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Deal signed to hold first cyber
security summit next September

Amman

The National Cyber
Security Center (NCSC)
and the Information
and Communications
Technology Association
of Jordan  (Int@j)
signed a memorandum
of understanding on
Tuesday to coordinate the
first Jordan cyber security
summit next September.

The Dot Cyber
Summit will tackle global
cybersecurity market
size.  cloud security
solutions:  virus and
malware protection:

threat detection tools:
security analysis. identity
and access management
services: fraudandhacking
protectionc and  other
services and products
aimed at protecting cyber
information and systems:
according to an NCSC
statement. Government
institutions: Jordanian
cybersecurity companies:
financial institutions. and
banks will be brought
together under one roof.
President of the NCSC
Bassam Maharmeh
said the summit: which

will be a meeting point
of prominent figures:
seeks  to  strengthen
Jordan's presence on
the cybersecurity map:
focusing on infrastructure
protection and  basic
digital services.
Chairman of
Eid Swais said the
summit will pave the
way for cybersecurity
advancement throughout
the public and private
sectors and help Jordanian
enterprises regionally
promote their products.
Swais  cited  global

Int@j

reports that anticipated
the global cybersecurity
market size to expand from
$173 billion in 2022 to
$266 billion in 2023 while
other research shows that
the Middle East and North
Africaregion cybersecurity
market size amounted to
$20 billion by the end of
2022, predicting it will top
$44 billion by 2027 due
to the potential increase
in data size and cloud
computing use and the
expanding of the Internet
of Things and global digital

transformation.

KAFD opens registration for 4th round of
community entrepreneurship challenge

Amman

The King Abdullah II
Fund for Development
(KAFD) on Tuesday
said it is  receiving
applications for the fourth
round of its Community
Entrepreneurship
Challenge project. In a
press statement. the KAFD
said that the project comes
in line with His Majesty
King Abdullah II's vision
of youth being the main
drivers of change and
commitment to leveraging
their productive capabilities
in finding solutions to the
challenges facing their

JORDAN,

local communities by
developing their talents
and encouraging them to
lead and innovate.

The statement indicated
that the base of the
target groups has been
expanded according to
the development plan of
the project by raising the
age of the applicant for the
individuals and groups
category from 2235- years
old to 2240- years old: in
addition to including civil
society institutions among
the sectors that are able
to apply. The project: the
statement added: aims to

support young people and
help them implement new
entrepreneurial  projects
or develop their existing
projectsc improve  their
qualityc.  and enhance
their impact on local
communities; in addition
to  promoting  positive
competition and spreading
the culture oftakinginitiative
giving backc and active
citizenship among youth.
The fund called on those
wishing to apply to fill out
an application through the
registration platform (www.
join.kafd.jo) between the
period from April 18 to

May 15 under the specified
conditions and criteria. The
selected projects will receive
technical support in the
form of a training program
aimed at developing the idea
of the project and financial
support of no more than
JD5.000 for individuals and
groups: while civil society
organizations will receive
JD10.000 to  JD15.000.
According to the fund:
a neutral and specialized
technical committee of
experts will review and study
the submitted applications:
evaluate them and select
qualified projects.
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Agents say Eid domestic

tour bookings up

Amman
Local

travel agencies have

reported a significant surge in the
uptake of bookings for domestic
tourism tours during the Eid Al-
Fitr holiday. In interviews with the
Jordan News Agency (Petra). they
called on hotels and tourist transport
companies to offer pocket-friendly
rates to entice Jordanian citizens
into choosing local tourism as their
first choice.

Salameh Khattar, a member of

the board of directors for the Jordan
Society of Tourism and Travel
Agents noted that the "Urdun
Jannah" program has been a boon
for domestic tourism. galvanizing
locals
picturesque destinations: especially
since the program's expenses are
backed by the Ministry of Tourism
and Antiquities. as well as the Jordan

to

explore  numerous

Tourism Board (JTB).

He also «called for further
bolstering the tourism sector. which
is a vital industry that supports and
stimulates the national economy.

Amjad Al-Maslamanic the CEO
of Dallas Travel and Tourism and
an investor in the aviation sector:
highlighted the exceptional demand
for domestic tourism trips during
the Eid Al-Fitr season: noting that
transportation and hotel rates are
currently "high".

Ashraf Hammad: owner of the
Montana Travel and Tourism
Company: highlighted the tourism
agencies' endeavors to furnish
a gamut of deals and activities
tailored to suit all citizens: noting
that demand tends to soar during
holidays: particularly in the "Golden
Triangle" of Aqaba; Wadi Run: and
Petra; as well as the Dead Sea.

B SIGN $650MLN AGREEMENTS TO

SUPPORT CLIMATE, ELECTRICITY, JOB CREATION

Washington

Jordan and the World
Bank (WB) on Monday
loan
support

sealed two new
agreements  to
climate-responsive
investments and

help
improve the efficiency of
Jordan’s electricity sector.

T y

5

it

The agreements were
signed by Minister of
Planning and International
Cooperation: Zeina Toukan,
and the World Bank
Country Director for the
Middle East Department:
Jean-Christophe Carret: on
the sidelines of the World
Bank Spring Meetings in
Washington DC.

According to a WB
statement on  Tuesday:
the international financial
institution approved
additional  financing  of
$400 million for the Jordan
Inclusive: Transparent:
and Climate Responsive
Investments Program for
Results to intensify efforts
to boost climate-responsive
public and private
investment; promote jobs
and business opportunities
for women: and strengthen
government effectiveness
through participatory:
data and evidence-based
policymaking.

It also approved
additional financing of $250
million for the Electricity
Sector  Efficiency  and
Supply Reliability Program
for Results: which aims to

improve the efficiency of
Jordan’s electricity sector:
maintain  the country’s
significant ~ progress  on
the reliability of electricity
servicee and  strengthen
sector governance.

"We  appreciate  the
continued partnership
and support of the WB
for Jordan’s reform and
development priorities.
These two new programs will
help the government’s efforts
to implement the Economic
Modernization Vision
Executive Program 2023-
2025 which is focused on

advancing Jordan’s climate
agenda, promoting green
investment-led growth: and
improving the efficiency and
reliability of our electricity
sector." said Zeina Toukan.
For his part. Carret said
that thanks to adaptive
policies: Jordan has shown
resilience to major regional
and global crises: adding
that these two programs will
support the Government of
Jordan’s economic reform
agendaandhelp theKingdom
continue its home-grown
structural reforms to achieve
inclusive. sustainable and

investment-led growth and
job creation: particularly for
youth and women.

Since 2021¢ Jordan has

strengthened its climate
agenda including by scaling
up its commitments to the

Nationally Determined
Contribution (NDCs):
by significantly increasing
emission reduction

targets; and by prioritizing
green public and private
investments.

The additional financing
will aim to  further
strengthen the quality of
public  investment and

prioritize climate-responsive
public investment: including
through public-private
partnerships. It will enable a
stronger set of interventions
to scale up financing
including supporting
steps toward the possible
issuance of a sovereign
green bond in the future
and the implementation of a
National Green Taxonomy.
Program  activities  will
support reforms and
investments that create job
opportunities.

The program will also
aim to support government

accountability and
information  sharing by
incentivizing  government
responsiveness to citizen
feedback through
e-participation and

supporting the production
and analysis of critical
statistical information

to inform policymaking:
including on  gender.
In accordance with the
recommendations of the
Jordan Country Climate
and Development Report
the PforR will also support
Jordan’s goals to achieve a
low-carbon trajectory with
the current NDC target of 31
percent of renewable energy
in the electricity supply mix.

Jordan has made
significant  progress in
improving the reliability

of its electricity supply:
increasing the share of
renewable energy in the
electricity supply mix from 6
percentin 2017 to 26 percent
in 2021 and introducing
private investments in the
sector  through  public-
private partnerships.
Despite these achievements:
the electricity sector faces
several  challenges that
impede efficient growth
in the long term. These
include the National
Electric Power Company’s
(NEPCO) difficult financial
situation: the increase in
electricity purchase costs:
and the increase in debt
service costs.
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Senate president,
Romanian envoy talk ties

Amman

Senate President Faisal Fayez
ind Romanian Ambassador George
Cristian on Tuesday discussed
‘ordanian-Romanian relations and
‘he need to strengthen them in
rarious fields.

During the meetingi Fayez
inderscored  Jordan's  position
-egarding the Palestinian cause. The
ey to peace in the region is a just
solution to the Palestinian cause:
~hich can only be achieved through
nternational legitimacy resolutions

and the two-state solution. added
Fayez.

Cristian lauded Jordan's role
under the leadership of His Majesty
King Abdullah II in bringing about
peace and restoring security and
stability to the region: pointing
to many aspects of cooperation
between Romania and Jordan.

He stressed his country's
endeavor to develop its ties with
Jordan in various fields to serve
the common interests of the two
countries and peoples.

ASE closes trading
on higher note

Amman

The Amman Stock Exchange
(ASE) closed Tuesday's trading
session up by 0.2 percent at 2,458
points. A total of 3.6 million
shares were traded through 2.261

transactions at a trading value of
JD5 million. The closing prices of
20 companies with traded shares
went up: while 27 others declined.
The prices of the shares of 29 others
remained unchanged.

Minister orders release of
551 administrative detainees
ahead of Eid holiday

Amman
Minister of Interior Mazen
Faraya instructed administrative

yovernors on Tuesday to release
551 administrative detainees who
lo not pose any threat to society
ind public order to ensure their

reintegration into society ahead of
the Eid al-Fitr holiday.

The decision is part of the
ministry's approach to address
the administrative detention issue
by only holding those who pose a
threat to themselves or others.

Investment opportunities in
Dead Sea Corniche announced

Amman

The Jordan Free and
Development Zones Group
(JFDZG) on Tuesday
announced investment
opportunities to  develop

the northwestern part of the
Dead Sea Corniche: with an
estimated investment size of

JD150 million.

According to a statement:
the group is offering up
the land in exchange for
the investor preparing and
building the infrastructure

and implementing investment
projects according to the
technical studies submitted
to the group by the applicant
within a specific timetable. The
group willi in return: receive
an annual percentage of the
revenue from the implemented
projects according to a report
made by a certified auditor.

The group called on investors
wishing to develop the area to
register via e-mail dev.zone@
jfdz.jo: adding that a field visit
to the location will be arranged
to offer further details.

The group is calling on

applicants to provide a technical
study and an initial conception

of the project: including
the volume of investment
expected number of employees:
a description of the elements
and components of the project
and a layout of the facilities.
Additionally: applicants
must provide a preliminary
feasibility study that includes
the costs of construction and
operation. sources of financing
and financial solvency. a
timetable for the project: a
copy of the trade registration
of the applicant's company and
any other commercial records:
in addition to its previous
experiences in similar projects.

and

According to a royal court
statement. King Abdullah
honoured 37

winners: in addition to nine
panel

national

five international

members and the

national participants from all
age groups and governorates:
as well as 43 international
participants from Arab and
Muslim countries.

The

LOCAL

Hashemite

f Quran competition

Amman competition’s supervisor. Competition for Holy

His Majesty King Certificates were handed Quran Memorisation and
Abdullah  on  Monday to winners at the closing Recitation for men and
honoured winners of the <ceremony: held at the King women is one of the oldest
international and  local Hussein bin Talal Mosque. Quran competitions at the
Hashemite Competition for This  cycle of the international level: launched
Holy Quran Memorisation competition saw the in 1993 with Royal support
and Recitation. participation of 1,000 andorganised annually by the

Ministry of Awqafand Islamic
Affairs. Since its inception:
the competition has witnessed
the participation of 30.000
contestants: including 1050
winners.

Tourism minister meets
Bishop of Tarbes and Lourdes

AMMAN

Minister of Tourism
and Antiquities Makram
Al Qaisi on Monday met
with Bishop of Tarbes and
Lourdes Marc Micas andan
accompanying delegation
to discuss the twinning
of the Lady of Lourdes
shrine located in the Naour
region: established in 2015,

with the Sanctuary of Our
Lady of Lourdes in France.

The meeting focused on
the ministry's continuous

efforts to  rehabilitate
developi and  promote
Christian pilgrimage

sites and other religious
destinations in Jordan: to
attract tourists from all
over the world: according

to the Jordan News Agency:
Petra. Qaisi emphasised
theimportance of providing
basic services for visitors
to these sites: including the
historic religious sites such
as the Baptism sitec Mount
Nebo: Mar Elias¢ Our Lady
of the Mountain. Madaba's
Mukawir( and the shrine of
Saint George the Martyr.

He also stressed the need to
extend the stay of Christian
pilgrims in several
Jordanian  governorates:
such as Madaba and others.

Bishop Micas affirmed
the significance of the
twinning project.  He
expressed his pride in his
first visit to Jordan: which
is considered "a holy land".

Jordan records $1.671b tourism
revenue in Q1 2023 — CBJ

AMMAN

Tourism revenue
amounted to $1.671 billion
during the first quarter
of 2023, an 88.4 per cent
increase compared to the
same period of last year:
data by the Central Bank of
Jordan (CBJ) revealed on

Monday.
According to the data
Jordanians'  expenditure

on outbound tourism rose
68.4 per cent during the
January-March period
of 2023 compared with
the first quarter of 2022
reaching $422.3 million.
the Jordan News Agency:
Petra( reported.

The data indicated a
growth of 49 per cent in
tourism income during
March 2023 standing at
JD435.8 million ($614.7
million) compared to

the same month last
year.
CBJ data attributed

the revenue spike to an
increase in the number

of tourists arriving in the
Kingdom during the first
quarter of 2023, which saw
1.476 million guests. This
figure marks a 90.7 per cent
increase from the previous
year's vacationers.
Overnight tourists
reached 1.204 million in
the January-March period

of 2023, up by 80.9 per
cent compared with the

corresponding period
of 2022, while one-day
tourists reached 272:100

individuals up by 151.2
per cent.

In March 2023,
Jordanians' expenditure on
tourism abroad amounted

to JD99.2 million ($139.9
million)c up by 26.2 per
cent compared with the
same month of 2022 the
figures showed.

Tourist expenditure
abroad increased by 68.4
per cent to JD299.4 million
($422.3 million). the CB]
data indicated.
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