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WHO’s GOARN meets in
Jordan to discuss its strategy

Amman

The Global Outbreak
Alert and  Response
Network (GOARN): an
international network
for outbreak alert and
response that was

established in 2000 met
on Monday to discuss
the implementation
of GOARN’s recently
launched strategy 2022-
2026.

The 5-day workshop:
which brings together
representatives of the
network’s members from
different regions. is co-
hosted in Jordan by the
Eastern  Mediterranean
Public Health Network
(EMPHNET) and
the World Health
Organization (WHO).

The opening ceremony
was attended by Feras
Hawaric the  minister
of healthe Mike Ryan:
executive director of the
WHO Health Emergencies
Program (virtual). Jamela
Al-Raiby: the  WHO
representative to Jordan:
and Gail Carson: the chair
of the GAORN Steering
Committee.

A statement by
EMPHNET on Tuesday
said that the event comes
after three months since
the launch of the strategy

EMPHNET
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GOARN Strategy

which was developed by
GOARN’s global partners

to make certain that
the GOARN remains
strategically focused

during the next four years
to ensure preparedness
for and  appropriate
responses to public health
emergencies.

The strategy themes aim
to apply a community-
centered approach:
renew commitment to
the global public health
emergency  workforce:
create solutions for better
responses¢ and promote
collaborative response.

The workshopisthe first
of many next steps that the
strategy development will
aid in its implementation.
Through it GOARN
and its partners will
advocate for and increase
opportunities for partners
to engage in delivering key
activities for the priorities
of this strategy. including
collaboration and co-
ownership of projects at

national: regional: and
global levels.
The  implementation

plan and documentation
of the resources required
will support and guide

GOARN

e e

partners;  stakeholders:
GOARN: its Operational
Support Team: and its
Steering Committee in
operations: development:
and oversight.
Following
workshop: GOARN’s
Steering Committee:
which had a core role
in developing and
monitoring the Strategy
for GOARN will hold its
33rd meeting to focus on
how to transition from the
discussions at the strategy
workshop to decision-
making and execution by
GOARN partners.

the

Jordan condemns Israell
escalation in Palestinian territories

Amman
Jordan on  Tuesday
condemned the Israeli

escalation in the occupied
Palestinian territories: the
latest of which was the
aggression on the Gaza Strip
earlytoday: and the storming
of the West Bank city of

Nablus. In a statement
Spokesman for the Ministry

of Foreign Affairs and
Expatriates Sinan Majali
urged the international

community to take swift
and decisive action to put
an end to such practices
and to provide protection

for the Palestinian people
in the coastal enclave and
in the occupied Palestinian
territories. Majali  also
warned that continued
breaches and attacks on the
Islamic and Christian holy
places in Jerusalem: as well
as Israeli raids into occupied

UN OFFICIAL

Palestinian territory: could
lead to further escalation.
The official also noted that
Jordan continues its contacts

and moves to immediately

stop this dangerous
escalationi restore calm
and prevent the eruption of
violence.

Jerusalem

Scores of Jewish extremist
settlers early Tuesday stormed the
Al-Agsa Mosque/ al-Haram al-
Sharif compound in occupied East
Jerusalem.

A statement by the General
Islamic Endowments Department
in Jerusalem said that the settlers
carried out today’s raids through al-
Magharebah Gate in groups under
the heavy protection of Israeli
policec who restricted Muslim

2023 441 (10) slaay¥f
(3089) aualf

Hardline settlers storm Al-Agsa
under heavy police escort

worshippers' access to the mosque.

"The settlers toured the mosque’s
yards and performed Talmudic
ritualsc while Muslim worshipers
peacefully confronted." it added.

Every day. except for Friday
and Saturday. Al-Agsa Mosque
witnesses a series of settler
incursions. protected by the
occupation police; in an attempt
to impose full control over the
mosque and divide it temporally
and spatially.

JCDC, US delegation discuss evaluation of
communicable diseases systems project

Amman

TheJordanian National Center for
Epidemiology and Communicable
Diseases Control (JCDC) discussed
with delegations from the University
of California; the international
centre for informatics in East Africa
and the U.S. Civilian Research
and Development Foundation
(CRDEF). the results of the "Survey
and Evaluation of Communicable
Diseases Monitoring Systems in the
Kingdom" project.

In a statement issued on
Tuesday: the head of the JCDC

Raeda Qutb said that the project:
which is implemented by the center
with the participation of about 40
institutions: aims to build a unified:
integrated: and efficient national
platform for monitoring epidemics
of communicable diseases: in
coordination and integration of
national efforts. Qutb also pointed
out the importance of the required
coordination in various fields
and cooperation with partners to
maximize the benefit and to ensure
the continuity of the efforts made in
this field.

4.4 magnitude earthquake hits Syria»s Hama

Amman

The Ministry of Energy and
Mineral Resources' Jordanian
Seismological Observatory
early Tuesday recorded an
earthquake. measuring 4.4 on
the Richter scale/ inside the
Syrian territory.

President of the observatory

Ghassan Sweidan said that the
quake. recorded at 6:53 a.m.
Jordan time: occurred 85 kilometers
northeast of Hama and 390 km away
from Amman at a depth of 10 km.

"Residents  of  the  areas
surrounding the epicenter felt the
quake for about 10 seconds." he
added.

HAILS JORDANS

Amman
The

Secretary- General

Sexual Violence in Conflict
Pramila Patten( has praised
Jordan's efforts in hosting
refugees despite its limited

resources.

During a meeting on
Monday with the Minister
Development:
Mustafa,
Patten highlighted Jordan's
country

of Social
Wafaa Bani

example as a

that has welcomed

supported refugees despite
facing significant challenges
and despite the immense
pressure on its resources and

infrastructure.

The meeting took place
on the sidelines of a regional
meeting focused on the
implementation of the Arab
Strategy for the Prevention

Special
Representative of the UN

on

and

ofand Response to All Forms

of Violence

Monday in Amman.

Bani Mustafa said that

in  Asylum
Context: which kicked off

Jordan has taken proactive
measures to support refugees
by issuing work permits for
them: noting that roughly

& gl S
o

half of these permits are In

addition to the
ministry's social protection
centers and houses:
which accept beneficiaries

flexible, allowing refugees
to work in a variety of
occupations.

regardless of nationality:
she continued: Jordan is
fully aware of the value
of education for refugee

children: as evidenced by the
fact that they are enrolled in
schools.

The minister emphasized

that His Majesty King
Abdullah  II  launched
political economic:
and administrative
modernization visions
that led to constitutional
amendments: including

the addition of an article
protecting women from
various forms of violence
and discrimination: and
the launch of a women's
strategy.

She said that thanks to
the efforts of the Jordanian
National Commission
for Women: Jordan has
completed the first phase of
anational plan to implement
UNSCR 1325 which aims
to integrate a gender-based
approach towards women's
participation in prevention
and protection processes
during conflicts: and that it
will soon launch the second
phase.
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Company invests $15min in Al-Hassan
Industrial City to produce veterinary vaccines

Ramtha and veterinary vaccines
The Jordan Industrial creating “about 100  job
Estates Company (JIEC) Opportunities.

announced Tuesday that
a company operating in
Al-Hassan Industrial City

is making a $15 million efficiency of the investment a platform created for Manager of the Arab
investment to  produce environment in Al-Hassan Jordanian companies Pesticides and Veterinary
medicines.  biotechnologies Industrial City and the operating in  pesticidess Drugs Manufacturing

Omar Juwaid: Director-
General of the JIEC: said
this investment affirms the

city.

Jordan, China talk
trade cooperation

Amman

Members of the Jordan Chamber
of Commerce (JCC) Board of
Directors and commercial sector
representatives discussed with a
Chinese trade delegation the private
sector's role in advancing trade
cooperation between Jordan and
China.

The China- Arab States
Technology Transfer Center's
(CASTTC) delegation represents
Chinese sectors of agriculture:
renewable energy. medical
devices:  scientific research
construction materials:
foodstuffsc  technology. and

vehicles: according to a JCC
statement released Tuesday.

The meeting tackled significant
technological developments related
to those sectors and prospects for
China to leverage Jordan's business-
friendly climate and establish
renewable energy investments.

Moreover. cooperation in the
electric vehicle and machine sector
and boosting foodstuff exports to
China were also discussed.

First Vice Chairman of JCC
Jamal Rifai underscored marketing
Jordanian products in China: as the
East Asian country is Jordan's third
largest commercial partner.

Social development minister
meets ESCWA delegation

Amman

Minister of Social Development
Wafa Bani Mustafa and Executive
Secretary of the United Nations
Economic and Social Commission
for Western Asia (ESCWA) Rola
Dashti have discussed cooperation
in social protection strategies.

During a meeting: Bani Mustafa
stressed the importance of benefiting
from the best international practices

in targeting beneficiaries and social
spending said a ministry statement
on Tuesday.

For her parti Dashti indicated
that ESCWA is ready to cooperate
in this field with the ministry and
the National Aid Fund.

The two sides agreed on a future
work program to train the ministry's
staff on various aspects of social
protection.

Dutch FM thanks Jordan for helping
in nationals evacuation from Sudan

Amman

Dutch  Deputy  Prime
Minister and Foreign Minister
Wopke Hoekstra on Monday
thanked Jordan for its key role
in the evacuation of Dutch
nationals and other foreigners
from unrest-hit Sudan.

During a ceremony held at
the Dutch Embassy in Amman
on Monday: Minister Hoekstra
commended the Jordanian
government's  establishment
of an air bridge with Sudan to
facilitate the safe evacuation
of its citizens and nationals of
other countries.

Dutch Ambassador Harry

Verweij  underscored  the
importance of continuous
consultation  between the

Netherlands and Jordan: which
he considers a strategic partner
in the region.

He stressed their mutual

commitment to  regional
stability and the Netherlands'
steadfast support for Jordan and
its regional partners despite the
ongoing global developments.
Ambassador Verfai
emphasized Jordan's critical
role in accommodating and

providing aid to refugees:
including Syrians. He
highlighted that supporting

Jordan in this field: particularly
investment in  protection:
educationi and job creation
for both refugees and the local
communities hosting them. is a
top priority of the Netherlands'
new strategy extending until
2026.

Moreover. he disclosed that
the Netherlands has invested
over 200 million euros since
2019 to support Jordan: with
a focus on communities and
groups hosting refugees.
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Minister says Jordan is model for
health crisis management during Covid

Amman

Minister of Health Firas
Hawari said that Jordan's
health sector waged war
against the Covid-19
epidemic. proving to be
a model for health crisis

management.
Marking WHO's
announcement that

Covid's global emergency
is over. he added that

Jordan's leadership and
people should be proud
of their performance
during the pandemic
which  prevented  the
Kingdom's health system
from  collapsing  and

maintained a reasonable
death rate compared to
other countries.

His remarks came

during a 5-day workshop

held by WHO's Global
Outbreak Alert and
Response Network

(GOARN): convening in
Jordan with over 70 experts
worldwide to discuss its
strategy.

He pointed out that
Jordan focused its efforts
on building a national
strategy that took into
account the recovery plan:
the health system's stability:
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and the medical personnel's
rehabilitation and training.
Jordan avoided many
Covid surges and was one of
the first countries to secure
and distribute vaccines to
all people within Jordanian
borders: added Hawari.

The minister
congratulated GOARN
on its new strategy:
launched at a critical

phase when the world is
rethinking and seriously
considering strengthening

health systems and
improving  performance
in the containment of and
response to epidemics.

He also lauded
EMPHNET'srolein hosting
this event in Jordan: which
is part of its regional and
global efforts that gave it a
good reputation and helped
implement many programs
and joint projects.

GOARN's workshop
was held 3 months after
the launch of its strategy:

which seeks to maintain
strategic focus over
the next four years to
ensure preparedness and
response to public health
emergencies.

The 20222026- strategy's
theme is implementing
a community-focused
approach renewing
commitment to investing
in the global workforce in
public health emergencies:
and enhancing
collaborative response

Intra-Arab investments <below
ambitions,> says official

Amman

President of the
Federation of Arab
Businessmen (FAB)

Hamdi Tabbaa said intra-
Arab investments are still
below ambitions and do
not adequately reflect
the capabilities of Arab
countries.

During his participation
in an Annual Investment
Meeting (AIM  Global
2023) session in Abu
Dhabi¢ Tabbaa added that
inbound and outbound
investments in the Arab
region were affected by the
pandemic's repercussions:
but they picked up again

in 2022 according to the
World Investment Report
issued by the United
Nations Conference on
Trade and Development
(UNCTAD).

Tabbaa indicated that
Arab investments are a
significant economic issue
that needs continuous
research and discussion
from various aspects to
keep pace with global and

regional developments
and repercussions in the
investment atmosphere:

said a statement issued
Tuesday by the Amman-
based FAB.

He  underlined the

need to identify barriers
hindering the attraction of
investments: factors that
directly and indirectly affect
investments. the impact
of economic integration
and growth rates on Arab
investment advancement:
and factors leading to Arab

investment established
abroad.

The Greater Arab Free
Trade Area Agreement

(GAFTA)¢ he continued:
must be reviewed to
achieve the ultimate benefit
from its advantages. while
amending  policies  to
unify specifications and
standards and cooperate in

customs affairs, in addition
to investing in railway
projects that facilitate Arab
trade.

Held in collaboration
with the Ministry of
Industry and Advanced
Technology and the Abu
Dhabi  Department of
Economic Development:
this year’s edition of AIM

Global is themed "The
Investment Paradigm
Shift: Future Investment
Opportunities to Foster
Sustainable Economic
Growth, Diversity: and
Prosperity." bringing

together over 600 speakers
from 170 countries.

Ministry: Oil derivatives
prices drop globally

Amman

The first week of May
saw a decline in the price
of oil derivatives on the
international markets
according to information
made public on Tuesday by
the Ministry of Energy and

Mineral Resources.

The data showed that the
price of 90-octane gasoline
went down by 12.8 percent:
going from $818.5 per ton
in April to $713.7 in the
first week of May. while the
price of 95-octane gasoline

declined from $854.9 per
ton to $750.3¢ a decrease of
12.2 percent. Diesel prices
also dropped by 13 percent
going from $679.9 per ton
to $591.9¢ while the prices
of kerosene went from
$734.6t0 $661.5 per ton.

The prices of liquefied
gas for May rose by 1.4
percent: going from $547.5
to $555 per ton. Benchmark
Brent crude prices declined
in the first week of the
current month( from $84.9
to $74.6 per barrel.
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