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FM, UNRWA Commissioner-General
talk financial support for agency

Amman

Deputy Prime Minister
and Minister of Foreign
Affairs and Expatriates
Ayman  Safadi and
Commissioner-General
of the United Nations
Relief and Works Agency
(UNRWA) Philippe
Lazzarini discussed
Tuesday efforts to provide
the necessary financial
support for the agency to
bridge the financial deficit
and ensure it continues
to provide its services to
Palestinian refugees in
accordance with its UN
mandate.

Safadi and Lazzarini
stressed the need for the
international community
to take practical and
urgent steps to provide
the necessary financial
support to the agency
so that it continues to
provide its vital services to
refugees.

Safadi said that
empowering the agency

Jordan offers condolences to Egypt

financially and ensuring
its ability to implement its
UN mandate is an absolute
necessity to provide a
decent life for refugees
and an investment in
security and stability.

He stressed the
centrality of the agency's
role in providing
education, health
services and relief aid to

iy
s LD

Palestinian refugees and
the need for the UNRWA
to continue its work until
therefugeeissueisresolved
in a way that guarantees
Palestinians right to return
and a compensation
in  accordance  with
international legitimacy
resolutions within
the framework of a
comprehensive solution

to the Palestinian issue
based on the two-state
solution.

For his part. Lazzarini
lauded the "key role of
Jordan(" one of the biggest
host countries of refugees
and an indirect supporter
of Palestinian refugees
in terms of mobilizing
financial and political
support for the agency.

over death of official in Sudan

Amman
The Foreign Ministry
on Tuesday expressed
condolences to Egypt over
the death of the Assistant to
the administrative attache
at the Egyptian Embassy in
Khartoum: who was killed
amid fighting between rival
military factions in the
Sudanese capital.

In a statement. the
ministry reiterated its call

for all parties in Sudan
to exercise restraint; put
an immediate end to the
fighting, resume dialogue:
and abide by the political
framework agreement
in order to bring about a
new phase that meets the
aspirations of the Sudanese
people and contributes to
bolstering security: political
and economic stability in
the African country.

LOCAL WEDDING VENUE INDUSTRY IN
DIRE STRAITS, SAY STAKEHOLDERS

AMMAN

The local wedding venues
industry is facing harsh challenges
in rapid succession: according to
stakeholders.

“The sector is struggling to keep
up: and is increasingly bearing
the brunt of the COVID-19
pandemic. Things just did not go
back to normal:” said Mamun Al
Manaseer: head of the Wedding
Venues and Planning Businesses
Association.

Figures from the Wedding
Venues and Planning Businesses
Association showed that over
100 venues and halls have
permanently closed over the past
three years.

Many businesses operating in
the industry are in critical financial
distress due to significant declines
in bookings and reservations:
Manaseer told The Jordan Times.

“Way before Ramadan started.
wedding reservations did not
exceed 25 per cent of the venues’
capacities.” he said.

Manaseer called on the
government to support the
industry and regulate the emerging
farm weddings industry in order
to ensure business continuity and
recovery within the sector.

“Despite the fact that summer

is approaching: business is not
coming backi and our revenues
have dropped by at least 40 to 45
per cent.”” Mahmoud Zakaria: the
manager of a wedding venue in
Zarqa: told The Jordan Times on
Thursday.

Before and during Ramadan.

Zakaria’s venue offered discounts
on various wedding packages to
garner higher customer demand.
“However. the situation remained
the same:” he said: attributing the
stagnation in the sector to the wide
diversity and availability of venue
options.
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CDD puts out fire in
Amman auto shops

Amman

The Civil Defense Department
(CDD) personnel put out a fire that
broke out at several auto shops in
the capital.

In a statement on Tuesday:

Media spokesperson for the Public
Security Department said that
no one sustained any injuries
from the incident. adding that an
investigation into the cause of the
fire is underway.

Jordanian ambassador
visits detained MP in Israel

Amman

The Jordanian ambassador in Tel
Avivi Ghassan Majalic accompanied
by the consul at the embassy. visited
MP Imad Adwan: who was arrested
by the Israeli authorities a few days
ago for allegedly trying to smuggle
weapons and gold.

Sinan  Majalic the  official
spokesperson for the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs and Expatriates. said

MP Adwan had told the ambassador

that he is in good health and has not
been subjected to any physical or
psychological abuse.

Majali said that the Jordanian
ambassador spoke with MP Adwan
about the circumstances of his
arrest and interrogation: and
made sure that the conditions of
his detention respect his legal and
human rights.

Scores of extremist settlers
storm Al-Agqsa Mosque

Jerusalem
Dozens of Jewish extremist
settlers early Tuesday stormed

the Al-Agsa Mosque/ al-Haram
al-Sharif compound in occupied
East Jerusalem. A statement by
the General Islamic Endowments
Department in Jerusalem said that

the settlers carried out today’s raids
through al-Magharebah Gate under
the heavy protection of Israeli police:
who restricted Muslim worshippers’
access to the mosque.

"The settlers toured the mosque’s
yards and provocatively performed
their Talmudic rituals." it added.

Jordan committed to global efforts
to catch up on vaccination: Minister

Amman

Jordan's Health Minister, Firas
Hawaric Monday said Jordan is
"committed to global efforts to
catch up and compensate for the
missed progress" for vaccination
by restoring coverage rates and
covering children who missed
vaccination and strengthening
primary health care.

On World Vaccination Week
2023 World Health Organisation
(WHO) said the organisation
is working with its countries to
protect people. especially children:
from vaccine-preventable diseases:
according a WHO statement.

WHO representative in Jordan:
Dr Jamila Raabi said: "As the World
Health Organisation celebrates the
75th anniversary of its founding;

Y

we recall the public health successes
that have led to an improvement
in the quality of life during the
past seven decadesc most notably
the achievements of the Expanded
Programme for Vaccination. which
saved millions of lives worldwide
and continues to do so to this day."



for Risha Gas Field by 2030

Amman

The National Petroleum
Company (NPC) has set
its sights on achieving an
ambitious target - ramping
up natural gas production
from the Risha gas field to
200 million cubic feet per day
(mcfpd) through continuous
upgrades spanning the years
2024 to 2030.

Output from the eastern
field remained in the vicinity
of 50mcfpd during the 2020-
2023 period.

Data from the Ministry
of Energy and Mineral
Resources indicates that
in 2021 the average daily
consumption of natural gas
in industries was 24mcfpd:
whereas the average daily
consumption for electric
power  generation  was
340mcfpd: accounting for 73
percent of the total.

NPC's annual report for
2022 revealed a decline in
average daily sold production
quantities to 14.7mcfpd: a
drop from 17.8mcfpd in the
previous year. Nevertheless:
production capacity surged
to 30mcfpd by the end of
2022.

The  company linked
the drop in production
quantities to the shutdown of
gas turbines in the Risha field
for a 65-day stretch last year:
spanning from 102022/17/ to
122022/21/. The government
decision to transfer
ownership of these turbines
from the Central Electricity
Generating Company to
the Samra Electric Power
Company necessitated the
temporary shutdown.

Magnitude 7.1 earthquake hits
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In 2022; the gas sold
dropped to 5.382 billion
cubic feetc down 17.5 percent
from the 6.526 billion cubic
feet in 2021¢ due to the
shutdown. This led to a dip
in the company's gas sales
revenue to JD12:021.899;
an 8.2 percent decline of
JD1.068:454 dinars from the
previousyear'sJD13.090.353.

NPC's  profit  before
income tax for the year
ending December 31: 2022
amounted to JD4.236(364

representing a 37.6
percent decrease from the
JD6.787.548 reported in
2021. The net profit. after
the provision for income tax
for 2022 and tax settlements
for previous yearsc was
JD2.862:319: or JDO0.191 per
share of net profit. Equity
saw a boost to JD37.274.474
by the end of 2022/ an 8.3%
increase from JD34.412.155
in  2021. Furthermore:
the total assets rose by 9.8
percent. from JD43.029.599

in 2021 to JD47.243,950 by
year-end 2022. The Risha gas
field: located in northeastern
Jordan approximately 370 km
from Amman. was discovered
in 1985 and began production
in 1989. The field is currently
operated by the National
Petroleum Company. which
holds a concession agreement
with the government. As
of the end of 2020. 53 wells
had been drilled with an
average production capacity
of 27 million cubic feet per

day. and the gas is used to
generate electricity on site.
The cumulative production
from 1989 to 2019 reached
approximately 8.223 billion
cubic feet. Established in
1995; the National Petroleum
Company is a public

shareholding company
in which the Jordanian
government's investment

management company holds
a 99.9 percent stake. The
company is engaged in oil
and gas exploration across the

Kingdom. Under the Risha
concession agreement signed
in 1996 which is valid for
50 years with the possibility
of extension: the National
Petroleum Company has the
right to explore and produce
oil within the concession area:
as well as undertake related
operations. This includes
exploration and development
of oil and natural gas:
production; marketing: and
transportation of gas and oil
extracted in the Kingdom.

Twenty Jordanians arrived in

off Indonesia’s Sumatra island

Amman
A magnitude-7.1  offshore
earthquake occurred in the

Indian Ocean off the west coast of
Indonesia’s Sumatra island:. the
US Geological Survey reported on
Tuesday.

The strong undersea earthquake
sent streams of people fleeing to
higher ground: after a tsunami
warning was briefly triggered.

The initial tremor occurred at
a depth of about 15 km. Strong to
violent shaking was reported in
areas close to the epicenter. with
moderate to strong tremors felt in
more distant areas of the island of
Sumatra and weak to light shaking
experienced as far as Singapore and
Kuala Lumpur. There have been no
initial reports of damage or casualties
as a result of the earthquake.

JFDA closes 19 food facilities
during Eid Al-Fitr holiday

L

Amman

The Jordan Food and
Drug Administration (JFDA)
shut down 19 alimentation
facilities and suspended 70
others for violating health
standards during the Eid Al-
Fitr holiday.

The JEDA's inspection teams
carried out 800 campaigns:
destroying 3 tons of food and

900 liters of liquid and seizing
28 tons and 1,500 liters as
samples from the local market's

foodstuffsc JFDA  Director-
General Nizar Mheidat said on
Tuesday.

The JFDA conducted an
intensive  monitoring  plan
during the Eid holiday to
ensure the flow of safe food
products to Jordanians.

Jordan from Sudan Monday morning

Amman

The Foreign Ministry
Monday said 20 Jordanians
arrived in the Kingdom
after being evacuated from
Sudan aboard a German
plane sent to evacuate

Germans from the war-
torn country.

The ministry stated that
it is following up on the
well-being of Jordanians
in Sudan supported by
the Jordanian embassy

in Port Sudan. It noted
that the ministry would
provide whatever support
to Jordanians stranded in
Sudan.

The Jordanian
evacuation planes of the

Royal Jordanian Air Force
arrived after midnight last
night at Marka Military
Airport  from  Sudan.
carrying 343 Jordanians:
Palestinians: Iraqis: Syrians
and Germans.

Security Council to discuss Middle
East, including Palestinian question

New York

The Security Council will
hold its quarterly open debate
Tuesday on "The situation in
the Middle East: including
the Palestinian question".

Russiac as April’s Security
Council  President:  has
chosen to convene the
debate at the ministerial
level. Russian  Minister
of Foreign Affairs Sergey
Lavrov is expected to chair
the meeting while Special
Coordinator for the Middle
East Peace Process Tor
Wennesland will deliver a
briefing.

During the meeting
participants will choose to
share their views on the
complex dynamics in the
region: focusing on the
stagnation of the Palestinian-
Israeli settlement and the
escalation of tensions.
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