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Aqgaba Marine Reserve completes IUCN’s
Green List Applicant Phase requirements

Aqgaba

The IUCN Regional
Office for West Asia
has announced that the
Aqgaba Marine Reserve is
committing to achieving
the TUCN’s Green List
Standard for Protected
and Conserved Areas
and had concluded
the Applicant Phase
requirements. which is
the first milestone of the
process.

The reserve is an
official candidate for the
IUCN Green List and
can now continue with
the verification process
for full recognition and
certification.

This declaration
ensues the submission of
a candidacy application
by the Agqaba Special
Economic Zone Authority
to the International
Union for Conservation
of Nature in 2022, along
with a comprehensive
response to the assessment

indicators
over 50
that mirror 17 essential
criteria pertaining to good

comprising
benchmarks

governance: effective
planning and  design:
competent management:
and the excellence of
nature conservation
initiatives.

The successful
completion of  this
crucial phase by the
Agaba Marine Reserve

has been made possible
through collaborative
efforts  between  the
Aqgaba Special Economic
Zone Authority and its
government partners:
including the Ministry
of Environment; and its
international partners
such as the European
Union and the United
Nations Development
Program (UNDP - Jordan
Office).

If the Aqgaba Marine
Reserve  passes the
second evaluation phase:
obtaining the certificate
signifiesthe Union's official
recognition of it being
among the world's best-
managed reserves. This
recognition is attributed
to its effective governance
and management;
environmental
sustainability
and  preservation  of
marine resources;
diversity. and protection
against degradation and
depletion. The IUCN
Green List Program is a

approach

worldwide  certification
initiative that aims to
promote and  attain
protected areas through
equitable and efficient
means. It does so

by  highlighting  best
practices and providing
a benchmark to measure

progress towards
effective and equitable
management.

Jordanian-lragi Business
Forum to kick off next June

Amman
The Iraqi  Business

Council (IBC) in Jordan is
scheduled to organize the
Jordanian-Iraqi  Business
and Finance Forum next
month in Amman: under
thetheme:"BuildingBridges
of Common Prosperity."
with "wide" participation
from the two countries'
investors: business owners:
companies and  other
countries. The  forumu
which is slated to open next
June 20. will focus on the
sectors of industry: finance:
telecom and information

TWO DEATHS, 5 INJURIES IN POL

WAREHOUSE FIRE IN AL-JUWAYYIDAH

Amman

Two Arab nationalities charred to death
and and five others suffered from shortness
of breath. in a fire that broke out early Friday
in a number of polystyrene warehouses in
Al-Juwayyidah area: south east of Amman.

East Amman Civil Defense Directorate
received reports on a fire that broke out in
a number of warehouses of area estimated
at 2000 square meters. in addition to an
outdoor yard of about 1000 square meters in
the Al-Juwayyidah area: the Public Security
Department (PSD) spokesperson said.

Firefighters from the East Amman Civil
Defense Directorate: supported by relevant
agencies; rushed to the scene and worked
to put out and control the fire; the PSD

spokesperson said.

He added that ambulance an emergency
teams provided the necessary first aid to the
injured onsite. Their condition was fair. and
didn't need to be transferred to the hospital
except for one injury. who was treated and
transferred to the hospitali while the two
deaths were evacuated to the Al-Bashir

Public Hospital.

Dozens of operational civil defense vehicles
and cadres: and relevant agencies participated
in extinguishing the fire and an investigation
was initiated to find out the cause of the fire
the PSD spokesperson concluded.

technology.  contracting
construction( real estate
development; energy and
mining. The  council's
vice-president: Saad Naji
the forum is held based on
His Majesty King Abdullah
II's vision to achieve the
two countries' economic
integration and expand
joint cooperation horizons:
especially in the investment
and trade fields.

In a statement on
Saturday: Naji said the
forum¢ which  receives
"wide"  interest  from
various Iraqi activities:

also comes in light of the
Kingdom's "important” role
in promoting joint Arab
economic action.

The forum will be
attended by Jordanian
and Iraqi businesspeople:
investorsc  governmental
and parliamentary figures.
local and international
companies private sector
institutions: United
Nations organizations
and international bodies:
according to Naji. The
forum aims to promote
investment in various fields
and trade exchange between

Jordan and Iraq
establish joint partnerships:
he said¢ adding that the
event will also discuss all
challenges facing ways to
develop joint economic
relations. Naji added that
the forum also seeks to
enhance Iraqi companies'
trade and  investment
exchange with Jordanian,
Arab and international
counterparts: to contribute
to Irag's reconstruction
projects: as well as learning
about the two countries'
current and future business
opportunities.

and

2023 41 (7) o1
(3086) sdalf

14

Lands owned by GAM estimated

at JD2.5bln,

says mayor

Amman

Mayor of Amman Yousef
Shawarbeh on Saturday said that the
lands owned by the Greater Amman
Municipality (GAM) amount to a
value exceeding 2.5 billion dinars:
with one billion dinars of this sum
being deemed as investable.

Speaking at a national conference
centered on investment prospects:
which was held in the context
of the economic modernization
vision( Shawarbeh stressed that
the Municipality is  actively
contributing to the development of
the investment environment in the
capitali Amman.

This is being achieved by means of
simplified procedures for investors
and the provision of electronic
services with the ultimate aim of
guaranteeing equity and integrity
in the delivery of these services.
Additionally. the Municipality has
taken steps to create the Amman
Vision Company for Investment
and Development: he explained.

Shawarbeh  went on to
emphasize that the Amman Vision
Company for Investment and
Development represents a crucial
component of the Greater Amman
Municipality's strategy concerning
the enhancement of investment
management for its entrusted
properties.

Furthermore: he pointed out that
the Municipality has successfully

forged numerous agreements and
memorandums of understanding;
all in service of the vision of
economic modernization.

Ahmed Safadic the Parliament
Speaker ~who patronized the
conference: affirmed the
legislature's mandate to overseeing
the government's adherence to
the implementation of the vision
of economic modernization. He
underscored the importance of
this blueprint in meeting the hopes
of the Jordanian populace and
bolstering the national economy.

Safadi went on to emphasize
that economic modernization is
contingent upon collaborative
endeavors at the national level. Such
efforts must be guided by a well-
defined strategic program and a
clear roadmap for implementation.
particularly in each sector. with the
ultimate objective of ameliorating
the standard of living of citizens and
creating job opportunities.

Ambassador of the United Arab
Emirates to Jordan: Sheikh Khalifa
bin Mohammed bin Khalid Al
Nahyan: who attended the event:
spoke about economic cooperation
between the two countries and
Emirati  investments in the
Kingdom. He noted that UAE
investments in Jordan are estimated
at more than $17 billion in a host of
sectors: referring to a recent joint
solar power project.

LYSTYRENE
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ACI| opens marketing readiness, online sale lab

Amman The lab has state-of-the- Saturday.

The Amman Chamber art computers. peripherals. Engineer Fathi Jaghbirc Prince
of Industry (ACI) in and software. It recruits who heads the Amman
partnership il the experts from the creative and Jordan Chambers of
Confederation of Danish professions and puts them Industry. said that the
Industry. have opened a to work providing top- laboratoryis part of the ACI's

notch photography: design:
codinge montages: and
online advertising: according
to an ACI statement released

laboratory to help Jordanian
manufacturers get better
acquainted with online sales
and marketing.

Jordan welcomes talks
between Sudanese Army, RSF

negotiation table. In a statement:
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
and Expatriate Affairs expressed
its hope that these discussions
would contribute to halting military
operations: ending the conflict
sparing the Sudanese people further
suffering: and ensuring the delivery
of humanitarian aid to the affected
areas.

Amman

Jordan has  welcomed a
preliminary round of talks between
representatives of the Sudanese
Armed Forces and the Rapid
Support Forces in Jeddah on
Saturday and praised the crucial role
and efforts made by the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia and the United States
of America to bring the parties to the

COVID-19 pandemic is no longer
global health emergency: WHO

Amman

The World Health Organization
(WHO) on Friday said that the
COVID-19 pandemic was no
longer a global health emergency.

WHO Director General Tedros
Adhanom Ghebreyesus stressed
that the announcement does not
mean COVID-19 is over as a
“global health threat." but rather as
an emergency.

Tedros added that he wouldn't
hesitate to reassess the situation
should COVID-19 "put our world

in peril."
Since the start of the coronavirus
pandemic; over 765 million

have taken place as a result of the
pandemic if not necessarily because
ofa COVID infection was atleast 20
million.

infections and nearly seven million
deaths were officially reported to
the agency. But Tedros said the
number of deaths estimated to

Public Works Minister
partakes in Sustainable Urban
Development conference in Croatia

highlighting the
of the Union's 2040 Strategic
Urban Development Action
Plan/ as an essential tool for

Amman importance

Minister of Public Works
and Housing and Transport
Maher Abu Al Sammen
participated Thursday in the
third ministerial conference
on sustainable urban
development: which was held
in Zagreb. Croatia.

implementing its  relevant
agenda: and as part of their
commitment to achieving
sustainable development goals:
in line with the United Nations

The conference aimed to
enhance the safety of citizens
and build cities that are able
to withstand natural disasters
and climate change: and to
achieve more joint cooperation
to enable the green and digital
transformation: in addition to
providing a better standard of
living: decent jobs. a healthy
environment. and affordable
housing in the coming years.

The conference participants
affirmed their commitment
to promoting sustainable
resilient. safe and integrated
urban development:

New Urban Agenda. Abu Al
Sammen said that addressing
and developing public policies
and programs related to
affordable housing: including
the establishment of national
housing agencies and housing
observatories. is essential to
reach accurate insights into
critical issues related to the
housing phenomenon: and
thus contributes to improving
legislation ~and  providing
the necessary information
to develop effective housing
policies: according to a ministry
statement.

agreement with the Crown

Chamber hopes to provide
volunteer opportunities for
a large number of Jordanian
youth and give them a chance
efforts to raise the visibility to
of Jordanian products in
international markets.

By signing a cooperation

the

Foundation: the

factories that use the
laboratory's services: he said.

To ensure the laboratory's
outputs are consistent and
of high quality. he said
leading specialized Jordanian

and content writers who
volunteered for the initiative.

The lab is a part of a larger
program to help Jordanian
factories
competitive on a global scale

become  more

put their knowledge companies would oversee by facilitating connections
and skills to use in the real the facility and coordinate between local producers
world without imposing with the approximately and consumers in other
any additional costs on 200 designi photography. countries.

13k occupational injuries occurred
in Jordan during 2022-Official

Amman

Social
Corporation
received 13(465  work-
related injuries during
2022 according to director
of  its Occupational
Safety and Workplace
Injuries Department:
Nasha't Badawi. Value
of the workplace injuries
amounted  to about
JD11. 796 millioni which
included daily allowances:
medical care expenses: and
one-off compensation for
the injury disability. which
is less than 30%. he added.

In a statement to "Petra”
on Saturday. he noted
majority of on-the-job
injuries took place in the
manufacturing industries:
health and social work

Security
(SSC)

sectors. SSC: he noted:
accredited 41 medical
treatment facilities

(hospitals). taking into
account their geographical
distribution to  cover

the Kingdom's various
governorates,  primarily
all Royal Medical Services

hospitalsc and majority
of  private  hospitals:
aimed to  providing

"distinguished" service
to the injured workers:
who benefit from the
corporation's insurance
umbrella. According
to the corporation: the

Fagats =

establishment must
transfer  the  injured
worker to the nearest

SSC-accredited hospital if
a work injury occurs to a
SCC services beneficiary.

Gow»t to study revoking defense
law in coming days-Shboul

Amman

The government will
study revoke Defense
Law No. (13) of 1992
in the coming days:
after the World Health
Organization (WHO)
declared that Covid-19
pandemic is no longer a
global health emergency:
Minister of Government
Communication: Faisal
Shboul: said.

During a phone
intervention  with  Al-
Mamlaka TV news bulletin
Friday evening: Shboul
noted the defense law is a
"permanent”  legislation.
which is reinstated to face
emergency circumstances
according to a special
mechanism. setbyaCabinet

decision and approved by a
Royal decree and is revoked
with the same measures.

Shboul: who is also the
government spokesperson:
added that the law has been
in place for three years:
noting multiple defense
orders and their executive
communiqués were issued
during its implementation.
as Jordan. like all countries
of the world: began with
curfews: and then gradually
opened sectors.

Life has returned to
normal in the Kingdom
and there are no longer
any pandemic-related
restrictions since last year.
he noted.

Shboul  noted  that
defense orders are now

almost no longer applicable
under the Defense Law: but
there are impacts that the
government will review in
relation to defense orders
and issued communiques:
such as Defense Order
No. (6). Shboul affirmed
Defense Law revocation
means returning life to pre-
Covid conditions: and the
pre-pandemic laws in force
will be applied: indicating
that the philosophy of
Defense Law is based
on halting some articles
of other laws to face an
emergency circumstance:
aimed to sustain public life
and preserve citizens' lives.

WHO's declaration
that Covid-19 pandemic
no longer constitutes a

global health emergency
does  not  necessarily
mean the disease's end:
but rather it will become

a communicable disease
similar to influenza:
according to the

classification of Ministry
of Health and National
Committee for Epidemics
Control. Shboul said.

In his intervention:
Shboul lauded citizens'
awareness and  their
response to health
instructions and
requirements during the
pandemic: hailing role of
Jordan's health system:
whose capabilities have
tripled and has "sufficient"
experience to deal with
pandemics.

ACC:s trade exports up by 58.2%
in 1st four months 2023-Statistics

Amman

The Amman Chamber
of Commerce (ACQC)'s
exports of goods and
commodities to Arab and
foreign countries increased
during the first third 2023
by 58.2%: compared to the
same period last year.

According  to  the
chamber's statistical
data obtained by "Petra/”
ACC's exports during the
January-March period
2023 amounted to JD401

millionc compared to
JD253 million for the same
period last year.

The number of
certificates of origin issued
by ACC also rose during
the first third 2023 by 7.9%
¢ to reach 8(676. compared
to 8.042 certificates during
the same period last year:
ACC figures revealed.

In this regard: ACC-
issued certificates of origin
during the first third 2023
went to multiple countries:

most notably Saudi Arabia
with 1,530 certificates:
followed by the UAE at
1.221. Iraq at 614« Egypt at
276 and Switzerland at 9.
Exportsc in terms of
valuer went to many
countries: led by Iraq with
a value of JD154 million:
then Switzerland at about
JD73 million: the UAE at
about JD42 million. Egypt
at JD30 million: and Saudi
Arabia at about JD21
millionc ACC's monthly

statistical data showed.

The chamber’s exports
during the first third
2023 were distributed
among foreign products
(re-exports) at a value
of about JD180 million
then industrial products
at about JD42 million:
followed by agricultural
products at JD34 million
and Arab products at about
JD38 million: while the
remaining exports went to
other products.
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