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Amman

Tomorrow marks the
birthday of HRH Princess
Basma bint Talal: a long-
standing advocate of
women and children’s
rightsc and a pioneer
of sustainable human
development in the Arab
region.

Princess
established
chairs  the
Hashemite Fund for
Human Development
(JOHUD): a non-profit

Basma
and
Jordanian

NGO  established in
1977. Today. JOHUD
represents a  unique

participatory model that
relies on a nationwide
network of 51 locally-
managed community
centers. supported by a

number of specialized
institutions.

Princess Basma’s
vision of community
governance and
participation remains
a cornerstone of
JOHUD’s work and

future thinking: reflected
in the organization’s
increasingly decentralized
approach and high degree
of local involvement. As
stated by Princess Basma
at the Global Land Forum

sectorc and civil society
cannot have a lasting;
meaningful impact
unless they are truly
responsive and reflective
of the needs and opinions
of the stakeholders and

donors. the

last year. "the notion shareholders that they
of participation; of the professto uphold.”

absolute importance of In May 2022 Princess
listening to individuals Basma was bestowed
and  communities; is the Order of the State
crystal clear. Societiesc Centennial by His Majesty
governments and service King Abdullah for services
providers; international and contributions to the

private advancementand progress

of the nation.

As a member of
the  Advisory  Board
of the UN Decade on
Ecosystem  Restoration:

a global movement
working to  prevent:
halt and reverse the

degradation of ecosystems

worldwide: Princess
Basma has also been
advocating  increasingly
for environmental
sustainability. and  for
JOHUD’s widespread
networks to become

5ol

a platform for
environmental activism.

National initiatives
launched and directed by
Princess Basma include
the Goodwill Campaign
(est.1991)¢ which every
year reaches thousands
of families living in need:
and the Queen Alia
Competition for Social
Responsibility: which
for decades has raised
social awareness amongst
generations of Jordan’s
school children.

Princess Basma has
chaired the Jordanian
National Commission for
Women (JNCW): since
its establishment in 1992.
The JNCW is the highest
official entity responsible
for addressing women
and gender-related
issues¢ with a focus on
legislative and  policy
reform.

The Princess is an
Honorary Human
Development
Ambassador for
UNDP and Goodwill
Ambassador for UN
Women and the UNFPA.
She holds a Doctorate
degree in development
from Oxford University.

Princess Basma is
married to Walid Kurdi
and has four children;
Farah (JOHUD’ s Executive
Director): Ghazi; Saad and
Zein Al Sharafi and eight
grandchildren: Fatima
Al Zahra Zein Al Sharaf;
Abdulazizc Aysha: Iman
Basma: Haya and Alia.

2023yt (11) (pukeinlf ‘ 6
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King departs on private visit to

ThurSday marks Princess attend Princess Salma’s graduation
Basmass birthday

Amman

His Majesty King Abdullah on
Wednesday departed on a short
private visit to attend the graduation
of Her Royal Highness Princess
Salma bint Abdullah II.

Her Royal Highness is scheduled

to graduate from the University of
Southern California in the United
States. with a BA in archaeology.

His Royal Highness Crown
Prince Al Hussein was sworn in as
Regent: in the presence of Cabinet
members.

FM BRIEFS JAPAN COUNTERPART ON
ARAB EFFORTS TO SOLVE SYRIAN CRISIS

Amman

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign
Affairs and Expatriates Ayman Safadi has briefed his
Japanese counterpart Yoshimasa Hayashi on Arab
endeavors to reach a political solution to the Syrian
crisis and put an end to its humanitarian. security. and
political repercussions.

During a phone call on Wednesday: Safadi stressed
the importance of the new Arab tracki which took
shape after the Jeddah and Amman meetings on the
crisisc and the extraordinary meeting of the Arab League
in resolving the crisis according to a "step-by-step
methodology” and in line with UN Security Council
Resolution 2254.

Statements issued by the countries participating in
the Amman meeting he continued: have laid the path
for gradual progress toward a comprehensive solution
to the crisis¢ which requires great. collective efforts and
practical steps to reach: while focusing on humanitarian
aspects to alleviate the burden on the Syrian people.

Hayashi affirmed that his country backs efforts to
resolve the Syrian crisis per relevant UN resolutions:
pointing to the humanitarian assistance provided
by Japan within early recovery mechanisms made
available by Security Council resolutions.

Inaddition: the two ministers went over the outcomes
of His Majesty King Abdullah II's visit to Japan last
Aprili underscoring the impact of calls His Majesty
made with Japanese officials on the advancement of
Jordanian-Japanese relations.

They reiterated their commitment to implementing
the results of the third round of the Jordanian-Japanese
strategic dialogue meetings held in Tokyo last March.

"Jordan appreciates the strong ties with Japan and
its assistance to the Kingdom in overcoming the
ramifications of regional crises." Safadi stated.

On the other hand( the Japanese minister said his
country is keen on its partnership with Jordan and its
role in the region's security and stability.

The ministers agreed to continue their consultations
in an upcoming visit by Hayashi to Jordan: which its
date is yet to be agreed on.
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Jordan made thorough reforms
to lure in investments, says minister

Amman

Minister of Investment
Kholoud Saqqaf said Jordan
had accomplished many
legislative and institutional
reforms to regulate and
attract investments.

During a ministry session
titled "Exploring investment
horizons in Jordan" held
at the Annual Investment
Meeting (AIM 2023) in
Abu Dhabi: Saqqaf said the
Investment Environment
Law was endorsed based
on the best global practices:
pointing to public-private
sector projects aimed at
luring in investments and
blending in with regional
and international markets.

She added that Jordan
had sought an action plan
centered on comprehensive
and ambitious planning
resulting in the launch of the
Economic = Modernization
Vision as part of other
administrative and political
reforms with the slogan "A
Better Future." said a ministry
statement on Wednesday.

Extremist settlers break

The  ministry.  Saqqaf
continued: is prepping many
initiatives to make Jordan a
competitive and attractive

investment destination. been identified: including
In a public-private sector investment opportunities in
partnership context a group the water transportation‘
of bankable projects has digital economy:  an

into Al-Agsa Mosque

Jerusalem

Dozens of Jewish extremist
settlers early Wednesday stormed
the Al-Aqsa Mosque/ al-Haram al-
Sharif compound in occupied East
Jerusalem.

A statement by the General
Islamic Endowments Department
in Jerusalem said that the settlers
carried out today’s raids through
al-Magharebah Gate wunder the
heavy protection of Israeli police:
who restricted Muslim worshippers'

access to the mosque.

"Groups of the settlers toured
the mosque’s yards and performed
Talmudic rituals in the eastern part
of the compound.” it added.

Every day. except for Friday
and Saturday. Al-Agsa Mosque
witnesses a series of settler
incursions: protected by the
occupation police( in an attempt
to impose full control over the
mosque and divide it temporally
and spatially.

US Assistant Secretary of Defense stresses
importance of cooperation with Jordan

Amman

US Assistant Secretary of
Defense Celeste Wallander for
International Security Affairs:
said Jordan is a key and
strategic partner in the region.

"We see Jordan as a key
and strategic partner in the
region: and the US defense
relations with it are based on
cooperation that dates back
for many years. and that the
annual joint drills are the
best example of that and they
are one of the reasons for my
visit to Jordan(" Wallander
said in an interview with the

JRTV.
Partnership with Jordan:
Wallander explained: aims

to increase the institutional
capacity of the Jordan Armed
Forces (JAF) and empower its
military capabilities.
Wallander said "enhancing
military capabilities in joint

exercisess maneuvers and
operations  contributes to
strengthening  our  joint

security and Jordan's pivotal
role in regional security”.
When asked about the
Kingdom's role in a crisis-hit
region: she said that the United
States is proud to work with
Jordan: its strategic partner.
SHe added that her
country is fully aware of the
urgent security and regional
challenges Jordan is facing
such as securing borders
and combating all forms of
smuggling: in addition to

the regional challenge posed
by the ISIS terrorist gang
and¢ recently: the disturbing
activities by Iran which would
undermine regional security.

"Therefore: our partnership
with the Jordan Armed Forces
must be enabled and enhanced
across many fields. to be able
to overcome the challenges
facing the Kingdom: which
ultimately constitute a security
challenge for the American
people.” Wallander added.

On the partnership with
Jordan in the international
efforts to combat terrorism
Wallander expressed
appreciation  to  Jordan.
"Jordan has always been and
remains a strong partner.
Jordanian cooperation is not
only with our armed forces:
but also with many countries:
regionally and internationally.
Jordan is a partner you can rely
on¢ as it thinks in a way that
enables it to move forward."

She pointed out that
Jordan: through its role. has
shown everyone that it is a
strategic partner with many
international partners "and we
are proud of this partnership".

Wallander said that the
Jordanian-US relationship is
based on mutual respect and
trust between leaders and
individuals on both sides and
that joint and periodic military
drills are based on specialized
military educational
programs.

platform
soon be launched to promote

(Invest.Jo)

education sectors: she added.
An integrated investment

will

investment: introduce
Jordan's investment
environment; highlight
promising investment
opportunities: and facilitate
communication with
investors locally and globally:
Saqqaf stated.

The minister called on

investors and international
institutions to direct their
investments to the Kingdom
and capitalize on the strategic
Jordanian market and the
free trade agreements that
give Jordanian products
access to a large consumer
market of 1.5 billion people.

Held in collaboration with
the Ministry of Industry and
Advanced Technology and
the Abu Dhabi Department of
Economic Development: this
year’s edition of AIM Global
is themed "The Investment
Paradigm  Shift:  Future
Investment Opportunities to
Foster Sustainable Economic
Growth:  Diversity.  and
Prosperity." bringing together
over 600 speakers from 170
countries.

JCC calls for establishing

Arab investment platform

Amman

President of the Jordan
Chamber of Commerce
(JCC) Khalil Haj Tawfiq
called for building a unified
Arab investment platform
entailing investment
opportunities in  each
country separately. with
the aim of maximizing
investment in the Arab
region.

During his participation
in an Annual Investment
Meeting (AIM  Global
2023) session in Abu Dhabi
he indicated that the Arab
world is a consumer market
that imports a trillion

dollars annually. while the
volume of Arab trade is
approximately 14 percent:
thus confirming the need to
remove customs obstacles
to impede the flow of goods
between Arab nations.

He also stressed the need
to expand Arab investment
projects with added value to
generate job opportunities
for youth. noting that
Jordan has taken advanced
steps to establish a modern.
developed: and stimulating
business environment for
investors. based on its
security and stability.

Jordan.: he said: abounds

of many  investment
opportunities with high
added value: distributed in
the sectors of information
and communications
technology (ICT): logistics
services: tourismi industry:
agriculture. health: energy:
renewable energy. medical
tourism¢ mining: and food
industries.

Tawfiq called on
businessmen:  investors:
and chambers of commerce
to attend the businessmen
and investment conference
in Jordan during the last
quarter of this year. which
will be organized by the

JCC in cooperation with
the Arab League and the
Union of Arab Chambers.

Held in collaboration
with the Ministry of
Industry and Advanced
Technology and the Abu
Dhabi  Department of
Economic Development:
this year’s edition of AIM

Global is themed "The
Investment Paradigm
Shift: Future Investment
Opportunities to Foster
Sustainable Economic
Growth. Diversity. and
Prosperity." bringing

together over 600 speakers
from 170 countries.

JREEEF wins Mediterranean
Climate Change Adaptation Award

Amman rationalization” held in

The Jordan Renewable Marrakesh« Morocco.
Energy and Energy With over 50 institutions
Efficiency Fund (JREEEF), from — Mediterranean
established by the Ministry =~ countries competing

of Energy and Mineral
Resourcesc has received
the Mediterranean Climate
Change Adaptation Award
as the best institution
working to mitigate climate
change in the Arab and
Euro- Mediterranean
regions.

The award was presented
on the sidelines of a special
conference on “energy

for the award: JREEEF's
recognition came  for
its programs and efforts
in reducing the effects
of climate change on

the environment and
implementing  programs
that effectively reduced

carbon emissions and had

a positive economic and

social impact on citizens.
In remarks during the

ceremony: JREEEF director
Rasmi Hamza said that
the award is a testament
to JREEEF's commitment
to  sustainable  energy
solutions and practices
and that the institution will
keep working to make a
difference in slowing down
climate change.

"We are proudly
honored today because of
programs that have had
a direct economic and
social impact over a period
of seven years. in which
the Integrated Energy

Fund team succeeded in
implementing a package of
projects totaling more than
JD100 million: covering 11
sectors and distributed over
16 projects:" he added.
Numerous international

organizations from the
Mediterranean region:
including those focused

on sustainability. climate
change. and energy
transitionc as well as
representatives from the
majority of Arab and
European nations. attended
the ceremony.

JOPAC partakes in WPO
meeting at Interpack 2023

Amman

The National Center
for Packaging (JOPAC)
has participated in an
International Organization
for  Packaging (WPO)
meeting at Interpack 2023
an international packaging

andtradefairto 10. AJOPAC
statementissued Wednesday
said it participated to
look firsthand at and
benefit from cutting-edge
packaging  technologies.
On the meeting's sidelines:
JOPAC Chairman Issa

Abdelhadi met with
several representatives
from Arab. Asian, and
European  countries to

boost cooperation with held
in Dusseldorfi Germany:
from May 4 JOPAC's
counterparts. JOPAC

was established in 2016
as a technical arm for the
chambers of industry in the
Kingdom and to provide
innovative and  diverse
services in packaging design
and packaging industrial
products.
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