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Preliminary results of mining project
point to existence of sulfide minerals

Amman

Preliminary  results
of a mining project for
basic elements in the
"Samra al-Tayba" area in
Wadi Araba south of the
Kingdom showed "good
concentrations” of zinc
copper:. lead: and gold:
said Minister of Energy
and Mineral Resources:
Saleh Kharabsheh.

He stressed that this is
a strong indication of the
existence of other sulfide
minerals (the source of
gold: silver. platinum and
copper). which have a
high added value: noting
that work is underway to
mine the remaining areas
and determine the depth
and concentrations of the
target elements for the
study.

The minister made the
remarks on Saturday while
conducting an on-site
visit to the "mining for key
elements” projectin Samra
al-Tayba area; which has
been implemented by the
ministry's staff since last
January and the "mining
for copper" project in
Wadi Abu  Khashiba
south of Jordan: which
is being implemented by
the Turkey's Solvest Trade
and Industry Limited
Company.

Kharabsheh indicated
that the ministry has
signed:  since = 2022
nine memoranda  of

understanding to mine
for copper: gold: lithiumy
phosphate and rare earth
elements. predicting an
expansion in the number
of exploration areas by the
end of the current year to
15 areas in total.

On Solvest's mining
projectsc the  minister
said that the company
will submit; two weeks
from now:. a feasibility
study in light of which
the ministry will move
forward to the executive
agreement stage; pointing
out that the results of the
remaining companies are
positive.

Elaborating on the
project in the Samra al-
Tayba: Hisham Zyoud:

Director of Studies at the
Ministry of Energy: said
that the geochemical and
exploration studies for the
project target 25 square
kilometers: adding that 10
trenches and exploratory
sections were dug up: with
two more trenches and
three exploratory wells
set to be dug up: pointing
out that the samples were
analyzed in the ministry's
labs except for samples of
gold ore« which were sent
to the Canadian SGS labs
in South Africa.

More than 250 samples
have been collected since
the launch of the project:
including 81  samples
from  excavated rock
sections and trenches and

109 samples collected and
tested by the Geochemical
Surveys Department from
watersheds: he indicated.

For his part. Andrei

Borisov: head of Solvest
said that the company
submitted a preliminary
economic feasibility study
on copper ores in the
Wadi Abu Khashiba area:
with capital and operating
costs amounting to $480
million.

The results showed a

reserve of 117,000 tons of
copper: he stated: adding
that during the executive
phase: the company will
increase
operations. He predicted
that copper reserves will
exceed one million tons.

exploration

Fitch affirms Jordan at <BB-); stable outlook

Amman
Fitch Ratings affirmed

on Saturday Jordan's Long-

Kingdom last April: during
which its delegation met
with Minister of Finance:

macroeconomic  stability
and progress in fiscal and
economic reforms.

the 3.7% forecast made by
Fitch in its latest report).
Jordan also beat

Fitch's official visit to the

CONFERENCE

Term  Foreign-Currency Mohammad  Issisc and Maintaining

Issuer Default Rating Governor of the Central

(IDR) at 'BB-' with a stable Bank of Jordan (CBJ). Adel Kingdom's

outlook. Sharkas. managing
This ranking came after Fitch pointed to Jordan's government

SucCcCess

in maintaining

rating is driven by the
efficiency in
the general

2022 at 2.7% (down from

Jordan's expectations  in

deficit in
decade".

growth: achieving 2.5% in
2022, at the aftermath of
"a series of regional and
global shocks over the past
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Municipalities, private sector partnership
conference continues second day

Agaba

The second day of the Investment
and  Partnership Conference
between Municipalities and the
Private Sector. which is organized
by the United States Agency for
International Development's
(USAID) Municipal Support
Program and the International
Republican  Institute (IRI)¢ in
partnership with the Ministry of
Local Administration and the Cities
and Villages Development Bank:
has kicked off earlier on Saturday.

The sessions brought together
Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Local Administration
Tawfiq Krishan: representatives of
USAID Jordan: officials of USAID's
Municipal Support Program and
the IRL in addition to heads and
representatives of 39 municipalities:
officials and specialists from official
bodies and private companies that
partner with municipalities.

"The time has come for
municipalities to join hands with

the private sector to establish joint
projects;” Krishan said during
a session. pointing out that this
step would boost municipalities
and offer them an advantage by
unifying their assets and efforts in
establishing investment projects.

Secretary  General of the
Ministry of Local Administration
for Technical Affairs Hussein
Muhaidat said the private sector:
in partnership with municipalities:
can establish investment and
development projects in various
areas of the Kingdom: adding that
these projects will generate job
opportunities for youth: women and
people with disabilities: improve
services and cut financial costs.

The USAID's $40-million five-
year Municipal Support Program
aims at supporting and empowering
municipalities and the Ministry
of Local Administration in Jordan
in various technical and financial
fields. while the IRI works with 35
municipalities toward a similar end.

Labor ministry received 13,996
grievances during 2022-Report

Amman

Ministry of Labor received a total
of 13,996 labor complaints during
2022 on Hemaya (Protection)
platform to file labor grievances:
of which 13.580 were settled with
employers and workers' rights were
restored. According to a report
obtained by "Petra;" 69 complaints
were not transferred to concerned
authorities and 347 others are under
procedure: as well as 87 child labor
complaints; of which the ministry
resolved 85 with employers and
the 2 remaining cases are currently
being addressed. The highest
number of complaints pertained to
wage non-payment. which stood
at 5,508 while grievances related
to termination of service for an

ba A1) ﬂ =S N
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indefinite-term work contract; or
absence of an employment contract
amounted to 1.544¢ the report
indicated.

In additioni work suspension
complaints hit 1.108. while 480
others pertained to failure to issue
an experience certificate and 375
related to failure to pay minimum
wage: the report showed.

The report also indicated that a
total of 22,896 visits were carried out
by the authorities' inspection teams
during 2022 as 4.714 violations
were recorded and 1,703 facilities
were alerted. Child labor cases
detected during the visits amounted
to 520: as 142 facilities were warned
and 160 establishments were issued
violationtickets, thereportrevealed.

E OF FRENCH-SPEAKING BUSINESS

OWNERS TO KICK OFF NEXT MONDAY

Amman

Under Royal patronage:
activities of the 4th Conference
for French-Speaking Business
Owners is scheduled to begin
next Monday in the Dead
Sea region. under the theme:
"Jordan: The Land of Promising
Opportunities for International
Investors."

Organized by Jordan
Businessmen Association
(JBA)c in cooperation with

a group of French-speaking
businesspeople: the conference
will see participation of 200
investors and economic experts
in various fields as well as several
local: Arab and international
companies and institutions.

JBA President and head of
the conference's preparatory
committeec Hamdi Tabba'a
said the event is held for the first
time in a non-French-speaking
country. with participation of
16 countries: including Jordan:
and features 12 sessions during
which 60 personalities speak.

In a statement on Saturday:
he said the two-day event

constitutes an "important"
opportunity to enhance trade
and investment cooperation
between French-speaking
companies and institutions and
Middle East and North Africa
countries.

The conference; he noted:
provides participants with an
opportunity to expand their
business relations and contact
business owners.

Tabba'a added that the
conference will contribute to
facilitate access to French-

speaking markets; and providing
"new" horizons for building
trade and investment ties
and partnerships and further
networking participants:
through joint meetings and
exchange of expertise in various
fields.

The event also constitutes
an opportunity for investors
to assess Jordan's investment

opportunities and learn
about potential investment
in various economic sectors

and a platform for exchanging
expertise in diverse fields:

primarily technology: artificial
intelligence. renewable energy
and other industries to support
stimulating  innovation and
developing industries: he said.
According to Tabba'a: the
conference aims to empower
women and develop startups
projectsc in  addition to
strengthening role of the French
language as an ‘"important"
means in doing business: and
mechanisms to enhance trade
and investment relations with
Francophone- African countries.
He stressed the JBA's keenness
to promote the Kingdom's
investment and business
environment; by harnessing its
deep-rooted relations with the
Arab and foreign private sector:
and joint partnership councils
that link it with multiple local
and international institutions.
In addition to Jordan: France:
Belgium¢  Tunisia,  Algeria
Canada: Romania; Ivory Coast
Egypt: UAE: Croatia: Nigeria
Cameroon: Benin/ Palestine
and Senegal are scheduled to
participate in the conference.
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King returns home after private visit

Amman
His Majesty King Abdullah

II returned to Jordan on Majesty Queen Rania Al

Jordan»s trade exchanges with
ASEAN up by 42% last year-ACC

Amman

Trade exchanges between Jordan
and Association of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN) grew by 42%
during 2022, compared to 2021.

According to statistical data
released by Amman Chamber of
Commerce (ACC): the Kingdom's
trade exchanges with ASEAN
increased during the past year to
JD1.279 billion: compared to JD900

million during 2021.
Today.  ASEAN includes
Indonesia; Malaysias the

Philippines. Singapore. Thailand:
Laos: Cambodia« Bruneic Myanmar
and Vietnam: with a population of
668 million and an area of 4(522,518
square kilometres.

The ASEAN( which is based in the
capital Jakarta, was formed in 1967
and viewed a political-economic
organization and is the seventh
largest economy in the world.

The Kingdom's imports from
the ASEAN countries amounted
to about JD877 million last year:
compared to JD400 million for
national exports and JD2.5 million
for re-exportsc ACC statistical
figures showed.

Jordan's imports from ASEAN
countries are concentrated in
pearls. gemstones. textile materials:

electrical and electronic sets:
transport equipment. food industry
and chemical products: while

exports are represented by chemical
and metal products and textile
materials.

ACC Head: Khalil Haj Tawfiq;
said Jordan has an opportunity to
strengthen its economic relations
with ASEAN countries. especially
expanding base of exported
commodities and attracting value-
added investments to the national
economy.

In an interview with "Petra/”
he noted ACC is in the process of
preparing to organize a Jordanian-
Asian economic forum ahead of
2023 end: which would feature
joint fair and meetings for business
owners: industrialists and traders
from ASEAN countries with their
Jordanian counterparts.

Haj Tawfiq added that ACC
will address General Union of
Chambers of Commerce: Industry
and Agriculture for Arab Countries
(GUCCIAAC) to invite members
of Arab trade and industry
chambers: especially  Palestine:
Syria; Lebanon: Iraq: Egypt: Yemen
and the Gulf Cooperation Council
(GCC) countries( to participate in
the forum's activities.

Global Smart Energy Federation accredits
Jordan as training center- AREC

Amman

The Global Smart Energy
Federation (GSEF) approved
Jordan as a training center
on smart grids research and
development: and appointed
Secretary-General of the Arab
Renewable Energy Commission
(AREC)c Mohammad Nawaf
Ta'anic as GSEF's honorary
ambassador for the Middle
Eastc North Africa and Arab

countries.  According to
an AREC statement issued
Saturday. Ta'anic who was
granted all  powers was

picked to represent GSEF's
in all international: regional
and Arab forums: alongside
four world personalities as
ambassadors of honor. Jordan

and

represents a strategic
distinguished link in terms
of geographical location and
a middle center for electrical
inter-connectivity for all Arab
countries with Europe and the
remaining world: especially
smart grids¢ green hydrogen
and sustainability to achieve the
new global map for electricity
based on artificial intelligence:
smart grids and cities. as well as
electric-powered vehicles.

The GSEF. which is a
global non-profit organization
registered in  Washington:
represents multiple national
smart grids and think world
think-tanks working in
energy transition and clean
transportation areas.

IT and Mr Jameel Alexander
Thermiotis also attended the

Saturday after a private visit. ~ Abdullah  attended  the bint Abdullah II from the archaeology.
King Abdullah and Her graduation of Her Royal University of  Southern Her Royal Highness
Highness Princess Salma California with a BA in Princess Iman bint Abdullah graduation.

Jordan News Agency receives rave
reviews from service recipients

Amman

A recent study on the
general satisfaction rate of
the Jordan News Agency's
(Petra) media  services
for 2022 showed that 76.6
percent of recipients are
satisfied with the services
provided: while 90 percent
of them were satisfied with
the agency's credibility:
balance and impartiality
policies: scoring record
numbers compared to
previous studies.

These high percentages
are a clear and direct
indication = of  Petra's
ongoing development and
keeping pace with the latest
tools and modern media
applications as part of its
commitment to perform
its national mission
with professionalism.
according to responders:
who included journalists
and editors-in-chief from
various local newspapers
and news channels.

The study was
the culmination of a
questionnaire given to
responders following an

annual meeting hosted last
week by the agency for
the recipients of its media

services. It covered five
categories: Petra's media
product. website; Petra's
services: infrastructure

and the development of

institutional performance.

On the category of the
media product that Petra
puts out. 78 percent of
responders said they were
satisfied with this area and
85 percent said they were
satisfied: in particular, with
the  "comprehensiveness
of news coverage
geographically in  the
Kingdom" item¢ which falls
under this category.

Under the same
category. regarding the
"quality of news (the clarity
of the title introduction.
and sources)" item: as
well as the "contacting
and communicating
with  stakeholders  for
coordination and speed of
response” item: 75 percent
of service recipients said
they were satisfied with
each item respectively:
while 70 percent of service
recipients said they were
satisfied with the quality of
images published on Petra's
website and their relevance
to the news and 65
percent of them expressed
satisfaction with the "speed
of publishing news" item.

On the agency's website
category. 67 percent of
service recipients expressed
satisfaction ~ with  the
website as a whole: while
65 percent said they were
satisfied with the design.

72.6 percent said they were
satisfied with the download
feature; and 62.6 percent
said they were satisfied with
the TV reports (videos)
and infographics published
on the website.

As for the '"Petra's
services"  category. the
mediatrainingitemsawa 75
percent approval rate from
service recipients, while the
satisfaction rate for Petra's
mobile application stood at
72.6 percent: 70 percent for
press materials published
through  the  agency’s
accounts on social media
platforms: 67.6 percent for
SMS servicesand 65 percent
for advertising space on the
agency's website.

The satisfaction rate for
the infrastructure category
reached 87.6  percent
while the satisfaction rate
for the development of
institutional performance
category  reached 78.8
percent. including  an
item on satisfaction with
the agency's performance
overall which stood at 85
percent. Petra's annual
meeting with the recipients
of its media services came

within the framework
of its commitment to
continuously reach out

to its partners to enhance
its vision: implement its
strategic plan and keep pace

with the rapid changes in
media.

Director General
of the agency Fairouz
Mubideen underscored

the agency's commitment
to leveraging modern
technology in its course
of work and developing its
digital content in line with
the advanced level of the
agency's news items.
Representatives of press
and media institutions and
Petra's partners praised
the efforts of its employees
to put out an accurate

and professional media
content in accordance
with  best professional

practices: in addition to
the volume: diversity and
comprehensiveness of
Petra's press coverage.

On Petra's English news
section: service recipients
noted a remarkable
improvement in English
news: highlighting  the
English News Department's
quality reports and news
items.  They stressed
the importance of the
agency's role in following
up on nationali Arab
and international
issues¢ expressing their
appreciation for  the
agency's policy and strategy
to ensure the accuracy
credibility and impartiality
of the news.

Iraqi museum damaged by
Daesh works towards reopening

MOSUL: Iraq

Iraqi  officials on
Thursday said Mosul’s
once-celebrated museum
had entered the final stages
of restorations ahead of a
planned 2026 reopening
after being closed to the
public for 20 years.

The museum closed its
doors in 2003 amid the
chaos following the US-led
invasion of Iraq: and was
later ransacked by Daesh
group terrorists after they
seized the city in 2014.

“We are celebrating
today. in the city of two
springsc the launch of

the  Mosul Museum’s
rehabilitation project.” the
director of Iraq’s antiquities
authority. Laith Majid: said
at a press conference.

“This museum:  an
icon of museums in Iraq:
was targeted by a blind
barbarian assault” Majid

said¢ referring to the
destruction by Daesh.
The  militants  used

sledgehammers and power
tools to deface ancient
statues and pre-Islamic
treasures housed in the
museum. releasing an
infamous video showing
the destruction in 2015.

A gaping hole remains in
the floor of the museum’s
famed Assyrian gallery:
caused by a bomb explosion.
“Part of this cavity will be
preserved. as a witness
throughout history to what
has been  perpetrated.”
said Khair Al Din Ahmed
Nasser: head of antiquities in
Nineveh province: of which
Mosul is the capital. A new
display was inaugurated.
showcasing the museum’s
history.  collection  and
current restoration plans: as
part of efforts supported by
France’s Louvre Museum
the Smithsonian Institute

and the World Monument
Fund. It comes within the
“second and final phase” of
the “total reconstruction and
rehabilitation of the museum
building” and should be
completed within two or
three years. said Nasser.
Among the pieces defaced by
Daesh and under restoration
at the museum are treasures
from the ancient Assyrian
site of Nimrud: including a
winged lion: two imposing
“lamassu” — winged bulls
with human heads — and
the throne base of the
ninth century BC King
Ashurnasirpal II.
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