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during first 2 months 2023-DoS

Amman

Value of the Kingdom's
total exports increased
during the first two
months of 2023 by 20.2%:
reaching JD1.463 billion:
compared to JDI1.216
billion in the same period
last year. Department

of Statistics  (DoS)
announced.

According to DoS
monthly  report on
Jordan's foreign trade

released Wednesday:
value of national exports
grew during the January-
February period 2023 by
24.7% to reach JD1.371
billion« compared to the
same period last year:
which was estimated at
JD1.100 billion.
Meanwhile. value of
re-exports amounted
to JD91.8 million in the
first two months of 2023,
marking a decrease of
21.3%: compared to the
same period last year:

which amounted to JD116
millionc DoS  figures
showed.

As for imports. their
value  amounted to
about JD3.010 billion:
constituting an increase
of 9.0% during the first 2
months 2023 compared
to the same period last

Gowt calls on activating
digital ID on Sanad platform

Amman

The Ministry of
Digital Economy and
Entrepreneurship  called
on citizens to activate the
digital ID to benefit from all
services on Sanad platformq
a government document-
processing and services

year. which was estimated
at JD2.760 billioni DoS
data revealed.

However. the trade

balance deficitc which
represents difference
between the value of

imports and exports
soared during the first two
months of 2023 by 0.2%
to reach JD1.546 billion:
compared to the same
period last year. which
amounted to JDI1.543
billion.

On a monthly level
thevalue oftotal exports
during last February

portal.

In a statement
on Wednesday.  the
ministry said Sanda's key

services aim to access
personal information
and government digital

documents: obtain gov't
services  digitally  sign

=gl

2023 amounted to
about JD873.5 million:
marking an increase of
36.5%: compared to the
same month last year.
The DoS statistics
also  revealed  that
the value of national
exports during last
February  stood  at

imports
about
during

compared to the same
month 2022.

The data also showed
that wvalue of Jordan's

marking 3.1% decrease:
compared to the same
month of 2022.
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JSSGC profits up to
Jordams exports grew by 20.2% Jp5.3min in 2022-Ajarmen

Amman

Jordan Silos And Supply General
Company (JSSGC) profits increased
in 2022 to JD5.3 million. compared
to JD2.3 million in 2021.

According to a press statement
released Wednesday: the company's
general assembly. within its social
responsibility policy. agreed to
donate JD100.000 to establish a

specialized civil defense center in
the port of Agaba.

Chairing its regular meeting its
head: Anwar Ajarmeh: said JSSGC
entered its 23rd year as a public
shareholder company tasked with
preserving and managing Jordan's
“strategic” national stock of grains:
adding that it is a pillar of food
security in the Kingdom.

Qaisi lauds success of 2023
Ramadan tourist activities

Amman

Minister of Tourism: Makram
Qaisic lauded efforts of the work
team entrusted to organize 2023
Ramadan events and activities
across the Kingdom.

Addressing the team Wednesday:
which comprises participants from
several ministries; Qaisi said the
activities saw a '"large" turnout
and presence from citizens at the
designated sites in all governorates:
and created an atmosphere of joy
and happiness for audience.

The events and activities
which ran through Fid Al-Fitr
days: contributed to enhancing
concept of solidarity and social
communication: highlighting
Jordan's cultural product: and

unleashing young talents. he said:
commending their "high" level of
organization.

Qaisi also praised the "fruitful
cooperation and "diligent" follow-
up by event organizers. primarily
ministries of youth: government
communication: tourism interior:

culture. and Greater Amman
Municipality (GAM).  valuing
Jordanian security departments'

efforts in organizing the activities.
Meanwhile. Hisham Abadi; head
of the work team: referred to the
tourism minister's "close” follow-up
and his constant interest to ensure
success of Ramadan activities
announcing multiple educational and
cultural events and programs will be
launched in Jordan's tourist sites.

JD828.4 million
a 43.6% increase:
compared to the same
month of 2022.

In addition: value of
re-exports amounted to
JD45.1 million during last
February. a 28.6% drop:

According to  the
report. Jordan's trade
balance deficit amounted
to JD495.2 million:
reflecting a 35.9% drop:
during last February
compared to the same
month last year.

Amman

GFTU calls on addressing
occupational safety issues

workers from

occupational

documents; pay bills and The
many other features.

The ministry indicated
that ID identity
activation requires a visit
to Sanad stations spread
across the Kingdom: or
through the participating
banks.

details

indicated
are available at the link:
https://sanad.jo/Ar/Pages/
SanadStationsc and more
can be obtained
through the link:
https://sanad.jo/Ar/

Pages/Individuals.

On the occasion of the World
Day for Safety and Health at Work:
which falls on April 28 annually:
Jordan's trade unions called on
paying attention to occupational
safety and health requirements in
the work environment and provide
the necessary protection for workers
in various sectors and economic
activities against workplace risks.

In a statement to "Petra” on
Wednesday: General Federation of
Jordanian Trade Unions (GFTU)
President Mazen Maaytah said
providing occupational health and
safety requirements at is a criterion
to ensure a decent work condition:
a safe work environment and is a
labor right guaranteed under local
and international legislation.

Maaytah added that protecting

hazards and preserving their safety
from work-related injuries need
conditions  and  requirements
provided by employers. Locally:
he noted multiple labor sectors in
economic activities are suffering
“imbalances” in occupational safety
andhealth whichrequiresintensified
monitoring and inspection by
Ministry of Labor and its field
teams: stressing that worker safety
ensures continuity of the production
process and work sustainability
in economic  establishments.
To address loopholesi Maaytah
called on applying the legislation
contained in Jordan's Labor Law to
tackle occupational safety and health
problems in Jordan's establishments:
by activating penalties in the Law's
Clause 9.

Amman

The Embassy of the
Kingdom of the Netherlands
in Jordan is celebrating the
national day. known as
King’s Day.

In a statement on
Wednesday:. Harry Verweij.
Ambassador of the Kingdom
of the Netherlands to Jordan
said: "For the embassy in
Amman: King’s Day is
an occasion to reflect on
the solid ties that bind the
Netherlands and Jordan
together. This year. we
celebrate 72 years of strong
diplomatic relations between
our two Kingdoms. This
decades-long  relationship
is characterized by
successful cooperation and
coordination in a number of
fields and the long-standing
friendship between the two
Royal Houses. We have
been friends and allies for
decades."

Since 2019« the
Netherlands: he noted: has
invested over 200 million
euros to assist Jordan with
supporting vulnerable people
and with the hosting of
refugees. adding that the two

countries have expanded
cooperation in a number of
fields¢ in particular water
management in agriculture:
education. private sector
development. human rights:
trade and security.

"Just last week: Jordan
provided logistical support
and facilities to assist the
Dutch Defense Forces in the
process of evacuating Dutch
nationals from Sudan(" he
indicated.

"The  year 2023 s
an exciting year for us
as we have started the
implementation of our new
multi-annual strategy for our
development cooperation
program in Jordan. The core
of our efforts will remain on
supporting refugees and host
communities; as we have
done in the past. The other
areas of focus are: water
and climate sustainable and
inclusive economic growth:
and human rights." added
Ambassador Verweij. "We
will continue to encourage

interaction between
Jordanian and Dutch
knowledge institutions

and the exchange of Dutch

know-how and innovation

with our local partners: while
putting the needs of the most
vulnerable: such as refugees:
host communitiesc women
and youth central to our
programming."

The Netherlands
reaffirmed its continued
commitment to Jordan
in the coming years with
the continuation of the
Dutch flagship program
Prospects (implemented in

partnership with UNICEF.
UNHCR: IFC: ILO and the
World Bank): which aims
to improve the access of
Jordanian host communities
and refugees to education:
social protection and decent
work.

Furthermore: the
Netherlands is  looking
forward to officially
launching  the  Orange
Corners  program  with

partners like iPark and

The Queen Rania Centre
for Entrepreneurship in
the coming few months.
This Dutch initiative
supports young Jordanian
entrepreneurs to access
traininge funding  and
mentoring to start and grow
their start-up businesses:
the envoy pointed out.

On water and climate:
the Netherlands continues
to link up Dutch know-
how to best practices to
help tackle water issues
in Jordan through a rain-

water harvesting project
with the Inter Islamic
Network on Water

Resources Development and
Management (INWRDAM)
and the Dutch partners
Acacia Water and IHE Delft.
In addition: the Netherlands
has committed a grant of 30
million Euros to the Amman-
Agaba Water Desalination
and Conveyance Project.

On trade cooperation
between the two countries:
Verweij noted that the
Netherlands is committed
to strengthening bilateral
trade. Last  year. The
Netherlands was among the

DUTCH EMBASSY CELEBRATES NATIONAL DAY

strongest growing export
partners of Jordan in the
European Union.

He stated that a number
of Dutch-supported
projects focus on opening
new markets for Jordanian
businessesc namely those
exporting olive oil¢ fruits
and  vegetables: apparel
and cosmetics. In turn
these projects also promote
investment opportunities for
Dutch businesses in Jordan.

On the political front; he
underscored that the two
Kingdoms will continue
to give their support to the
Middle East Peace Process:
adding that the Netherlands
considers Jordan a key
partner in achieving peace
and stability in the region
and recognizes Jordan’s
important humanitarian role
in the hosting of refugees.

King’s Day is a Dutch
‘Orange-day’c the  color
referring to the family name
of the Royal House: Orange-
Nassau. King  Willem-
Alexander and his family
are part of the festivities
themselves; every year in
another part of the country.
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King briefed on progress of Investment Ministry’s
action plan, urges enhancing investment environment

Amman
His Majesty King
Abdullah on Wednesday

stressed the importance of
enhancing the investment
environment in Jordan as
an important requirement
for economic growth and job
creation.

During a meeting at Al
Husseiniya Palace to follow
up on the implementation
of the Investment Ministry’s
action plan King Abdullah
highlighted the need to
continue to develop and

|

opportunities.

The investment volume
in Jordan has increased in
the first quarter of this year
by 49 per cent: compared to
the same period last year:
according to Saqqaf.

She said investment
regulations  have  been
revamped: noting  that

the ministry has finished
working on the first phase
of automating procedures:
an interactive investment
map: a study of available
investment opportunities:

facilitate  procedures for and a strategy for investment
investors: and to enhance prprpoticgm all as part of the
integration between the —— m1n1'strysplan.
relevant  ministries and —— Director of the Office of
institutions. His Majesty Jafar Hassan:
His Majesty called for Prime Minister Bisher increase in the volume of on all available investment pillars for investment Deputy Pr.ime Minister
enhancing communication Khasawneh said attracting investments. opportunities in priority in Jordan: adding that for Economic Affairs and
with investors inside and facilitating investment Investment Minister sectors. implementation will take Minister of State for Public
and outside Jordani and 1is a top priority for the Khuloud Saqqaf said the Minister Saqqaf noted place in parallel to regular Sector Modernisation Nasser
briefing them on investment government. noting that the ministry will soon launch an that the ministry’s action updates in numbers Shraideh. and Planning
opportunities. new investment environment online portal that willinclude plan focuses on qualityand and studies related to Minister =~ Zeina  Toukan
Speaking at the meetingc law has allowed for the comprehensive information excellence as two major promoting investment attended the meeting.

King, NATO secretary general
reaffirm strategic partnership

House discusses debtor
imprisonment decisions

Amman communiques.

Lower House Legal The committee's head:
Committee Wednesday MP Ghazi Thneibat; said
discussed communiques that the meeting comes
issued under Defense as the deadline. which
Order No. 28 of 2021 Was approved by Prime
related to debtor Minister Bishr Khasawneh:

imprisonment and impact
of their implementation
on Jordan's reform and
rehabilitation centers.
House Speakeri Ahmed
Safadic who partly chaired
the meeting: was briefed

to defer implementation
of debtor imprisonment
sentences: will end on April
30.

For his partc Ziyadat
said no decision was taken
yet regarding extension or

by Minister of Justice, —modification of the defense
Ahmed  Ziyadat. and order related to debtor
Director of Rehabilitation —imprisonment.

and Correction Ccenters Ziyadat  added that

Department  Brig. Gen.
Falah Majalic on the impact

the number of people in
Jordan's correctional and

Amman

His Majesty King Abdullah on
Wednesday received a phone call
from NATO Secretary General Jens
Stoltenberg.

The  phone «call covered
means of enhancing the deep-
rooted cooperation and strategic
partnership between Jordan and
NATO in military: training and
defence areas: as well as joint efforts

in countering terrorism. of implementing

Discussions  also  addressed
regional and international
developments: foremost of which is
the Palestinian cause.

HisMajestyand Secretary General
Stoltenberg expressed keenness
on maintaining coordination and
consultation between Jordan and
NATO on various issues of mutual
concern.

these

rehabilitation centers on

ISTD denies tax hike
on tobacco products

Amman

The Income and Sales Tax
Department (ISTD) affirmed
that no tax hike was taken on
any goods or services including

tobacco packs.

In a press statement on
department

Wednesday: the

affirmed its commitment to
the government's policy of
making no tax spikes or raising
financial burdens on citizens:
denying as "groundless” the
reports released by some news
websites about raising tax on
tobacco products.

Zarqa

The Hashemite
University (HU) signed
a memorandum of
understanding (MoU)
with the United Nations
Relief and Works Agency
for Palestine Refugees
(UNRWA) on Wednesday
to train UNRWA doctors
and improve health
care service quality for

Palestinian refugees.

The MoU. signed by
Director of UNRWA in
Jordan Olaf Baker and
HU's Vice President Khaled
Abu-Elteen stipulates
that the HU provides a
one-year training course
for five UNRWA doctors:
granting them a diploma
in primary health care in
family medicine.

February 1. 2023 which
was the date when the
amended defense order
came into effect: amounted
to about 94 inmates
convicted on debt cases.

In a related context
the minister said a total
of 122 inmates were
sentenced in debt cases
on April 25, 2023, with a
difference of 28 inmates
only. which indicates that
the amendment did not
have a "significant" impact
on increasing  debtor
imprisonment rulings.

With regard to cheques:
he noted the number of
prison inmates convicted of
cheque cases on February

/ (
% ’U% |
i W

Granting the diploma

will also help improve
medical  capacities  in
UNRWA's health sector.

Baker expressed his great
pleasure in the partnership
with the HU: which seeks
to  provide qualitative
academic medical training
that goes hand-in-hand with
UNRWA'sgoalsinproviding
Palestinian refugees with

1¢ 2023 reached about
146 while the number
of inmates convicted in
cheque cases on April 25
stood at 178 constituting
a difference of only 32
people.

The minister added
that the number of people

wanted to all Jordan's
execution departments
amounted to about

158,131 of whom 68% owe
a debt less than JD5. 000 .
and 87% with a debt less
than JD20.000.

Meanwhile. Majali said
inmate rate in Jordan's
reform and rehabilitation
centers reached 163% of
their full capacity.

Deal signed to train 5 UNRWA
doctors in family medicine

comprehensive services
that include education:
health care. relief aid
social ~ services refugee
camp infrastructure and
small project financing.
Abu-Elteen praised
UNRWA's efforts in Jordan:
underscoring the global
agency's role in building
medical capacities and
exchanging experiences.
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