ensuring  the
highest ~ standards  of
comfort.  safety: and

added value: the statement

indicated. Adel Ma'ani
the  Marina  Manager
at  Ayla  Development

Company: emphasized the
importance of the offer. as
it aligns with the package
of events: services: and
programs organized by
Ayla. It also serves the
commercial and tourism
activities in the Aqaba
Special Economic Zone

CTD will adopt several
measures to curb road
accidents including the
reinforcement of the
Traffic Point System that
was published in the
Official Gazette in early
2018.

The step: according to
traffic officials: was meant
to curb road accidents and
as an attempt to minimise

human and financial
losses.

The new  system
stipulates that motorists
who commit certain
traffic  violations  will

have a file at the Traffic
Department that includes
their driving record: the
points accumulated and
traffic violations.

Motorists who
accumulate less  than
16 points¢ according to
the new point system
will have the option of
attending a rehabilitation
course at the Jordan Traffic
Institute: which they will
be required to pay for.

Once they complete the
course: eight points will
be deducted from their
driving record: according
to the regulations.

1st Ayla
May

Authority. he indicated.
For his part: Hussam Atieh.
the Managing Director of
Royal Marine: stressed the
significance of continuous
cooperation with the Ayla
Development  Company:
stating that this cooperation
aims to enhance the
emerging boat market in
Aqaba and develop it into
a promising regional and
global market. He pointed
to ongoing discussions
between both parties to
establish this offer in the
future.
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Jordanian companies participate
in COMEX 2023 in Muscat-Intaj

N
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Amman

The Information and
Communications Technology
Association of Jordan (Int@j)
announced organization of the
first Jordanian pavilion at COMEX
Telecom & Technology Exhibition
& Conference 2023 in the Omani
capitali Muscat from May 22-
25, with the support of Business
Growth Activity of U.S. Agency
for International Development
(USAID).

In a statement on Saturday:
Intaj said Jordanian pavilion will
feature 8 Jordanian companies
in the field of information and
communication technology
(ICT): as part of the continuous
efforts to explore new markets for
Jordanian products and business
solutions: and exchange expertise

with  participating companies
globally.

Intaj CEO: Nidal Bitar. said
participation reflects  "strong"

desire of Jordanian companies to

seize commercial and technical
opportunities offered by this
"pioneering” exhibition  and

enhance cooperation with Omani
Gulf and international companies.
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Jordanian pavilionc he noted:
comes in light of expectations of
growth in technology spending in
Oman to reach $3.5 billion by 2026,
according to figures from IDC
Research.

Oman  Vision 2040  aims
to enhance the technological
capabilities and communications
in the Sultanate: achieve digital
transformation. investindeveloping
infrastructure: people and systems:
and use artificial intelligence and
cybersecurity solutions: he pointed
out.

Bitar highlighted importance of
this "pivotal” step in strengthening
position of Jordanian companies
as "main" players in the region's
technology sector. which affirms
the "pioneering” spirit of Jordanian
companies in this field.

He also valued USAID Business
Growth Activity for its support to
companies by providing multiple
technical servicesc which helped
prepare marketing materials for
companies and contribute to
paying participation costs in the
exhibition to covering companies'
participation fees in Intaj's "Market
Study"” platform.

Foreign ministry condemns attack
on Qatari embassy in Khartoum

Amman

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs
and Expatriates condemned the
attack on the Qatari embassy in
the Sudanese capitali Khartoum
today.

In a statement on Saturday. the
ministry expressed the Kingdom's
solidarity with Qatar. and its strong

condemnation and denunciation of
all forms of violence and vandalism
especially acts that target and violate
diplomatic buildings.

The ministry also stressed need to
respectrules of international lawand
relevant international agreements:
especially Vienna Convention on
Diplomatic Relations.

FULBRIGHT COMMISSION IN JORDAN CELEBRATES
30 YEARS OF EDUCATIONAL, CULTURAL EXCHANGE

Since its establishment
in May 1993 JACEE: it has
awarded over 1500 grants to
Jordanians and Americans
to study:. conduct research:
and teach in each other’s
countries; with the aim

Amman said at the reception: also exceptional. for the latest global health enhance and diversify our

In commemoration attended by the United "Jordanian Fulbright challenge to a historic peace programs and to create more
of its 30th anniversary, States Ambassador  to alumni include influential plan: or perhaps to teach opportunities for mutual
the Jordanian American Jordan Henry T. Wooster figures: such as government a new generation of future learningand collaboration."
Commission for Educational and United States Assistant ministers: diplomats: leaders." The reception honored
Exchange (JACEE) hosted a Secretary  of  State for performing  artistsc and The Commission’s the  achievements  and
reception last Thursday with ~Educational and Cultural leaders of academici NGO:  Executive Director: Edward  contributions of the
His Royal Highness Prince El Affairs Lee Satterfield. and business communities. Prados:  expressed his Fulbrightalumni community
Hassan bin Talal as keynote Prince El Hassan Therippleeffectfrom people- gratitude and appreciation and celebrated the enduring
speaker. highlighted the importance to-people connections for all those who have partnership between Jordan

Prince El Hassan praised of encouraging and made during a study supported and participated and the United States — which
the history of Fulbright in practicing  learning by abroad experience expands in the Fulbright Program the Government of Jordan

Jordan: noting that Fulbright
embodies the principle of
transcendence of identities:
cultures: faiths and religions:
and lines of thought across
boundaries; and towards a
plurality of respect.

"These are the values and
practices  that  Fulbright
scholars are revered for:
and it is precisely what we
intended when we opened
the ‘Fulbright House’ in
Amman on December 8:
1994." His Royal Highness

analogy to learn through
experience: discourse across
cultural boundaries: and
reflection: emphasizing the
importance of conversation
as a meeting of minds to
transformy reshape facts and
draw different implications
from them and engage in
new trains of thoughts.

Also speaking at the
reception: Ambassador
Wooster  celebrated the

achievements of Jordanian
Fulbright alumni as truly

throughout a lifetime and
for generations to come:" he
said at the reception.
Assistant Secretary
Satterfield underscored the
importance of Fulbright
programs in Jordan and
globally. saying: "Today:. we
use that foundational value
of mutual understanding to
pursueaworld ofmoreshared
peace and shared prosperity
in key: tangible ways —from
more economic opportunity
and employability to a cure

over the years.

He said: "The Fulbright
Program is more than just
an educational exchange
program;itisatransformative
experience  that  builds
bridges of understanding
and friendship between our
two countries. I am honored
to lead this prestigious
institution and to continue
its legacy of excellence and
impact. I look forward to
working with our partners
and stakeholders to

has honored by increasing
its financial support to the
Commission in order to
help support more funding
for Jordanian Fulbright
candidates. Current and
former Commission Board
Members: Jordanian and
American Fulbright alumni.
current Fulbright grantees:
representatives of higher
education institutions in
Jordan: and other friends of
the Fulbright Program also
attended the reception.

of creating and fostering
greater cooperation between
the peoples of Jordan and the
United States. The Fulbright
Commission in Jordan is one
of 49 binational commissions
around the world that
administer the Fulbright
Program on behalf of the
U.S. Department of State.
The Fulbright Program is
the flagship international
educational exchange
program sponsored by the
U.S. government and is
designed to increase mutual
understanding between the
people of the United States
and the people of other
countries.
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Jordan>s media policy aims to strengthen
sector s performance-Shboul

Amman
Minister of Government
Communication Faisal

Shboul: on Saturday said
media across the world is
suffering due to the social
platforms' acquisition  of
the "largest" share of the
advertising market: adding
that "Jordan is no exception
to this reality."

Addressing a symposium
dubbed: "Reality of Jordanian
Media." organized by Masarat
Center for Development &
Empowerment. Shboul said
Ministry of Government
Communication aims to
create  the “appropriate”
environment to enhance
Jordan's media position and
develop its tools.

The ministeradded that this

drive is implemented under
draft government policy for
media and communication.
which Economic and Social
Council will lead dialogue
with all partners.

Shboul: who is also the
Government Spokesperson:
noted the policy's axes aim to
build trust with the public by
drafting media government
institutions' messages to
support their strategies and
plans.

He added that the draft
policy aims to empower
media  spokespeople  to
ensure "stronger” media and
information flow: pointing
out that the ministry has
launched training programs
for them over the next three
years.

House Foreign Affairs Committee decries
attack on Qatari embassy in Khartoum

Amman

The Lower House Foreign Affairs

embassy headquarters: describing
this act as a "clear" violation of

According to
he said the ministry also
launched training projects
for recent press alumni . in
partnership with civil society

;

Shboul¢ institutions: to employ

beneficiariesin the Kingdom's

health and tourism sectors.
To date: he noted 42 press

alumni were appointed in

the Kingdom's education
directorates and 12 others
in health sector: in addition
to filling vacancies in public
media institutions.

He said the policy: which
was prepared by the ministry:
seeks to improve the media
legislation regulating media
activities by overhauling
current laws. aimed to
keeping pace with the rapid
technical developments and
reviewing media freedoms
reports.

On the sector's current
financial hardships:
Shboul said media is
"one of the biggest
losers due to social
platforms' acquisition of
the advertising market."
noting that these platforms

made more than JD81 in
marketing revenues in
2022 locally. estimating
Arab  markets' income
loss at about $23- billion
annually.

In this contextc Shboul
referred to Jordan's efforts
and keenness within Arab
framework to enhance media
role and preserve their right
in the advertising market: by
developing an Arab strategy
to deal with world media
organizations to protect Arab
and Islamic issues. This effort
aims to protect Palestinian
cause from negative
misinformation: shield
children and youth from
harmful content: address
hate speech: false news and
attacks on privacy: he said.

LED units to light up municipal
streets save JD20min annually-CVDB

Committee condemned the attack
on the Qatari embassy building in
the Sudanese capitali Khartoumy
on Saturday. In a press statement:
the committee's chairman; MP
Khaldoun Haina: decried storming
and vandalism of the Qatari

lvgggbvb.b.vlv.v. The committee
also expressed its solidarity and
support for Qatar. stressing need
to adhere to relevant international
agreements. especially  Vienna
Convention on Diplomatic
Relations: the statement said.

40 people injured in bus crash
accident in Amman-PSD

Amman

40 people were injured after a
bus crashed and overturned in the
Capital governorate: Public Security
Directorate (PSD) announced
on Saturday. In a statement. the
directorate's media spokesperson
said civil defense and police teams
dealt today with a bus accident that
overturned in Amman's Dabouq

area. As a result of the accident:
the official said 40 people sustained
various injuries and bruises: adding
that civil defense teams worked to
provide the necessary first aid to
the injured: who were transferred
to nearby hospitals to receive the
necessary treatment. and a traffic
investigation was launched into the
crash.

Turkish community in Jordan
vote in Turkiye»>s runoff elections

Amman

Members of the Turkish
community in Jordan on Saturday
started casting their votes in runoff
of their country's presidential
elections at Turkish Embassy in
Amman. The number of Turks
who are entitled to vote in Jordan:

according to the Turkish Supreme
Elections Council: is approximately
3.000 voters.

The embassy opened its doors
to register Turkish voters for two
consecutive days. starting from
Saturday morning: until 9pm
Sunday evening.

Jordanian delegation partakes in
NATO Parliamentary Assembly

Amman

A Jordanian delegation
from the parliament is taking
part in the spring session of
the Parliamentary Assembly
of the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization (NATO) in
Luxembourg.

According to a statement on
Saturday. the spring session
kicked oftf earlier today and

will run through May 22nd:
bringing together the member
states of the alliance in addition
to the observer countries.

Discussions of the meetings
will tackle the work of
the NATO  Parliamentary
Assembly committees related
to defense: security. politics
science. technology and the
economy.

Amman

Director General of
the Cities and Villages
Development Bank
(CVDB) Osama
Azzam. said the Energy
Efficiency Project is a
"key" enterprise currently
being implemented to
help municipalities reduce
energy bills by replacing
traditional lighting units
in municipal streets with
LED energy-efficient
technology.

In a statement to
"Petra” on  Saturday.
Azzam said the project
is being implemented
in cooperation between
Ministry of Local
Administration. CVDB
and Ministry of Energy: ata
cost of JD65 million.

Azzam added that 50%
of the cost will be paid from
the Ministry of Energy's
"Rural Fils" scheme: while
the other half is funded by
CVDB as aloan to be repaid
over a 7-year period.

On its economic

feasibility. Azzam  said
the project saves about
JD20 million of electricity
consumption annually and
slashes maintenance costs
for old units by about JD7
million annually: pointing
out that the duration of the
project cost extends about
3 years.

Azzam indicated that
the CVDB's role aims
to  guarantee payment
of all financial dues for
tenderersc which is a

"major and pivotal" effort
in stimulating companies
to implement and finance
this energy-efficient
technology. Healsostressed
project's importance to
help municipalities slash
energy bill by replacing
410,000 traditional lamps
in municipal streets with
energy-saving LED lights:

which are installed by
electricity distribution
companies within their

concession areas. adding

that the number is expected
to increase to about 600000
units.

According to Azzam
the project also aims to
reduce carbon emissions by
87.941.3 tonnes and slash
energy expenditure.

Energy costs constitute
about 20% of municipal
expenditures: which would
reflect "positively" on the
quality of services provided
to citizens and the local
community: he said.

Hneifat announces plans to increase

Amman
Minister of Agriculture,
Khaled Hneifat: on

Saturday: said the ministry
is scheduled to construct
60 rainwater-harvesting
pits and dams in 2023 as
part of water harvesting

projects.

Touring water
harvesting sites in Central
Badia; Hneifat said the
ministry implemented
63 pits last year. and
continued its plan to

construct water-harvesting
wells; adding that more
than 5,000 wells were built
in 2022, while 5,000 others
will be launched in 2023.
Hneifat added

that capacity of the
government's  rainwater
harvesting projects:

which are implemented by
ministries of agriculture
and water( amounts to 50
million cubic meters.

Meanwhile; he said
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volume of water harvesting
in 2022  within  the
Kingdom's dams amounted
to 3 million cubic meters:
expecting that 3 additional
million cubic meters will be

harvested in pits that will
be established in 2023.

To continue
implementation of Royal
directives to  advance
Jordan's agricultural sector:

rainwater harvesting sites nationwide

b

e il

"4 — PN

he said water harvesting
sites are being monitored
to maintain sustainability
of water resources and
rehabilitate most dams and
pits.
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