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LOCAL

Drug smuggler killed
on border with Syria

Amman

A drug smuggler was
killed late Sunday by the
Jordanian border guards
on the country's eastern
border with Syria.

According to an official
military source at the
Jordan Armed Forces-
Arab Army: a group of
smugglers was attempting
to infiltrate and bring
drugs into Jordan when
they were intercepted by
the border patrol.

"The Border Guard
forces detected
the smugglers and
deployed rapid reaction
patrols whilst applying
rules of engagement
and direct fire. killing
one of them while the
rest fled back to Syrian

the

territory:"
stated. This was done
in coordination with

source

the military security
services and the Anti-
Narcotics Department.
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Troops combed the The army said it
areas where the incident will continue to strike
took place and found with "an iron fist" any

133,000 narcoticsc Ak-
47 riflee and a lot of
ammunition.

smuggling or infiltration
attempt targeting national
security.

Humanitarian need at ‘highest’ for
Syrians, host communities in 2023

AMMAN

The humanitarian needs
of Syrians and neighbouring
host communities are
currently at their highest
according to the most recent
United Nations Population
Fund (UNFPA) Regional
Situation Report For the
Syria Crisis.

UNFPA’s 2023 funding
requirements for its
regional Syria crisis
response in Syria: Turkey:
Lebanon: Jordan( Iraq and
Egypt totals $141.9 million.
the report stated.

“As of early 2023, Syrians
and host communities
throughout the region are
living through one of the
worst years of the crisis.”
the report said.

a  protracted  conflict;
the report attributed the
deteriorating situation to
the Ukraine crisis as well
as ongoing humanitarian;

economic socio-
political and  climate-
related  challenges  in

the region: which “have
exacerbated  pre-existing
vulnerabilities”.

This includes “chronic
and new emergencies:
including the  massive
earthquake that struck
Turkey and north-west
Syria in February 2023.” it
added.

Jordan
With 1.3 million Syrians
residing in the Kingdom:
UNFPA’s humanitarian
funding requirements for
Jordan in 2023 stood at

$12.661.200: according to
the UNFPA website.
“UNFPA Jordan will
continue supporting and
strengthening the resilience
of the national systems
for  delivering  quality:
comprehensive: integrated
sexual and reproductive
health services: including
family planning: for all
vulnerable women: youth:
and adolescents. especially
girls. usingahealth systems-

building approach.” the
report stated.

It also  highlighted
essential ~ services  that

the UNFPA continues to
provide to refugees and
host communities.

Between January and
February 2023, the UNFPA
provided 12943 people:
99 per cent of whom

were female, with Sexual
and Reproductive Health
(SRH) services. The fund
also provided 3.792 people:
97 per cent of whom are
female: with gender-based
violence (GBV) prevention
programming: the report
showed.

UNFPA also reached
1:430 people: of whom 84
per cent are female( with
youth engagement activities

and supported 2311
adolescent girls through
various programmes:

according to the report.

Violence against women
and girls

The protracted nature
of the Syrian crisis has
“multiplied” the risk of
gender-based violence in
its various forms. the report
noted.
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King commends efforts of
Jordanians on Labor Day

Amman

His Majesty King Abdullah
on Monday took to Twitter
to celebrate Labor Day. and

congratulate Jordan's workers. "To
the workers and builders of the

homeland: I extend my appreciation
and gratitude for their efforts in
raising our dear Jordan. and for
their contribution to the process of
modernization and progress." the
King tweeted in Arabic.

Petra welcomes 471,037
visitors in January-April of 2023

Petra

A total of 471.037 tourists
visited the ancient city of Petra
during the January- April period of
2023 according to data issued by
the Petra Development Tourism
Region Authority (PDTRA) on
Monday.

The data showed that the rose-
red city welcomed about 146,687
visitors in April including 126,373
foreigners: 3¢365 Arabs: and 14052
Jordanians: in addition to 1.415
visitors as part of the Urdunna
Janna program.

The number of visitors to Petra
in April jumped by 137 percent
compared to last year: 4425 percent
for the same month in 2021 and 6
percent compared with April 2019
the PDTRA statistics revealed.

Suleiman  Farajatc the chief

commissioner of the PDTRA:
indicated that the surge in visitors’
numbers is propelled by the
stability of the region: Petra’s global
importance and uniqueness: in
addition to the participatory efforts
made by various parties to promote
the rose-red city: and the Jordanian
tourism sites.

Farajat also expected that Petra’s
visitors will continue to increase
and exceed half a million before the
end of May: and about a million
visitors by the end of this year.

The authority is keen to improve
the city’s infrastructure and
services: he stressed: noting that
the second half of 2023 will witness
an increase in the number of hotel
rooms: with the aim of raising the
number of overnight tourists in the
region.

GOV'T LOWERS DIESEL PRICES,

Aside from the
“cumulative  impact” of
AMMAN

Thegovernment’sfuel pricingcommittee on Sunday
lowered the price of dieseli increased the prices of
unleaded 90- and 95-octane gasoline and maintained

RAISES GASOLINE FOR MAY

the prices of kerosene and gas cylinders for May.
Using the price formula for pricing fuel derivatives:

the committee said that diesel prices will be decreased
by JDO0.03: to be sold at JD0.755 in May: down from

April's JD0.785.

The committee also decided that the price of
unleaded 90-octane gasoline will increase to JD0.950

per litre in May compared with JD0.940 in April.

The price of unleaded 95-octane gasoline will also
increase in May: to be sold at JD1.185 per litre. up

from JD1.180 per litre in April.

The committee also decided that the price of
kerosene will remain unchanged in May: and will
continue to be sold at JD0.620 per litre. The price
of gas cylinders: used for cooking and heating
purposes: will remain at JD7 as usual: according to
the committee’s decision: made in line with the Royal

directives.

The committee. which meets monthly to adjust
domestic prices consistent with oil price changes
in the international market. said that it referred to

international oil prices to set the prices for May.

Also on Sunday: the Energy and Minerals
Regulatory Commission (EMRC) decided to maintain
the “differences in fuel prices” category on monthly
electricity bills for May at zero fils per kilowatt-hour

(kWh).
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Jordan partakes in travel expo in Dubai

Amman

A Jordanian pavilion has
secured a spot in the Arabian
Travel Market (ATM). held
in Dubai from May 1 to 5
bringing a crowd of regional
and international media and
prominent international
travel and tourism experts
under one roof.

Abdul Razzaq Arabiyyat
Director-General of the
Jordan Tourism  Board:
through which the pavilion
was opened: said the annual

consistent role in developing
the travel and tourism
industry in the region: by
attracting prominent figures
from experts and decision-
makers from various
countries of the world.
Arabiyat who is
participating in the exhibition
along with representatives of
the Jordanian consulate in
Dubaic 11 tourism agencies
and hotels. the Aqaba Special
Economic Zone Authority:
and Royal Jordanian: added
that the gathering is an ideal

platformtocommunicatewith
officials and representatives
of the tourism industry from
around the world: in light
of the indicators of tourism
recovery from the pandemic.

ATM is a prominent global
tourism and travel expo:
focusing on opportunities to
cooperate with global airline
companies: tourism agencies:
and hotels: he said: noting
many recent promotional
campaigns in the Gulf region
that had a positive impact on
tourism.

event has a pivotal and

JPRC profits stand at
JD28.8 minin Q1 2023

Amman

The Jordan Petroleum Refinery
Company (JPRC) announced that it
had achieved total profits of JD28.8
million during the January-March
period of 2023.

According to financial statements
issued by the JPRC on Monday:
the government and the National
Electric Power Company’s debt for
the JPRC in the first quarter of this
year amounted to JD478 million.

The data revealed that the
company’s sales during the
same period amounted to JD457
million: noting that its sales of
filling gas cylinders totaled about
JD20 million: while activities from
the Jordan Petroleum Products

Marketing Company (JoPetrol)
yielded profits of JD191 million.

Furthermore JPRC’s total net
assets from refining oil reached
nearly JD1.5 billion: the statement
noted.

Abdulkarim Alawin.  the
company’s CEO: said that such
positive financial results reflect the

strength of the refinery company's
performance and its future
aspirations.

On the fourth expansion project:
Alawin said that the company
is currently completing the
negotiation stage with the tender
that has the best offer. consisting
of Italian, Chinese and Japanese
companies.

Zarga re-exports at
JD9.5min in April

Zarqga

The value of re-exports of
factories and companies in the Zarqa
governorate totaled JD9.5 million in
April 2023 according to statistics of
the Zarqa Chamber of Commerce
(ZCC). Vehicles and car parts

constituted most of Zarqa’s exports
last April: inadditionto construction
material; sanitary ware. medicines:
foodstuffss  garment.  jewelry:
electronic appliances. furniture:
and stationery. said ZCC Chairman
Hussein Shreim.

Akeed records 44
rumors in April
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Amman

The Jordanian Media
Credibility Monitor "Akeed"
said it recorded 44 rumors that
circulated through local media
and social media platforms
during the month of April.

The monitor's monthly
report: which came out on
Monday: said this month saw
6 rumors more than the 38
recorded in March.

Public affairs topped the
list of April rumors with 16
about 36 percent of the total
44, followed by 13 economic
rumors (30 percent). 9 security
rumors (20 percent): 3 political
rumors (7 percent). 2 health

rumors (5 percent). and 1
social rumor (2 percent).

-
N

Forty-three. or 98 percent:
of the April rumors originated
from local sources. such as
social media platforms and
news websites; according to
the report. Thirty-five rumors.
80 percent of the total number:
originated from local social
media; and 9¢ or 20 percent:
came from traditional media
outlets it said.

The monitor urged social
network users to refrain from
sharing or re-posting any
content without a credible
source: noting that relying on
these sites for news without
considering content veracity
leads to a great deal of incorrect
and inaccurate news: rumors:
and misinformation.

JPMC profits hit JD141min in Q1 2023

Amman

The Jordan Phosphate
Mines Company (JPMC)
posted a pre-tax net profit
of JD141 million in the first
quarter of 2023 while its
post-tax profits amounted
to JD103.4 million.

According to  data
published by JPMC on the
Amman Stock Exchange
website. the company's
net sales for the reporting
period reached JD313.5
million.

The company produced
2.524 million tons of crude
phosphate  during  the
January-March period of
this year. up from 2.349
million tons in the same
period last year. marking
an increase of 175,000 tons:
the data revealed.

'_"--'_—__'I' —— G
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Furthermore the

production of the

phosphoric acid by Indo-
Jordanian Chemical
Company (IJC)¢ fully
owned by JPMC. and the

Jordan Indian Fertilizer
Company (JIECO)
increased in the first

quarter of the current year:
reaching 211.000 tons:
compared to 160,000 tons
in the same period of the

- ‘ —! ___.n- ._ - "_

previous year.
Additionally: JPMC sold
206000 tons of phosphoric
acid during the reporting
periodc  compared to
152,000 tons last year.
Based on the data it
is evident that despite
a substantial drop in
the global pricing of the

company's products:
resulting in a notable
increase in the cost of

sales to sales ratio by
nearly 30 percent. the
firm was still able to attain
impressive returns on
capital. The rate of return
on legal capital surged to
125 percent in the first
quarter of this fiscal year.
indicating an eflicient
utilization of resources
by the firm. The data also
indicated a remarkable
growth in equity: reaching
JD1.588 billion in the
first quarter of this year:
compared to JD1.484
billion at the end of 2022,
signaling an increase of
more than 6 percent. The
company's total net assets
increased to JD2.114
billion in quarter one
of 2023, against ]D2.07
billion in 2022.

Jordan partakes in ABM
meeting in Cairo

Amman

Jordan has participated
in the 80th meeting of the
General Assembly of the
Arab Bridge Maritime
(ABM): recently held in
Cairo: Egypt.

Egypt and Iraq: together
with  ABM  Chairman
Hazem Al-Hafadi: attended
the meeting in addition
to Jordan: represented by
Minister of Public Works

and Housingc Minister
of Transportc  Maher
AbulSamen.

During the meeting:
the General Assembly

assessed the balance sheet
and the outcomes of ABM's
financial condition for the
year 2022¢ according to a
statement made public on
Monday. The company's
accomplishments and
activities throughout the

previous year were also
covered. The company's
statistics  showed  that
during the first quarter
of 2023 commercial
exchange movement along
the Aqaba-Nuweiba route
climbed by 53%: passenger
transport activity increased
by 18%: and the percentage
of moved cars increased
to 192%. "Despite the
difficulties it encountered:
including the rise in fuel
costs and the cost of
operational services: the
decline in the value of the
Egyptian pound relative
to the US dollarc and the
high rates of inflation that
took place globally. the

company still managed
to produce positive
results,” the statement

added. Commenting on
Jordan's attendance at

the meeting: AbulSamen
stated that such gatherings
provide an opportunity
for officials of the three
nations to interact and
fortify their connections of

cooperation in the area of
transportation.

He  highlighted how
the  alternativess work
schedulesc and strategies
developed by the ABM
management to improve

the Aqaba-Nuweiba route's
competitiveness and
increase "passenger" rates
on the company's ships:
have all helped the company
overcome challenging
circumstances and achieve
positive results in 2022 and
the first quarter of 2023.
"The company's tourism
activity on the Aqaba-Taba
route also saw an increase
of 96%: as a result of

transporting tourist groups
between the resorts of South
Sinai (Taba¢ St. Catherine:
Dahab; Sharm El-Sheikh)
and Jordan’s Golden
Triangle (Petra. Wadi Rum
Aqaba)" he added. The
minister revealed that the
company is in the process
of putting a new cargo ship
into service during the
second half of this year. with
aload of up to 100 trucks: as
part of its plans to develop
and modernize its fleet of
ships. "This will maintain
the flow of commercial
exchange and accommodate
the expanding movement
of commercial exchange
on the Aqaba-Nuweiba
route; which connects Arab
Asia with Arab Africac and
prevent trucks from building
up in ports throughout the
peak periods:" he said.

Amman ministerial

Amman

A ministerial consultative meeting: hosted by
Jordan and attended by the foreign ministers of
Saudi Arabia: Syria Iraq: and Egypt kicked off on

Monday.

The meeting is a follow-up to the consultative
meeting of the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC)
member countries. which was held on April 14 in
Jeddah at Saudi Arabia's invitation and was also
attended by Jordan: Iraq. and Egypt.

Today’s event will build on the discussions
these countries made with the Syrian government
in the context of its proposals. as well as the
Jordanian initiative: to find a political solution to

the situation in Syrian.

Arab ministers present at the meeting in Jeddah
decided to take the lead among Arab nations in
attempts to resolve the Syrian crisis.

consultative meeting k

icks off
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