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House committee, Turkish
envoy talk cooperation, region

Amman
Chairman of the
Lower House Foreign
Affairs Committee; MP

Khaldoun Haina: stressed
the importance of the
Hashemite custodianship
over Jerusalem's Islamic
and Christian holy sites.

During the committee's
meeting on Monday:
with Turkish ambassador
to Jordan: Erdem Ozan:
Haina called on halting
Israeli occupation forces'
attacks on the brotherly
Palestinian people.

Haina also referred to
harmony in Jordanian-
Turkish positions on
the key regional and
international crises:
especially  high-profile

issuesc as  the two
countries' leadership
make distinguished
stances in confronting
Israeli arrogance

towards the Palestinian
cause and its violations
against Jerusalem and its
sanctities.

Jordan: Haina noted:
is facing ‘"remarkable"
pressure on its resources
and infrastructure; for
receiving multiple refugee

waves: the latest was
Syrian.
Haina indicated that

return of Syria as an
Arab League member is a
"positive” sign: calling on
strengthening Jordanian-
Turkish  relations in
various tourism¢ trade:

economy and parliament

fields.

Meanwhile: the
committee's members
stressed the need to
strengthen bilateral
relations in various

medical and commercial
tourism fields.

The lawmakers offered
condolences to the
Turkish ambassador over
the recent earthquake:
which claimed lives of
thousands of victims.

For his part. the envoy
said Dbilateral relations
are  witnessing "great"
development in various
trade and tourism fields.

Stressing  "identical"
Turkish-Jordanian
position on the Palestinian

cause. Erdem highlighted
the necessity of making
just and comprehensive
peace to establish an
independent Palestinian
state on June 4. 1967
borders.

The envoy also pointed
to the importance of
restoring Syria to its
Arab depth by activating
its Arab League
membership: valuing
Jordan's initiative to help
Syria restore its Arab
League membership.

Erdem valued Jordan's
positions under  His
Majesty King Abdullah
II's positions for its
assistance provided
after the earthquake that
recently struck Turkiye.

WFP suspends operations in
Sudan after killing of 3 staff

Amman

UN Saturday
condemned the killing
of three World Food
Programme (WEP)
staff during clashes
in Sudan and that the
Programme suspended

operations in the
embattled country.

The Special
Representative of  the
Secretary-General of the
UN in Sudan: Volker
Peretz¢ stated that the

three staff members were

CABINET

Amman

Prime Minister Dr. Bishr
congratulated
Jordanian Christians on the
occasion of Easter holiday.
Chairinga Cabinetsession
on Sunday: Khasawneh said
this occasion is "dear to all

Khasawneh

people of the country”.
On the other

approved
reasons
of

for
Specialized

for 2023 and sent it to
Legislation

the status of urgency.

The bylaw aims to keep
pace up with the "high"
volume of reservations for
domestic and foreign tourist

groups compared to previous approved the validating the original text to dodge within the ASEZA borders principle of ACC's financial
years. reasons for an amended duplication or irregularity in in line with the recent law- independence and help
The  regulation was bylaw for administrative collecting the due fees. based amendments. control  spending  and
also made since tourist costs for services provided The Cabinet also approved In addition. the Cabinet stimulate growth in the
companies did not benefit by Department of Lands and the mandating reasons for approved the validating Kingdom's agricultural
from the previous Cabinet Surveys (DLS) for 2023; as amended Customs Bylaw reasons for administrative sector.
decision that gave a deadline the new Land Registration of Aqaba Special Economic organization  bylaw  of On the other hand
to rectify their situation Fees Law No. (7) of 2023 Zone Authority (ASEZA) Agricultural Credit Council of  Ministers
due to Covid-19 pandemic was endorsed. for 2023 to become in line Corporation (ACC) for approved National Strategy

hand.
the Council of Ministers
the mandating
amendments
Tourist
Transport Licensing Bylaw

and Opinion
Bureau to complete issuance
of procedures duly: giving it

the

killed in clashes that broke
out in the Kabkabiya
regionc North  Darfur.
according to the UN
News.

WFP announced the
suspension of its aid in
Sudan following the killing

repercussions:

entered into force shortly
after the decision was issued.
In addition: the Cabinet

which

The bylaw details fees
collected by DLS for land
transactions and scraps clash
in its articles; by amending

of the three staff.

Euronews reported that
the programme director:
Cindy McCain: stated: "We
are forced to temporarily
suspend our operations in
Sudan while we review the
security situation.”

SSUES SLEW OF DE

I

(JCD) to

with ASEZA law and enable
Jordan Customs Department
practice
regulate customs procedures
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Sectorial Skills Councils Bylaw
issued in Official Gazette

Amman

The Sectorial Skills Councils
Bylaw for 2023 was issued in
the Official Gazette on Sunday:
pursuant to Paragraph (e) of Article
(4) of Technical and Vocational
Skills Development Law No. (9) of
2019.

The newly-endorsed bylaw will
come into effect 1 month after its

publication date in the Official
Gazette.

On its goalsc the system
aims to regulate provisions to
establish sectoral skills councils:
set mechanism to hold their
meeting, take decisions: make
recommendations: carry out tasks
and determine their financial
resources.

New Labor Law No. 10 of 2023
published in Official Gazette

Amman

The new Labor Law No. (10)
of 2023 was issued in the Official
Gazette on Sunday. which will
come into effect two years after its
publication date.

Under amendments: Article (10)
of the original law allows and entails
outsourcing any entity inside or
outside the Kingdom according to
a regulation issued for this purpose
or licensing companies specializing
in a specific activity that employ
Jordanian workers and contract
employers to recruit this workforce.
Elaboration is made to firms with

mediating goals: which are entitled
to employ Jordanians inside and
outside the Kingdom.

The law also features steps
to regulate all affairs related to
worker recruitment and set terms:
conditions: procedures. fees and
licensing procedures of the sector's
companies and license renewal and
revocation.

The package sets the Ministry
of Labor's role in running and
supervising these companies and
identifies fees for their services: in
accordance with regulations issued
for this purpose.

JFDA carries out 5,800 inspections
since beginning of Ramadan

Amman
The Jordan Food and Drug
Administration's (JFDA)

monitoring and inspection teams
carried out 5.800 inspections in
various areas across the Kingdom
within its inspection campaign
during the holy month of Ramadan.

In a statement on Monday:
the General Director of the JFDA
Nizar Mubhaidat revealed that
the administration shut down 67
alimentation facilities: suspended
313 facilities and disposed of nearly

U

~

and Map which

2023¢ to be in line with the
Public Sector Modernization
would
contribute to strengthening

60.000 kilograms of foodstuffs that
violate health standards and more
than 5.000 liters of liquid foodstuffs
and 22,000 liters of beverages. It
also confiscated 265.000 kilograms
of foodstufts for testing.

The JFDA called on citizens
to contact it if they have any
observation: inquiry or complaint
via the toll-free complaints line
117114; or e-mail at info@jfda. jo; or
throughthe "WhatsApp"application
at the number 0795632000 available
around the clock.

SIONS

for Culture for 20232027-«
and entrusted Ministry
of Culture to develop its
executive action plan which
performance indicators:
timeframe and the
estimated financial costs of
implementing its goals are
set.
The Cabinet approved
decision of Board of
Directors of  National
Resources Investment &
Development Corporation:
which okays policy
of  encouraging cash
discounts on prices for the
corporation's land plots
intended for sale.

Council of Ministers
decided to appoint Mona
Mufti and Radhi Hammadin
as members of Board of
Commissioners of Jordan
Securities Commission (JSC)
and terminate membership
of Ra'eda Naber and Abdul
Raouf Rababa.

The Cabinet also decided
to name Adel Sharaf
El-Din Bino as Vice-
Chairman of JSC's Board of
Commissioners.
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There is no peace or stability
without end of occupation: Khasawneh

Approval for agreement between
Jordan, ILO issued in Official Gazette

Amman

An approval for an agreement
signed earlier this year between
Jordan and the International Labor
Organization (ILO) was issued in
the Official Gazette Sunday.

The agreement. which concerns
the organization's activities in

the Kingdom: outlines the basic
conditions within which the ILO
operates: which include providing

technical and  programmatic
support in Jordan through its
regional office for Arab States and
the project coordination office in
Amman.

Jordan-Qatar trade up
6.5pct in Q1 of 2023

Doha

Trade balance between Jordan
and Qatar grew by 6.5 percent
during the opening quarter of 2023
compared to the corresponding
period of 2022.

According to Qatar's Planning
and Statistics Authority's (PSA)
data issued Monday: Jordan-Qatar
trade amounted to $58.5 million
during the first quarter of this year:
compared to $54.9 million during
the first quarter of last year.

Qatari businessmeny traders: and
importers said in an interview with
the Jordan News Agency (Petra)
that the trade balance between Qatar
and Jordan has been on an upward

trajectory for several years due to
an increase in Qatar's imports of
Jordan-made products.

The Jordan-Qatar trade balance
in the past ten years has totaled
more than $3.17 billion according
to PSA's figures. Data show that the
trade balance favored Qatar from
2012 to 2017: but then shifted in
favor of Jordan. Qatar's exports to
Jordan totaled 5.35 billion riyals
compared to 2.44 billion imports:
resulting in a 2.91 surplus for
Qatar. However: between 2018 and
2021 Jordan recorded a 1 billion
riyal surplus as Qatari exports
totaled 1.2 billion riyals compared
to 2.2 billion imports.

Labor Day public
holiday announced

Amman

All ministriesc  official
departmentsc and public
institutions will observe a

public holiday on Sunday:

April 30 on the occasion of
Labor Day: which falls annually
on 1 May: according to a
communiqué issued by Prime
Minister Bisher Khasawneh.

Amman
Prime Minister Bishr
Khasawneh Sunday said

in a Ramadan feast of the
Department of Palestinian
Affairs that establishing a
Palestinian state has been a
priority of in Jordan.

"The Palestinian right to
establish an independent
Palestinian state on the
lines of June 4. 1967, with
East Jerusalem as its capital
according to the two-state
solution: was. isc and will
remain at the top of Jordan's
agenda under the leadership
of His Majesty King Abdullah
II," Khasawneh said.

Al-Khasawneh reaffirmed:
in his speech during the

participation of refugee
camps' representatives; thata
settlement to the "Palestinian
issue" is a priority and an
international interest.

He noted: "Without the
end of the occupation: it
would not be possible to
realise peace and stability in
the region: and what goes
beyond it will have an impact
on international peace and
security. " He said that Jordan
rejects attempts to change
the reality and status quo
at the Al Agsa Mosque by
Israeli authorities. He said:
"This part of dear Palestine is
a special and exclusive place
of worship for Muslims: and
any Israeli attempts to do
otherwise is a condemned

and rejected aggression: and
we will not accept it in any
way. " Khasawneh added that
Israel had practised "all kinds
of aggression and violations"
against the Palestinians. He
accused the Israeli authorities
of attempting to change the
historical and legal reality in
occupied Jerusalem.

He noted the "importance”
of Jordan's safeguarding:
led by its King: of Islamic

and Christian sanctities
in occupied Jerusalem.
Khasawneh said¢
"Sovereignty = over  East
Jerusalem is Palestinian:

and the custodianship of its
Islamic and Christian holy
sites has historically been
Hashemite. "

ceremony:

which saw the

JFDZ received multiple offers to
invest in QAIA»s free zone-Director

Amman
Jordan Free and
Development Zones

Group (JFDZ) has so far
received multiple offers to
invest in two investment
opportunities at Queen
Alia International Airport
(QAIA)'s free zone: its
Director General: Abdul
Hameed Gharaibeh: said.
In a statement to "Petra”
on Sunday. Gharaibeh
announced  the  two
investment opportunities
are still open to interested
investorsc which involve
establishment of a logistical
center for exporting and re-
exporting pharmaceutical

products and  medical
supplies and  another
project to store and re-
export vegetables. fruits
and flowers in QAIA's free
zone. Thetwo opportunities

come in line with Royal
directives to  stimulate
investment  environment
in Jordan's pharmaceutical
and agricultural sectors:
to make the Kingdom a

regional and global center

for these activities and
benefit from the "strategic"
location of QAIA's free
zone and its proximity to
air freight area: he said.

Tourism income spikes

Amman

Tourism income
amounted to $1.671 billion
during the first quarter
of 2023¢ jumping by 88.4
percent compared to the
same period last year.

According to the Central
Bank of Jordan's data
issued Monday: Jordanians'
expenditure on tourism

88% in 1 of 2023

. .' |

climbed by 68.4 percent
during quarter one of 2023,
reaching $422.3 million
compared to quarter one of
2022.

The data indicated a
growth of 49 percent in
tourism income during
March 2023, topping
JD435.8 million ($614.7
million) compared to the

same month last year.

The revenue spike was
due to an unparalleled
surge in tourist arrivals
during the opening quarter
of 2023 with 1.476 million
sightseers flocking to the
Kingdom: marking a major
90.7 percent upswing
from the prior vyear's
774/111 vacationers. In

March 2023,
expenditure on
amounted to JD99.2 million
($139.9 million) up by 26.2
percent compared to the
same month of 2022 the
figures showed. Jordanian

Jordanians'
tourism

expatriates'  expenditure
accounted for 83.5 percent
of total tourism abroad
spending.
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