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Do the initiatives of His
Highness the Crown
Prince constitute a road
map for the parties in
empowering youth?

Dr. Abbas Al-Maharma
The mayor of Sahab

In the context of our diagnosis of the reality

. of the parties on the Jordanian scene; as we
discussed in a previous article , we indicated
that the parties in the current period have
focused on mobilizing members more than
they focused on party programs, and we
stressed that this contradicts the idea of
the existence of parties in the first place,
because parties are basically programs
around which members gather and seek to
implement those party programs.

Today, we will shed light on another problem
that the parties face in the Jordanian arena,
and this problem is related to the stagnation
of the elites within the party, which will
necessarily lead to the stagnation of the
elites and their lack of renewal, and this
matter contradicts the philosophy of the
parties, which is keen on the instability of the
elites within the party.

There is another matter related to the position
of youth in the Jordanian parties, as most
parties are still keen to attract political elites
with a long history in political work, in which
this polarization affects deeply the youth
positions within the parties. Therefore, they
need real opportunities to unleash their
. energies and play their desired role.

However, this necessarily requires
providing appropriate opportunities for
youth creativity within the parties, secondly;
benefiting from these youth energies to
develop party performance and reduce elite
concentration within the parties by providing
real opportunities to strengthen youth elites.

In this context, we emphasize that the parties
are invited to benefit from the initiatives of
His Highness, Crown Prince Al Hussein bin
Abdullah , in empowering youth, as these
initiatives represent a road map that can
be used practically in the context of youth
empowerment. .

The importance of these initiatives lies in the
fact that they seek to provide the appropriate
opportunities for youth creativity with the
aim of advancing development processes.
Accordingly to this; parties can benefit
from the experiences of the Crown Prince
Foundation in empowering and supporting
youth, which provides new opportunities for
youth that would support the development of
the Jordanian party experience.
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Demand for Jordanian
dmar soars, says JCC

Amman

Jordan exchange
market has seen a major
demand for the Jordanian
dinar ahead of the Eid
Al-Fitr, the representative
of financial and banking
sector at the Jordan
Chamber of Commerce
(JCC): Firas Sultan; said
on Wednesday. In a

statement to the Jordan

News Agency (Petra)
Sultan highlighted that
the surge in demand
for the local currency is
propelled by the growing
inflow of remittances
from Jordanian expats
and an expanding tourism
industry. According to
data by the Central Bank

P

of Jordan (CBJ). the
Kingdom'stourismincome
amounted to $1.671 billion
during the first quarter
of 2023 jumping by 88.4
percent compared to the
same period last year.
Sultan also expected that
other currencies: such as
the Egyptian pound and
the Turkish lirac would
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experience a surge in
demand in the upcoming
period due to the increased
bookings for outbound
tourism during the Eid Al-
Fitr holiday. The financial
services sector operates
around 250 companies
across the Kingdom:
employing about 4.000
Jordanians.

Jordan joins global celebrations
for World Heritage Day

Amman

Jordan is joining the rest
of the world in celebrating
World  Heritage  Day:
which is observed on April
18 each year.

To mark the occasion:
the Ministry of Tourism
and Antiquities on Tuesday
illuminated the Kingdom's
six World Heritage sites
in bluec while selected
archaeological sites were lit
in violet.

Minister of Tourism and
Antiquities Makram Qaisi
stated that the occasion
serves as a reminder of
the strength of cultural

and natural heritage at
the locali nationali and
global levels. especially
that such places reflect
the accomplishments of
earlier civilizations. their
diversity.  inventiveness:
social relations values; and
beliefs. "World Heritage
Day urges us to celebrate
all of the world's cultures
in generali and our six
sites in particular. as well
as to spread awareness
of  significant  cultural
monuments and places:" he
added. With six locations
listed as UNESCO World
Heritage Sites: including

the Baptism Site of Jesus
Christ; Petra; Qasr Amra:
Umm  ar-Rasasc Wadi
Rum: and As-Salti Qaisi
indicated  that Jordan
aspires to offer a basis of
a framework for global
cooperation in preserving
and sustaining cultural
assets and natural places
around the world.

Director of the
Department of Antiquities:
Fadi Balawi: said that world
heritage is a resource that
belongs to all humankind.
and the international
community must work
together to conserve and

HOUSING SECTOR C

preserve it as a priceless
treasure. He added that
Jordan’s six sites on the
World Heritage List and
the 15 sites on the tentative
list have received the
department's full attention
to safeguard: enhance. and
maintain them.

Additionally. he noted
that the department will
organize a variety of events
and activities that aim to
raise awareness about the
importance of cultural
heritage and encourage
people to explore and
appreciate the country's
rich history.
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Foreign Ministry condoles China
over Beijing hospital fire victims

Amman

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs
and Expatriates expressed its
deepest condolences to the friendly
People's Republic of China over
victims of a hospital fire in Beijing
which resulted in a number of

deaths and injuries.

In a statement on Wednesday:
the ministry affirmed the Kingdom's
sympathy with China: expressing its
condolences to the victims' families
and wished the injured a speedy
recovery.

Authorities to beef up market
monitoring during Eid holiday

Amman

The Ministry of Industry. Trade
and Supply prepared an action plan
to monitor local markets during
Eid Al-Fitr holiday: which beefs up
monitoring campaigns on various
economic sectors.

According to the plan market
observers are scheduled to start
working in all the Kingdom's
governorates on the second day of
Eid vacation( focusing on sectors
of importance to consumers:
especially bakeries: dessert and
garment  shops: restaurants:

fuel stations( electrical and
household appliances stores( and
butcheries.

In a statement on Wednesday:
the ministry said the "intensive"
monitoring drive on the markets
will continue during Eid holiday:
and will take all legal measures
against violators.

The ministry also called on
citizens to report market grievances
on its number: 065661176 stressing
that it will deal with complaints
"immediately"” and take legal
measures in this regard.

Norwegian delegation visits
Jordan Media Institute

Amman

Her Royal Highness Princess
Rym al-Alic founder of the Jordan
Media Institute (JMI)¢ met with
a delegation from the Norwegian
Institute of Journalism. led by its

Head Siri Skaalmo.

Her  Highness and the
delegation discussed a
cooperation  agreement they
had previously signed and

explored future projects aimed at
journalism training.

The meeting tackled the critical
role of the press in promoting

values of  justice« dialogue:
openness to others and acceptance
of difference in order to push
democracy forward: in addition
to artificial intelligence challenges
in newsrooms and the importance
of journalists' critical thinking
and analytical skills in using new
technologies.

Torry Pederson: a trainer at the
Norwegian institute and an expert
in digital transformation: held a
2-day training workshop for JMI's
master's students in journalism and
media.

Search for border guard lost in
recent floods continues: Army

Amman

A Jordan Armed Forces-Arab
Army official on Wednesday said
the search for 1st Lit. Muthana
Shugirat: who was carried away by
flash floods while on duty in his
military vehicle on the southern
borders of the Kingdom last week:
is still underway. Furthermore: the
official stated that the Armed Forces'

General Command has deployed
all available resources: including
search and rescue teams backed by
aircraft from the Royal Air Force
and specialized civil defense units:
adding that search efforts have been
augmented by the use of drones and
advanced technological tools: all
in the hopes of finding the missing
officer.

CHALLENGES PERSIST

DESPITE GAINS, SAY STAKEHOLDERS

AMMAN

Despite the housing
sector’s strong performance:
there remain challenges
that hinder its growth:
mainly high interest rates
and sales tax according to
stakeholders.

On  Monday: Jordan
Housing Developers
Association (JHDA)

President Kamal Awamleh(
told The Jordan Times that
housing sales witnessed an
increase of around 25 per
cent during the first quarter
of 2023 when compared
with the same period of
2022.

During Ramadan. sales
are usually down: which
Awamleh considers normal
but still the sector has
witnessed a “good increase”
in transaction performance:
compared with previous
years.

Awamleh said that there is
no run-up in prices: as sector
investors seek to encourage
people to buy residential

properties. especially first-
time homebuyers. However:
this has negatively affected

investors’ profits:

added.
Moreover:

which might force investors
to pull out of the market: he

Awamleh

interest
stressing  the

noted that housing loan
rates are
need for
programmes that subsidise

housing loans.

high. Mahmoud Salah,

Jordan Times that

housing expert: told The
“there

is a need for supportive
and clearer regulations”
as sometimes there can be
difficulties in carrying out
certain dealings.

Agreeing with Awamleh.
he pointed out that among
the  major  challenges
affecting the sector are
the high interest rates. in
addition to the high sales tax
on production inputs.

According to Awamleh.
around 6000 apartments
were sold during the first
quarter of 2023 compared
with 6,077 apartments sold
in the same period of 2022.

Awamleh noted that
the 25 per cent increase
witnessed during the first
quarter of this year includes
land plots.

Touching on  other
challenges: the Housing
Developers Association

president said that investors
sometimes face difficulties
and long waiting periods
when obtaining approvals to
buy land plots.
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Amman

During the holy month of
Ramadan: Jordanians take
great pride in having dates
as a staple on their tables.
This smart functional food is
the first thing consumed by
those who are fasting: as it
swiftly replenishes the body's
energy levels.

Experts worldwide hail
dates as a wonder food: and
Jordanian dates: produced
by 750,000 palm trees
spanning  across 45.000
dunums( are renowned for
their exceptional quality.

A recent study published
in the International Journal
of Food Sciences and
Nutrition has revealed the
incredible health benefits
of dates. Bursting with
vital nutrients. dates are a
potent source of energy that
rapidly replenishes fasting
individuals. They not only
safeguard the brain against
inflammation and oxidative
stress but also provide ample
dietary fiber and are loaded
with natural antioxidants
and total phenolsc making
them an outstanding
dietary supplement.
Anwar Haddad: the head
of the Jordanian Dates
Association: highlighted that
40 percent of Jordanians'
date consumption takes
place during Ramadan. He
emphasized the importance
of incorporating dates into
one's diet year-round and
across all age groups: as
they are regarded as smart
functional food.

Haddad noted that the
dates industry currently adds
an estimated value of $50
million to the economy each
year. Howeverc projections

Police: Motorist who drove van
oft cliff in protest committed
"intolerable" traffic infractions

Amman When the police officer
A video of a motorist requested the man to furnish
abandoning his mini van his driver's and

and letting it careen down a
steep valley in the southern
governorate of Karak in protest

Jordanian dates become
the go-to smart food of Ramadan
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anticipate a  substantial
increase in this number; up
to $150 million or even $200
million in the years to come.

This growth can be
attributed to the fact that
the cultivated area of palm
treesc which is currently at
20 percent of the Jordan
Valley's total area: is expected
to  continue expanding
according to Haddad.

He explained: "In Jordan:
we have approximately 45
thousand dunums of palm
farms. home to over 750,000
palm trees. Our production

vehicle's
licenses; it turned out that the
man had let his vehicle license
expire for 8 months. and his

stands at around 30.000
tons. with 20,000 tons of the
premium Medjool variety:
followed by 13 percent of the
Barhi variety and 7 percent of
other varieties. "

He emphasized that the
yearly increase in cultivated
areas ranges between 12
to 15 percent. and there is
both horizontal and vertical
expansion in production. It
is expected that the number
of palm trees will reach one
million in just a few years.

Haddad also highlighted
that there are approximately

500 palm farms in Jordan
with 350 specialized in
cultivating the premium
Medjool type. Over 12.000
tons of datesc primarily
Medjool: are exported to
more than 15 countries
worldwide: owing to their
perennial popularity and
high demand.

He made it clear that
Jordanian Medjool dates have
become a household name
worldwide: representing a
sizable 15 percent share of
the global Medjool market.
Moreover. Jordan ranks as

the ninth country globally
in terms of the export value
of dates of all types: and
the thirteenth in terms of
quantity exported to the
global market.

He pointed out that
Medjool dates originally
hail from Morocco and were
subsequently introduced
to America and the Middle
East. However: he attributed
the exceptional quality of
Jordanian dates to their
farms' unique location in
the Jordan Valley: which is
situated below sea level and

LOCAL

provide ideal conditions for
natural ripening. During the
growing season« Medjool
dates in Jordan mature
under gentle temperatures:
akin to simmering on
low heat as Haddad put
it. He also emphasized
the exceptional skill and
expertise ~of  Jordanian
farmers in  cultivating
and producing dates of
unparalleled global quality.
In regard to the export of
Jordanian dates; he stated:
"We export 65 percent of our
total production. Over the
past five years. there has been
a surge in the establishment
of state-of-the-art packaging
industries and workshops.
Currently: there are about
ten companies in Jordan
specializing in packaging:

sorting.  and storing

dates: using  top-notch

international technology."
Nutritionist Tahani

Jazzazi noted that dates fall
under the category of dried
fruits and are therefore
naturally high in calories
as opposed to fresh fruits.
Additionally: the nutritional
value of dates varies between
different types of dates.

The expert pointed out
that dates are rich in calories:
with a 100-gram serving of
Medjool dates containing
277 calories: primarily in the
form of carbohydrates.

Jazzazi emphasized that
dates are rich in antioxidants:
which play a crucial role
in combating aging and
preventing  diseases. This
is due to their capacity to
neutralize  harmful free
radicals that can cause health
issues when their levels
exceed the required limit.

JCDC discusses antimicrobial

resistance plan update

¥

of a traffic ticket he received has  driver's license had been invalid Amman its projects and activities Qutob highlighted the framework of its work
made waves on social media. for 18 months: according to the The Jordanian National ©ver the last five years need to secure additional tasks under its governing
However. the authorities PSD statement. Furthermore: Center for Epidemiology (20182022-).  According resources to support its legislationc is  working
have asserted that the man's during the license inspection: and Communicable to aJCDC statement issued implementation and to prepare a review of all
behavior  was completely the police officer uncovered Diseases Control (JCDC) Wednesday. the «center's expand the scope of the plan's axes: verify the
unwarranted; as he had that the vehicle's color had discussed updating the head: . Ra'eda Qutob: said monitoring data from the current work mechanism
committed severe traffic been modified: diverging from national plan to combat the national monitoring health sector to include to assess activities already
violations. According to the the color listed on the license: antimicrobial resistance Systems help to determine decision makers in other held so far to combat
Public Security Department which is a violation of traffic (AMR) ¢ which is being the necessary measures for sectors. This datac she antimicrobial resistance:
the driver in question was cited regulations: the police said. currently being drafted. any interventions: pointing added: should be wused she pointed out.
for obstructing the flow of The PSD said that the During its meeting to the need to review: in planning activities to Qutob added that this
traffic by parking his vehicle in citations were entirely lawful held with specialists at update and  prioritize address antimicrobial review also seeks to see
the middle of the road. Despite and that the police officer was Ministry of Health, in the activities of the national resistance to achieve a impactofthese activities on
repeated requests from traffic well within their rights to take presence of a representative action programs and their comprehensive "One developing evidence-based
police to remove his vehicle action against such violations: from World Health timeframes. Health" approach and policies and decisions
the driver refused and said Which are intolerable and must Organization (WHO). Stressing importance promote cooperation and and evaluate procedures
he needed to complete his be addressed in accordance the center revisited its ©Of updating the coordination between and indicators adopted to
shopping first. with the law. plan to review and follow national plan to combat sectorsatthe nationallevel. achieve strategic objectives
up implementation  of antimicrobial  resistance: The center¢ within the within the plan.
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