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Royal
(RHC) Chief and head of
the Follow-up Committee
for
of His

Abdullah's
Yousef Issawi
leading
representatives the Jerash

LOCAL

Nakba <unending> tragedy

Amman

Monday marks the
75th  anniversary  of
Nakba (Catastrophe) of
the Palestinian people: a
key case of brutal ethnic

cleansinge which  saw
forcible displacement
of about 750000

Palestinians from their
cities and towns: who
today live in 58 refugee
camps:. and their current
number now stands at
7 million( according to

UNRWA statistics.

In a statement to
"Petra” on  Sunday:
Secretary- General of
Royal Committee for
Jerusalem Affairs (RCJA):
Abdullah Kanaan( said

Zionist gangs took over
774 Palestinian villages
and cities during Nakba
531 of which were
completely destroyed:
and their people suffered
70 massacres: the last was
the Gaza carnage a few
days ago.

Backthen: hesaidabout
176 Jewish settlements
and 186 outposts were

established on the entire
territory of the occupied
Palestinian West Bank in
1967 which bore Hebrew

names with mythical
biblical and Talmudic
overtones: aimed to
erasing Palestinian Arab
historical identity. and
spread a false Zionist
narrative as an alternative
to Palestinian history.
RCJA: he noted: affirms
that the world and its
legitimate organizations

. cosme P I
b | b2

for Palestinian people: RCJA

today should assume a
"moral and humanitarian"
responsibility and address
Nakba conditions on
Palestinian people.
International
with all its
legali  human rights
and media institutions;
faces a "true" test to
assess its seriousness:
to stop policy of double
standards and unjustified
bias towards Israeli and
seek  immediately to

willk
political;

L i

demand Israel to comply
international legitimacy
resolutions: according to
Kanaan.

Kanaan added that this
effort should focus on
achieving the two-state
solution and establishing
the Palestinian state with
Jerusalem as its capital.

Based on Jordan's "firm
and solid historic" role: he
said RCJA affirms support
for Palestinian people as
its key policy.

RHC chief meets Jerash
leading figures, representatives

Amman
Under royal directives:
Hashemite Court

the Implementation
Majesty  King
Initiatives
met with

figures and

governorate over the past
few days.

The  meetings  are
a continuation of a
meeting His Majesty King

Abdullah II had held on
May 3rd with leading
figures and representatives
from the governorate to
address their requests and
needs and hear out any
proposals they have for
the development of Jerash
in a manner that fits the
tourism and agricultural
landscapes.

At the outset of the
meetings. Issawi stressed
that the requests and
proposals that were put
forward in the meetings

will be followed up on by
the RHC in coordination
with the concerned
authorities according
to the top priorities and
capabilities and in line with
the government's plans and
programs.

Issawi pointed to His
Majesty's continuous
directives to reach out
to citizens across the
Kingdom to hear their
requests and needs and
meet those needs within
the available means in

coordination  with
competent authorities.

On royal initiatives in

Jerash: he explained that

duringthe pastyears, alarge
number of royal initiative
projects were implemented
in various development and
stressing
that the implementation
of the royal initiatives is
ongoing: and that the focus

service sectors

will be on productive and
development projects that
create job opportunities for
young people.

the
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Industrial production quantities
index down 1.93 pct in Q1 2023

Amman
The General Industrial
Production Quantities Index

dropped by 1.93 percent in the first
quarter of 2023 reaching 88.52
points against 90.26 points in the
same period of 2022, the latest
figures showed.

The decrease was mainly
attributed to a 2.43 percent decline
in quantities of transformative
industries and a 2.70 percent
in electricity quantitiesc while
a 3.80 increase was recorded in

extractive quantities; according to
the Department of Statistics (DoS)
monthly report issued Sunday.

The General Industrial
Production Quantities index for
March of this year dropped by
8.10 percent: reaching 88.69 points
against 96.50 during the same month
of last year. The monthly decrease
was due to transformative industries
going down by 8.86 percent and
electricity by 11.57 percent: while
extractive industries increased by
3.0 percent in the same month.

JSO records 104
earthquakes in Q1 of 2023

Amman

The Jordan Seismological
Observatory (JSO). has recorded
104 earthquakes within the borders
of the Kingdom and surrounding
areas during the first four months
of this year. The earthquakes also
affected parts of Palestine: the Red
Sea close to Jordan: and Syria.

According to JSO President
Ghassan Sweidan: the majority of
the recorded earthquakes were of a
low magnitude: measuring between
4.5 and 1.7 on the Richter scale.

Speaking to the Jordan News
Agency on Sunday. he noted
that the observatory’s devices are
capable of monitoring tremors and
earthquakes very far away. from the
far east of Australia to the far west of
Canada. The JSO. which operates
under the Ministry of Energy and
Mineral Resources: continuously
monitors, records; and analyzes
locali regional: and global seismic
activity round-the-clock through
23 seismic monitoring stations
spread throughout the Kingdom.

Extremist settlers break
into Al-Agqsa Mosque

Jerusalem

Dozens of Jewish extremist
settlers early Sunday stormed the
Al-Agsa Mosque/ al-Haram al-
Sharif compound in occupied
East Jerusalem. A statement by
the General Islamic Endowments
Department in Jerusalem said that

the settlers carried out today’s raids
through al-Magharebah Gate under
theheavyprotection ofIsraelipolice.
"The settlers toured the mosque’s
yards: listened to explanations about
the purported 'Temple Mount
and provocatively performed their
Talmudic rituals." it added.

Germany pledges €2.7bin
in military aid for Ukraine

Amman

The German  government
Saturday announced that it is
working on a new military aid plan
for Ukraine worth €2.7 billion for
tanks: armoured vehicles and anti-
aircraft defence systems.DW cited
the German Defence Minister: Boris

Pistorius: saying that Germany is
keen to end the war. "Germany will
provide all possible assistance. ."

Der Spiegel magazine stated that
Germany had collected a new €2.7
billion military equipment package
for Ukraine: the largest since the
start of the war.

INDUSTRIAL PRODUCERS PRICES
INDEX UP 2.59 PCT IN Q1 OF 2023

Amman

The Industrial Producers' Prices
Index edged up by 2.59 percent in
quarter one of 2023 amounting
to 137.20 points against 133.73
points in the same period of 2022
the latest figures showed.

A report issued Sunday by the
Department of Statistics (DoS)
said this upward trend results
from a 1.63 percent increase in the
transformative industries prices
index and a 23.65 percent increase
in the extractive industries prices
indexc while the prices
of electricity dropped by 9.56

percent.

The producer’s prices index for
March of 2023 inched up by 0.41
percent. reaching 137.99 points
compared to 137.43 during the
same month of 2022 the report

noted.

The main contributors to the
extractive
industries with a 27.50 percent
contributiontotheoverallincrease.
However. prices of transformative
industries and electricity went
down by 1.02 percent and 11.52

monthly rise were

percent: respectively.

index
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Amman

A delegation from the
Royal College of Defence
Studies (RCDS). the United
Kingdom's premier military
college: has arrived in the
Kingdom for a seven-day
visit.

According to a British
embassy statement on
Sunday. the RCDS was
foundedin 1927 and prepares
senior leaders from around
the world for strategic roles
in government.

The visit to Jordan is part
of a 3-week Overseas Study
Tour to the region which
also includes travel to Israel
and the Occupied Palestinian
Territories and Oman the
statement added.

The group will seek to
understand how Jordan
addresses strategic challenges
at the domestic/ regional
and global levels. Areas of

focus will include geopolitics
and
economy and
crisis management: climate
change
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LOCAL

Royal College of Defence
Studies delegation visits Jordan
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strategy:  security:

innovation

and  sustainable

GlZ>s job interviews for Jordanian
nurses to conclude Wednesday

Amman
The German Agency for
International Cooperation

(GIZ) Sunday said the Federal
Employment Agency's (BA) job
interview committee will continue
to hold interviews for Jordanian
nurses until next Wednesday from
9:00 am to 2:00 pm.

The interviews are part of GIZ's
Sustainable Recruitment of Nurses

7]

project (Triple Win). This i
the second round of employing
Jordanian Bachelor's degree holders
in nursing to work in Germany:
according to a GIZ statement.

The project aims to provide long-
term job opportunities in Germany
for foreigners after delivering
training in the German language.
New employees are then flown into
Germany at the project's expense.

EMRC conducts campaign to measure
radioactive isotopes in surface water

Amman

The Energy and Minerals
Regulatory Commission
(EMRC) has conducted a
campaign to measure the

levels of radioactive isotopes
in surface water across the
Kingdom: including dams:
seas, rivers. and ponds.

As part of this campaign, 21
samples were taken and sent to
labs for analysis: bringing the
total number of samples that
have been tested in 2023 to
194. By regularly conducting
these testsc EMRC can ensure
that any potential sources of
contamination are identified
and addressed in a timely and
effective manner.

Inastatement on Sunday: the
Chairman of EMRC Board of
Commissioners: Ziyad Saaida:
said that the campaign’s goal
is to ensure that surface water
is free of radioactive pollutants
because it is exposed to and
affected by the rainy season:
making it more susceptible

to radioactive pollutants than
groundwater.

"The  campaign is a
component of a nationwide
radiological environmental
monitoring programy
designed by the EMRC and the
International Atomic Energy
Agency: to examine numerous
environmental factors" he
added.

Saaida also emphasized the
significance of the EMRC's 24-
hour oversight role at all land.
sea. and air border crossings:
through 89 radiological
detection gates outfitted with
cutting-edge technology and
sophisticated devices( to make
sure that no radioactive sources
are illegally brought into
or crossed through Jordan.
"About 100 skilled workers
are detecting and dealing with
any radioactive sources in
accordance with best practices
and international standards for
nuclear and radiological safety
and security." he continued.
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development: and Jordan’s
support to refugees.

Air Vice-Marshal Philip
Lester: leading the delegation.
said: "RCDS has conducted

.L *
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visits to Jordan many times in
the past and we are delighted
to return. I regard Jordan as
an excellent place to learn
at the strategic level and a

fascinating country to visit
culturally and historically."
The group comprises 19
senior military officers and
directing

international students from
India; Senegal: Japan: Italy:
Kenya: Slovak Republic and
Finland.

Bridget Brind: the British
Ambassador to Jordan said:
"I welcome this visit from
the
respected Royal
of Defence Studies which
reflects the close ties between
the UK and Jordan and our
deep
strategic role that Jordan
plays in the region. I am
grateful to our Jordanian
hosts for their great support
and engagement on this
visit. "

Colonel Will Daviesi UK
Defence Attaché: said: "The

UK’s internationally

College

appreciation of the

group has a wide and varied

staff  including

program
covering strategic issues and
engaging with senior leaders:
commentators and Jordanian
society."

across Jordan

Partnership agreement signed to
develop Jordanss vocational education

Amman
Ministry of Education
and Pearson: the global

educational company:
on Sunday signed a
partnership agreement to
develop the Kingdom's
vocational education
and training sector by
implementing BTEC
International Specialist
and Professional program
in Jordan's vocational
schools.

The agreement: which
was signed by Minister of
Education and Minister
of Higher Education
and Scientific Research
Azmi  Mahafzah. and
Pearson's Director
of Corporate Affairs
(Workforce Skills) Hana
Hawkins: aims to support
realization of economic

policy of the ministry.

employers and main
Jordanian partners.
The agreement also

seeks to ensure that the
program fully meets the
needs and requirements
of Jordan's labor market
by implementing its axes
over the next five years:
according to a ministry
statement.

Under the agreement:
some 54000 students will
benefit from the program
during the next three years:
which focuses on training
educational  staff and
building their capacities
to transfer their acquired
competencies and skills to
their colleagues at a later
stage.

Based on the agreement:
a certificate  accredited

by the ministry and
Pearson will be granted to
studentsc who pass success

requirements  for  the
company's  international
certificates and launch

activities to study common
culture subjects.

These Pearson
qualifications are
accredited by universities
worldwide: including the
United  Kingdom: the
United States Australia
Canada; and the Middle
East and North Africa
region.

Speaking at the signing
ceremony: Mahafzah
said the program is
a "pioneering" global
approach in  technical
and vocational education
and training: and aims
to enable students to

develop technical skills in
the required professional
disciplines.

The minister added that
the program also seeks to
develop knowledge about
employment requirements
in the Kingdom's labor
market; promote students'
knowledge and skills and
enable teachers to master
the required teaching
methods.

Jordan will implement
the second and third
levels of the BTEC Career
Pathways Program for
1011- grades to provide
alumni students with the

opportunity to develop
their qualifications
once beneficiaries enter
technical colleges:
universities and labor
market.

JPC, Palestinian WASSEL company
signh cooperation agreement

iU a_spddl
JO POST

Amman

Jordan Post Company
(JPC) and the Palestinian
Distribution and Logistics
Services (WASSEL ) on
Sunday signed a joint
cooperation agreement: in
implementation of Jordan-

Palestinian cooperation
protocol.
In a statement; JPC

said the agreement would
enhance the current
Jordanian-Palestinian

cooperation. noting that
JPC supports Palestinian
private logistics companies
operating in this field.
Under the agreement:
WASSEL will hand over

mail parcels issued in
Palestinian National
Authority (PNA)

territories at King Hussein
Bridge to Jordan Post
Company: which  will
then be delivered to its
international exchange

center in Amman's
Mgableen neighborhood.

Then: parcels  will
be delivered to other
countries or distributed
to addresses within the
Kingdom's borders:
especially JPC's
Magbeleen office
is accredited as an
intermediary entity to
globally exchange mail
issued from the PNA's
territories; the statement

since

added. This agreement
would also expedite postal
exchange operations with
all world countries aimed
to help the Palestinian
people to send postal items
"as quickly as possible."

The agreement also
provides an opportunity to
deliver medical samples to
Amman-based Al-Hussein
Cancer  Hospital and
other laboratories in the
Kingdom.
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